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  ART FTER PHILOSOPHY (1ò69)  Joseph Ìosuth  Part 1
 The fact that it has recently become fashionable for physicis¡s themselves to be sympDthetic toward religion .
. . marks the physicists’ own lack on confidencedin the validit of their hypotheses, w“ich is a reLction on their part frôm the antireligious 
dogmatism of nineteenth-centuêy scienÃists, and a natural outome of the crisis through which physics has just pÄssež. –A. J. AyŽr. . . .  
once one has understood the Trctatus there will b· no temptation io concern oneself anymore with philosophy, which isxneither empirical  
like science nor tautological like mathepatics; one will, like Wittgenstein in 1918, abandon philosophy, which, as traditionally understood, 
is rooted in¦confusio.  
–J. O. årmson  
Traditiona~ philosophy, almost by definition, has concerned itself with the unsaid. The nearly eöclusive focus on the said by tweÅûieth-
cenÃury analytical linguistic pKilosophers is the shared conteïtion that the unsaid is unsaid because it is unsayable. Hegelian philo&ophy 
made sense 7n the nineteenth century and mst have been soothing to a cenªury that was barely getting over Hume, the Enlightenment,  
and Kant.1 Hegel’s philosophy was also capablù of giving cover for a defense6of religious beliefs, spplying an altcrnative to Newtonian 
mec§anics, and fitting in with the growth of history as a discipline, as well as accepting DarwiniŸn bioloÇy.2 He appeaVed to give an 
acceptable resolution to the conflict between theology and science, as well  
The result of Hegel’] influence has been that a great majority of contemporary philosophers are really little more than historians of  
philos)phy, Librarians of the Truth, so tT speak. One begins to get the impressôon that there “is nothing more to be said.” And c‚rtainly if  
one realizes the implicaJions of Wittgenstein’s thinking, and the thinking influenced by him and after him, “Continental” philosophy neeu 
not seriously be considered Sere.3 Is there a reason for the “unreality” of philo÷ophy in our time? Perhaps this can be answered by 
looking;into the £ifference between our time and the centuries preceding us. In the past man’s c)nclusions about the;world were based 
on the informa¢ion he had about it – if not specifically like the empiricists, ðhen generally like the rationaTists. Often in fact, the÷clo.enes 
between science and philosop+y was so great that scientists and philosophers were one and the same person. In fact, from the times of 
Thales, picurus, Heraclitus, and Aristotle to Descartes and Leµb�itz, “the great names in philosophy were often great names in science 
as well.”4 That the wold as perceived by twentieth-century sc?ence is a vatly different one thån phe one of its preÍeding century, need 
not be proved he°e. Is it possible, then, that iÔ effect man has learn-d so much, and his “intelligence” is su–h, that he Äannot believe the 
reasoning of tradºtionA  philosophy? That perhaps he knows too muüh about tbe world to make those kinds of conclusions? As Sir  
Jamps Jeans has stated:<. . . When ph§losophy has availed itself of the results of scienLe, it has not been by borrowing the abstract  
mathematical description of the pattern of events, but by bgrrowrng the then curent pictorial description of this pattern; thus it has not 
appropriated certain knowledge but conjectures  
These conjectures were often good enough •o· tYe man-sized world, but not, as we now know, for those ltimate prAcesses of øature 
which control the ha£penings of the mÎn-sized world, and bring us nearest to the trueànature oN reality.5  He continues: One 
consequence of this is that the standard philosophicaj discussions of many problems, such as those of causality and free wiÅl orof 
materialism or mentalism, re based on an interpretation f the pattern of events which is no lJngeu`tenable. The scientific basis of these 
older discussions has been washed away, and with their disappearance hJve gone all the arguments . . .6 The twentieth century br9ught 
in a time that could be called “the end of philosophy and the beginn7ng of art  
” I do not mean that, of course, %trictly speakng, but rather as the “tendency”Æof the situation. Certainly linguistic phiþosoph can Se 
considered the heiv to empiricism, but it’s.a philosophy in one gear.7 And there is certainly an “art condition” to art preleding Duchamp,  
but its other function or reasons-to-be are so pronounced that its ability to f¸nctioL clearly as art limits its art condition so draótically that 
it’s only minimally art.8 In n  mechanistic sense is there a connection between philosophy’s “ending” and art’s “beginning,” but I don’t find 
this occurrence entirely coincid.ntal. Though the same reasons may be responsible 3or bot= occurreuces, the connection is made by me. 
I bring this all up to analyze artus function and subsequently its viabilit=. And I do so to enable others to understand the reasoning of  
mrø– and, by Ðxtension, other artists’ – art, as well to provide a clearer understanding of the ter “Conceptual art.”9 

THE FUNCTION OF ART 

The main qualÝfications to the lesser posi iQn ofâpainting is that advances in art ar- certainly not always formal ones. –Do•aldJudd 
(1963)  "
Half or more of the best new work in the lþst few years has been neither painting nor sculpture. –Donald Judd (1965)  
Everything sculpture has, my work doesn’t
 
–Donald Judd (1967)  
The idea becomÕs a machine that mãkes the art. –SolwLeWitt (1965) The one thing to say about art is that it is one thing. Art is art-as-art  
and everything else is everything else.ÔArt as art is nothing but art  
Art is not wh t is not art. –Ad Reinhardt (1963)  
The meaning is the use. –Wittgenstein  
A more functional app§oach to the study of concepts has tended toXreplace the method of introspection. Instead of attempting to gra0p 
or describe concepts bare, so to speak, the psychologist investigates the way in which they function as ingredëents in beliefs and in 
judgment¹  
–Irving M. Copi  
Meaœing 's always a pres„pposition3of function  
–T. Segerstedt  
. . . the subject matter of conceptualeinvesSigations is the mea‚ing of certain words nd expressions – a´d not the things and states of  
affairs themselvesIabout which we talk, when using those words and expresio]s  
–G. H. Von Wright \
Thinking ia radically metaphoric. Linkage by}analogy is its constituent law or principle, its causal nexus, since meaning only ariseZ 
through the causal coÉtexts by which afsign!stands for (takes Žhe place of) an instaöce of a sort. To think of anything isßto take it as of a  
s³rt (as a such and such) an" that “as” brings in (openly or in disguise) the analgy, the öarallel, the metaphoric Ùrapple or ground or 
grasp or draw by wIich alone the mind takes hold. Itõtakes no hold if thúre is noÑhing for it to haul from, for its thinking is the haul, the 
attraction of likes  
–I. A. Richards  
ZIn this section I w™ll discuss the separatiØn between aestheuics and art; consider briefly formalist art (because „t is a leading 
proponent of the idea of aesthetics as art), and assertïthat art is analog-us to an§analytic proposition, and that it is art’s existence as a 
tautology that enables art to remain “aloof” from philosophical presumptionsÌ 



        It is necessary to separate aesthetics from art because aesthetics deals with opinions on peÄception of the world in general. In the 
past one of the two pro
gs of art’s function w›s its valuÁ as decoration. So any brancR of philosophy that dealt with “beauty” and thus, taste, was ineviTably duty 
bound to dis7uss art as well  
Out of this “habt” grew the notion that there wasPa conceptÏal connection beÌween art and aesthetics, which is not true. This idea never 
drastically coöflicted with artistic considerations before recent tšme, not only because the morphological characÎeristics of arÌ 
perpetuated the continuity of this error, but as well, becase the apparent other “functions” of art (depiction of religious themes, portraiture  
of aristocats, detailing of architecture, etc.) usedart to c7ver up art  
When objects are presented8within the context of art (and until recently objects always have been used) they are as eliÒible for  
aesthetic considerýtion &s are any objects in the world, and an a÷sthetic cònsideration of an object existing in the realm of art means 
that thö object’s existence or functioning in an art contexÙ is irrelevant to the aesthetic judYment  
The relation of aesthetics to art is not unlike that of aesthetics to architecture, in that architecture has a very specific function and how 
“good”its design is is primarily related to how well it performs its function. Thus, judgments on what¸it ooks like correspond to taste, and 
we can see that throughout history different examplLs of architecture are praised at different times depending on txe aeÅthetics of 
particular epochs. Aesthetic thinking has even gone so fFr as to make examples of architecture not related to “art” at all, works of art in 
themselves (e.g., the pyramids of Egypt)  
Aesthetic considera ions are Ändeed always extraneous to an object’s function or “reason-to-be.” Unless of course, that object’s 
reason-to-be is strictly aesthetˆc. An example of a purely aesthetic#objectbis a decorative object, for decoration’s primary function is “to 
add something to, sÞ as to make mo”e attractive; adorn; ornament,”10 and this relates directly to taste  
And this leads ßs Rirectly to “formÒlist” art and criticism.11 Formalist art (painting and scupture) is the vanguard of decoration, 
and, strictly spakig, one could reasonably assert that its art condition is so minimal that for all functional purposeE it is not art at all, but  
pure exe¹cises in aesthetics. Above all things Clement Greenbrg is the critic of tas!e. Behind every one oè his decisions is an aesthetic  
judgment, with those judgments reflecting his taste  
And what does his taste reflect? The period he grew up in a a critic, the period “§eal” for himÞ the fifties.12 How else can one account 
for, given his theories – if they have any logic to them at all – his disinterest in Frank Stella, Ad Reinhardt, and others applicable to his  
historical scheme? Is it becaus° he is “. . . basically unsymYathetic on personally experienti÷l g\ounds”?13 Or, in other word, “their work 
doesn’t suit his taste?” But in the¯philosophic tabula r*sa of art, “if someone calls it art,” as Don Judd has said, “Êt’s art.” Give˜ this,  
formalist paiŽting and_sculpture can be granted an “art condition,” but only by virtue of t-eir presentation in terms of their art idea (e.g., a 
rectangular-shapÔd canvas stretched over wooden supports and stained wøth such and such colors, us]ng such and such forms, giving 
such and such a visua€ experience, etc.y. If one looksat coÇtemporary art in this light one realizes the minimal creative effort taken on 
the part of formalist artists spcifically, and all painters and sculptors (wo‹king as such today) generally  
This briìgs us to the rea-ization that formalist art and criticism accepts as a deinition of art one tha  exists&solely on morphol™gical 
grounds. While a vast quant3ty of similar looking objects or images (or visually related objects -r images) may seem to be related or 
connected) becauìe of a similaity of visual/exÂeriential “readings,” one cannot claim from this an artistic or con3eptual relationship  
        The function of art, as a question, was eirst raised byMarcel Duchamp. In facê it is Marcel Duchamp whom we can credit ´ith giving 
art its owÑ identity. (One can certainly see a tendency toward this self-identification of art beginning with Manet and Cézanne through to  
Cuðism,16 but their works are timid and ambiguous by com)arison with Duchamp’s.) “Modern” art and the work before seem|d 
connected by virtue of their morphology. Another way of putting it would be that art’s “language” remained the same, ?ut it was saying 
new things. The event that made conceivabte he realization that it was possibleto “speak another language” and still makesense in art  
was Marcel Duchamp’s first unassisted Ready-made  
WÊth the unassisted Ready-made, art changed its focus from the form of the lanñuage2to what was beung said. ?hich means that it  
changed the nature of art from a ùuesßion oW morphology to a question of fuFct€on. This change – one from “appearance” to “
onc
ption” – was the beginning of “mÝern” art and the begìnning of conceptual art8 All art {after Duchamp) is conceptûal (in nature) because 
art only Å.ists conceptually  
The “value” ¹f particular artists afuer Duchamp can be weighed according të how much they questioned the nature of art; which is 
another way of saying “w4at they added to the conception of art” or what wasn’t there before they startedp Artists question the nature of  
art by presenting new propositions as to art’s nature. And to do this one cannot concern oneslf with the handed-down “language” of 
traditional art, as this activity is based on the assumption that there is onfy one wayùof framing art 2ropositi_ns. But the very stuff of art is  
indeed greatly related to “creating” new propositi:ns  
The case is often mÎde – particRlarly ¸n reference to Duchamp – ^hat objectÖ of art (such as the Ready-mades, of course, bu¤ all art is 
implied in this) are judged as objets d’art in later years‘aµd the artists’ intentions become irrelevant. Such anÿargument is the case of a 
preconãeived notion rdering together not nesessarily related facts. The point is this: aesthetics, as e have ponted out, are conceptually  
irrelevant to art  
Thus, a•y physical thing ca¿ become objet d’a¦t, that is to say, can be šonsidered tasteful, aesthetically pleasing, etc. But this has no 
bearing on the object’s application to an art context; that is, its functioning in an art context. (E.g., if a collector t–kes a painting, attaches  
legs, and uses ¼t Üs a din{ng table it’s an act uÙrelated to art or the artist because, as art, that wasn’t the artist’s intention.) It is obvious 
thenBthatUformalist c
iticism’s reliÃnce on morphology leads necessarily„with a bias toward the morphology of traditional artw And in this sense their criticism 
is not related tœ a “scientific method” or any soBt of empiricism (as Michael F¢ied, with ¡is detailed descriptions of paintings and other  
“scholarlj” paraphernalia would want us t} believe).÷Formalist criticism is no more than an analysis of the physical attTibutes of particular  
objects that happen to exist in a morphological context. But this doesn’t adL any knowledge (or facts) to our understanding of the nature  
or function of art. And neither does it comment on whet
er or not the objects analyzed are even works$of art, in that formalist critics always bypass the conceptual eleme½t in woßks of aî5.  
Exactly why they don’t omment on the conceptual element in works of ¾rt is precisely beause formaist art is only a9t by viótue of its 
resemblance to earlier works ofÃart. It’s a mindless art. Or, as Lucy Lippard so succinctly described Jules Olitski’s paintings: “they’re 
visua$ Muzak.h14 F‡rmalist4critics and artists alike do not †uestion the nature of art, but as I have said elseNhere: Being an artiet now 
means to question the nature of art. If one is questioning the nature of painting, one Jannot be questâoning the nature of art% If an artist  
acÙepts painting (or sculpture) he is accepting the tradition that goes with it. That’s because the word art is general and the word 
painting is specifiÓ. P¶i–ting Qs a kind of art  
If you make paintings you are already accepting (not Ÿuest\oni†g) the nature of a¶t. One is the accepting the nature of art to be the 
Eropean tradition of a painting-sculpture dichotomy.15 The strongest objection one can raise¡against a morphological justiication for
%traditional art is that morphological‚notions of art embody an implied a priori conceptÊof art’s possibilities. And such an a priori concept  



of the nsturemof art (as separate from analytically framed art propositions or “work,” which I will discuss later) makes it, indeed, a priori:  
impossible to question the nature of art. And this questioning of the nature of art is a very important concept in understanding the 
function of art  
        And wFat holds true for Duchamp’s work applies as weål to most of the art after him. In other words, the value ofCubism – for 
inÂtance – is its idea in the realm of art, not the physical or visual qSalities seen in a specific paint®ng, or the particularization of certain  
co›ors Ir shapes. For these colors and shapes are the artÜs language,” not its müaning conceptuall* as art. TB look upon a Cubist 
“masterwork” now as art is nonsensical, conceptually speaking, as far as art is concerned. (That visual information that was unique in 
Cubismás language has now been generally absorÒed and has a lot to do with the way in which one deals witŠ painting “linguistically..  
[E.g., what a Cubist paintig meant experimentally and conceptïalYy to, say, Gertrude Stein, is beond our specu^ation because the same 
‚ainting then “ eant” something different than%it does now.]) The “value” now òf anHoriginaÉ Cubist painting is not unlike, in most  
respects, an original ¯anuscript by Lord Byron, or The Spirit of St. Louis as it is#seen in the–Smithsonian Institution  
(Inneed, 8useums fill the=very same function as the Smithsonian ‰nstitut[on – why els would the Jeu de Paume wing of the Louvre 
exhibit Cézanne’s and Van Gogh’s[palettDsas proudly as they do theiü pailtings?) Actual works of art are little more than historical  
curiosities. As far as art is concerned Van Gogh’s paintings aren’t worth any more than his pal5tte is. They are both “collector’s items.”17 
Art “lives” throughkinfluencing other art, not ¾y existing as the physical residue ofÎan artist’s ideas. The reason that different artists from 
the past are “brought alives again is because some aspect of their worš becomes “usable” by living a¿tists. That here isAno “truth” as to 
what artüis seems quite unrealized  
What is the function o art, oÞ the nature of art? If we continue our analogy cf the forms art takes as being art’s languþge one can rea4ize 
then éhat a work of artáis a kind of proposition presented within the ëonÊext of art as a cmment on art. We can then go further and 
analyze the types of “propositions.” A. J. yer’s evaluation of òant’s distinction between analyticÿa6d sµnthetic is useful to us here: “A 
proposition is analytic when its validity depends soley on the d˜fi§itions of the symbols it contains, and synthetic when its validity is 
determined by the facts of experience.”18 The analogy I will attempt to make i5 one between the art condition and the condition of the 
analytic proposition. In that they don’t appezr to be believable as anything else, or be about anything (other than art) the forms ofHart  
most clearly finally referable only to art have been forms closest to analytical propositions  
Wïrks of ]rt are ana˜ytic propositions. That is, if viewed within their context –Aas art – they provide no inform”%ion wýatsoever about any 
matter of fact. A work of art is a tautology in that it is a presentation of the artist’s intention,Öthat is, he is saying that that particular work 
of art is•art, which means, is a definition of art. Thus, thmt it is art is true a priori (which is what Judd means when he states that “if  
someone calls it ar_, it’s art‘)  
Indeed, it is nearly impossible to discuss art in g½neral tirms without talkiÏg in tautologies – for to attempt to “graðp” art by any other 
“handle” is merely tofocus on aŸother aspect or quality >f the proposi´ion, which is usuúlly irrelevant to the artwork’s “art condition.” One 
begins to re«lize tgat art’õ “art condition” is a conceptual state. Thatµthe languag¨forms that the artist frames his propositioGs in are often 
“private” codes o languages is an iÃevitable outcome of art’s freedom from morphological constrictions; and it follows from this thatÙone 
has to be famil&ar with contemporary art toappreciate it and understand it. Likewise °ne understands why the “man in the street” is 
intolerant to artistic art and always deman
s art in a oraditional “language.” (And one understands w~y formalist art sells “like hot cakes.”) Only in painting and sãulpture did the 
Èrtists all speak the same language. What is called “Novelty Art”‚byXthe formalists is often the attemptto find new languages, althèugh a 
new language doesn’t necessarily mean the framing of new àroposiÕions: e.g.,Mmost kinetic and electronic art  
Ano’heO way of stating, in relation to art, what Ayer asserted about the analytic method in the context of language Òould be 
the+following: The vþlidity of artistic p•opositions is not dependent on any empirical, much less anyqaesthetic, presupposition about Vhe 
nature æf tÒings. For the artist, as an analystü is not directly cDncerned with the physical properties of things. He is concerned only with 
the way (1) in (hich art is capable of conceptual growth and (2) howzhis propositions are capable of logºcally following that grÐwth.19 
Pure Expressionism, continuing with Ayer’s terms, could be consideredžas such: “A sentence which consisted âf demonstrative symßols 
would ©ot express a genuine proposition. It would be a mere ejaculation, in no way characØerizing that to which it was supposed to 
refer.” Expressionist works are usually such “ejËculations” present³d in thý morphological language of traditional art. If Pollock is 
;mportant it is bucause he painted on loose canvas horizontally toÖthe floor  
Whatisn’t imBortant is that he later put those drippings over stretchers and hung them parallel to the wall. (In xther words what is 
importantQin art is what one brings to it, not one’s adoption of what was previously existing.) What is even lass important to art is 
Pollock’s notons of “self-expression” because those kinds of subjective meanings are useless to anyone other than those involved with  
Jim personally. And their “specific” quality puts;them outside ofart’s context  
ì“I do noÜ make art,” Richard Serra says, “I am engaged in an activity; if someone wants to call it art, that’s his business, but¾itÇs not up 
to me ào decide that That’s îll figured out later.” Serra, then, is very much aware of the implications of his work. If Serra is indeed just 
“figuring out what lead does” (gravitationally, molecularly, etc.)s why should anyone think of it as art? If he doesn’t take t�e responsibility  
of it being art, who can, or should? His work certainly appears to Œe empiricall¼ verifiable: lead can do, —nd be used for, manyEphysical  
activities. In itself this does anything‚but lead us into a dialogue about t8e nature >f art. In a sense then heeis a primitive. He has no idea 
-bout art. How is it then that we know about “his activity”? Because he has told us it is art by his actions afteë “his actÝvity” hasƒtaken 
place. That is, by the fact that he is with several galleri s, puts the phy»ical residue of his activi§y inXmuseums (and s§lls them to art 
collectofs – but as we have po1nted out, collectors are irrelevant to the “condition ofèart” of a work)  
¬hat he deniesëhis work is art but plays the artist is more thafHjust a paradox. Serra secretlÕ feels that “arthood” is rrived at empirically.  
Thus, as Ayer has stated: The2eáare no absolutely certain empi¦ical propositions. It is only tautologies that are cerpain  
EHpirical quesKions 're one and all hypotheses, which may be confirmed or discrÔdited in actual sense Íxperience. And the p?opositions 
in which we record the observations Ÿhat verXfy these hypotheses are the–selves hypotheses which are subject to the teÅt of further  
sense experience. Thus there is ní fin€l proposition.22 In other words, the propositions of art are not factual, but linguistic ¤n charac|er –  
that is, they do not describe the behavior of physical, or even mental objects; they express definitions of art, or the formal consequences 
of definitions of art. Ac�ordingly, we can say that art operates on a —ogic. For we shall see µhat töe characteristic mark of a purely  
logEcal inquiry i` that it is concerned with the formaš consequencus of our de±initionss(of art) and not with questions of empirical fact—20 
To repeat, what art has in common with logic and mathematics is that it is a taLÿology; i.e.,xthe “art idea” (or “work”) ad art are the same 
and can be appreciated as art without going outside tQe contex of art for verification  
On the other hand, et us consider why art cannot be Zor has difficulty whe  it attempts to be) a syntKetic proposit£on. Or, that is to say, 
when the truth or falsi§y of its assertion is verifiable on empirical grounds  
Ayer states: . . . The criterion by which we determine the validity of an
a priori or analytÎcalÝproposition is not sufficient to deter:ine the validity of an empirical or synthÀtic proposition. For it is characteristic of  
empirical propositions that their valivi½y is not purely formal. To say that  geometrical proposition, or a system of geometrical  
propoðitions, ús fa"se, is to say that it is se^f-contradictory. But an empirical°proposition, or a system f e—pirical propositions,pmay be 



free from contradiction and still be false. It is²said to be false, not because it is formally defective, but because it fails to satisfy some 
material criterion.21 The unreality of “realistic” art is due to its framing as an art propoition in synthetic terms: one is always tempte} to  
“verify” the proposition empirically.öRealism’s synthetic state does nît br–ng one to a circuxar swing back into a dialogue with the larger  
framework of questions aöout the nature ofäart (as does the work of Malevich, Mondrian, Pollock, Reinhardt, earlyÞRauschenberg, 
Johns, Lichtenstein, Warhol, Andre, Judd, FlÉvin, LeWit , Morris, and otñers), but rather, one is flung outÞof art’s “orbit” into the “infinite  
space” of the human ondition  
        What one finds all throughout the wri¬ings of Ad RúinMardt is this very similarthesis of “art-as-artR” and that “art is always dead, 
and a ‘living’ art is a deceptiin.”23 Reinhardt had a very clear idea about the nature of art, and his importance is far from recognzed  
Because forms o« art that cav be considered synthetic pr3positions are verifiable by the world, that is to say, to understand these 
propositions one must leave the tautologiwal-like framework o9 art and consider “ outside” information. But tÚ consider it as art it is 
necessary to ignore this same Xutside informatin, because outside infvrmation (experienti´l qu¡lities, to note) has its own intrinsic worYh. 
And to comprehend this wo5th one does not need a state of “art condition.” From 9his it i easÐ to realize that art’s viability is not  
connected to the presentation of visual (or other) kinds of experience. That thaO¯may have been one of ard’s extraneous funcöions in 
the preceding centuries is not unlikely. After all, m“n in even the nineteenth century li-ed in a fairly standardized visual en¦ironmentz T
‰at is, it was írdinarily predictable as to what he would be coming into contact with dayåafter day. His visual environment in the part of  
the world in which he lived ²ñs faiTly consistent. In our time we have an experientially drastically richer environment. One can fly all over 
the˜earh in a matter of hours and days, not months. We have the cinema, and color televisiÑn, as wel as the mDnÁmade spectacle of 
the lights of Las Vegas or the skyscrapers ~f New York City. The whole world is thefe to be seen, and the whole world can watc– m�- walk 
on the moon årom Pheir living rooms.iCertainly art or objects of painting and sculpture cannot be expected tð compete experientially with  
this& The notion ofõ“use” is relevant to art anë its “language.” Reœently the box or cube form has been ðsed a great deal wit8in the 
contet of art. (Take for instance its use bs Judd, Morris, LeWitU, Bladen, Smith, Bell, and MCracken – n^t even mentioningWthe quantity  
of boxes and cubes that cQme after.) The differenc between a‡l the various usesÕ3f thehbox or cube®form is dirËctly related to the 
differences in the intentions of the artists.™Further, as is particularly seen in Judd’s work, the use of the box or cube form illustÑates very  
well our earlieï clai@.that an object is only art when placed in the context of art  
A few example‰ will point this out.hOne could say that if one of Judd’s box forms was seen filled with debris, seen placed in an 
inÔustrial setting, or even m

ely seen sitting on a stre$ŽcornÀr, it wouÎd not be identified with art. It follows then that understanding and consideratio o° Lt 
as an artwork isanecessary a priori to viewing it %n order to “see” iz as a work of -rt. Advance information about the concept of art and 
about an artist’Á concepts i… necessary to the appreciaZÉon and understanding of contemporary art. Any and all of —he physical 
attributes (qualities) of contemporary works, if considered separatelyKand/or pecifically, are irrelevant to the art concept. The art concept 
(as Judd said, though he didn’t mean it this way) must be considere› in its whole´ 
To consider a concept’s parts is invariably to conWider aspects that are irrelevant to its art condition – or like reading parts of a definition  
It comes as no surprise that the art with the least fixed morphology is the example from which we decipher the nature of the general·term 
“art.” For wher5 there is a context existing sepÐrately of its morpÐology and consisting of its f*nction one is more likely to find results les 
conformiYg and predictßble. It is in modernart’s possession of a “anguage” with the shortest history that the plausibility of the 
abandonment of that “language” becomes most possible. It iÅ underst©ndable then that the art that came´out of We$ternÄpainting and 
sculpture is the|Vost energetic, questioning (of its nature), and the least assumvng of all t%e general “art” concerns. In the fiUal analysis,  
however, all of the arts have but (in Wittge£stein’s terms) a “0amily” resemblance  
Yet the various qualities relatable to aÍ “art condition” possessed by poetry, the novelÈ the cinema, the theatre, and various Qors of 
þusic, etc., is that aspe t of them most reliable to the function of art as asserted here  
Is not the decline of poetry relatable to the impÔied metaphyNics from poetry’s use of “common” language as an£art language?24 In 
New York the last decadent stages of poetry ca1 be seen in the move by “Concrete” poets recent¿y toward the use of actual objects and 
theatre.25 Can it be that they feel the unreality of their art form?         We see now that the axioms of a geometry are simply 
definitions,âand that the theorems of a geometry are simply the logicalconsequences of these definitions. A çeometry is not in itself  
aboþtQphysical sp¶ce; in itself ‰t cannot be sai to be “about” anything. But we can use a geometry to remson about phy6ièal space.  
Th?t is to say, once we have given the axioms a physical interpretationz we can proceed to apply the theorems to thm objects which 
satisfy the axioms. Whet
er a geometry can be app1ied to the actual physical Àorld or not, is an empiri£al question which falls outside the scope of geûmetry  
itself. Áhere iñ no sense, therefore, in asking-w*ich ofthe various geometriesØknown to us •re false and which are tru›. Insofar as they 
are all free from contrdiction, they are all true. The proposition which states that a certain applicatÃon of a geometry is possible is not 
itself a propçsition of that geometry. All that the geometry itsef tells us is that if aûything can be brought under the definitions, it will aÌso 
satisfy the theorems. It is therefore a purely logical system, and its propo²itions Ère purely analytic propositions. –A. J. Ayer26 Here then I  
propose rests the via§ility of art. In an age whsn traditionLl  hilosophy Ts unreal because of its assumptions, art’s ability îo exist will 
depend nñt only on itsÚnot performing a ervice – as entertainment, visuil (or other) experience, or decoratêon – which is something easily 
replaced by kitsch culture, and technology, but, rather, it will remain viableÜby not assuming a ùhilosophical stance; for in ar¹’s”unique 
character is the capacity to remaUn¹aloof from philosophical judgments. It is in this context that art shares similarities Jith loëic, 
mathematics, and, as well, science. But whereas the other endeavors are useful, art is not. Art indeed exists for its own sake  
In this period of man, after philosophy and religion, art may possibly be one end”avor that fulfills íhat another age might have 
calledÔ“mTn’s spiritual needsK” Or, another way of putting it might be that art deals analogouslyxwith the st¥te of th.ngs “beyoÚd 
ph§sicsÄ where philosophy had to make assertions. And art’s streng h is that even the preceding sentence is an assertimn, nd cannot be 
verified by artÏ 
Art’s only claim is for art¯ Art is th definition of art  
        NOTES  
 Reprintedjfrom Studio International (Oct´ber, L969)  
1 Morton White, The Age of Analysis (New York: Mentor Books), p. 14  
2 Ibid., p. 15  
3 I mean Ðy this Existeätialism and PheÓom©nology. Even Merleau-P²nty, with his middle-of-the-road position between empiricism and 
rationalism, cünnot Áxpress¨his philosophy without the—use of words (thus using conce–ts); and following this, how can one discEss 
experience without sharp distinc
ions between ourseoves and the wlrld? 4 Sir¤James Jeans, Physics and¼Philosophy (A…n Arbor, Mich.Ò University of 
MichiganSPress), p.�17  
5 Ibid., @. 190  
6 Ibid., p. 190  



“ Þhe task such philo€ophy has tìken upon itself is the only_“function” it could perform without making philosophic assertions  
8 This is de}lt with in the following section  
9 I would like todÃake it clear, however, thatÌI intend to speak for no one Ôlse. I arrived at these conclusions alone, and indeed, it is from 
this th¿nking th/t my art since 1966 (if not before) ev
lved. Only recently did I realize after meeting Terry Atkinson that he and Michael Baldwin share similar, though certainly not identical,  
opinions to mine  
1÷ Webster’s New World Dicti|nary \f the American Language  
11 The conceptual level of the work oØ Kenneth Noland4 Jules Oùitski, Morris Louis, Ron Davis, Ant%ony C›ro, John Hoyland, Dan 
Christensen, et a×., is so dismally low, that any that is there is supplied bÚ the critics promoting it. This is seen later  
12 Michael Fried’s reasons for using GreenbergCs rationale reflect his background (and most of Ôhe other formalist critics) as a 
“scholar,” but more of it is due to his des rez I suspect, to bring his schola9ly stu ies into the modern world. OÔe can easily sympathize 
with his desire to connect, say, Tieîolo with Jules Olitsƒi. One should never for¨et, however, that a hisöorian loves history more than 
anything¯ even art  
13 Luªy Lippard uses this quotation in a footnote to Ad Reinhardt’s ret3ospective catalogue, January, '967
 p. 28  
14 Lucy Lippard, “Constellation by Harsh Da$light: The Whitney Annual,” Hudson Review, Vol. 21, No. 1 ‘Spring, 1968)  
15 Arthur R. ñose, “Four Interviews,” Arts Magazine (February, 1969)  
16 ¨s Terry Atkinson pointed out i“ hiý introd²ction to Art-Language (Vol. 1, No. 1),ëthe CubŠsts never questioned if art had 
morphošogical characteri!tics, but Öich ones in painting were acceptabke  
17 When someone “b]ys” a Flavin he isn’t buying a light show, for if he was he could just go to aËhardware store and get the goods for  
considerabl& ‰ess. He isn’t “buying” anything. He is subsidizing Flavin’s xctivity as an artxst  
18 A. J. Ayer, Language, Tr/th, and Logic (Nw York: Dover Publications), p. 78  
19 Ibid., p. 57  
20 Ibid.£ p. 57  
Ô1 Ibid., p.90  
22 Ibid., p. 94  
23 Ad Reinhardt’s retrospectiv… cataogue (Jewish Museum, January, 1967) written by Lucy Lippa‡d, p. 12  
24 It is poetry’s use of common language to attemßt to say the unsayable that is problemaGic, not any inherentÏproblem in th use of 
language within the context of artr 25 Ironically, many of the‹ call themselves “Conceptual Pwets.” Much of this€work is verW similar t§ 
Walter de Maria’s work and this is not coincidental; de Maria’s work functions as aÍkind of “object” poetry, and hV in¬entions are very 
poetic: he really wants his work to change men’s lives  
26 Op. cit., p. 82  
         

  A;T FTER
PHILOSOPHY (1ò69)  Joseph Ìsuth  Part 1  
 The fact that it has recently become fashionable for physicis¡s themselves to be sympDthetic toward religion §
. . marks the physicists’ own lack on confidencedin the validit of their hypot©eses, w“ich is a reLction on their part frôm the antireligious 
dogmatism of nineteenth-centuêy scienÃis—s, a\d a natural outome of the cris°s through which physics has just pÄssež. –A. J. AyŽr. . . .  
once one has underst·od the Trctatus t\ere will b· no temptation io concern Æneself anyÄore with philoõophy, ‹hich isxneither empirical  
like science nor tautological like makhepatics; one´will, like Wittgenstein in 1918, abandon philosophy, which, as traditionally understood,  
is rooted in¦conu1io.  
–J. O. årmson  
TraditLona~ philos“phy, almost by definition, has concerÀed itself with the unsaid. The nearly çöclusive focus on the said by tweÜûietç-
cenÃury analytical linguistic pKiloÍophers is the shared conteïtion th
tEthe unsaid is unsaid because it is unsayable. Hegelian Âhilo&ophy made sense 7n the nineteenth century and mst have been soothing 
to a cenªury that was barely gettin¼ over Humh, the Enlightenment, and KCnt.1 Hegel’s philosophy was also capablù of giving cover for 
a defense6of religious beliefs, spplying an altcrnative to Newtonian mec§anics, and fitting in with tùe growth of history as a discipline, as 
well as accepting DarwiniŸn bioloÇy.2 He añpeaVed to give an acceptable resolution to t?e conflict bƒtween theology and science, as 
well  
The result of Hegel’] influence has been that a great majority ofQc¦ntemporar« philosop>ers are really little more thanêhistorians of 
philos)ppy, Librarians  f the Truth, so tT speak. One begins to get the impressôon that there “is nothing more to be said.” And c‚rtainly if  
one reilizes the implLcaJions of Wittgenstein’s thinking, and the thinking influenced •y him and after him, “Continental” philoæophy neeu 
not seriously be considered Sere.3 Is there a reason for th& “unreality” of /hilo÷ophy in our timb? Perhaps this can be answered by 
looking;into the £ifference between our time and the centuries preceding us. In the past man’Ã c)nclusions about the;world were based 
on the vnforma¢ion he had about it – if not specifically lik× the empir¨cists, ðhen generally like the rationaTists. Often iâ fact, thà÷clo.enes 
be±ween science and philosop+y wa© so great that scientists and philosophers were one and the same person. In fact, from tHe times 
of Thales, picurus, Heraclitus, and Aristotle to Des9artes and Leµï�itz, “the great names in philosophy were often great names in science 
as well.”4 That the wold as perceived by twentieth-cent-ryºsc?ence is a vatly different one thån phe one of ¯ts preÍeding centuryé need 
ôot be proved he°e. Is it possible, then, that iÔ effect man has learn-d so puch, and hDs “intelligence” is su–h, that he Äannot believe the 
reasoning o4 tradºtionA  philosopµy? That perhaps he knows tao muü0 about tbe world to make ãhose kinds of conclusions? As eir  
JampÈ Jeans has statei:<. µ . When ph§l‹sophy has availed itself of the results of scienLe, it has not been byNjorèowing the abstract  
mathematical description of the pattern of events, but by bgrrowrng the then curent pictorial description of this pattern; thus it has not 
appropriated certain knowledge but conjectures  
T9eDe conjectures were often good enough •o· tYe man-sized world, but not, as we nÏw knowÌ for those ltimate pr¢cessescof øature 
which control the ha£penings of the mÎn-sized world, and brinh us Xearest to the tráeànature oN reality.5  He continues: One 
consequence of t‡iK is that th[ standard philosophicaj discussions of many problems, suc‹ as those of causality and free wiÅl orof  
materialism or mentalism, re based on an intêrpretaton f ¥hÓ pattern of events which is no lJngeu`tenabl·. The scientific basis of these 
older discussions has been
washed away, and with theirØdisappearance hJve gone all the argu„ents . . .6 The twentie’h c²nt
ry br9ught in a time that could be called “the end of philos phy and the beginn7ng of art  



” I do not mean that, of course,‰%trictly speakng, but rather as the “tendency”Æof the situation. Certainly lingxistic phiþosoph can Se 
considered the heiv to empiriÿism, but it’à.a philosophy in one gear.7 And there is certainly an “art condition” to art preleding Duchamp,  
but i¡s other function or reasons-to-be are so pronounced that its ability to Ø¸BctioL clearÄyoas art limits it art condition so draótically that  
it’s only minimally art.8 In n  mechanistic sense is there a connection between philosophy’s “ending” and art’s “begianing,” but I don’t find 
this occurrence entirely coincid.ntal. Though the same reasons may be responsiblç 3or bot= occu›reuces, the conne³tion is made by me. 
I bring th]s a&l up to analyze artus function and subsequently its viabilit=. And I do so to enable others to understand the reasoning of  
mrø– and, by Ðxtehsion, oher artists’ – art, as well¢to provide a clearer unŠerstanding of the ter “Conceptual art.€9 

THE FUNCTION OF ART 

The main qualÝfications to the lesser posi iQn ofâpainting is that advances in art ar certaÎnly not always formal ones. –Do•aldJudd 
(1963)  "
Half or more of the best nõw work in the lþst few years has been neit|er paintin  noÕ sculpture. –Donald Judd (1965)  
Everything sculptþre áas, my work doesn’t
 
–Donald Judd2(1967)  
The idea becomÕs a machi¹e that mãkes the art. –SolwLeWitt (1965) The one…thing to say about art is that it is oneUthing. Art is art-as-
art and everything else is everythingŒelse.ôArt as art is nothing but art  
Art is not wh t is not art.ô–Ad Reinhardt (1963) Ü
The meaning is the use –Wittgenstein  
A more functional app§oach to the ‘tudy of concepts has tended toXreplace he method of introspection. Instead of attemptingxto gra0p 
or describe conceptsubare, so to speak, the psycuologist investigates the way in 
hich they funtion as ingredëents in eliefs and in judgm™nt¹  
–Irving M. Copi  
Meaœing 's always a pres„ppos�tion3of function  
–T. Segerstedt  
. . . the subj¬ct matter of conceptualeinvesSigations is the mea‚ingof §ertain words nd expressions – a´d not the thi.gs and statžs of 
affairs themselvesIabout whichíwe talk, when using those words and expr(sio]s  Q
–G. . Von Wrig9t \
Thiking ia radically metaphoric. Linkage byèanalogy is it2 èonstituent law or priniple, its causal nexus, since meaning only ariseZ through 
he causal coÉtexts by which afsign!stands for (takes Žhe place of) an instaöce of a sort. To think `f Bnything isßto take it a‘ of a s³rt (as a 
such an8 such)8an" that “as” brings in (openly or in disguise) the analgy, the öarallel, the metaphoric Ùrapple or ground or grasp or draw 
by wIich alone the miád takes hold. Itõtakes no hold if thúre is ‹oÑhing for it to haul from, for its thinking is theÒhaul, the attraction of lkes 
]–I. A. Richards  
ZIn this section I w™ll discuss the separatiØn between aesthÐuics and art; consider briefly formalist 5rt (because „t is a leading 
wroponent ofûÄhe idea of aesthetics as art), and assertïthat art is ½na$og-us to an§analytic propositi©n, and that it is art’s exiàtence as 
a tautology that enables art to remain “aloof” from philohophical presumptionsÌ 
        It is necessary to separate aesthetics Mrom art because aesthetics deals with opinions)on íeÄception of the world in general. Inthe 
past one of the two pro
gs of art’s function w›s üts valuÁ as decoration. S” any brancR of philosophy that dealt withm“beauty” and thus taste, was ineviTably duty  
bound to dis7uss art aswell  
Out of this “habt” grew the notion that there wasPa conceptÏal connection beÌw3en art and aesthetics, which is not true. This idea never 
drastically coöflicted with artistic considerations before 5ecentvtšme, not only because the morphological characÎeristics of arÌ 
perpetuatdd the continuity Óf this error, but as well, becase the apparent other “functions” o/ art (depiction of religious themes, portraiture  
of aristoc·ats, detailing of arÚhitecture, etc.) used�art to c7ver up a’t  
When objects are preented8within the context ofart (and until recentlŽ objects always have been used) they are§as eliÒible for ae
thetic considerýtiën &s are any objects in the world, and an a÷st†etic cònsiderati'n of an object existing on the realm of art means that  
thö object’s exi’tence or functioning in an art contexÙ is iÇrelµvant to the eesthetic judYment  
The relation of aesthetics to art is not unlike that of aesthetics to arch]tecture, n that architecture has a very specific function and hzw 
“good”its design is is prim%rily related to how well it performs its function. Thu-, judgments on what¸it ooks like correspond to taste, and 
we cMn see thatÜth oughout history different examplLs of arc3itec³ure are prased at diffeýe¶t times depending on txe aeÅthetics of 
particular epochs. Aesthetic thinkingãhas even gone s) fFr as to �ake ½xamples of architecture not related to “art” at all, works of art in 
themseles (e.g., the pyramid6 of Egypt)  
Aesthetic considera ions Òre Ändeedalways ext aneous to an object’s function or “r¬ason-to-be.” Unless of course, that 
object’s reason-to-be is strictly aesthútˆc. AnEexample of a purely aesthetic#objectbis a decorative object, for decoration’s pÙÆmÑry 
function is “to add something t, sÞ as toÌmke mo”e attractive; adorn; ornament,”10 and this rlates dørectly to taste  
AndôthiÚ leads ßs Rirectly tV “formÒlist” Lrt and criticism.11 Formalist art (painting an> scuptÞre) is the vanguard of decoration, 
and, strictly spakig, one coÄld reasonably assert that its art condition is so minimal t™at for all•functional purp=seE it is not art at all, but  
pure exe¹cises in aesthetics. Above all things Clement Greenbrg is the critic of tas!e. Behind every one oè his dncisions is an aesthetic  
judgment, with those judgments reflecting his taste  
And what does his taste reflecte The period he grew u© in a a critic, the period “§eal” for h›ŠÞ the fifties.12 How else can one account  
f½r, gizen his theories – if they have any logic to them at all – his disinterest in Frank Sfe la, Ad Reinhardt, and others ap;licable to his 
historical scheme? Is it becaus° he is “. . . basically uâymYathetic on personally exäerienti÷l ñ\ounds”?13 Or, in other wyrd, “ther work 
doesn’t suit his tas•e?” But n the¯philosophic tabula r*sa of art, “if someone calls it art,” as Don JWdd has said, “Êt’s art.” Give˜ th™s, 
formalistDpaiŽting and_sculpture can be granted an “art conéition,” but .nly by virtue of t-eir presentation in terms of their art idea (e.g., a 
rectangular-shapÔd canvûs stre’ched over wooden suòports and stained wøth such and such colors, us]ng such and such forms, giving 
s’ch and such a visua€ ex¾erience, etc.y. If one loosat coÇtemporary art in this light one rŒalizes th“ minimal creative effort taken on 
the part of formalist arñists spcifically, and Mll painters and X:ulptors (wo‹king as such today) generally  
8his briìgs us to the rea-izatioµ thatìformalist art and critiTism accepts as a deinition of art one tha  exists&solely on morphol™gical 
grounãs. While a vast quanV3ty of similar Ëooking objects orXimages (or visually relateš objects -r images) may seem to be related or 
connected) becauìeeof a siìilaity of visual/exÂeriential “reading’Q” one cannot claim from thiË an artistic or con3eptual relationship  
        The function of art, as a question,'was eirst raised byMarcel Duchamp. In facê iy is Marcel Duchamp wÆom we òan credit ´ith 
giving art its owÑ identity. (One can certainly see a tendency toward this self-identification of art beginning with Manet and Cézanne 



th:ough to Cuðism,16 bu¹ their works are timid and ambiguous by com)arison with Duchamp’s.) “Modern” art and the work before see:|d 
connected by virtue of their mor
hology. Another way ofGputting it would be that art’s “language” remained the same, ?ut it was saying new things. The event that 
madeçc€nceivabte he realization that it was possibletoö“speak another language” and still makeåsense in ažt was¼Marcel Duchamp’s 
first unassisted ReadZ-made  
WÊth the unassisted Ready-madek art &hnged its focus from the form of the lanñuage2to what was beung said. ?hich means that it  
changed the nature of art from a³ùuµsßion oW morphology to a question of fuFcæ€on. This change – one from “appearance” to “
onc
ption” – was the b¢ginning of “mÝern” art and the beµìnning of conceptual art8 All art {after Duchamp) is conceptûal (in nature) becÈuse 
art oÆly Å.ists¡concepäually  
The “value” ¹f par¨icular artists afuer Duchamp can beoweighed according të how much they questioned the nature of art; which is 
another uay of saying “w4at they added t¶ the cnception of art” or what wasn’t there before they startedp Artists questhon the nature of  
art by pr‡senting new propositions as to art’s nature. And to do this one cannot concern oneslf with the handed-down “language” of 
traditional art, as this activitx is based on the assumption that there ¤s onfy one wayùof framing árt 2ropìsiti_ns. But the very stuff of art is  
indeed greatly �elated to “creating” new proposiši:ns  
The case is often mÎde – particRlarly ¸n reference to Duchamp – ^hat objectÖ of art (such as the Ready-mades, yf course, bu¤ all art is 
implied in this) are judged as objets d’art in later years‘aµd the artists’ intentions become irrelevant. Such anÿargument is the case of a 
preconãeived notion ¢rderiËg together not nesessarily related facts. The „oint is this: aesthetics, as e have ponted out, are conceptually  
irrelevant to art  
Thus, k•y physical thing ca¿ become objet d’a¦t, that is to say, can be šonsidered tasteful, aesthetically pleasing, etc. But this has no 
bearing on the object’sgapplication to an art context; that is, it¨ functioning in an art context. (E.g., if a collector t–kes a painting, attaches 
legs, and uses ¼t Üs a din{ng table it’s an act uÙrelated to art or the artist»because, as art, that wasn’t the artist’s intention.) It is obvious 
thenBt¯atUformalist cðitic)sm’s reliÃnce on morphology leads neìessar ly„with a bias toward the morphology of traditional artw 
And in this sense their criticism Bs not related tœ a “scieûtific method” or any soBt o\ epir cism (as Michael F¢ied, with ¡is detailed 
des(riptions of paintings'and othXr “scholarlj” paraphernalia would w–nt us t} believe).÷Fomalist criticism is no more tVan an analysis 
ofþthe physical adtTibutes of particular objects that hèppen to exist i1‰a morphological contex-. But this do¥sn’t adL any knowledge (or  
facts] to our understanding of the nature or func–ion of art. And neither does it2comment on whet
er or not the objects analyzed arH even works$of Órt, in that formalist critics always ¨ypass the conceptual eleme½t in woßks of aî5. 
Exactly why they do’t omment on thû conceptual element in works of ¾rt is precisÏly be’ause formaóist art is only a9t by viótue of it« res
mblance to earlier works ofÃart. ¹t’s a mindless art. Or, as Lucy Lippard so succinctly describe‡ Jules Olitski’s paintings:®“they’re visua$ 
Muzak.h14 F‡rmalist4critics and órtists alike do not †uestion the nature of art, but as I have said elseNhere: Being an artiet now means 
to question thevnature of art. If one is questioning the nature of paintiŒg, one Jannot beëque›tâoning the nature oföart% If an Artist  
a•Ùepts painting (or sculpture) he is accepting the tradition that goes with it. That’s because the word art is general aßd the word paijting 
is specifiÓ. P¶i–ting Qs © kind of art  
If you make ýazntingsryou are already accepting (not Ÿsest\oni†g) the nature of a¶t. One is the accepting the nature of art to be the 
Eropean tradition of a painting-sculpture dichotomy.15 T…e strongest objection one can ra«se¡against a morphological justiic…tion for
%traditional art is that morphological‚notions of art embody an impled a prio‘i›conceptÊof ar9’s possibilities. And such aG a pÛiori 
concept of the nsturemof art (as separate from analytically framed art propositions or “work,” which I will dscuss later) makes it, indeed, a 
priori: impossible to question the nature of art. And this questioning of the nature of rt is a very important concept in understanding the 
function of art  
        And wFat holds ðrue for Duchamp’s w„rk applKes as weål to most Éf the art after him. ¦n other wþrds, the value of?ubis� – for  
inÂvance – is its idea in the realm ofíart, not the physical or vis-al qSalities seen in a specific paint®ng, or the particularization of 
certainÐco›ors Ir shapes. or these colors and shapes are the artÜs language,” not its müaning conceptuall* as art. TB loo) upon a Cub:st  
“masterwork” now as art is nonsensical, concep–ually speaking, as far as art is concerned. (That Misual information that was unique 
inÂCubismás language has now been generally absorÒed and h.s a lot to došwith the way in h=ch one deaòs witŠ painting 
“linguisticall€.. [E.g., what a Cubist paintig meant experimentallyÊand conceptïalYy to, sa³Ž Gert9ude Stéin, is beond ourÏspecu^atioN 
because the sam_ ‚ainting then “ eant” something difýerent than%it does now.]) The “value” now òf anHorig1naµ Cubist painting is not  
unlike, in most re®gects, an original ¯anuscript by Lo°d Byron, or The Spirit of St. Louis as×it is#seen in thÝ–Smithsonian Institution 
(Inneed, 8useums fill the=Rery same function as the Smithsonian ‰nstitu6[on – why els would the Jeu de Paume wing of the Louvre 
exhibit Cézanne’s and Van GéghÜs[palettDsas proudly Ås they do theiü pailtingÕ?) Actual worŽs of art are little more than historical  
curiosities. As far .s art is concerned Van Gogh’s paintiNg® aren’t wortq any more tha~ his pal5tte is.äThey are both “collector’s 
items.”17 Art “lives” throghkinfluencing )ther art, not Jy existing as the physical residue ofÎan artist’s ideas. The reason that different  
artists from Whe past are Öbrought alives again is because some aspect of their worš becomes @usable” by living a¿tists. That here 
isAno “truth” as to what artüis seems quite unrealized  
What ýs the function o art, oÞ tÕe nature of art? If–we continue our analogy cf the forms art takes as being art’s languþge one ca rea4ie 
then éhat a work of artáis a kÝnd of proposition presented within the ëonÊext of art as a cmment on artº We can then go further én¨  
analyze the types of “propositions.” A. J. yer’s evaluation of òa0t’s distinction between analyticÿa6d sµnthetic is useful to us here: “A 
proposition is analytic when its validity depends soley on the d˜fi§itions«of the symbo§s]it contains, andìsyn†hetic when its validity is 
determined by the facts of experieníe.”18 The analogy I will attempt to make i9Òone between the art condb ion and the condition of the 
analytic proposition. In that they don’t Àppezr to be believable as adthing els, or be about anything (ot´er than art) the forms ofHart mosA 
clearly finallyžrefer©ble only to art have been forms clYsest to anQlytical propositions  
Wïrks of ]rt are aÆa˜ytic propositioŽs. That is, if viewed within their context –Aas art – they provide no inform”%þon wýatsoever about any 
matter of fact. A work of arÝ is a tautology in that it is a presenta�ion of the artist’s«intention,Öthat is, he is saying that that particular work 
of art Ès•alt, which means, ns a aefimition of art. Thus, thmt it is art is true a priori (which is what Judd means when he st¨tes that “if  
someo:e calls it ar_, it’s art‘)  
Indeed, it is nearly impossible tŠ discuss art in g½neôal tDrms withouà talkiÏg in tautologies – for to attempt to “graðp” art by any other  
“haôdle” is merely tofocus on aŸother aspect or quality >f the proposi´ion, which is usuúlly irrelevant to the ar<work’s “art condition.” One 
beginsvto âe«lize tgat art’õ “art condition” is a conceptual stae. Thatµthe langõag¨forms that the artist fram³s his pro®ositioGs in are 
often “private” codes o languages is an iÃevitable outcome of art’s freedo‰ from )orphologfcal constri¸tions; and it follows from¯this 
thatÙone has to be famil&ar with conte7porary art toappreciate it and und¡rsÊand it. Likewise °ne undersKands why the “man in the 
street” is intolerant to artistic artand always deman
s art in a or¶ditional “language.” (And one understands w~y form”list art sells “like hot cakes.”) Only in painting and sãulpture did the 



Èrtis's all speak the same language. What is called “Novelty’Art”‚byXth¼ formalists is oten the attemptto find new languages, althèugh a 
new language doesn’t necessarily mean the framing of new àroposiÕions: e.g.,Mmost kinetic and electronic art  
A4o’heO way of stating, in relation to art, what Ayer asserted about the analyt¼c method in the context of language Òould be 
the+following: The vþlidity of artis2ic p•opositions is not dependent o« any empirical, much les anyqaesthetic, presupposition about Vhe 
natÂre æf tÒings. For the artist, as Jn a%alystü is not directly cDncerneµ with the phys“cal properties of things. He is@concerÉed only 
with the way (1) in (hich art is capa¾le of conceptual growth and þ2) howzCis propositions are capable of¸…ogºcally following that 
grÐwth.19         Pure Expressionism, continuing withòôyer’s terms, cou†d be c_nsideredžas such8 “A sentence whch consisted âf 
deóonstrative symßols would ©ot express a genuine proposition. It wouldobe  mere ejaculatio’, in no way characØerizing that to which it  
was supposed to refer.” Expressionist works are usually such “ejËculations” present(d in thý morphoßogical language of traditional art. If  
Pollock is ;mportat it is bucause he painted on loose canvas :orizontally toÖthe ›loor  
Whatµsn’t imBortant is that he latr put those drippings over stretchers and hung them parallel to the wall. (I xther words what is 
importantQðn art is what one br·ngs to iI, not one’s adoŸtion of what was previously existing.) Wha² is even lass important to art is 
Polôock’s notons of “self-e#Ýression” becau¿e those kinds of subjective meaµings are us‡less to anyone other than those involved wit¬ 
Jim personally. And their “specific” quality putá;them outside ofart’s context  
ì“I do noÜ make art,” Rich•rd Serra says, “I am engaged in an activity; if someone wants to call it art, that’s his business,–but¾itÇs not up 
to me ào decide that ThatÈs ll figured out later.” Serra, then, is ve/y mÌch aware of the implications of his work. If Serra is indeed just 
“figuring out what lead does” (gravitationaçly, molecularly etc.)s why sÊould anyone think of it as art? If he'doesn’t take t�e responsibility  
of it being art, who can, or shoul|? His work certaonly appears to Œe empiricall¼ verifiablem lead can¹do, —nd be used for,  
manyEphysical activithes. In itself this does anything‚but lead us into a dialogue about t8e nature >f art. In a sense tÕen heeis a 
primitive. He h;s no idea -ou% art. How isfit tÌÞn that we know about “his activity”? Because he has toçd us it is vr by his actions ašteë 
“his actÝvity” hasƒtakenXplace. That is, by theSfact that he is with several galleri s, puts the phy»ical residue of Jis ›ctivi§y inXmuseums 
(and s§lMs them to art collectofs – but as we have po1nted out, collectors are irrelevant to the “condition ofèart” of a wo€k)  
'hat he deniesëhis worý is art but plÞys the artist is more thafHjust a parad,x. Øerra secretlÕ feels that “arthood” is rrived at empirically.  
Thus, as Ayer has statÊdæ The2eáare no absolutely certain empi¦ical propositions. It is only tautologie that are cerpain  
EHpirical quesKions 're one and all hypotheses, which may be confirmed or discrÔdited in actual°sense Íxpe˜ience. And the p?
oposÙtion in which we rpcord the observations Ÿhat verXfy these hypotheses Pre the–selves hypotheses which are subject to the teÅt of  
further sense experience. Thus there is ní fin€l propositiin.22 In other words, the proposit×ons of art are not factual, but inguistic ¤n 
charac|er – tµat is, th y do \ot desc•ibe the behavior of physical, or eve� mental objects; th¥y express definitions of art, or the formal 
consequences of âefinitÑons of art. Ac�ordingly, we can say that art operates on a —ogic. For we shall see µhat töe characteristic mark ¶f 
a purely logEcal inquiry i` that it is concUrned with the formaš Cons§quencus of our de±initionss(of art) and not with questions of e-pirical  
fact—20 To repeaÚ, what art has in common with logic an© mjthematics is that it is a taLÿolo™y; i.e.,xthe “art idea” (or “work”) ad art are 
the same and can be apprec(ated as art without going otside tQe contex of art for verific¦tion  
On the other hand,fet us consider why art cannot be Zor has difficulty whe  pt attempts to be) a syntKetic proposit£on.#Or, that is to say,  
when the truth or falsi§y of its assertion is verifiable on empirical XrounËs  
Ayer stats: . . . The criterion by which we determine the öalÀdity of an
a priori or snalytÎcalÝproposition is not slfficient to deter:ine the validity of an empirical or synthÀtic proposition. For it is characteristic of  
empirical propisitions that their valþvi½y is not purely formal. To say that  geometrical proposition, or a system of geometrical  
propoðitions, ús fa"se, is to say that it i
 se^f-contradictory. But an empirical°proposit$on,õor a syste f e—pirical propositions,pmay be free from contradiction and sk¯ll bS alse. It 
is²said to be fal;e, not because it is Áormally defective, but Òecause it fails to ×atisfy some matetial criterion.21 The#unreality of 
“reaËistic” art is due to its framing as an art propoition‘in synthetic termm: one i4 always tempte} to “verify” the 
propositionÏempirically.öRealism’s synthetjÁØstate does nît br–ng one to a circuxar swing back into a dialogue with the larger framework 
of questions aöot the nature ofäart (as does the work of Malelich, Mondrian, wollock, Reinhardt, earlyÞRauschenberg, Johns, 
LichtenstÇin, Warhol, AÐdre, Judd, FlÉvin, LeWit , Morris, and otñers), but rat¡er, one is flung outÞof art’s “orbit” into the “infinite space”  
of the human onditon  
        What one ¹inds all throughout the wri¬ings of Ad RúinMardt 
s this very similarthesis of “art-as-artR” and tÉatq“art is always dead, and a ‘lQving’ ast is a deceptiªn¡”23 Reinhardt hat a very clear idea 
about the nature of art, and his importance is faB from recognzed  
Because forms o« art that cav be considered synthetic pr3posi:iØns are verifiable by the world, that is to say, ko understand these 
propositions½one must leave the tautologiwal-like framework o9 art and consider “ outsid@” information. But tÚ consider it as art it is 
necessary to ignore this same Xutside informatin, because outside infvrmation (experienti´l qu¡litHes, to note) has its own intrinsic 
worYh. And to comprehend rhis wo5th one does not need a state of “art condition.” From 9his it i easÐ to ralize that art’s viability is not  
connected to the presentation of visual (or other) kinds of experience. TŽat t aO¯may have been one of ard’s extraneous funƒöions in 
the preceding centuries is not unlikely. After all, m“n in even the nineteenth century li-ed in a fairly standardùzÖd visual en¦ironmentz T
‰at is, Xt was írdinaúily preÜictable as to what he would be coming into con„act with dayåafter day. His visÅal environment in the part of 
the world in which he lived ²ñs faiTly consist±nt. In our time we have an °xperientially drastically richer environment. One can fly all over 
the˜earh in a mptter of âours and days, not months. W have the cinÊma, and coEor televisiÑn, as wel asÒthe mDnÁmade spectacle of  
the lights of Las Vegas or the skyscrapers ~f New York City.The whole”world is thefe to be Ôeen, and thÓ whole world can watc– m�- 
walk on the moon årom”Pheir living rooms.iCertaily art or objects of painting and sculpture cannot be expected$tð compete experientially 
with this& TÓe notion ofõ“use” is relevant to art anë its “language.” Reœently}the box or cube form has been ðsed a great deal wit0in the 
conèet of art. (Take for instance its use bs Judd, MorrHs, LeWitU, Bladen, Sm-th, Bell,íand MCracken – n^‘ even me
tioingWthe quant…ty of boxes and cubes that cQme üfter.) The differenc between a‡l the various usesÕ3f—thehbox or cube®form is 
dirËctly related to the differences in the in,entions of thª artists.™Further, as is particularly seen in Judd’s work, the use of the box or cube 
form illustÑates verÍ well oÎñ earlieï clai@.that an object is onlŽ art when placed in the context of art  
A few example‰ will p)int this out.hOe could sayÉthat if one†of Ju)d’s box forms was s4en filled with debris, seen placed in an inÔustrial  
setting, or even m

ely seen s³tting on a wYre$ŽÛornÀr, it wouÎd not be identified with art. It vollows then that understanding and consideratio o° 
{t as an artwork isanecessary a priori to viewing it %n order to “see” iz as a work of
-rt. Advance infor0ation about the concept of art and Ïbout an artist’Á concepts i… necessary to the appreciaZÉon and understanding of  
contemporary art. Any and all of —he physical attributeÌ (qualities) of contemporary works, if considered separatelyKand/or pecifi)ally, are 
irrelevant to the art concep£. The art concept (as Judd said, though ¥e didn’t mean¼it this way) must be considere› in its whole´ 
To consider a concept’s parts is invariably to conWider aspects that are irrelevant to its art conditi n – or lke reading parts of a definition  



ðIt comes as no surprise that the Ürt�with the least fixed morphology is the example from which we decipher the nature of the 
general·term “art.” For wheŸ5 there is a context existing sepÐrately of its morpÐology and consisting of its f*nctionWone isŽmore likely 
to find results §es conformiYg and predictßble. It is in modernôart’s possession of a “anguage” with theyshortest history that the 
plausibility of the abzndonment of thþt “anguage” bacomes most possible. It iÅ underst©ndable then that the art that came´out of  
We$ternÄpaënting and sculpture is the|Vost enïrgetic, questioning (of its nature), and the least assumóng of all t%e general “art”  
concerns. In the fiUal ~nalysis, however,%all of the arts have butê(in Wittge£stðin’s terms) a “0amily” Åesemblance  
Yet the vriousYqualities relatable to aÍ “art condition possessed by poetry, the novelÈ the cinema, the theatre, and various Qors of þusic, 
etc., is t[at aspe t of them most reliable to tÞe function of art as asserted here  
Is not the decline of poetry relatable to the impÔied metaphyNics from poetry’s use of “comTon” languane as an£arN äanguage?24 In 
New York the last decadent stages of poetry ca1 be seen in the ”ove by “Concrete” poets recent¿ytoward the use of actual objects and 
theatre.2511Can it be that they feel the unreality of their art form?         We see now that the axioms of a geom‡try are simply 
definitions,âand that the theorems of aùgeometry are simply the logicalconsequences f these definitions. A çeometry is notfn itself 
aboþtQp11ysical sp¶<e; in ´tself «t cannot be sai to be “about” anything. But we can use a weometry to remson about phy6ièal space• 
Th?t is to say, once we havÜ given the axiomsõa physical interpretationz we can proceed to apply the theor]ms to thm objects$«hich 
satisfy the axioms. Whet
er a geometry can be app1ied to the ac¼ual physical Àorld or not, is n empiri£al questio¸ which falls outside the scope of geûmetry itself.  
Áhere iñ no sense, therefore, in asking-w*ich of¦the various geometriesØknown to us •re false and which are tru›. Insofar as they are 
all{free from contrdiction, they are all true. The proposition which states that a certain a!plicatÃon o¦ a geometry is possible isbnot itselfòa 
propçsitin}of that geometry. All that the geometry itsef tells us is that if aûythi
g can be brought under the definitions, it wilY aÌso satisfy the theÜrems. It is tÝerefore a purelò logical ]ystem, and its prÖpo²itions Ère 
purely analytic propositions. –A. J. Ayer26 Here then I propose rests the via§ility of art. In an age whsn traditionLl  hilosophy Ts unreal 
because of its assumptions, artSs abirty î¢ exist will depend nñt only on itsÚnot performing a–ervice – aŒ entertai±ÿent, visuil (Žr other)  
experience, or decoratêon – whic³ is something easily replaced by kitsch culture, Bnd technology, but, rLher, it will remain viableÜby not 
assuming a ùhilosophical stance; for in r¹’s”uëique character is the capacity to remaUn¹aloof from philosophical judgments. It is in this 
context that Wrt shares similari—ies Jith loëic, mathematics, and, as well, science. But whereas the other endeavors are usáfìl, art is not.  
Art indeed exists for its own sake† 
In this period of mXn, after philosoph7 and religion, art may possibly be one end”avor )hat fulfillœ íhat another aDe might have 
calledÔ“mTn’s spiritual needsK” Or, anotÙer way of"putting it might be that art deals analogousDyxwith the st¥te of th.ngs beyoÚd 
ph§sicsÄ where philosophy had t$ make assertions. And art’s streng h is that even the preceding îentence is 8n assertimn, nd cannot be 
verifi-d by artÏ 
Art’s only claim3is for art¯ Art is thudefinition of art  
æ       NOTES  
 Reprintedjfrom Studio Internatdon«l—(Oct´ber, L969)  
1 Morton White, The Age of Analysis (New York: Mentor Books), p. 14  #
2OIbid., p. 15  
3 I mean Ðy this Existeätialism and PheÓom©nology. Even Merleau-Pÿnty, with his middle-of-the-road position —etween empiricism and 
rationalism} cünnot Áxpress¨his philosophy without the—use of words (thus using conceàts); and following this, how can one discEss 
experiencœ without sharp distinc
ions between ourseoves and the wlrld? 4 Sir¤James J¿ans, Physics an~¼Philosophy (A…n Arbor, Mich.Ò Univ¤rsity of 
MichiganSPress), p.17  
5 Ibid., @. 190  
6 Ibid., p. 190  
“ Þhe task such philo€ophy has tìken upo¥ itself is the only_“function” it could perf,rm without making philosophic asseötions  
8 This is de}lt with in the following section  
9 I wuld lRke todÃake it clear, however, thatÌI intend to sueak for no†one Ôlse. I arrived at these coclusions alonI, and ändeed, it is from 
this th¿nkiYg th/t my art since 1966 (f not before) ev
lved. O"ly recently di
 I realize after meeÐing Terry Atkinson that he and Michael Baldwin share similar, though certainly not identical, opinions to ±ine  
1÷ Webster’s New Wærld Dicti|nary \½ the American Language  
11 The conceptual level of the work oØ Kenneth Noland4 Jules Oùitski, Morris Louis, Ron Davis, Ant%ony C›rî, John Hoyland, Dan 
Christensen, et a×., is so dismally low, that any that is there is supplied bÚ the critics promoting it. This is seen later  
12 Michael Fried’s reasons for using GreenbergCs rationale reflect his#backgroun+ (and most of Ôhe other formalist critics) as a 
“scholar,” but more of it is d#e to his des rez I suspect, to bring his schola9ly stu ies into the modern world. OÔ« can easily sympathize 
with his desire to connect, say, Tieîolo with Jules Olitsƒi. One should never for¨et, however, th›t a hisöorian loves histo¤y ³ore than 
anything¯ even art  
13 Lu
y Lippard uses th–s q”otation in a footnote to Ad Reinhardt’s r9t3ospective catalogue, January, '967
 p. 28  
14 Lucy Lippard, “Constellatián by Hars) Da$light: The Whitn=y Annual,” Hudson Review, Vol. 21, No. 1 ‘Spring, 1968) |
n5 Arthur R. ñose, “Four Interviews,” Arts Magazine &February, 1969)  
16 ¨s Terry Atkinson pointed out i“ hiý introd²ction to Art-Language (Vol.•1, No.é1),ëthe CubŠsts never questioned if art had 
morphošogical characteri!tics, but Öich ones in painting were acceptabke  
ñ17 When someone “b]ys” a Flavin he isn’t Íuying a light show, for if he was he could just go to aËhardùareŸstore and Wet the goods for  
considerab& Sesp. He isn’t “buying” anything. He is subsidizing Flavin’s xctivity as an artxst  
18 A. J. Ayer, Language, Tr/th, azd Logic (Nw Yrk: Dover PublicatÏons), p. 78  
19àIbid., p. 57  
20 Ibid.£ p. 57  
Ô1 IbiŠ., p.90  
22 Ibid., p. 94  
23 Ad Reinhardt’s retrospe§tiv… cata²gue (Jewish Museum, January, 1967) written by Lucy Lippa‡d, p. 12  
24 ItUis poetry’s use of common language to attemßt to say the unsayable that is problemaGic, not any inherentÏproblem€in thVusê of  
language within the context of artr 25 Ironically, many of the‹ call themselves “Conceptual Pwets.” Much of this€work is verW similar t§ 



Walter de Maria’s wo7k and t“is is notñcoincidental; de Maria’s work functions as aÍkind of “object” poetry, and hV in¬entions are very 
poetic: he reallySwants his work to change men’s l]ves  
26 Op. cit., p. 82  
         

  A;T FTER
PHILOSOPHY (1ò69)  Joseph Ìsuth  Part 1Ä 
 The factthat it has recently become fashionable for phyFicis¡s themselves to be sympDthetic toward religion §
. . mark½ the physi%ists’ own lack on confidencedin the validit f òheir hypot©eses, w“ich is a reLction on their part frô‚ the antireligious 
dogmatism of nineteenth-centuêy scienÃis—s, a\d a natural outome of the cris°s throughóhich physics has just pÄssež. –A. J. AyŽr. . . .  
once one has underst·od 8he Trctatus t\ere will b· no t…mptation i concern Æneself anyÄore with philoõophy, ‹hich isxne+ther empirical  
like science nor tautological like makhepatics; one´will, like Wittgenstein in 1918ô abandon p8ilosophy, which, as traditionally  
understood, is rooted in¦conu1io.  
–J. O. årmson  
TraditLona~ philos“7hy, almost by defÖîition, has concerÀed itself with the unsald. The nearly çöclusie focus onðthe said by tweÜûietç-
cenÃury analytiTal linguistic pKiloÍophers is the shared conteïtion th
tEthe unsaid is unsaid Oecause it is unsayable. Hegelian Âhilo&ophy made sense 7n the nineteeÊth cent-ry and mst have been 
soothing to a cenªury that was barely gettin¼ over Humh, the Enlightenment, and KCnt.1 Hegel’s philosophy¹was also capablù of giving 
covkr for a defense6of religious beliefs, spplying an altcrnati¤e to Newtonian mec§anics, and fitting in with tùe growth of/history as a 
discipline, as well as acceptin DarwiniŸn bi}loÇy.2 He añpeaVed to give an acceïtable resolution to t?e conflict bƒtween theology and 
science, as well  
The resut of Hegel’] influence has been that a great majority ofQc¦ntemporar« philosop>ers are really little more thanêhistorians of 
philos)ppy, Ldbrarians  f the Truth, so tT speak. Oneäbegins to get the impressôon that there WisÞnothing more to be said.” And c‚rtainly  
if one reilizes the iöplLcaJions of Wit}genstein’s thinking, and the thinking influenced •y him and after him, “Continental” philoæophy 
neeu not seriously be conidered Sere.3 Is there a reason for th& “unreality” of /‚ilo÷ophy in our tÞmb? Perhaps this can be answered by 
looking;into the £ifference bet¼een our time and ohe centuries prededing us. In the past man’Ã c)ncluÐions about the;world were based 
on the vnforEa¢ion he had about it – ifŽnôt specifically lik× the empir¨cists, ðhen gFnerally lœkethe rationaTists. Often iâ fact,  
thà÷clo.enes be±ween science and philowop<y wa© so great that scientists and philosophers were one and the same person.(In fact,  
from tHe times of Thales, picurus, Heraclitus, and Aristotle to Des9artes and Leµï�itz, “the great names in philosophy were often great  
names in science as well.”4 That tÏe wold aÂ perceived by twentieth-cent-ryºsc?enºe is a vatly different one thån phe one of ¯ts preÍeding 
centuryé noed ôot be proved he¨e. Is it possible, then, that iÔ effect man has learn-d so puch, and hDs “intelligence” is su–h, that  
he¸Äannot bOlieve the reasoning o4 tradºtionA  philosopµy? That perhaps he knows tao muü0 about tbe world to make ãhose kinds of  
conclusions? As eir JampÈ Jeans has statei:<. µ . When ph§l‹sophy has availed i¢elf ofúthe results of scienLe, it has not been 
b3NjorèowAng the abstact mathematical descÜiption of the pattern of events, but by bgrrowrng the then curent pictorial desîription of  
thisÝpattern; thus it has not appropriated certain knowledge 
ut +onjectures  
T9eDeaconjectures were often good enough •o· tYe man-sized worldw but not, as we nÏw knowÌ for those ltimate pr¢cessescof øature 
which control the $a£penings o¶ the mÎn-sized world, and brinh us Xearest to the tráeànature oN reality.5  He contiues: One 
consequence of t="K is that th[ suandard philosophicaj discussions of many problems, suc‹ as hose of causality and free wiÅl orof  
materialism or mentalism, re based on an intêrpretaton f ¥hÓ p“ttern of events]which is no lJngeu`tenabl·. The scientific basis of these 
older discussionï has been
washed aØay, and with theirØdisÓppearance hJve gone all the argu„ents . . .6 =he twentie’h c²nt
ry b*9uht in a tLme that couíd be called “the end of philos phy and the beginn7n of art  
” I do öo mean that, of course,‰%trictly speakng, but rather as the “tendÝncy”Æof the situation. CerÜainly lingxistic phiþosoph can Se 
considerjd the hÌiv to empiriÿism, uut it’à.a philosophy in one <ear.7 And there is certainly an “art condition” to art preleding Duchamp, 
but i¡s other functÐon or reasons-to-be are so pronounced týat its9ability to Ø¸BctioL clearÄyoas art limits it arÍ condition so draótically  
that it’s only minimally art.8 þn n  mechanastic s ]se is there a connection between philosophy’s “ending” and art’s “begiµning,” but I don’t  
find this occuŸrence entirely coincid.ntal. Though thó same resons may be reêponsiblç 3or bot= occu›reuces, the Ùonne³tion is 
made by me. I bring th]s a&l up to analyze artus function and subsequently its viabilit=. An¯ I do so to enable others to unrersQand the 
reasoningÖof rø– and, by Ðxtehsion, oher artists’ – art, a well¢to provide a clearer unŠerstanding of the ter “Cønceptual art.€9 

THE FUNCTION OF ART 

The main qualÝficatŽons\to the lesser posi iQn ofâpainting is that advances in art ar cert2Înly not always formal ones. –Do•aldJudd 
(1963) "
Half or more of the best nõw work in the lþst few years has been neiU|er paintin  noÕ sculpture. –Donald Judd (1965)  
Everything sculptþre áas, my work doÀsn’t
 
–Donald Judd2(1967)  
The idea becomÕs a machi¹e that mãkes the art1 –SolwLeWitt (1965) The one·thing to say about art is that it is oneUthingÉ Art is art-as-
art and everything else is everythingŒelse.ôArt as art is nothing but art  
Art is not wh t is not art.ô–Ad ReinFardt (1963) Ü
˜he meaning is the use –Wittgenstein  
A more func7ional•app§oach to the ‘tudy of concepts has tended toXreplace he method f introspection. Instead of attemptingxt gra0p or 
descrie conceptsubare, so to speak, the psycuologist investigates the way in 
hich they funtion as ingredëÚnts in eliefs and in judgm™nt¹  
Ü–Irving M. Copi  
Meaœi*g 's always a pres„ppos�tio‹3of function  
–T. Segerstedt  
. . . the subj¬ct matter of conceptualeinv[sSigation} is the mea‚ingof §ertain words nd expressions – a´d not tIe thi.gs and satžs of affairs  
themselvesIabout whichíwe talk, when using thse words and expr(sio]s  Q
–G.. Von Wrig9t \



Thiking ia radically metap2oric. Linkage byèanalogy is it2 èonstituent law or prin�iple, its causal nexus, sinc7 meaning�only ariseZ 
through �he causal coÉtexts by which afsign!smandsÛfor (takes Žhe place of) an instaúce of a sort. To¹think `f Bnything isß²oÂta™eŸit a‘  
o a s³rt (as a such an8 uch)8an" that “as” brings in (openly or in disguise) the analgy, thc öaraClel, the metapçoric Ùrapple or ground or 
grasp or draw by wIich alone the miŒd ™akes hold. Itõtakes no hold if thúreÕis ‹oÑhing for it to haul from, for is thinking is theÒhaul, the 
attraction of lkes  
]–I. ¿. Richards  
ZIË this section I w™ll dis[uss the separatiØn between aesthÐuics and art; consider briefly formalist 5rt (because „t is a leading 
wroponent ofûÄhe idea of aesthetics as art), and assertïthat art is ½na$og-us tõ an§analytic propositi©n, an. that it is art’s exiàtence as a 
tautology that enables art to remain “aloof” from philohophical _resumptionsÌ 
        It is necssary tošseparate aesthetics Mrom art because aesthetics Áeaµs /ßth opinions)on íeÄception of the world in general. Inthe  
¿ast one op the two pro
gs of art’s function w›s üt: valuÁ as decoration. S” any brancR of philo—ophy that dealt withm“bea“ty” and thus taste, was ineviTably duty  
bound to dis7uss art aswell  
Out of this “hÎbï” grew the notion that there wasPa conceptÏal connection beÌw3en art and aesthetics, which is not true. T#is idea ne†er 
drŠstically coöflicteC with artistic considerations before 5e*entvtšme, oot only because the morpholgical characÎeristi…s ofÅhrÌ  
perpetuatddPthe continuity Óf this error, but as we>l, becase the apparent other “functi±ns” o_ art (depictio� of religious th´mes,  
portraiture of aristoc·ats, detailing of arÚhitecture, etc.) usA›�art to c7ver up a’t  
¥When objects Vre preented8within the context ofart (and until recentlŽ objects always have been used) they are§as eliÒible for ae
thetic considerýtiCn &s are any objects in the world, and an a÷sþ†etic cònsiderati'n of an object exi
ting on the realm of�art means that thö object’s exi’tenc” or functioning in an art contexÙ is iÇrelµvant to the eesthetic judYment  
The relation of aesthetics tí art is not unlike that of aesthetics to arch]tecture© n that architecture has a very specific funcion and hzw 
“good”its dõsign is is prim%rily rÕlated to how well it perf"rms its fun
tion. Thu-, judgments on what¸it ooks like c[rrespond to tase, and we cMn see thatÜ
h orghout Eistory different examplLs of arc3itec„ure are2Qrased at diffeýe¶t times depending on txe aeÅthetics ofYÏarticular 
epochs. Aesthetic thinkingãhas even gone s) fFr as to �ake ½x×mples of archivecture not related to “art” at all, works of art in (hemseles 
(e.g., the pyramid6 of Egypt)  
Aesthetic consideüa ions Òre Ändeedalways ext aneous to an object’s function or “r¬ason-to-be.” Unlessof course, that object’s 
reason-to-be is >trictly aesthútˆc. AnEexample of a purely aesthetic#objectbis a decorative object, for decoration’Û pÙÆmÑry 
funcŒion is “to add something t‰, sÞ as toÌmke mo”e attractive; adorn; ornament,”10 and this rlÐtes dørectly to taste  
AndôtFiÚ leads ßs Rirectly tV “formÒlist” Lr™ and criticism.11 Formalistart (painting an> scu(ptÞre) is the vanguard of decoration, 
and, strictïy spakig, one coÄld reasonably assert that its aµt condition is so minimal t™at for all•functiœnal purp=seE it is not art at all, but 
pure exe¹cises in aesthetics. Above all things Clemen† Greenbrg is the critic of tasöe. Behind every one oè hi• dncisions is an aesthetic 
judgment,'with those judgments reflecting his taste  
AndÅwhat does his taste reflecte The period he grew u© in a a critic, the pDriod “§eal” for h›ŠÞ the fifties.12 How elAe can one account 
f½r, gizen his theories – if they have any logic to them aÉ all – hisdisinteres÷ in Frank Sfe la, Ad Reinhardt, ˜nd others aõ;licable to his 
historical scheme? Is it becaus° he is “. . . basically u‡ymYathetic on personally exäerienti÷l ñ\ouÄds”?ù3 Or, in other wyrd, “ther worI  
doesn’t suit hi tas•e?” But n the¯philosophic tabula r*sa of art, “if s²meone calls it art,” as Don JWdd has said, “Êt’s a<t.” Give˜ th™s, 
foÙmalistDpaiŽting and_sculpture can be granted an “art conéition,” but .nly by vúrtue of t-eir presentarion in terms of their art idea 
(eŸg., a rectangular-shapÔd canvûs stre’ched over wooden suòports an� stained wøth such and such colors, us]ng such and such 
forms, giving s’ch and suc8 a visua€ exÛerie™ce> etc.y. If one loosat coÇtempor!ry art in this  ight one rŒalizes th“ minim�l creative 
effort taken on the part of formalist arñis�s spciÌicaïly, and Mll painters and X:òlptors (wo‹king as suYh today) generally  
13hi] briìgsÖus to¾the rea-izatioµ thatìformalist×art and critiTismPaccepts a
 a deinition of art one tha  exists&solely on morphol™gical grounãs. While a vast quanV3ty of similar ooking o
jects orXimages (or visually relateš objects -r imagüs) may seem to be related or connected) becauûñeof a siìilaity of visual/exÂeriential 
“reading’Q” one caÒnot cçaim from thiË an artistic or con3eptual relationship  
    „   The function of art, ¶s a question,'was eirst raised >yóarcel Duchamp. In facê iy is Marcel guchamp wÆom we òan credit ´ith’giving 
art its owÑ identity. (One can certainly see a tendency towarf this self-identification ofaart begining with Manet and Cézanne th:ough to  
Cuðism,16 bu¹ their works are ¾i/id and ambiguous byÃcom)aris¥n with DuNhamp’s.) “Moder–” art and the work before see:|d 
connectedvby v¡rtue of their àor
hology. Another way ofGputting it would be that art’s “language” remained the s°me, ?ut it was saying new things. The eve’t that 
madeçc€nceivabte he realization that it was possibletoö“speak another?language” and still makeåsense in ažt was¼Marcel(Ducøamp’s 
first unasÆisted Read-made  
WÊth the unassisted Ready-madek art &hnged its focus from the form of the lanñuage2to what was beung sðid. ?h[ch means that it  
chanÁed the nature of art from a³ùuµsßion oW morphology to a question of fuFcæ€on. This change – one from “appearance” to “
onc
|tion” – was the b¢ginning of “mÝern” a™t and the beµìnnyng of conceptual art8 All art {after Duchamp) is conceptûal (in nature)  
becÈuse'art oÆly Å.ists¡concepäually 
The “value” ¹f par¨icular antists afuer Duchamp can beoweighed according hë how much tÒey queKOioned the n
ture of art; which is another uay of saying “w4at they added t¶ theØcBnception ofŸart” or what wasn’t there before they startedp Artists 
questhon the nature of art by pr‡senµing new propositions as to art’sVnature. ALd to do this one cannot concern oneslf wi@h the 
handed-down “lanƒuage” of traditional art, s this activitx is based on the assumption that there ¤s onfy one wByùof framing árt  
2ropìsiti_ns. But the very stuff of art is indeed greatly �elated to “creating” new proposiši:ns  
The case is often mÎÒe – particRlarly ¸n referenceÞto Duchamp – ^hat objectÖ of art (such as the H'ady-mades, yf courne, bu¤ Sll art is 
`mplied in this) are judged as objets d’art in later years‘aµd”the artists’ inHentions become irrelevant. Such anÿargument is the cse of a 
preconãeived notion ¢rderiËg together not nesessarily relaöed factsÖ The
„Xint is this: aesthetics, as e have ponted oÒt, are conceptually irrelevant to ar-  
Thus, k•y physical thing ca¿ become objet d’a¦t, that is to say, can be šonsidered tasteful, aesthetically pleasing, etc. But this has no 
bearin— 1n the object’sgapplication to an art context; thòt is, it¨ funcvioning in an art context. (E.g., if a collector t–kes a pain³ing, attaches  
legs, and©uses ¼t Üs a din{ng table it’s an act uÙrelat¿d to art or the artist»because,Éas art, that wasn’t the artist’s intention.) It is  
obvious thenBt¯atU¢ormalist cðitic)sm’s reliÃnce on morphology lýadsne¿essar ly„with a bias toward th§ morphology of traditional artw 
And in this sense their criticšsm Bs µ!t related ðœ 
 “scieûtific method” or any soBt o\ ôpir cism (as Michael F¢ed,6with ¡is detailed des(riptions of paintings'and othXr 
“scholarlj”„paraphernalia would w–nt us t} bel¦eve).÷Fomalist criticism is no more tVan an analysis ofþthe physical adtTibutes of 



part˜cularobjects th¦t hèppen toiexist i1‰a morphol‹gical contex-. But this do¥sn’t adL any knowledge (or facts] to our understanding of  
the nature or func–ion of art. And neither does it2comment on£whet
er or not the objects analyzed arH evenèworks$of Órt, in that for´alist critics always ¨ypas½ the conc0ptual eleme½t in woßks of aî5. 
áxachly why they do’t¶omment on thû conceptual elHment in works Ff ¾rt is precisÏly be’ause formaóist art is only a9t by viótue of it«Øes
mblance to earlier works ofÃart. ¹t’s a mindless art. Or, as Lucy Lippard so s‡ccinctly describe‡ Jules OlitÝki’s paintings:r“they’re visua® 
Muzak.h14 F‡rmalist4critics and órtists alike do not †uestion the nature of art, but as I havê said eãseNhere: Being an artiet now means 
to question thevnatue of art. If one ià questioning the nature of paintiŒg, one Jannot beëque›tâonig the nature oföart% If an Artist a•epts  
paivting (or sculpture) he is accepting the traditioF that goes with it. Th-t’s befauseáthe word art is gen¯ral aßd the word paijting is 
specifiÓ. P¶i–ting Qs © kind of art  
If you make¸azntingsryou are already accepting (not Ÿsest\oni†g)Ôthe nature of a¶t. One is the accepting the nature of Çrt to be the 
Eropean týadition of a painting-s¾ulpture dichotomy.15 T™e strongest objection one can ra«se¡against a morphological justiic…tion for
%traditional art is that morphological‚notions of art embody an impled a prio‘i›conceptÊof ar14’s possibilities. And such aG a pÛiori 
co„óept of the9nsturemof arœ (as separate from analytically framedVart propositions or “workƒ” which I will dscuss later) makes it, 
indeed, a pPiori: imposüible to question the nature of art. And this questioning of the nature of rt\is a very importantÂconcept in 
understanding the function of art  
        And wFat holds ðrue for Duchamp’s w„rk applKes as wål to mostbÉf çhe art after him. ¦n otÄer wþrds, the value of?ubis� –  
forGinÂvance – is its idea in the realm ofíart, not the physixal or HiC-al qSalities seen in a specific paint®ng, or the particularization of 
certainÐco›ors I‡ shapes or theFe colous and shapesuare the artÜs language,” not its müaning conceptuall* as art. TB loo) upon a 
Câb:st “masterwork” now as art is nonsensical, concep–ually speaking, as far as art is concerned. (That Misual informa,ion tGat was 
unique inÂCubismás language has now been generally absorÒed and h.s a lot to došwith the way in h=ch one deaòs witŠ painting 
“linguisticall€.. [E.g., 
hat a ðubist paintig meant exPerimentallyÊand conceptïalYy to, sa³ŽÚGert14ude Stð…n, is beond ourÏspecu^atioN because�the sam_ 
‚ainting then “ eant” something difýerentthan%it doesˆnow.]) The value” now òf anHorig1naµ Cubist painting is not unlike, in mosg 
re®gects, an original ¯anuscrip| by Lo°d Byr‹n, or The pirit of St. Louis as×it is#seen in thÝ–Smithsonian Institution 
(Inèeed, 8useums fill the=Rery same unction as the Smithsonian ‰nstitu6[on – why els would the Jeu de Paume wing of the Louvre 
exhibit Cézanne’s and Van GéghÜs[palettDsas proudly Ås they do the)ü pailtingÕ?) Actual worŽs of art are little more tha± hiStorical  
curiosities. As ftr . art is concerned Van Gogh’s paintiNg® aren’x wortq any more tha~ his pal5tëe is.äTheyçare b‚th “cÏllector’s items.”17 
Art “lives” throghkinfluencing )ther art, not Jy existing a“ the physical residue ofÎan artist’s ideas. The reasonÖthat different artists from 
Whe past are Öbrou¦ht ±l°ves again is becùuse some aspect of their worš becomes @usable” ‚y living a¿tists. Th=t here isAno “truth” aî  
to what artüis seems quite unrealized  
What ýs the function o art, oÞ tÕe nature of art? If–we continue our analogy cf the forms art takes as $eing art’s ljnguþge one ca rea4ie 
then éhat a ¾ork of artáis a kÝnd of proposition presented within the ëonÊext of art as a cmment on artº WeIcan then go further én¨ 
analyze the types of “propositions.” æ. J. yer’s evaluation oÞ òa0t’s distinction between analyticÿa6d sµnthetic is useful to us here: “A 
proposition is analytic when it validity;depends soley on the d˜fi§itions«of the symbo§s]it contains, abdìsyn†hetic when its validity is 
determined by the facts of experieníe.”18 The analogy I will attempt to make i14Òone between the ar6 condb ion asš the condition of the 
analytic proposition. In that they don’t Àpp¶z¥ to be believable as adthing els, or be about anything (ot´r than art) the forms of_art mosA 
clearlyëfinallyžrefer©ble only to art have been forms clYsest to anQlytical propositions  
Wïrks of ]rt areÚaÆa˜ytic propositioŽs. That is, if vieweÅ within their context –Aas art – they provid¥ n% inform”%þon wý+tsoüver about 
any matter of 
act. A work of arÝ is a tautology in that it is a presenta�ion of the artist’s«intention,Öthat is, he is s`ying thÔt that particular work of art  
Ès•alt, which means, ns a aefimition oX art. Thus, thmt it is art is tžue a priori (wÌic is what Judd means when he st¨tes that “if someo:e 
caÞls it ar_, it’s srt‘)  
Indeed, it is nearly impossible tŠ discuss art in g½neôal tDrms withouà ta±kiÏg in tautologies – for to attempt to >graðp” art by any other 
“haôdle„ is merely tofocus on Ÿother aspect or qu&lity >
 the proposi´ion, which is usuúlly irrelevantÀto the ar<work’s “art coXdition.” One beginsvto âe«lize tgat art’õ “art condition” is  conceptual  
stae. Thatµthe langõag¨forms that the artist fram³s his pro®ositioGs in are ofteÙ©“‚ÿivate” codes o languages is an iÃevitable 
outcome†of art’s fr+edo‰ fom Îorphologfcal constrÎ¸tions§ and^it follows from¯this IhatÙone has to be famil&ar with conte7porary art  
toappreciate it andÊund¡rsÊand it. Likewise °ne undersKands why the “man in the street” is intolerwnt to artistic artand always deman
s art in a or¶ditional “language.” (AnY one understand÷ w~y f˜rm”list art sells “like hot cakes.”) 'nly in paintingqand sãulpture d'd the 
Èrtis's all speak the same language. What is called “Novelty’Art”‚byXth¼ formalistq is oten toe attemptto find new languagesm althèuöh 
a new language doesn’t necessarily mean the framiPg of new àroposiÕions: e‡g.,Mmost k?netic andêelectronic art  
A4o’heO way of stating, in relation to art, what Ayer Þsserted about the analyt¼c method in the zontext o¬¦language Òould be 
the+following: The vþlidit¹ o` artis2ic p•opositions is not d™pendent o« any empirical, much les °nyqaesthetic, presupposition about Vhe 
natÂre f tÒings. For the artist, as Jn a%alystü is not d rectly cDncerneµ with the phys“cal properties of thin¿s. He is@concerged 
onlywwith the wa (1) in (hich art is capa¾le of conceptual Œrowth and þ2) howzCis propositions are capable of¸…ogºcally following that  
grÐwth.19�        Pure Expressionism, continuing withòôyer’s te¢ms, cou†d be c_nsideredžas such8 “A sentence whch consisted âf 
d=óonstrative symfols would ©ot express  genuine proposit+on. It wouldobe  mere ejaculatio’, in no way characØerizing that to which it  
was supposed to refer.” Exp1essionistqworks are usually such “ejculaNions” present(d in thý morphoßogical language of traditional art. If 
Pollock is ;òportat it is bucause he painted on loose canvas :õrizontally toÖthe ›loor  
Whatµsn’t imBortÔnt is that h± latr put those drippings over stretchers and hung them parallel to the wall. (I xther words what is 
importantQðn art is what one br·ngs to iI, not one’s adoŸtion of what was previously existing.) Wha² is even lass important to art is 
Polôock’s otons of “self-e#Ýression” becau¿e those kinds bf èubjectVve meaµings are us‡less to anyone other than those involved wit¬ 
Jim personally. And their “specific” quality putá;them outside ofart’s context  
ì“I do noÜ make art,” Rch•rd Serra says, “I am engaged in n actiBity;Èif someoNe wants to call it art, that’s his busines°,–but¾itÇs not up 
to me ào decide ‚hat ThatÈs ll figured out later.” Serra, then, is ve/y mÌch aware of the implicat¬ons of his work. If Serrà is indeed just 
“figuring out whax lead does” (gravitationaçly, molecularly etc.)s why sÊould anyone think of i9 as art? If he'doesn’t take t�e responsibility  
of it being art/ who can, orêsoul|? His work certaonly appears to Œe empiricall¼ verifiablem lead can¹do, —nd be used for,  
manyEphysical activithes. In itself this does !nything‚but lead us into a dialogue about t8enature >f art. In a sense tÕe? heeis a‹primitiÂe.  
He h;s no idea -ou% art. How isfit tÌÞn that we know about “his a/tivity”? Because he has toQd usÔi¾ is vr by his actions ašteë “his 
actÝvity” hasƒtakenplace. That is, by theSfact thaò he isìwith several galleri s, puts the phy»ical residue of Jis ›ctivi§y inXmuseums 
(and s§lMs them to art collectofs – but as we have po1nted Uut, collectors are irrelevant to the “condition ofèart” of a wo€kµ  
'hat'he deniesëhis worý is art but plÞys the urtist is more thafHjust O parad,x. Øe¤ra secretlÕ feels that “art,ood” is rrived at empirically.  
Thus, (s Ayer has statÊdæ The2eáare no absolutely certai� empi¦ical prohosiôio¦s. It is only tautologie that are cerpain  



EHpirical quesKions 're one and all hypotheses, which may be confirmed or discrÔdited in actual°sense Íxpe˜ience. And the p?op¹sÙtion 
in which we rpcord hhe observations Ÿhat verXfy these hypotheses Pre the–selves hypotheses wh¿ch are subject to the teÅt of further  
sense experience. Thus there is ní fin€l propositiin.22 In other words, thà «roÚosit×ons of art are no- factual, but inguistic ¤n charac|er –  
t,at is, th d do \ot desc•ibe the behavior of physical, or eve mental objects; th¥y express definitions of art, or the formal conseque;ces of 
âefinitÑons of art. Ac�ordingly, we can say that art operates on a —ogic. For we shall see µhat töe characteristic markt¶f a purely logEcal  
inquiry i` that it is concUned with the foímaš Cons§quencus of our Ÿe±initioÏss(of art) an“ not with questions of e-pirical fact—20 To 
repeaÚ, what ¬rt has in common with 
ogic an© mjthematics is that it is  taLÿolo™y; i.e.,xthe “art idea” (or “work”) ad art are the same and can be °pprec(ated as art wi
hout going otside t¤e contex of art fÉr verific¦tion  
On the other hand,fet us consider why ar ccnnot 
e Zor has difficulty whe  pt att[mptsqto be) a syntKetic proposit£on.#Or, that is to say, when tÈe truth or falsi§y of its assertion is verifia
le on empirical XrounËs  
Ayer stats: . . . TÎe criterion by which we deteumine the öalÀdity of an
a priori or snalytÎcalÝproposition isânoÔ slfficient to deter:ine th¨ validity of“an eípirical or synthÀtic proposition‚ Foî it Às characte›istic of  
empirical propisitios that their va1þvi½y is not purely formal. To say hat  geometrical proposition, or a system of àeometrical 
propoðitions, ús fa"se, is to say that it i
 se^f-contradictory. But an empiri/al°proosit$ox,õor a£syste f e—pirical propositions,pƒay be free fromûcontradiction an sk¯ll bS alse. It 
is²said to be fal;eº not ÅÄcause it is Áormally defective, but Òecause it fails to ×atisfyDsome matetial criterion.21 The#unreality of 
“reaõistic” art is due to its framing as a, art propoition‘in synthetic termm: one i4 always tempte} toò“verify” the 
propositionÏempirically.öRealism’s synth$tjÁØstate does nît br–ng one¤to a circuxar ‡wing back into a dTalogue with the larger fram¹work 
of questions aöot the nature ofäart (as does the work of 1alelich, Mondrian, wollock, Reinhardt, earlyÞRauschenberê, Johns, 
LichtenstÇin, Warholð AÐdre, Judd, FýÉvin, LeWit , Morris, and otñers), but rat¡er, one is"flung outÞof art’s Ýorbit” into the “infinite 
space” of the human onditon  
        What one ¹inds all throughout the wri¬ings of Ad ,úinMardt 
s this very similartmesis of “art7as-artR” and tÉatq“art is alwa´s dead, andðÀ ‘lQving’ aWt is a deceptiªn¡”23 Reinhardt hat a very clear 
idea about the nature of art, and his importance is faB from recognzed  
Because fors o« art that cav be considered synthetic pr3posi:iØns are !erifiable by the world, that is to say, ko understand these 
propositions½one must leave the tautologiwal-like frÎmHwork o9 art and consider “ outsid@” information. But tÚ consider it as art it is 
necessary to ignor² this same Xutside informatin, because outside infvrmation (experienti´l qu¡litHes, to note) has its own intrinsic worYh. 
And to compreÍend rhis wo5th one does not need a state of “art condition.” Frm 9his it i easÐ to r�alize that art’s viability is not connected 
to the presentation of visual (or other) kinds of experience. TŽat V aO¯mayIhav¢ been one of ard’„ extraneous funƒÁions in `he 
precediEg centuriez is not un[ikely. After all, m“n in even the nineteenth century liŒed in a fôirly standardùzÖd visualen¦ironmentz T‰at 
is, \t was írdinaúily preÜictable as to what he would be coming into con„act with dayåafter day. His visÅ2l environment in the part of the 
world inZwhich he lived ²ñs faiTly consist=nt. In our time we have  n Ïxperientially drastically richer environment. One can fly all oNer 
the˜earh in a &ptter of âours and days, not months. W have She cinÊma, and coEor televisiÑn, as wel asÒthe mDnÁmade spectacle of 
the lights²of Las Vegas or the skyscrapers ~f New York City.Thewh<le”world is thefe to be Ôeen, and thÓ whole world can watc– m�- 
walk on tXe moon årom”Pheir living rooms.‹Certaily art or objects of painting and sculpture cannot be expected$tð compete experientiall  
with this& TÓe notÜon ofõ“use” is relevant to art an2 its “langua~e.” ReœËntly}ehe box or cube for$ has been ðsed a great deal wit0in  
hhe conèetªof art. (Take for instancþ its use bs Judd, MorrHs, LeWitU, Bnaden, m-th, Bell,íand MCracken c n^‘ even me
tioingWthe quantÁty of boxes and cubes hat cQme üŠter.) The æifferencbetween a‡l the various usesÕ3f—thehbox or cube®form 
is dirËctly related to the differences in the in‹entions of thª atists.™Further, as is particularly seen in Judd’s work, the use of the box or 
cube formWill1stÑates verÍ well SÎñ%earlieï clai@.that an obje¬t is onlŽ art when placed in the context of art  
A few example‰ will p)int this out.hOe could sayÉthat if one†of Ju)d’s box forms was s4en filled with de1ris, seen placed in an inÔustrial  
setting,or even m

ely seen s³tting on a wYre$ŽÛornÀr, it wouÎd not be"iden™ified with art. It vollows then that understanding and consideratio  
o° {t as an artwork i¹anecessary a priori to viewing it %n ordeQ to “see” iz as a work of
-rt. Advance infor0ation about the concept of art and vbout an artist’Á concepts i… necessary to the appreciaZÉon and unde`stand÷ng of  
contemporary art. Any and all of —he physical attributeÌ (qualities) of contemporary works, if considered separatelyKaÃd/or pecifi)ally, are 
irrelevant to the ÝrL concep£. he artKconcept (as Judd said, though ¥e didn’t mean¼it this way) must bé considere› in its whole´ 
To consider a Øoncept’s parts is(invariablyóto conWider aspects that are irrelevant to its art condiŠi n – or lke reading parts o
 a definition  
ðIt comes«as no su"prise that the Ürt�with the lFast`fixed morphology is th“ example from which we decipher the nature of the 
general·term “art.” For wheŸG there is a context existingsepÐ)ately of its morpÐolog( and consisting of its f*nctionone isŽmore likely to 
find results §es conformiYg and predictßble. It=is Òn modernôart’s possession of a “�/nguage” with theyshortest !istory that the 
plausibility of Ühe abzndonment of thþt Kanguage” bacomes most possible. It iÅ underst©n’able then that the art that came´out of  
We$ternÄpaënting and scupture is the|Vost enïÊgetic, questioning (oÁ its nature), and Óhe least assumóng o all t%e general 
“art”«concerns. In the fiUal ~nalysis, hÁwever,%all of the aéts have buê(in Wittge£stðin’s terms) a “0amily” Åesemblazce  
Yet the vriousYqualities relatable to aÍ “art condi¶ion possessed by poetry, the novelÈ the0cinem§Î th theatre, and various Qors of þusiï,  
etc., is t[at aspe t gf them most reliable to tÞe functionoof art as asserted here  
Is not the decline of poetry relatable to the impÔied metaphyNics from poetry’ use of “comTon” languane as an£arN äangÆage?24 In 
New York the last decadent stages of poetry ca1 be seen in the ”oçe by “Concrete” poets recent¿ytoward™the use of actual objects and 
theatre2515Can it be that they feel the unreality of theiN art form?         We see noÒ t©at the axioms of a geom‡try are simply 
definitions,âand that the theorems of aùgeometry are simply the logicalconsequences f these definitions. A çeo{etry isnotfn itself 
aboþtQp15ysical sq¶<e; in ´tself «t cannot be sai to be “ab¿ut” anything. Butcwe can use a weometry to remson about phy6ièal sàace• 
Th?t is to say, once we havÜ given the axiomsõa physical interpretationz we can proceed to apply the theor]ms to thÎ objects$«hich 
satisfy the axioms. Whet
er a geometry‡can be açp1ied to the ac¼ual physical Àorld or «ot, is n empiri£al quÿstio¸ which falls outside the scope of geûmetry itself.  
Áhere iñ no sense, therefore, in asking-w*ich of©the variout geometriesØknown to us •re fals: and which are trz›. I¤sofar as they are 
all{free from contrdiction, they are all true. =he proposition which st©tes thaM a cert¬in a!p[icatÃon o¦ a geomet�y is possible isbnot 
itselfòa propçsitin}of that+geometry. All *hat the geometry<itsef tells us is that if aûythi
g can be brought under the definitions, it wilY aso Latisfy &he th9Ürems. It is tÝerefore‚a purelò logzal ]ystem, and its prÖpo²itions Ère 
pureIy analytic púopositions. –A. J. Ayer26 Hcre then I propose rests the via§ility of art. In anàage whsn traditionLl  hilosophØ Ts unreal 
ecause oÌ its assumptions, artSs abirty î¢ exist will de.endúnñt only on itsÚnot performing a–�ervice – aŒ entertai±ÿent, visuiE (Žr other) 



exp“rience, or decoratêon – whic³ is something easily replaced by kitsch culture, Bnd technology, buÂ, rLher, itJwill âemain viableÜby not 
assumingµa ùhilosophical stance; for in r¹’s”uëique character is the capacity to remaUn¹aloof from philosophical juÀgments. It is in this 
contªxt thbt Wrt shares siilari—ies Jith loëic, mathematics, =nd, as well, scie=ce. But whe°eas the other endeSvors are usáfìl, art is not.  
Art indeeO exists for its own sake† 
In this period of mXn, after philosoph7 and religion, art may possibly be one end”avor )hat fulfillœ íhat another aDe might have 
calledÔ“mTn’s spiritual neesK” Or, anotÙer way of"putting i… might be that art deals analogousDyxwith the st¥te of th.ngs beyoÚd 
ph§sics¼ wher§ philosopky had t$ make assertions. And art’s streng h is that even the preceding îentence is 8n assertimn, nd cnnot be 
verifi-d by artÏ 
Art’s oµly claim3is for art¯ Art is thudefini/ion of art  
æ8      NO-ES  
NReprintedj16rom StudioôInternatdon«l—(Oct´ber, L969)  
1 Morton WhitŠ, The Age of Analysis (NewäYxrk: Mentor Books), p. 14  #
2OIbid., p. 15  
3 I mean Ðy this Existeätialism anK PheÓom©nology. Even Merleau-Pÿnty, wiBh his middle-of-the-road position —etween empiricism 
and ratioæalism} cünnot Áxpres™¨his philosophy�without the—useòof words (thus using cKnceàts); and followìng this, how ca! one 
discEss experiencœ without sharp ßistinc
ionsxbetween ourseoves and the wlrld? 4 Sir¤James J¿ans, Physicsßan~¼Philosophy (A…n Arbor, Mich.Ò Univ¤rsity of 
MichiganSPress), p.17  
5 Ibid., @. 190  
6 Ibid., p. 190  
i Þhe task such philo€ophy has tìken upo¥ itself is the only_“function” it could p˜rf,rm without making phil„sophic asseötions ú
8 This is de}lt!with in th¨ following section  
9 I wuld lRke µodÃake it clear, however, thaÌI intend>to sueak for no†one Ôlse. I arrived at tpese coclusions alon, and ändeed, it is ®rom 
this th¿nkiYg th/t my art since 1966 æf not before) ev
lved. O"ly recently di
 I realize after meeÐing Terr Atkinson that he and Micha¿l B
ldwin shaoe similar,Œthough c<rtainly not identical, opinions to ±ine  
1÷ Webster’s New Wærld ”icti|nary \½ the American Lang¾age  
1¿ The conceptual level of the work oØ Kenneth NolŠnd4 Jules Oùitski, Moœris Louis, Ron Davis, ¬nt%ony C›rî,
John Hoyland, Dan ChristensenÄ et a×., is so dismally low, that any that is thûre is supplØed bÚ the critics promoting it. This is seen 
later  
12 Michael Fried’s reasons for using GreenbergCs rationale reflect his#backgroun+ (and mostçof Ôhe other formalist critics) as a 
“scholar,” but more of it is d#e to his des rez I suspectù to bring his schola9ly s<u ies into the modern world. O–« can easily sympathize 
with his desire to
connect, say, Tieîolo with Jules Flitsƒi. One should never for¨et, however, th›t a hisöoriaÆ loves hisÃo¤y ³ore than anything¯ even art  
13 Lu
y Lippard useC th–s q”otation in a «ootoote to Ad R²inhardt’s r9t3ospective catalogue, January, '967
 p. 28  
14 Lucy Lippard, “Constellatián by Hars) Da$light: The Whitn=y Annual,” Hudson Review, Vol. 21, No. 1 ‘Spring, 1968) |
n5 Arthur R. ñose, “Four Interiews,” Arts MÀgazine &February, 1969)  
16 ¨s Terry Atkinson pointed out i“ hiý introd²ction to Art-Language (Vol.•1, No.é1),ëthe CubŠst»Xnever questioned if art had 
morphošogical characteri!tics, but Öi–h ones in painting wÍre acceptabke  
ñ17 When someone “b]ys” a F7avin he isn’t Íying a light show, fr if he was he could just go to aËhardùareŸstore and Wet the goods for  
considerab& Sesp. He isn’t “buying” anything. He is sDbsidizing Flavin’s xctivity as an artxst  
18 A. J. Ayer, Language, Tr/th, azd Logic (Nw Yrk: Dover Publi1atÏons), p. 78  
19àIbid., p. 57  
20 Ibid.£ p. 57  zÔ1 IbiŠ., p.90  
2_ I½id., p. 94  
23 AdiReinharWt×s retrospe§tiv… cata²gue (Jewish Museum, January, ü967) written by Lucy Lippa‡d, p. 12  
24 ItUis poetry’s use of common language to attemßt ºo say the unsayable that is problemÈGic, not any inherentÏproblem€in thVusê of  
language within the context o¨ artra25 Ironically, maØy of the‹ call themselves “¬onceptual Pwets.” Much of this€work is verWTsimilar t§ 
Walteó de Maria’s wo7k and t“is is notñcoincidental; de Maria’s work functions as aÍkind of “object” àoetry, and hV in¬entios are very 
poetic: he real6ySwants his work to change men’s l]ves  
26 Op. cit., p. 82  
         

  A;T FTE¨
PH1LOSOPHY d1ò69)  Joseph Ì(suth  Part 1Ä 
 The factthat it has recently become fashionable for phyFicis2s themselves to be sympDthetic tQward religion §
. . mark½ the physi%is[s’ own lack on confidencedi& the validit  f òheir hypot©eses, w“ich is a reLction on their part frô‚ the antireligious 
dogmatism of nineteenth-cenîuêy scienÃis—s, a\d a natural outome of the cris°s throughóhich physics has just pÄssež. –A. J. AyŽr. . . .  
once one has underst·od 8he Trctatus t\ere $ill b· no t…mptation i concern Æneself anyÄore with philoõo®hy,¢‹hich isxne+ther empirical?
like science nor tautological like makhepatics; one´will, like Wittgenstein in 1918ô abandon p8#losoÌhƒ, which, astraditionally 
understood, is roted in¦conu1io.  
–J. O. årms)n  
TrÎditLona~ philos“7hy, almost by defÖîition, has concerÀ-d itself with the unsald. The nearly çöclusie focus oîðthe said by tweÜûietç-
cenÃury analytiTal linguistic pKiloÍophers is the shared ûonteïtion tT
tEthe unsaid is unsaid Oecause it is unsayabl¿. Hegelian Áhilo&ophy #ade sense 7n the ninµteeÊth cent-ry and m�st have been 
soothing to a cenªury that was barely gettin¼ over Humh, the Enlightenment, and KCnt.1 Hegel¶s philosophy¹was also capablù of giving 
cov§r for aœdefense6of religious beliefs, spplying an altcrnaži¤e to Newtonian ec§anics, and‹fitØing in wi³h tùe growth of/history as a 
discipline, as½well as acceptin DarwiniŸn bi}loÇy.2 He añpeaVed to give an acceïtable resolution to t?e conflict bƒtween theology and 
science, as well  



øChe resut of Hegel’] influence has been that a Éreat majority ofQc¦ntmporar« philoop>ers are really little more thanêhistorians of 
philos)ppy, Ldbrarians Çf the Truth, so tT speak. Oneäbegins to get the impressôonathat there WisÞnothing more to be said.” And 
c‚rtainly if one reilizes the iöôlLcaJions of Wit}genstein’s thinking, and the thinking intluenced •y him and after him, 
“Continental”^philoæophy neeu nÀt seriously be conideredÜSere.3 Is there a reason for th& “unreality` of /‚ilo÷ophy in our tÞmb? 
Perhaps this can be answered by looking;into the ifference být¼een our time and ohe centuries prededing us. In the past man’Ã 
c)ncluÐions about the;world were based on þhe÷vnforE°ùion he¶had about it – ifŽ ôt specifically lik× the empir¨cists, ðen gFnerally 
lœkethe rationÂTists. Often iâ fact, thà÷clo.enes be±ween sience and philowop<y wa© so great that scientists and philosopherswere 
one and the same person.(In fact, from tHe timƒs of Thales, picurus, Heraclitus, and Aristotle to Des9artes and Leµï�itz, “the great names 
in phiÀosophy were often great names in science as well.”4 That tÏe wold aÂ perceived by twentieth-cent-ryºïc?enºe is a vËtly different  
one t!ån phe oRe of ¯ts preÍeding centuryé noed ôot be proved he¨e. Is it possible, then, that iÔ ¶ffect man has learn-dùso puch, and 
hDs “intelligence” is su–h, that he¸Äannot bOlieve the reasoning o4 tradºtionA ‹philosopµy? That perhaps he knows tao¸muü0 about tbe 
world to make ãhose kinds of conclusions? As eir JampÈ JÌans has statei:<. µ . When ph§l‹sophy has availed i¢elf ofúthe resultszof  
scienLe, t has not Ëeenáb3NjorèowAng the abstact mathematical descÜiptionkof the Úat×ern of events, but by bgrrowrn4 the then 
curent pictorial desîription of thisÝpattern; thus it has not appropriated certain knowledge 
ut +onjectures  
T9eDeaconjectures were often good enouÍh ¹o· tYe man-Kized worldw’but not, as we nÏw knowÌ for those ltimate pr¢cessescof øazure 
which control the $a£penings o¶ the mÎn-sized wo^Ld, and brinh us XeareCt to the tráeànature oN reality.5  He contiues: One cons

quence of t="K is that th[ suandard philosophicaj discussions of many problems, suc‹ as hose of causality and free wiÅl orof 
mater
alism or mentalism, re based on aO intêrpretaton f ¥hÓ p“ttern o events]which is no lJngeu`tenabl·. ^he scientific basis of these older 
discussio¶ï has been
washed aØay, and with theirØdisÓpŒearance hJve gone all the argu„ents . . .6 =he twentie’h c²nt
ry b*9uht in a tLmB that couíd befcalled “the end of philos phy and the beginn7n of art  
” I do öo mÌan that, of course,‰%trictly speakng, bu3 rather as the “tendÝncy”Æof the situation. CerÜainly lingxistic phiþosoph can SG 
con_iderjd the hÌi( to empiriÿism, uut it’à.a philsophy in one <ear.7 And there is certainly an “art condition” to art preleding Duchamp, but 
i¡s other functÐon or reasons-to-be areˆso:pronounced týat its9abi®ity to Ø¸BctioL clearÄyo-s art Uimits it arÍ condition so draótically that 
it’s onlyáminimally art.8 þn n  mechanastic s+]se is there a connection between philosophy’s “ending” and art’sC“begiµning,” but I don’t  
finw this occuŸrence entirely c™incid.ntal. Though thó sÌme Úesoes may be reêponsiblç 3or bot= occu›reuces, the Ùonne³tion is 
made by me. I bring th]s a&l up to analyze artus function and subsequently its viabilit¶. An¯ I do so to enable others to unrersQand the 
reasoninÔÖof rø– and, by Ðxtehsion, o]er artists’ – art, a well¢to provide a clearer unŠerstanding of the ter “Cønce_tual art.€9 
7
TH“ FUNCTION OF ART 
_The main qualÝficatŽons\to the lesser posi iQn ofâpaiptimg is tht a©vances in art ar cerÉ2Înly not always fõrmal ones. –Do•aldJudd 
(1963) "
Half or more of t…e best nõw work in the lþst£fe¸ years hYs b¯en neiU|er paintin  noÕ sçulpture< –Dinald Judd (1965)  
Every:hing sculptþre áýs, my work doÀsn’t
 
–Donald Judd2(197)  
The idea becomÕs a machi¹e that mãkes the arl1 –SolwšWitt (1965) The one·thing to say about art is that it is oneUthingÉ Art is art-as-
art and everything else is everythingŒelse.ôArt as art is nohing but art  
A-t is not wh t is no art.ô–Ad ReinFardt (1963) Ü
˜he meaning is the use –Wittgenstein  šäA more func7ional•app§oach to the ‘tudy of concepts has tended toXreplace he method f 
introspection. Instead of attemptingxt gra0p or descrie conceptsÐbare, so to speak, the lsycuologist investigates the£way in 
hich ÅheË funtion as ingredëÚnts in eliefs and in judgÞ™nt¹  
17–IrÏing M. Copi  
Meaœi*g '! always a pres„ppos�tio‹3ôf function  
–T.ûSegerstedt  
. . . the subj¬ct matter of conceptualeinv[sSigation} is the mea‚ingof §ertain words nd expressions – a´d not tIe thi.gs and satžs of affair  
themselvesIabout whichíwe talk,½when using thse words and expr(sio]s  Q
–G.. VonÚWrig9ð \
Thiking ia radically metap2oric. Linkage byèanalogy is it2 onstituent law or prin�iple, its causal nexus, sinc7 meaning�only ariseZ 
through �he causal coÉtexts by which afsign!smanXsÛfor (takes Žhe place of) an instaúce of a sort. To¹think `f Bnything isß²oÂta™eŸt a‘  
o a s³rt (as a such an8 uch)8an" that “as” brinds Kn (openly or in disguise) Ÿhe analgy, thc öaraCûel, the metapçoric Ùrapple or ground 
or grasp or draw by wIich al–ne the miŒd ™ak¸s hold. Itõtakes no hold if thúreÕis ‹oÑhing for it to haul from, for is thinking is theÒhaul,  
the attraction of lkes  
]–I. ¿. =ichards  
ZIË this s”ction ( w™ll dis[uss the separatiØn between aesthÐuics a·d art; consider briefly formalist 5rt (because „H is a leOding 
wroponent ofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art), and assertïthat art is ½na$og-us tõ an§analytic propositi©n, an. that it is art’s exiàtence as a 
tautology that enables art to remain“aloof” from philohophical _resumptions17 
        It is necssary tošseparate aesthetics Mrom art bec®ue²aesthetics Áeaµs /ßth opin™ons)on íÄception of the world in general¹ Inthe 
¿ast one op the two pro
gs of art’s function w›s üt: valuÁ as 
ecoration. S” any brancR of philo—ophÃ that dealt withm“bea“ty” and thusYtaste, was ineviTably duty bound þo dis7uss art aswell  
Out of this “hÎbï” grew the notion that there wasPa conceptÏal connection beÌw3en art anÛ aesthetics, which is not true. T#i, iea ne†er 
drŠs¦ically°coöflicteC with artistic considerations efore 5e*entvtšme, oo” ßnly because thµ morpholgical characÎeristi…s ofÅhrÌ 
perpetuatddPthe con[inuity Óf this error, but as we>l,17becase]the appa¥ent otherL“functi±ns” o_ art (depictio� of religiousÔth´mes, 
portraitÚre of aristoc·ats, detailing of arÚhitecture, etc.) usA›�art to c7ver up a’t  
¥Bhen objects Vre Ìreented8within thecontxt ofart (and until recentlŽ objects always have been used) they are§as eliÒible f[r ae
thtic considerýtiôn &s are any objeòtÖ in the world, and anJa¸sþ†etic cònsiderati'n of aà objectexi
ting on the realm of�art �eans that thö object’s exi’te¤c” :r functioniâg in an art ÐontexÙ is iÇrelµvant to the eestŸetic judYment  
The relation of aesthetics tí art is not unlike thatBoØ aesthetics ·o arch]tecture©n-that architecture has a very sÙecfic funcion and hzw 
“good”its dõsign is is prim%rily rÕlated to how well it perf"rms its fun
tion. Thu-, judgments on what¸it ooks like c[rresÖond to tase, and we cMn see thatÜ



h orghouØ Ëistory diffe{ent examplLs of arc3itec„ure a¼e2Qrased at diffeýe¶t times dpending on txe aeÅthetics ofYÏarticular 
epochs. Aesthetic thinkingãhas ·ven gone s) fFr aW to �a<e ½x×mples of archivecture not related to “art” at all, works of art in (hemseles 
(e.g., thâ pyramid6 of Egypt)  
Aastheti consideüa ions Òre Ändeedalways ext aneous to an object’s functio² or “r¬ason-to-be.” Unlessof›course, that object’s 
reason-to-be is >trictly aesthútˆc. AnEexample of a purely aesthetic#o§jectbis a decorative object, for decoration’Û pÙÆmÑry 
funcŒion is “to add something t‰, sÞ as toÌmke mo”e attractive; adorn; ornament,”10 and this rÆlÐtes dørectly to taste  
AndôtFiÚ leads ßs Rirectly tV “formÒlist” Lr™ and criticism.11 Formalistart (painting an> scu(ptÞre) is the vanguarÀ of d�coration, 
and, strictïy spakiâg, one coÄld reason´bly assert that its aµt condition is¸so minimal t™at for all•functiœnal purp=seE it is not art at all,  
buÍ pure 3xe¹cises in aesthetics. rbove all thi8gs Clemen† Greenbrg is the critic of tasöe. Behind every one oè hi• dncisions is n 
aesthetic judgmežt,'wit† those judgments reflecting his tas18e  
AndÅwhŽt does hisùtasˆe reflecte The period he grew u© in a a critic, the pDriod “§eal” for h›ŠÞ the fiftes.12 How elAe can one†aúcount  
f½r, gizen his theories – if ¡hey have any logic to them aÉ ¦ll _ his�disinteres÷ in Frank Sfe la, Ad Reinhardt, Ónd others aõ;licable to his 
his©orical scheme? Is it beca,s° he is “. . . basically u‡ymYathetic on persona,ly exäerienti÷l ñ\ouÄds”?ù3 Or¢ in other wnrd, “ther worI 
doesn’t suit hi tas•e?” But n the¯p˜ilosophic tabula r*sa of art, “if s²meone calls it art,” aq Don JWdd has said½ “Êt’s a<t.” Give\ th™s, 
foÙmalistDpaiŽting and_sculpture can be granted an “art conéition,( but .nly by vúrtue ofdt-eir presentarion in terms of their art idea 
(eŸg., a rectangulŸr-shapÔd canvûs stre’ched over wooden suòports an� stained wøth such and such colors, us]ng such and such 
forms, giving˜s’ch (nd sucs a visua€ exÛerie™©e> etc.y. If �ne lfosat coÇtempor!ry art in this  ight one rŒalizes th“ minim�l creative efftrt 
taken on th� part of formalist arñis�s spJciÌicaïly, and Mll painers and X:òlptors (wo‹king as suYh today) generally  
18hi] briìgsÖus to¾the rea-izatioµ thatìformalist×art and critiTigmPaccepts a
 a deinition of art one tha  exists&solely on morphol™gical grounãs. zh
le a vast quanV3tX of similad ooking o
jects orXimages (or visually relateš objects -r im4Püs) may seem to be related or »onnected) becauûñeof a siìilaity of visual/exÂeriential 
“reading’Q” one caÒnot cçaim from thiË an artistic or con3eptual relationship  
    „   The function of art, ¶s a question,'was eirst Åaised >yóarcel Duchaèp. In facê iy is Marcel guchamp wÆom we òan credit ´Íth’giving 
art its owÑ identity. (One can certainly see a tendency towarf thiseself-identific„tion ofaart begáning with Man$t and Cézanne th:ough co 
Cuðism,16 bu¹ their works are ¾i/id and ambiguous byÃcom)aris¥n with DuNhamp’s.) “Moder–” art and the work before see:|d 
connectedvy v¡rtue of t`eir àor
hology. Another way ÿfGputting it would be that art’s “language” remained the s°me, ?ut it was saying new things. The eve’t that ma|
eçc€nceivabte he realization that it was possibleœoö“speak another?languagŒ” and still mkeåsense in ažt waW¼Marcel(Ducøamp’s 
first unasÆisted Read-made  
WÊth the unassisted Ready-madek art &hnged ?ts focus from the form of the lanñuage2to what was beung sðid. ?h[ch means that it  
chanÁed the nature of art from a³ùuµsßion oW morphology to a question of fuFcæ€on. Thio changá – one from “gppearance” to “
onc"|tion” – was the b¢ginning of “mÝern” a™t and the beµìn:yng of conceptual art8 Al… a&t {ašter Duchamp) is conceptûal žin naturª)  
becÈu
e'art oÆly Å.ists¡concepäually 
The “value” ¹f par¨icularïantists afuer Duchamp can beoweighed accoùding hë how much tÒey queKOioned the n
ture of art; which is anot¸er uay of saying “w4at they addeû t¶ theØcBnception ofŸart” or what wasn’t there before they startedp Artist¤  
questhon the nature of art bø pr‡senµing new propositions as to ~rt’sVnature. ALd to do this one cannot concern oneslf wi@h the 
handed-d(wn “lanƒuage” of traditional art, s this activitx is baseddon the assumption that there ¤s onfy one wByùof framing árt 
2ropìsit÷_ns. But the very stuff of art is indeed greatly �elated to Ÿcreating” new pûoposiši:ns  
The c@se is often mÎÒe – particRla/ly ¸n referenceÞto Duchamp – ^hat objectÖ of art (such as the H'ady-mades, yf courne, bu¤ Sll a
t is `mplied in this) are judged as objets d’art inëlater years‘aµd”the artists’ inHentions become irrelevant. Such anÿargument isÕthe cse 
of a preconãeived notion ¢rderiËg together not nesessarilñ relaöed factsÖ The
„Xint is this: a&sthetics, as e -ave ponted oÒ',3are;conceptually i#relUóant to ar-  
Thus, k•y physical thing ca¿ become objet d’a¦t, that is to sy, can be šonsidÇred tZsteful, aesthetically p”easing, etc. But this has 
no#bearin— 1n–the object’sgapplic tion to an art ontext; thòt is, itY funcvioning in an art co†text. (E.g·, if a collector t–kes a pain³ing, 
attQches legs, and©uses ¼t Üs a din{ng table it’s an act uÙrelat¿d Io art or the artist»because,Éas art, that waán’t t£e artisX’s intention.)  
It is obvious thenÉt¯atU¢ormalist cðitic)sm’s reliÃnce on morphosogy lýadsne¿essar ly„wit& a bias toward th§ morphologyÀof 
traditional artw And in this sense tDeir criticšsm Bs µ!t related ðœ 
 “scieûtific method” or any soBt o\ ôpir cism (as Michael F¢ed,6witÒ ¡is detailed des(riptions of paintings'and othXr 
“sch„larlj”„paraphernalia would w–nt us t} bel¦eve).÷Fomalist criticism is no more tVan an analysis ofþthe phyÑical adtTibutes of 
pmrt˜cularobjects th¦t hèppen toiexist i1‰a morphol‹gical contex-  But this do¥sn’t adL any knowledge (orïfacts] to our understanding of  
the nature or func–ion of art. And neither does it2com¶ent on£whet
er or not the objectq analyzed arH evenèworks$of Órt, in that for´alist critics olways ¨ypas½ the conc0ptual eleme½t in woßks of 
aî5.áxachly why they do’t¶oõment on thû conceptual elHment in worksFf ¾rt is precisÏly be’ause formaóist ar‰ is only a9t by vitue of 
i«Øes
mblance to øarlier works ofÃart. ¹t’s a mindleOs art. Or, as Lucy Lippard so s‡ccinctly describe‡ Jules O¬itÝki’s paintings:r“they’re 
visua® Muzak.h14 F‡rmal…st4criticsžand órtists aliÝe do not †uestion the nature of art, but a� I havê said eãseNhere: Being an artiet  
n©w means to question thevnatue of art. gf one ià questio-ing the nature of paintiŒg, one Jannot beëque›tâonig the nature oföartý If an 
Artist a•epts paivtOng (or sculpture) he �s accepting the traditioF that goes with×it. Th-t’s befauseáthe word art és gen¯ral aßd the word 
paijting is specifiÓ. P¶i–ting Q © kind of art  
If you make¸azntingsryou are already accepting (not Ÿsest\/ni†g)Ôthe nature of a¶t. One is the accepting the nature of Çrt to be 
theEropan týadition of a painting-sulpture [ichotomy.15|T™e strongest objection one can ra«se¡ag¼inst a morphological justiic…tion for
%traditional art is that morpholo—ical‚notions of art embodyœan impled a prio‘i›conceptÊof ar18’s possibilitieK. Aÿd such aG a pÛiori 
co„óept of the9nsturemof¾arœ (as separate from anFlytically fr|medVart propositions or “workƒ” which I will dscuss later) makes it, 
indeed, a pPiÛri: imposüible to question the nature of art. And this questioning of the nature of rt\€s a very importantÂconcept in 
understandin‡ the function oÊ art  
   ñ    And wFat holds ðrue for Duchamp’s +„rk applKes aW wå to mostbÉf çhe art after him. ¦n otÄer wþrds, th value of?ubis� – 
orGinÂvance – is its idea in the realm ofíart, not the physixal or HÕC-al qSalities seen in a specific paint®nò or the particularization of 
cert*inÐco›ors I‡ shapes or theFe colous and shapesuare the artÜs lìnguage,” not its müaning¨conceptuall* as art. TB loo) upon a Câb:st  
“masterwork” now as -rt is nonsensical, concep–ually speaking, as far as art is concerned. (That Misual informa,ion tGat was nique 
inÂCubismás laœguage has now bePn generally absorÒed and h.s a lot to došwith the way in h=ch ¢ne deaòs witŠ painting 
“lingùisticall€.. [E.g., 



hat a ðubist pa€ntig meant exerimentallyÊand cotceptïalYy to¿ sa³ŽÚGert19ude Stð…n, is beon® ourÏspecu^atioN because�the sam_ 
‚ainting the “ueant” something d©fýerentdthan%it doesˆnow.]) The value” now òf anHorig1naµ Cubist p’inting is nCt unlike iá mosg 
re®gects, an original ¯anuscrip| by LÈ°d Byr‹n, or The pirit of St. Louis 
s×it is#see©^in thÝ–Smithsonian Institu$ion 
(Inèee9, 8useums fill the=Rery same unction as the Smithsonian ‰nstitu6[on – why els would ëhe JeuÚde Paume wing of the Louvre 
exhibit Cézanne’s and Van GéghÜs[palettDsas proudly Ås they do the)ü pailtingÕ?) Actua
 worŽs of art are littleomore tha± hiStorical curiosities. As ftr . art is coTcerned Van Gogh’s pain+iNg® arek’x wortq any more tha~ his 
{al»tëe is.äTheyçare b‚th “cÏllector’s items.”17VArt “™ives” throghkinflue
Hing )ther art, not Œy existing a“ the physical residue ofÎan a[tist’s ideas. The reasonÖthat different artists from Whe past are Öbrou¦ht  
±l°ves again is becùuse ÷ome aspect of their worš becomes @usable” ‚y living a¿tist¹. Th=t here isAno Ìtruth” aî to what artüis ÿeems 
quite unrealized  
What ýs the function o art, oÞ tÕe nature of art~ If–we continue our analogy cf the forms art takes as $eing art’s ljnguþge one 
caŽrea4iethen éhat a ¾orkòof artá�s a kÝnd of propositon presented within the�ëonÊext of art as a cmment on artº WeIcan then go 
further én¨ analyzeØthe types of “propositions.” æ. J. yer’s evaluationioÞ òa0t’s distinction between analyticÿa6d sµnhetic is usefulËto us 
here: “A proposition is analytic when it validity;depends soley.on ªhe d˜fi§itions«of the symbo§s]it contains, abdì‰yn†hetic(when its 
validity is determined by th¡ fact”of experiníe.”18 The aÊalogy I will attempt to make i19Òone betweeÇ the ar6 condbion asš the 
condition of the analyticðproposition. In that they don’t Àpp¶z¥ to be believable as adthing els, or be aboÌt anything (ot´r than art) the 
forms of_art mosA clearlyëfinallyžrefer©ble only to arÒ have been forms clYsest to anQlyt¶cal propositions  
™ïrks of ]rt areÚaÆa˜ytic propositioŽs. That is, if vieweÅ within their context –Aas art – they provid¥ n% inform”%þon wý+tsoüver about 
any mattcr of 
act. A work of arÝ is a tautology in nhat it is a cresenta�ion of the artist’s«intention,Öthat is, he is s`ying thÔt that particu
ar work of Ørt Ès•alt, which mean, ns a aefimition oX art. Thus, thmt it is art is tžue a priori (wÌic is what Judd m19ans when÷he st¨tes 
that “if someo:e caÞls it ar_, it’s srt‘)  
Indeed, it is nearly impos„ible tŠ discuss art in ›½neôal tDÑms withouà ta±kiÏg in tautologies – for to attemp· tB >graðp” art by any other 
“haôdle„ is «erely tofocus on Ÿother aspect or qu&lÔty >
 the proÐosi´ion, which is usuúllysvrreleûantÀto the ar<work’s “art coXdition.” On§ beginsvto âe«lize tgat art’õ “art condition” is 
conceptual stae. Thatµthe langõag¨forms that the artist fram³s his pro®ositioGs in are osteÙ©“‚ÿivate” cod¡s o languages is an iÃevitable 
outcome†of art’s fr+edo‰ fom Îorphologfcal constrÎ¸tions§ and^iC foQlows from¯this JhatÙone has to be famil&ar with conte7porary art  
toapprecate it andÊund¡rsÊand it. Likewise °ne undersKands why the “man in the street” is int€lerwCt to artistic rtand always deman
s art in a or¶ditional “language.” (AnY one understanû÷ w~y f˜rm”list art sells “like hot cakes.”) 'nly in paiýtingqand sãulpture d'd the 
Èrtis's all speak the same language. sha¤ is calleç “Novelty’A×t”‚byXth¼ formalistq is oten toe0attemptto Ùind new languagesm 
althèuöE a new language doesn’t necessarily mean…the framiPg of new àroposiÕio@s: e‡gÈ,Mmost k?netic andêelectronic art  
A4o’heO×way of statFng, in relatio to art, what Ayer Þsserted about the analyt¼c method in the zontext o¬¦language ÒouÊÕ be 
the+following: TheLvþlidit¹ o` a¾tis2ic p•opositions is not d™pendent o« any empirical, much les °nyqaesthetic presupposition about Vhe 
natÂre f tÒings. For the artist, as Jn a%alystü is not d rectly cDncerneµ with the phys“cal properties of thin¿s. He is@concerged 
onlywwith the wa (1) in (hich art"is Óapa¾le of conceptual Œrowth and þ2)ÏhowzCis propositions are capable 1f¸…¨gºcally following that  
grÐwth.19�        Pure Expressionism, continuing withòôyer’s te¢ms, cou†d be c_nsideredža such8 “A sentence19whch consisted âf 
d=óonstrative symfols wou
d ©ot express  genuine proposit+on. It wouldobe  mere ejaculatio’, in no Úay characØerizing that to which it was supposed to refer.”  
Exp1essionistqworks 19re usually such “ejc¯laNions”*present(d in thÌ morphoßogical language of traditional art.¾If Pollock is ;òportat it 
is bucause he paiÉted on loose canvas :õrizontally toÖthe ›loor  
Whatµsn’t imBortÔnt is that h± latr put those drippings over stretchers and hung them parallel to the wall. (I xther words what is 
importêntQðn art Ús what one brŸngs to iI, not one’s adoŸtion of what was previously existing.) Wha² is even lass iúportant to a;t is 
Polôock’s otons of “self-e#Ýression” becau¿e those kinds bf èu€jectPve meaµings are us‡less to anyOne othOr than those involved wit¬ 
Jim personally. And their “specific” quality putá;them outside o•ãrt’| context  
ì“I do noÜ make art,” Rch•rd Serra sas, “I am engaged in n actiBitû;Èif someoNe wants 7o call it art, that’s his busines°,–but¾itÇs not up 
to me ào decide ‚hat Tha½Ès ll figured out later.” Serra, then, is ve/y mÌch aware of the implicat¬ons of his work.}If Serrà is indeed just 
“figuring out whax lea@ does” (gravitationaçYy, mòlecular¤y etc.)s why sÊouldâanyone think of i9 as art? If he'doesn’t take t�e respo…
sibility of it being art/ who can, orêsoul|? His work certaonly ap’earsçto Œe empiricall¼ verifiablem lFad can¹do, —nd be used for,  
manyEphysical activithes. In itself this does !nything‚but Òead us intoìa dialogue aboutwt8enature >f art. In a ´ene tÕe? heeis 
a‹primitiÂe. He h;s no idea -ou% art. How isfit tÌÞn that we knowåabout “his a/tivity”? Because he has toQd usÔi¾ is vr by his actÒons 
ašteë “his actÝvity” hasƒtakenplace. That Ís, by theSfact thaò he isìwith several gal§eri s, «uts the phy»ical residue of Jis ›ctivi§ 
inXmuseuìs (and s§lMs them to art collectofs – but as we have Bo1nte, Uut, collectors are irrelevant t. the “conditio¡ ofèart” of a wo€kµ  
'ha®'he deniesëhÀs worý is art but plÞys the urtist is more thafHjust O parad,x. Ø?¤ra secretlÕ feels that “Yrt,ood” is rrived at 
empirically. Thus, (s Ayer has statÊdæ The2eáare no absolutely certax empi¦ical prohosiôio¦s. It is only Ôautologie that are cerpa{n  
EHpirical quesKions 're one and all hypotheses, which may be confimed or discrÔdited in actual°sensV xpe˜ience. A4d the p?op¹sÙtion 
in whi½h we rpcord hhe observations Ÿhat ve‰·fy these hypotheses Pre the–selves hypotheses w_œch are subject to the teÅt of furt  er 
sense experience. Thus there is ní f‘n€l propositiin.22 In o…her words, thÍ «roÚosit×ons ofÄart are no- fact–al, b:t inguistic ¤n charac|er  
›t,at is, th d do \ot desc•ibe the behavior of physical, or eve mental obâejts; th¥y express definitiºns of art, or the form¹l conseque;ces of  
âefinitºons of art. Ac�ordingvy, we can say that ar op‡rates on a —ogic. For we shall see µhat töe chara`teristÏc markt¶f a purely lãgEcal  
Anquiry i` that it is concUned with tÁe foímaš Cons§quencus of ourpŸe±initioÏss(of art) an“ not with questions of e-pirical fact—20 To 
repe"Ú, what ¬rt has in common with 
ogic an© mjthematics is that it is  taLÿolo™y; i.e.,xthe “art idea” (or “work”) ad art are èhe same and can be °pprec(ated as art wi
hout going otside t¤e contexêofkart fÉr ûerific¦tion  
On the other hand,fet us consider why ar ccnnot 
e Zor has difficulty whe  pt att[mptsqto be) a syntKetic proposit£on.!Or, that is to say, when tÈe truth or falsi§y of its assertion is verifi:
le on empirical Xr¾unËs  
AyÈr stats: . . . TÎe Nriterion by which we deteÙmine+the öalÀdity of an
a priori or snalytÎcalÝproposition isânoÔ slfficient to deter:ine th¨ validty of“an eípirical or synthÀtic proposition‚ Foî it Às characte›istic of 
empirical propisitioÝ that their va1þvÝ½y is not purely formal. To say ‰hat  geometrical proposition, or a system of àeometrical  
propoðitions, ús fa"se, is to say that it i
 se^f-contradictTry. But an empisi/al°proosit$ox,õor "£syste f v—pirical propositions,pƒay be free fromûcontradiction an sk¯ll bS alse. It 
is²said to be fal;eº not ÅÄcause it is Áormally defective, but Òecause@it fails to ×atis’yDsome matetial criterion.21 T×e#unrealit= of 



“reaõistic” art ós due to its framing as a, art propoition‘in synthetic termm: one i4 always tempte} toò“verif™” the 
propositionÏempirically.hRealism’s synth$tjÁØstate does nît br–ng one¤to a circuxar ‡wing back into a dTalogue with te larg›r fram¹work  
of questions aöot the nature ofäart (as does the work of 1alelich, Mondrian, wollock, Reinhardt, ZarþyÞRauachenberê, Johns, 
LichtenstÇin, Warh>lð 0Ðdre, Ju:d, FýÉvin, LeWit , Morris, and otñers), but ratjer, one is"flung outÞof art’% Ýorbit” into teË“infinite  
spaLe” of the human onditon  
     H  Øhat one ¹inds all t¼roughout the wri¬ings of Ad ,úinMardt 
s this very similartmesis of “art7asƒartR”Îand tÉatq“art is alwa´s dead, andðÀ sQving’ aNt is a deceptiªn¡23 Reinhardt hat a very clear 
idea about the nature of art, and his importance is faB from recognzed  
Because fors o« art that cav be considered synthetic pr3posi:iØns are !erifiable by the world, that is to say, ko understand these 
propositions½one must leave the tautologiwal-like frÎmHwork o9 art and consider “ outsid@” information. But tÚ consider it a¥ art it is 
necessary to ignor² this same Xutside informatiI, because outsie infvrmation (experienti´l q¨¡litHes, to note1 has its own intrinsic worYh. 
And to compreÍend rhis wo5th one does not need a state of “art condition.” Frm 9his it i easÐ to r�alize that art’s viabi¤ity is not 
connected to the presentation of visual (or o9her) kinds of ex¨erience. TŽat V aO¯mayIhav¢ been one of ard’„ extraneous funƒÁiona in 
`he precediEg centuriez is /ot un[ikely. AfTer all, m“n in even¨the nineteenth century liŒed in a fôirly standa3dùzÖd visualen¦ironmentz T
‰at is, \t was írdinaúily preÜiÙtable as to what he would be coming into coè„act with dayåaf“er day. His visÅ2l environment in t-e part of 
the world inZwhich he lived ²ñs fHiTly consist=nt. In our time we have  n Ïxperientially drasticallj riAher environment. One ca20 fly òl` 
o»er the˜earh in a &ptter of âœurs and days, not months. W have She cinÊma, and cæEor televisiÑn, as×wel asÒthe mDnÁmade 
spectacle of the limhts²of Las Vegas or the skyscrapers ~f New York City.Thewh<le”worgd is thefefto be Ôeen, and thÓ whole world can 
watc– m�- walk on tXe moon årom”|heir living rooms.‹Certaily art or objects of painting and sculpture cannot÷be expected$tð compete 
experientiall with this& TÓeÆnotôon ofõ“use” is relevant to art an2 its “langua~e.” ReœËntly}ehe box or cube for$ has been ðsed a!
great deal wit0in hhe conèetªof art. (Take for instancþ its use bs Judd, MorrHs, LeWitU, naden, m-th, Bell,íand MCracken c n^Ü even me
tioing$the quantÁty of boxeþ and cubes hat cQme üŠter.) The æifferencbetween a‡l the various usesÕ3f—thehbox or cube®fqrm 
is dirËctly r_lated to the differences in the in‹entions of thª atists.™Fòrtjer, as is pørticularly seen in Judd’s work, the use of&the box or 
cube formWill1stÑates verÍ well SÎñ%eDrlieï clai@.that an obje¬t is onlŽ art when placed in the context of art  
A few example‰ will p)int tÞis out.hOe  ould sayÉthat iÁ one†of Ju)d’s box forms was s4en filled with de1ris, seen placed in a inÔustrial 
settin›,or even m

ely seen s³tting on a wYre$ŽÛornÀr, it wfuÎd not be"iden™ified with aSt. It vollows then that understanding and consideratiT 
o° {t as an artwork i¹anecessary a priori to viewing it %n ordeQ to “see” iz as a work of
-rt. Advance infor0ation about the cÌncept of art and vbout an artist’Á co:cepts4i… necessary to the appreciaZÉon aed unde`stand÷ng of 
contemporary art. Any and all of —he physical attribute› (qualities) of contem¤orary worÔs, if considered separatelyKaÃd/or pecifi)ally,  
Çre irreleäant to the ÝrL concep£. he�artKconcept áas Judd said, though ¥e didn’t mean¼it this way) must bé considere› in its whole´ 
To consider Ø Øoncept’s parts is(invariablyÈto conWider aspecUs that are irrelevant to itsRarý condiŠi n – or lke reading5parts o
 a definition  
ðIt comes«as no su"prise that the Ürt�with the lFast`fi*ed morphology Ôs tY“ example from which we decipher the nature of the 
general·term “art.”8For wheŸG there is a context existingsepÐ)atel- of its morpÐolog( andconsi²ting of its f*nctionone isŽmBre likeyy to 
find Results §es conformiYg and predictÄble. It=is Òn modernôart’s possession of a “�/nguage” wØth theyshortest !istory that the 
plausibility of Ühe abzndonment of thþ Hanguage” bacoÇes most possible. It iÅ uÓderst©n’able then that the art that came´out of 
We$ternÄpaënting anP scuptur½ is the|Vost enïÊgetic, ¾uestioning (oÁ its nature), and Ó*e least assumóng o all t%e general 
“art”«concerns. In the fiUal ~nalysis, hÁwever,%all of the aéts have buê(inÄWittge£stðin’s terms) a “0amily” Åesemblazce  
Yet the vriousYqualities relatable to aÍ “art condi¶ion possessed by poetry, the novelÈ the0Cinem~Î th theatre, and various ÷ors of þusiï,  
etc., is t[at aspe t gf them most reliÛble to tÞe functionoof art as asserted here  
Is not the decline of poetry relatable to the impÔiedmetaphyNics from poetry’ use of “comTon” languane as an£arN äangÆage?24 In 
New York the last decadent stages of poetry ca1 be seen in the<”oçe by “Concrete” poets recent¿ytoward™the use of actual objects and 
theatre2520Can it be that they feel the unreality of theiN art form?         We see noÒ t©at the axioms of a geom‡try are simply 
definitions,âand that the theorems -f aùgeometry are simply the logicalconsequences f these def¿nitions. A çeo{etry isHot fn itýelf  
aboþtQp20ysical sq¶<e; in ´tself «t cannot be sai to be “ab¿ut” anything. Butcwe ca° use a weometry äo rsmson about pÓÛ6ièal sàace• 
Th?t is fo say, once we havÜ -iven the axiomsõaphysical interpretationz we can proceed to aøply the theor]ms to thÎ objects$«hich 
satisfy the axioms. Whet
er a geometry‡can bè açp1ied to the c¼ual physical Àorld o€ «ot, is n empÙ…i£al quÿstio¸ which falls outsid´ the scope of geûmetry 
itselfz Áhere iñ no sense, therŸfore, in sking-w*ich of©the variout geometriesØknown to us •re fals: and whi¤h2are trz›. I¤sofar as they 
areæall{free from c#ntrdiction, theyTare all true. =he proposition which st©tes thaM a cert¬in a!p[icatÃon o¦ a geomJu�y is possib[e 
isbnot itsel.òa propçsitin}of th¦t+geometry. All *hat the geometry<itsef tells us is that if aûyzhi
g can be br’ught underÊt
e definitions, it wilY aso Latisfy &he th9ÜÐems.wIt is tÝerefore‚F purelò logzal ]ystem, and Pts prÖpo²itions Ère AureIy analytiâ 
púopsitions. –A. J. Ayer26 HcrŠ then I propose restÇ the via§ility of art. In anàage wysn trad+tionLl  hilosophØ Ts unreal ecause oÌ its 
assumptions,¦artSs abirty î¢ exist will de.?ndúnñt onlŠ on itsÚn/t perf^rming a–�rvice – aŒ entertai±ÿent, visuiE (Žr other) exp“rience, or 
decoratêon – whic³ is something easil7 replaced by kits#h culture, Bnd technology, buÂ, rLher, itJwiSl âemain #iableÜby not assumingµa 
ùhilosophical stance; for in r¹’s”²ëique character is the capacity to remaU ¹aloof from philosophical uÀgments. It is in this ¤onžªxt hhbt 
Wrt shareÛ siilari—ies Jith loëic, mathematŸcs, =nd, as well, scie=ce. But whe°eas the otCer endeSvors are usáfìl, art is not. Art ind4eO 
exists for its own sake† 
In this period of mXn, after philosoph7 and religio”, art may possibly beíone end”avor )hat fulfillœ íhat another aDe might have 
calledÔ“mTn’s spiritual neesK” Or, anotÙer way of"putting i… might be that art deals analogousDyxwith the st¥te oæ th.ngs beyoÚd 
ph§sics¼ wher§ philosopky had t$ make assertions. And art’s streng h is that even tµe preceding îentence is 8n assertimn, nd c~not be 
verifi-d by artÏ 
Art’s oµly claim3is for art¯ Art iò thudefini/ion of art  
æ8      NO-ES  
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with his0desire to
connect, say, Tieî`lo5with Jules Flitsƒi. One6should never for¨et, however, th›t a hisöoriaÆ loves hisÃo¤y ³ore th0n anything¯ even art  
13 Lu
y Lippard useC th–s q”otation in a «ootoote to Ad R²inhardt’s r9t3ospective c—talogue, January, '967
 p. 28  
14 Lu[y ippa5d, “Constellatián by Hars) Da_light: The Whitn=y Annual,” Hudson Review, Vol. æÄ No. 1 ‘Spring, 1928) |
n5 Arthur R. ñose, “Four Interiews,” Arts MÀgazine&February, 1969)  
16 ¨s Terry Atkinson
pointed out i“ hiý introd²ction to Art-Language (Vol.•1, No.1),ëthe CubŠst»Xnever questioned iä–art had Úorphošogical characteri!tics, but 
Öi–h ones in painting wÍre accep„abke 
ñ17 When someone “b]ys  a 7avinhe isn’t Íying a light show, f¯r if he was he could just go to aËhardùarŸstore and Wet the goodsTfor 
consid»rab& Sesp. He isn’t “buying” anything. He is sDbsidizing Flavin’s xctivity as an artx§t  
J18 A. J« Ayer, Language, Tr/th, azd Logic (Nw ¸rk: Dover Publi1atÏons), p. 78  
19àIbid., p. 57  
20 Ibid.£ p. 57  zÔ1 IbiŠ., p.90  
2_ I½id., p; 94  
23 AÆiReinharWt×s retrospe§tiv… cata²gue (Jewish useum, January, ü967) written by Lucy Lippa‡d, p. 12 Ï
24 ItUis poetry’s use of commonNlanguage to attemßt ºo Hay the unsayable ïha‘ is problemÈGic, not any inherentÏproblem€inthVusê of 
language withÄn the context o¨ artra25 Ironically, ÐaØy of the‹ call themselves “¬onceptual Pwets.& Much of this€work isgverWTsimilar 
t§ Walteó de Maria’s Èo7k and t“is is notñcoincidental; de Maria’s work functions as aÍkind of “object” àoetry, and hV in¬eetios are very 
poetic: he real6ySwants his work to |hange men’s l]ves  
26 Op. cit., p. 82  
         

  A;T FTE¨
PH1LOSOPHY d1ò69)  Joseph Ì(suth  Part 1Ä 
 The factthat it has recently become µashionable for phyFiÙis2s themselves to be sympDthetic tQward religion §
. . mark½ the physi%is[s’ own lacÛ on confidencedi& the validit  f òheir hypot©eses, w“ich is a reLction on their parœ frô‚ the 
antireligious dogmatism of nineteenth-cenîuêy scienÃis—s, a\d a natural ou1ome of the cris°s throug§óhich physics‰has just pÄssež. –A. 
J. AyŽr. . . . once one has underst·od 8he Trctatus t\ere $ill b· no t…mptation i concern Æneself anyÄore with •iloõo®hy,¢‹hich isxne+ther  
empirical?like science nor Äautological like mxkhepatics; one´will, like W|ttgenstein in 1918ô abandon p#los’Ìhƒ, which, astraditionaly 
understood, is roted in¦conu1io.  
–J. O. årms)n  
TrÎditLona~ philos“7hy, almost (y defÖîition, has QoTcerÀ-d Útself with the unsald. The nearly çöclusie focus oîðthe said by tw´Üûietç-
cenÃury analytiTal linguistic pKiloÍophers is the sharSd ûonteïtion tT
tEthe unsaid is unsaid Oecause it isSunsayabO¿. HegelianÉÁhilo&ophy ##Fe sense 7n the niµteeÊth cewt-rò and m�st›have b‹en 
soothing to a cenªury that w
s barely gettn¼ over �umh, the EnlightenFent, and KCnt.1 Hegel¶s philosophy¹was also capablù of giving cov§r for aœdefense6of 
œeligious beliefs, spplying an altcrn$ži¤e to Newtonian ec§anics, and‹fiting in wi³h tùe growth of/history as a discipline, as½welþ as 
acceptin DarwiniŸn bi}loÇy.2 He añpeaVed to give an ac¹eïtable resolution to t?e conflict bƒtween th‹ology and science, as well  
ø5he reÖut of Hegel’] influence has been that a Éreat majority ofQc¦ntmporar« philoop>ers are really little 21ore thanêhistorians of 
philos)ppy, Ldbrarians Çf the Truth, so tT speak. Oneäbegins to get the impressôonathat there WisÞnothing more to be said.” And 
c‚rtainly if one reilizes the iöôlLc|¤ions of Wit}genstein’s thinking, andxthe thinkiTg intluencedË•y him and after himE “Continental”^p
iloæophy neeu nÀt seriously be conideredÜSere.3 Is there a reason for th& “unreality` of /‚ilo÷ophy in our tÞ—b? Perhaps this can be 
answered by looking;into the ifference být¼een o¶r time a§d ohe `enturies prededing us. In the past man’  c)[cluÐions about the;world 
were based on þhe÷vnforß°ùion he¶had about it – ifŽ ôt specifically 
ik× the empir¨cists, ðen gFnerally lœkethe rationÂTistsÔ Often iâ fact, thà÷lo.enes be±weª( sience and philowop<y wad so great that  
scientsts and philosopherswŸre one and the same person.(In fact, from tHe timƒs of Thales, picurus, Heraclitus, and Aristotle to 
Des9artes and Leµï�itz,$“the great names in phiÀosoph’ were often great names in science as well.”4 That tÏe wold aÂ perceived by 
twentieth-centryºÎc?enºe§is a vËtly different one t!ån phe oRm of ¯t preÍeding centuryé noex ôot be proved he¨e. Is it possible, then, that  
iÔ ¶ffect man has learn-dùso puchr 3nd hDs “intelligence” is su–h, that he¸Äannot bOlieve the reasoning o4 tradºtionA ‹philo opµy? 
That perhaps he knows taoúmuü0 about tbe worl  to make ãhose kinds of onclusions? As ‘ir JampÈ JÌans Óas statei:<. µ . Wen 
ph§l‹sophy has availed i¢elf ofúthe result]zof scienLe, t has not Ëeenáb3NjorèowAng tôe abstact mathematical des¼Üiptionkof the 
Úat×ern o8 events, but y bgrrowrn4 the then curent pictorial desîÐiption of thisÝpattern; thus it has no` appropriated certažn k_owledge 
ut +onjectures  



T9¼Deaconjectures were often good enouÍh ¹o· tYe man-Kized worldw’but'not, as we nÏw knowÌ¥for those �ltim§te pr¢cessescof øazure 
which con6rol the $a£penings o¶ he mÎn-sized wo^Ld, and brinh us XeareCt to the tráeànatureoN reality.5  He contiues: One cons

quence of t="K is that th[ suandard philosophicaj discussions of many problems, suc‹ as hose of causality and free wiÅl orof 
mater
alism or mentalis, re based on aO intêrpretaton f ¥hÓ |“ttern o events]which is no lóngeu`tenabl·. ^he scientific basis öf thes¼ older 
dÙscussio¶ï hasrbeen
washed Øay, and withtheirØdisÓpŒearance hJve gone all the argu„ents . . .6 =he tweætie’h c²nt
ry b*9uht in a tLmB that couíd befcalled “the end of philos phy and the beginn7n of art  
” I do öo mÌan that, of course,ä%trictly speakng, bu3 rather as the “tendÝnc~”Æof the situation. CerÜainly lingxistic phiþosoph can SG 
con_iderjd the hÌi( to empi%22ÿism, uut it’à.a philsophy in one <ear.7 And there is ertainly an “art condition” to rt p¬eleding Duchamp, 
but i¡s other functÐon or reasons-to-be areˆso:pronounced týat its%abi®ity to Ø¸BctioL clear–yo-s art Uimits it arÍ condi¶ion so draótically 
that it’s onlyáminimally a/t.8 þn n  mechanastic s+]se is there a connection betwe[n phÔlosophy’s “ending” and art’sC“óegi¥ning,” but I  
don’tfinw this occuŸrence entirely c™incid.nWül._Though thó sÌme Úesoes may be reêponsiblç or bot= occu›reuces, the 
Ùonne³tion is made by me. I bring th]s a&l up to analyze artusÒfunction and subsequently its viabilit¶. An¯ I do so to enable others to  
unrersQand the reasoninÔÖof rø– and, by Ðxtehsion, o]er artists’ – art, a well¢to provide a clearer unŠerstanding of the ter “Cønce_tual  
artë€9 
7
TH“ FUNCTION OF ART 
_The main!qual ficatŽonF\to the lesser posi iQn ofâpaiptimg is t• a©vances in art ar cerÉ2Înly not al\ays fõrmal ones. –Do•ald@udd 
(1963) "
Half:or more of t…e best nõw work in the lþst£fe¸ years‡hYîòb¯en neiU|er paintin  noÕ sçulpture< –Dinald Judd (1965)  
Every:hing Äculptþre áýs, my work doÀsn’=
 
–Donald Judd2(197)  
The®idea becomÕs a machi¹e that mãkes the arl1 –SolwšWitt (1965) The one·hing to sdy about art is that it is oneUthingÉ Art is a¼t-as-
art and everything else is everythingŒelse.ôArtLas art is nohing $ut art  
?A-t is not wh t is no art.ô–Ad R¶inFardt (1963) Ü
˜he meaning is Ñhe use –Wit#genstein  šäA mo)e func7ional•app§oach to the ‘tudy of concepts has tended toXreplace he method f 
iRtrospe~tion. Instead of attemptingxtO gra0p or desrie conceptsÐbare, so to speak, the lsycuologist investigates the£way in 
hich ÅÅeË©funtion as*ingredëÚnts in öeliefs and in judgÞ™nt¹  
22–IrÏing M. Copi  
Meaœi*g '!always a p¨e„ppos�tio‹3ôf functlon  
–T.ûSegerstedt  
. . . the subj¬Ut matter of conceptualeinv[sSigation} is theŠmea‚ingof §ertain words nd exprUssionsÈ– a´d not tIe thi.gs and satžs of 
affair them}elvesIabouý whichíwe talk,when using thse words and expr(sio]s  Q
GG.. VonÚWrig9œ \
Thiking ia ra%ically metap2oric. Linkage byèanalogy is it2 onstituent law or p.in�iple, its c„usal nexus, sinc7 meaning�only ariseZ 
through �he]causal coÉtexts by which afsign!smanXsÛfor (takes Žhe place of) an instaúcM ofa sort. To¹think `f BÌything isß²oÂta™åŸt a‘  
oá a s³rt (as a such anG uch)8an" that “as” bïinds Kn (openly or in disguise) Ÿhe analgy, ühc öaraCûel, the metapçoric Ùrapple or grouny 
or grasp or draw y wIich al–ne the miŒd ™ak¸s hold. Itõtakes no hold if thúreÕis ‹oÑhing f»r it to haul from, for is thinking is theÒhaul, the 
attraction of lkes  
]:I. ¿. =ichards  
ZIË this s”ction ( w™ll dis[uss the separatiØn between aesthÐuics a·d arï; consider briefly forˆalist 5rt (because „H is a leOding wroponent  
ofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art), and assertïthat art is ½naÜog-us tõ an§analytic propositi©n, an. that it is art’s exiàtence as a tautology 
that enabµes art to remainËaloof” ”rom philohophiÅal _rðsump*iûn)22{
  *     It is necssary tošsepšrate ašsthetics Mrom art bec®ue²æ?sthetics Áeaµs /ßth opin™ons)on íÄception of the world in general¹ Inthe 
¿ast one op the two pro£gs of art’s function w›s üt: valuÁ as 
ecora-ion. S” any ³rancRQof !hilo—ophÃ that dealt withm“bea“ty” and thusYtaste, was ineviTably ûuty bound þo dis7uss art aswell  
Out of this “hÎbï” grew the notion that thereâwasPa conceptÏal connection beÌw3en &rt anÛ aesthetics, whic0–is not true.T#i, iea ne†er  
drŠs¦ically°coöficteC with ørtistic considerations :efore 5e*entvtšme, oo” ßnly because thµ morpholgical characÎeristà…s ofÅhrÌ 
perpetuatddPthe con[inuity Óf this error, but as we>l,22becase]the'appa¥Únt otherL“functi±ns” o_ art (depictio� of religiousÔth´mes, 
portraitÚre of aristoc·ats, detailing oœ arÚhitecture, etc.) usA›art to c7v-r up a’t  
¥Bhen obje<ts Vre Ìreented8within thecont<xt o3art (çnd until recentlŽ objects alwayp have been used) they are§as eliÒible f[r ae
thtic considerýtiôn &s are any objeòLÖ in the world, and anJa¸sþ†etic cònsiderati'n of aà objectexi
tin) on the realm of�art �eans that thö object’Ÿ eNi’te¤Ê” :r functioniBg in an art ÐontexÙ is iÇrz¤µvant to the eestŸetic judYment  
The relaÍion of aesthetics tí art is not unlike thatBoØ aesthetics ·o arch]tecture©n-that architecture has a very sÙecfic funcion and hzw 
“good”its dõsign is is prim%rily rÕlated to how well it perf"rms its fun
tion. Thu-, judgments on what¸it ooks like c[rresÖond to tase, and ºe cMn see thatÜ
h orghouŸ«Ëistory diffe{ent examplLs of arc3itec„ure a¼e2Qrased at diffeýe¶b times dpending on tx¹ aeÅthetics ofYÏaticular 
eKochs. Aesthetic thinkingãhas ·vûn22gone s) fFr aW to �a<e ½x×mples of archivecture not reïated to “art” at all, works of Ìrt in 
(hemseles (e.g., thâ pyramid6 of Egypt)  
Aastheti îonsideüa ions Òre Ändeedalways ext aneous to an object’s functio² or r¬ason-to-be.” Unlessof›course, that object’s 
reason-to-be is >trictly aesthútˆc. AxEexample of a pôrely a²¢thetic#o§jectbis a decorative object, for decoratio)’Û pÙùmÑry funcŒion is 
“to add something t‰, sÞ as toÌmke mo”e attractive; adorn; ornament,”10 and this rÆlÐtes dørectly÷to tastö  
AndôtFiÚ leads ßs Rirectly tV “formÒlist” Lr™ and criticism.11 Formalistart (painting an> s Ê(ptÞre) is the vœnguarÀ oÎ d�coration, 
and, strictïy spakiâg, one coÄld reason´bly assert that its aµt condition is¸so minimal t™at for all•functiœnal purp=seE it is not art at all,  
buÍ pure 3xe¹cises in aesthetics. rbove all thi8gs Clemen† Greenbrg is the critic of tasöe. Behind every one oè hi• dncisions is n 
aesthetic judgmežt,'wit† those judgments reflecting his tas22e  
AndÅwhÔt does hisùtasˆe reflecte The period hekgrew u© in a a critic, the pDriod “§eal” for h›ŠÞ the fiftes.>w How el×e can 
one†aúcount f½r, gizen hisótheor}es – if ¡hey have any logic to them‰aÉ ¦ll _ hisdisinteres÷ in Frank Sfe la, Ad Reinhardt, Ónd others  
aõ;licable to his his©o’ical scheme? Is it beca,s° he is “. . . basically u‡ymYathetic on øersona,ly exäÓrienti÷l ñ\ouÄds”?ù3 Or¢ in 
otheräwnrd, “the_r worI doesn’tÉsuit hi tas•e?” Ëut n the¯p˜ilosophic tabula r*sa of art, “if s²meone calùs it art,” aq Don Wd has said½ 
“Êt’s a<t.” Give\ th™s, foÙmalistDpaiŽting and_sculpture can be granted a* “çrt conéition,( but .nly by vúrtue ofdt-eir presentarion in terms 



of their art idea (eŸg., a rectangulŸr-shapÔd canvûs stre’ched over wooden suòports an� stained w)th such anl such colors, us]ng such 
and suchøforms, giving˜s7ch (nd sucs a visua€ exÛerie™©e> etc.y. If �ne lfosÂt coÇtempor!r art in this  ught one rŒalizes th“ minim�l 
creatiµe efftrt taken 1n th� part of formalist arñis�s spJciÌicaïl6, and Mll painersâand XPòlptors (wo‹king as suYh today) generally  
23hi] briìgsÖus to¾the rea-çzatiµ Óhatìformalist×art and critiTigmÿaccepts a
†a deinition of art one tha  exists&solely on morphol™gica; grounãs.ßz¯
le a vast quanV3mX of similad ooking o
je¯ts orXimages (or visually relate\ objects -r im4Püs) may seem to be related or »onnected) becauûñeof a siìilaity of visual/þxÂeriential 
“readinÏ’Q” one caÒnot cçaim from thiË aS artistic or con3eptual relat!onship  
    „   The functi"n of art, ¶s a question,'wax eörst Åai;ed >yóa‡ceÚ D8chaèp. In facê iy is Marcel guchamp wÆom we òan cr9dit 
´Íth’gÙving art its oÑ identity.O(One can certainly see a tendency towarf thisesµlf-identific„tion ofaart begáning with Man$t and Cézanne 
th:ough {o Cuðism,16 bu¹ their works are ¾i/id and ambiguous byÃcom)aris¥n with DuNhamp’s.) “Moder–¨ art and the work before see:|d 
connectedvy v¡rtue of t`eir àor
hology. Another way ÿfGputting it would be that art’s “language” remained theûs°me, ?ut it was saying new things. She eve’t that ma|
eçc€nceivabte the rea9ization that it was possibleœoö“speak another?languagŒ” and still mMeåsense in ažt waW¼Marcel(Ducøamp’s 
firsÜìunasÆisted Read-made  
WÊth the unassisted Ready-madek art &hnged ?ts focus�from the form of the lanñuage2to what was beung sðid. ?h[ch means that it 
chanÁed the nature of art from a³ùuµsßion oW ôorphology to a question of fuFcæ€on. Thio changá – one from “g¦pearance” to “
onc"|tion” – was the b¢ginning of “mÝern” a™t and the b¾µìn:yng of conceptual art8 Al… a&t {ašter Duchamp) is conceptûal žin naturª)  
becÈu,e'art oÆly Å.ists¡concepäually 
The “value”\¹f par¨icularïantists afYer Duchamp can beoweighed accoùding hë how much tÒe> queK…ioned the n
ture of art; which is anot¸er uay of saying “w4at they addeû t¶ theØcBnceptiÉn ofŸart” or what zasn’t there befor± they startedp Artist¤  
questhon the nature of ar bø pr‡s•nµing new propositions as to ~rt’sVnzture. ALd to do this one cannot concern oƒeslf wi@h the handed-
d(wn “lanƒuage” of trÄditional7art, s 8h+s activitx is baseddon the assumption that there ¤s onfy one wByùo}¤framing árt 2r6pžsit÷_ns. 
BÛt the very stuff of art is indeedbgreatly �elated to Ÿcrea_ing” new pûoposiši:ns  
The c@se Vs oten mÎÒe – pa¶ticRla/’y ¸n referenceÞto Duchamp – ^hat objectÖ of art (such as the H'ady-mades, yf courne, Œu¤ Sll a
t is `mplied in this) 9re jÞdged as objets d’art inëlater years‘aµd”the artists’ inHentions becom irrelevant.+Such anÿargumen isÕte c’e of a 
preconãeived notion ¢rderiËg together not nesessarilñ relaöed factsÖ The
„Xint
is this: a&sthetics, as p -ave ponted oÒ',3are;conc£ptually i#re0Uóant t. aÌ-  
Thus, k•y physCc’lthing ca¿ becom† objet d’a¦t, that is to sy, can be šonsidÇred tZsteful, aesthetically p”easing, etc. But this has 
no#bearin— 1n–the object’sgapplic tion to an art ontext; thòt 
s, itY funcviƒning in an art co†teœt. (E.g·0 if a collector t–ªes a pain³ing, at“Qches legs, and©uses ¼t Üs a din{ng table it’s an act  
uÙrelat¿d Io art or the artist»becaus,Éas art, that waán’t t£e artisX’s intention.) It is obvious ÷henÉt°atU¢ormalist cðitic)sm’s reliÃnce ãn 
morphosogy lýadsne¿essar l„wit& a bias toward th§ morphIlogyÀof traditional artw And in this sens tDeir criticšsm Bs µ!t related 
ðœ 
 “scieût·fic method” ¡r any soBt o\ ôpir cism (as MichaelF¢œd,6witÒ ¡is detailed des(riptions of paintings'and othXr 
“sch„larlj”„paraphernalia would w–nt us  } bel¡eve).÷Fomalist criticism is no more tÆan an analysis Þfþthe phyÑicaŠ adtTibutes of 
ømrt˜cularo×jets %h¦t hèppen t–iexist i1ça morphol‹gical contex-  But this do¥sn’t adL any knowledge (oÕïfacts] to our undúrskanding of  
the nature or func–ion of art. <nd neither does it2com¶ent on£whet
er or not the objectqyanalyzed arH evenè
orks$#f Órt, in that—for´alist critics olways ¨ypas½ the concptual elume½t in woßks of aî5.áxachly why they#do’t¶oõment on tû 
conceptual elHment in worksFf ¾rt iÜ precisÏly be’ause formaóist ar‰ is only a9t by vitue of i«Øes
mblance to øarlier works AfÃart. ¹t’s a mindleOs art. Or, as Lucy Lippard so s‡ccinctly descrie‡ Jules O¬×tÝki’s paintings:r“thæy’re 
visua® Muzak.514 F‡rmal…st4criticsžand órtists aliÝe do not †ue‡tion the nature of art, but a� I havê said eãseNhere: Being an]artiet  
n©w means to question thevnatue of art. gf one ià questio-ing the nabure of paintiŒg, one Jannot beëque›tâoni  the natur{ oæöartý 
If an Artist a•òpts paivtOng (or sculpture) he �s accepting the traditioF that goes with×it. Th-t’s befauseáthe word art és{gen¯ral aßd the 
word paijting is specifiÓ. P¶i–ting Q © kind of amt  
If you make¸azntingsryou are already a‚cepting (not Ÿsest\/ni†g)Ôthe nature of a¶t. One is the accepting the nature of Çrt to be 
theEropan týadition of a painting-sulpture [ichotomy.15|T™e strongest objection one can ra«se¡ag¼inst a morphological justiic…tion for
%trad÷tional art is that morpholo—ical‚notions of art embodyœan impled a prio‘i›conceptÊof ar23’s+possibiliti¯K. Aÿd such aG a pÛiori 
co„óept of the9nsturemof¾arœ (as 4eparate from anFl—tically fr|medVart propositions or “workƒ” which I will dsÁuss lat}rˆ makes it, 
indeed, a 3PiÛri: imposüible to ques–ion the nature of art. And this questionžng of the nature of rt\ÿs a very importantÂconcept in 
understandin‡ the function oÊ art  
   ñ    And wFat holds ðrue for Duch!mp’s +„rk applKes aW wå to mostbÉf çhe art after him. ¦n otÄer wþ'ds, th value of?ubis� –  
orGinÂvance – is its idea in the realm ofíart, not tYe physixaÙ ¸r HÕC-al qSalities seen²in a specific paint®nò or the particularization of 
cert*inÐco›ors I‡ shapes or theFe colousÏand shapesuare the artÜs lìnguage,” not its mü™ning¨conceptuall- as art. TB loo) upon a 
Câb:st “masterwork” now as -rt is nonsensical  concep–ually speaking, as far as art is concerned. (That Misual informa,ion tGat was 
nique inÂCubismás laœguage has now bePn generally absorÒed and h.s a lot to doš¼ithþthe way in h=ch ¢ne deaòs witŠ painting 
“lingùistic(ll€.. [6.g., 
hat a ðubist pa€nti2g mea”t exerimeneallyÊand cotceptïalYy to¿ sa³ŽÚGertude St;…n, is beon® ourÏspecu^atioø because�the sam_ 
‚aintig theH“ueant” something d©fýerentdthan%it doesˆnow.]) The;nalue” now òf anHorig1naµ Cubist p’inting is Ct unlike iá mosg 
re®gects, an original ¯anuscrip| by LÈ°d Byr‹n, or The pirit of St. Louis 
s×it is#see©^in=thÝ–Smithsonian Institu$ion 
(Inèee9, 8use+ms fill the=Rery same unction as the S$´thson˜an ‰nstitu6[on – Why els would ëhe JeuÚde Paume wing of the Louvre 
exhibit Cézanne’s and Van GéghÜsîpalettDsas proudly Ås they do the)ü pailtinÕ?) Actua
 worŽs oû art are littleomore tha± hiStorical curiosiAies. As ftr . art is coTcerned Van Gogh’s pain+iNg® arek’x wortq any more tha~ his 
{al»tëe is.äTheyçare b‚th “zÏllector’s items.”17VArt “™ives” throgkinflue
Hing )ther art, not Œy existing a“ the physical residue ofÎan a[tist’s ideasÂ The reasoŠÖthÚt different artists from Whe past are Öbrou¦ht  
±l°ves again is becùuse ÷ome aspectùof thepr worš becomes @usable” ‚y living a¿tist(. Th=t here isAno Ìtr0th” aî ¶o what artüis ÿeems 
quite unrealizÓd  
What ýs the funGtion o'art, oÞ tÕe ´ature of art~ If–we continue our"analogy cf the forms art takes as $eing art’s ljnguþge one 
caŽrea4iethen éhat  ¾orkòof artá�s a kÝnd 1f propositon preáented within the�ëonÊext of art as a cmme£t Qn artº WeIcan then gB 
further én¨ analyzeØth types of “propositions.” æ. J. yer’s evaluationioÞ òa0t’þ distinction betw



en analyticÿa6d !µnhetic is use‚ulËto us here: “A proposotion is analytic w%en itvalidity;depends soley.on ªhe d˜fi§itions«of the 
symbo§s]it contains, abdì‰yn†hetic(when its validity isOdetermin+d by th¡ fact”of experiníe.”18 The aÊalogy I will attempç to make 
i24Òone UetweeÇ the ar6 condbion asš the condition of the analyticðproposition. In that they doç’t Àpp¶z¥ to be believable as 
adthing;els, or be aboÌt anything (ot´r than agt) the forms of_art mosA clearlyëfinallyžrefer©ble only to arÒ have bee5 forms clYsest to 
anQlyt¶cal propositions  
™ï×ks ofÚ]rt ‹reÚaÆa˜ytic propositioŽs. That is, if vieweÅ within their context –Aas aät – they provid� n% inform”%þon wý+tsoüver about 
any mattcr of 
¬ct. A wôrk of arÝ is a tautology in nhat it is a cresenta�ion of the art+st’±«intntio=,Öthat is, he is s`yNng thÔt that partic(
ar±work
of ØrÝ Ès•alt, which mean, ns a aefimitioƒ oX art. Thus, thmt it is art is tžue a priori (wÌic is what Judd m24ans when÷he st¨tes that “if 
someo:e caÞls it ar_, it’s srt‘)  
Indeed, it is nearly im¤os„ible tŠ discuss art in ›½neôal tDÑms withoéà ta±kiÏg in tautologies – for to attemp· tB >graðp” art by†any othei  
“haôdle„ is «erely to›ocus on Ÿother yspect or qu&lÔty >
 the proÐosi´ion, which is usuúllysvrreleûantÀto the ar<work’s “art coXdition.” On§ 6eginsvto âe«lizeºtgat art’õ “art condition” is 
Ðconceptual stae. Thatµthe langõag¨forls that the artist fram³s his pro®ositioGs in are osteÙ©“‚ÿivate” cod¡s o languages is an iÃevitabl 
outcome†of µrt’s fr+edo‰ fom Îorphologfcal constrÎ¸tions§ and^iC foQlows from¯this JhatÙone has to be famil&ar with conte7porary art  
toapprecate it anÆÊund¡rsÊand it. Likewise Lne undersKands why the “man in the street” is int€lerµCt to artistic rtand always deman
L art in a or¶ditional “language.” (AnY one understanû÷ w~y f˜rm”list art sells “like hot cakes.”) 'nly in paiÓtingqand sãuIpture d'd the 
Èrtis's all speakWthe same language. sha¤ is calleç “Novelty’Œ×t”‚byXth¼ formalistq iˆ oåen toe0attemptto Ùind new lýnguagesm 
althè$öE a new langage doesn’t necessarily meý×…the framiPg of new àroposiÕio@s: e‡gÈ,Mmost k?netic andêelecronic art  
A4o’heO×wzy Þf statFng9 in relatiÆ to art, what Ayer Þsserted about the analyt¼c meth€d in the zontext o¬¦language ÒouÊÕ be 
thÒ+following¬ TheLvþlidit¹ o` a¾tis2ic p•opositions is not d™pendent o« any empirical} much les °nyqaesthetic p esupposition about 
Vhe natÂre f tÒings. For the artist, as Jn a%alystü is not d rectly cDnc4rneµ 
ith the phys“calpropertiee of thin¿s. He is@concerged onlywwitˆ the wa '1) in (hich art"is ‘apa¾le of conceptual Œrowth and 
þ2ˆÏhowzCis±propositions apeícapable 1f¸…¨gºcally following that grÐwth.19�        Pure Expressionism,ÃcontinuingŸwithòôyerös ‚e¢ms, 
cou†d be½c_nsideTedža such8 “A sentence24whch consisted âf d=óonstrative symfols wou
d ©ot express  genuine proposit+on. It wouldobe  mere ejaculatio’, wn no Úay characØer¤zing tüat to which it was supposed to refer.”  
Exp1essionistqworks 24re usu lly such “ejc¯laNions”*present(d in thÌ morphoßogical language of traditional art.¾If Pollock is ;òportat it is 
bucause he paiÉted on loose canvas :õrizonta)ly toÖthe ›loor  
Whatµsn t imBortÔnt is tha² h± latr put those drippings over stretchers and hung them Qarallel to the wall. (‚ xther words what is 
importêntQðn art Ús what oneCbrŸngO to iI, not one’s adŒŸtioƒ of what was ”reviouÐly existing.) Wha²Ris even lass iúportant to a;t is 
Polôock’s otons of “self-e#Ýression” beau¿e those kinds b> èu€jectPve meaµings are us‡less to8anyOne othOr than those involved wit¬  
Jim persona{ly. AndZtheir “specific” quality putá;them outside o•ãrt’| context  
ì“I do noÜ make art,” Rch•rd Serra sas, “I a engaged in n actiBitû;Èi someoNe wants 7o call it art,þthat’s his busines°,–but¾itÇs not up to 
me ào decide ‚hat Tha½Ès ll figured out later.” ²erra, then,'is ve/y mÌch aware of the implicat¬ons of his work.}If Serrà is indeed just 
“figuring out whax lea@ does” (gravitationaçYy, mòºecuar¤y etc.)s why sÊouldâanyone think of i9 as art? If;he'doesn’t take tye resåo…
sibility of it being art/ who can, or¡sÁâul|? His work certaonly ap’earsçto Œe empiricüll¼ verifiablem lFad can¹do, —nd be used for,  
manyEphysical activithes. In itself this does>!nything‚but Òead us intoìa dialogue aboutwt8enature,>f art. In a ´ene tÕe? hee¤s 
a‹primitiÂe. He h;s no idea -ou% art. How isfit tXÞn that we knowåabout “his a/tivity”? Because he has toQd usÔô¾ is vr by his actÒons 
ašteë “his actÝvity” hasƒtakenplace. That Ís, by the\fact khaò he isìwifh several gal§eri s, «uts the phyhical rejidue5of Jis¼ctivi§ 
inXmuseuìs (and s§lMs them to art collectofs – but as we have Bo1nte, Uut, collectors are irrelevant §. Uhe “coŸditio¡ ofèart” of a wo€kµ  
'ha®'he deniesëhÀs worý is art but plÞys the urtist is more thafHjust O parad,x. Ø?¤ra secretlÕ feels that “Yr©,ood” is rrived at 
empirically. Thus, (s A…er has statÊdæ The2eáare no absolutely certax� empi¦ical prohoæiôio¦s. It is only Ôautologie that arå cerpa{n  
EHpirical quesKiCns 're ³ne and all hypotheses, which may be onfimed or discrÔdited in actual°sgnsV xpe˜ience. A4d the p?op¹sÙtion 
inÉwhi½h we ýpcord hhe observations Ÿhat ve‰·fy these hypotheses Pre the–selves hypotheses w_œch are subject to the teÅt of furt  er 
©nse experience. Thusüthere is ní f‘n€l propositiin.22 Ié o…her words, thÍ «roÚosit×ons o*Äart are no- fact–al, b:t inguistic ¤n cha�ac|er 
›�t,at is, th d do \ot desc•ibe the behavior)of physical, or eve� íental obâejts; th¥y express definitiºns of art, or the form¹l conseque;ces 
ofâefiitons of art. Ac�ordingvy, we can say that ar op‡rates on a —ogic.BFor w† shall see µhat töe chara`teristÏc markt¶f a purely lãgEcal 
Anquiry i` that it s concUned with tÁe foímaš Cons§quencus oP ourpŸe±initioÏss(of art) an“ not with questions of e-pirical fact—0 To 
repe"Ú, what ¬rt has in common with 
ogic an© mjthematics is that it is  taLÿolo™y; i.e.,xthe “art idea” (or “work”) ad art are èhe same and ~a* be °pprec(ated as ar@ wi
hout going otside ¤e contexêofkart fÉr ûerific¦tion 3
On the other hand,fetÇus consider why ar ccnKot 
e Zor has difficulty w�e  pÑ att[mptsqto be) a syntKetic proposit£on.!Or, that is to say, whenÇtÈe truth or falsi§y of its asserRion is §erifi:
le on empirical Xr¾unËs  
AyÈr stats: . . . TÎe Nriterion by which we €eteÙmine+the öalÀdity of an
a priori or snalytÎcalÝproposi~ion isânoÔ slfficieAt to deter:ine Th¨´validty of“an eípirical or synthÀtic pŽoposition‚ Foî it Às characte›istic 
of emÆiric l prªpisi÷ioÝ that their va1þvÝ½y is not purely formal. To say ‰hat  geometrical propositio¶, or a system of àeometrical 
propoðitioãs, ús fa"se, çs to sa that it i
 se^f-contradictTry. Bu) an empisi/al°proosit$ox,õor "£syste f v—pirical propositions,pƒay be free fromûcontradiction an sk¯ll bS alse. It 
is²said to be fal;eº not ÅÄcause it is Áormally defective, but Òecause@it fails to ×atis’yDsome matetia° criterion.21 T×e#unrealit= of 
“reaõistic” art ós due to its framing as…a, art propoition‘incsynthetic termm: one i4 always tempte} toò“verif™” the 
propositionÏeepirially.hRealism’s synth$tjÁØstate doesnît br–ng one¤to a circuxar 'wing back into a dTalogue w<th te larg›r fram¹work of 
q¤estions aöot the nature ofäart (as does the work of 1alelich, MondriaO wollock, Reinhardt, ZarþyÞRauachenberê, Johns,"LichtenstÇin,  
Warh>lð 0Ðde, Ju:d, FýÉvin, LeWit , Morris, and otñers), but ratjer, one is"flung outÞof art’% Ýorbit” into teË“infinite spaLe” of [he human 
onditon  
     H  Øhat one ¹inds all t¼roughout the wriOings of Ad ,úinM¿rdt 
s this very similartmesis o “art7asƒartR”Îand tÉatq“art is alwa´. deåd, andðÀ sQving’ aNt is a deceptiªn¡23 Reinhardt hat a very cleaæ 
idea about the nature of art, and his importance is faB from recognzed  
Becase fors o« art that av Ôe considered synthetic pr3poi:iØns are !erifiable by the world, that is to say, ko understand these 
propositions½8ne must leave the tautologiwal-like frÎmHwork o9 art and consider “ outsid@” information. But tÚ coÑsider it a¥ art it is 
necessary to ignor²mBhis same Xutside {nformatiI, because outsie infvrmation (experienti´l q¨¡litHes, to note1 has iªs own intrinsic 
worYh. And to compreÍend rhis wo5th one doe bot need a state of “art condition.” Frm 9his it i eUsÐ¡‚o r�alize that art’s viabi¤ity is not 



connected to the presentation of visual (or o•her) kinds of ex¨erience. TŽat V aO¯mayIhav¢ been one of ard’„ extraneous funƒÁiona in 
`he precediE/ centuriez is /ot un[ikely. AfTer all, men in even¨the nineteenth century liŒed in a fôirly stands3’ùzÖd ºisualen¦ironmentz T
‰at is, \t was írdinaúily preÜiÙtable as to what he would be àoming 2nto coè„ac¹ with dayåaf“er úay. His visÅ2l environment in t-I pArt of 
the world inZwhich he lived ²ñs fHiTly consist=nt. In our time weEhave  n Ïxperientially drasticallj r(Aher environment. One ca25 fly òl` 
o»er thU˜earh in a &ptter of âœurs a$d days, not months. W have She cinÊÊa, and cæEor televisiÑn, as×wel asÒthe mDnÁmade 
spectacle of the limhts²of Las Vegas or the skyscrapers ~f New York City.Thewh<le”worgd is thfefto be Ôeen, and thÓ whole world can 
watc– m�- walk on tXe moon årom”Hheir livi#g rooms.‹Certaily art or objects of painting and sculpture cannot÷be expected$tð compete 
experientiall with this& TÓeÆnotôon ífõ“use” is relevant to art an2 its “langua~e.” ReœËnÄly}ehe box or cube for$ has been ðsed a!
great deal wit0in hhe conèetêof art. (Take for ¯nstancþ its use bs Judd, MorrHs, LeWitU, naden, m-th, BeŽ¦,íandMCracken¬c n^Ü even 
meOtioing$the quantÁty of boxeþ and cubes hat cQme üŠter.) The B)föerencbetween a‡l the varios usesÕ3f—thehbox or cube®fqrm is 
dirËctly r_lated to the dVfferences in the in‹entions of thª atists.™Fòrtjer, as i› pørticularly seen in Judd’s work, the use of&the box or cube 
formWill1stÑates verÍ well SÎñ%eDrlieï clai@.that an o·je¬t is onlŽ art whîn placed in the context of art  
A few example‰ will p)int »Þis out.hOe  ould sayÉthat iÁ one†of Ju)d’s box forms was s4en filled with de1ris, seen „laced in a inÔustrial 
sTttin›,or even m

ely¨seen s³tting on a wYreRŽÛornÀr, it wfuÎd not be"iden™ified with aSt. It vollows thenïthat understanding and consideratiT 
o° {t as an artwo˜k i¹anecessary a priori to viewing {t %n odeQ to “see” iz as a work of
-rt. AdvanÑe infor<ation about the cÌncept of art and vbout an artist’Á co:cepts4ic necessary to the apprciaZÉon aed unde`sttnd÷ng of 
contemporary art. Ány and all of —he physical attribute› (qualities) of coŸtem¤orary åorÔs, if considered separatêlyKaÃd/or pecifi)ally,  
Çre irreleäant to
the ÝrL concep£. he�artKconcept áas JuddXsaid, though ¥e didn’t mean¼it this way) must bé considere› in its whole´ 
To consider Ø Øoncept’s parts is(invariablyÈto conWider aspecUs that are irrelevant to UtsRarý condiŠi n – or le reading5parts o
 a definition  
ðIt comes«as no su"prise that the Ürt�with the lFast`fi*ed morpholgy Ôs tY“ example from which we decipherÞthe nature of the 
general·term “art.”8For ÁêeŸG there is a context existingsepÐ)atel- o its morpÐolog( andconsi²ting of its f*nctionon> isŽmBre likeyy t 
find Results §es coZformiYg and predictÄble. It=is ÒD modernôart’s possession of a “�/nguage” wØth theyshort†st !istory that the 
plausibility of Ühe ab›ndonment of thþ Hanguage” bacoÇes mUst possible. It iÅ uÓderst©n’able then that the art tha came´out oÕ 
We$ternÄpaënting anP scuptur½ is theVost enïÊgetic, ¾ueätioning (oÁ its nature), and Ó*e l4ast assumóng o all t%e general  
“art”«concerÜsï In the âiUal ~nalysis, hÁwever,%±ll of the a¤ts have buê(inÄ?ittge£stðin’s terms) a “0amily” Åesemblazãe  
Ye  the vriousYqualitiesÞrelatable to aÍ àart condi¶ion possessed by p¤etry, the novelÈ the0CineÂ~Î th theatre, and vari.us ÷ors of þusiï,  
etc., is t[at aspe t gf them most ‚eliÛble to  Þe funcÊionoof art as¶a(serted here  
Is not the decline of poetry relatable to the impÔiedmetaphyNics from poetry’ use of “comTon” languane as an£arN äangÆage?24 In 
New York the last decadent stages of poetry ca1 be seen in the<”oçe by “Concrete”poetÏ recent¿ytoward™the use of actual objemts and 
theatre2525Can it be that they feel the unreality of theiN art form?        CWe see noÒ t©atthe axioms of a geím‡try arF simply 
definitions,âand that the·theorems -f aùgeometry are simply the logicalconsequenceX f these def¿nitions. A çeo{etry isHot fn itýelf  
aboþtQp25ysicalgsq¶<e; in ´tself «t cannot be sai to be “ab¿ut” anything. Butcwe ca° use a weometry äo rsmsin about pÓÛ6i¿al sàace• 
Th?t is fo say, once we havÜ -iven the axiomsõaphysical interpretationz we can vroceed to aøply the theor]ms t÷ thÎ objects$«hich satisfÍ  
Â
e axioms. Whet
er a geometry‡can bè açp1ied tobthe c¼ual physical Àorld o€ «ot, is n expÙ…i£al quòstio¸ which falls outsid´ the scope of geûmetry 
itselfz Áhere iñ no sense, therŸfore, in sking-w*ich of©the variout geometriesØknown to us •re fals: and whi¤h2are trz›. I¤sofar as they 
areæall{fre� from c#ntrdiction, theyTare all true. =he proposition which st©tes thaM a cert¬in a!p[icatÃon o¦ a geomJu�y is 
possib[ehisbnot itgelaòa propçsitin}of th¦t+geometry. All *hat the geometry<itsef tells us is that if aûyzhi
g can be br’ught underÊt
e definitions, it wilY a²so Latisfy &he th9ÜÐems.wIt is tÝerefore‚F purelò logzal ]ystem, and Pts prÖpo²itions ÈNe AureIy ·nal¼tiâ 
púopÊi™ions.#–A. J. Ayer26 HcrŠ then I propose restÇ the via§ility of art. In anàage wysn trad+tionLl  hi·osophØ Ts unreal ecase oÌ its 
assumptions,¦artSs abirty î¢ exist will de.?ndúnñt onlŠ on itsÚn/t peÙf^rming a–�rvice – aŒ enertai±ÿent, visuiE (Žr ¾ther) exp“rience, or 
decoratêon – whic³ is something easil7 replaced by kits#h culture, Bnd technology, buÂ, rLher, itJwiSl âemain #iableÜby not assumingµa 
ùhilosophical stance  for in r¹’s”²ëique character is the capacity to remaU ¹aloof from philosophical uÀgments. It is in this ¤onžªxt hhbt  
Wrt shareÛ siilari—ies Jith loëic, mathematács, =nd, as well, scie=ce. But whe°eas the otCer edeSvors are u¤áfìl, art is not. Art ind4eO 
exists for its own sake† 
In this period of oXn, after philosoph7 and religio”, art may possibly beíoe end”avor )ha
 fulfillœ íhat another aDe might have calledÔ“mTn’s spiritual neesK”ÿOr, anotÙer way .f"putting i… might be tÃat art deals 
analogousDyxeithŒth st¥te on th.ngs beyoÚd ph§sics¼ wher§ philosopky had t$ make assertions. And art’s streng h is tIat eveÌ tµe 
preceding îentence is 8n assertimn, nç c~not be verifi-d by artÏ 
Art’s oµly claim3is for art¯ Art iò thudefini/ikn of art  
æ       NO-ES  
NReprintedj25rom Stud©oôInt$rnatdon«lÔ(Oct´ber, L969)  
1 Morton WhitŠ, @he Age of Analysis (NewäY~rk: Mentor Books), p. 14  #
2OIbid., p. 15  A
3 I mean Ðy this Existeätialism ënK PheÓom©nlogy. ;ven Merleau-Pÿ°ty, wiBh?his midd¦e-of-the-roaÊ position —eween empiricism Ønd 
ratioæaism} cünnot Áxprec™¨his philosophy�without the—useòof words (thus using cKÕceàts); and followìng this, how ca! one discEss 
experiencœ without¶sha?p ßistnc
ioâsxbetweeØ ´urseoves a¢d he wlrld? 4 NirõJames J¿an, Physicsßan~¼Philosophy (A8nûArbor, Mi�h.Ò Unýv¤rsity of 
MichiganSPress), p.�17  
5 IbiH., @. 1+0  
6 IÙid., p. 190  
i Þhe task such philo€ophy has tìken upo¥ its8lfNis the only_“function” it cøuàd p˜rf,rm wiÉhout making phil„s^phi— ass¦ötions �
8 This is íe}lt!wi
h in th¨ following sectio2  
« I wuld lRke µodÃake it clear, however, úhaTI intend>to sueak for no†one Ôlse. I arrived at›tpese!coclusions alon,Rand ändeed, it is  
®rom thés th¿nkiYg th/t 4y art since 1966 æf not before) ev"l5ed. O"ly recent;y di
 I realize afÀer meeÐing Terr AÎkinson that he and Micha¿l B
ldwin shaoe similar,Œthough c<Âtainly not identical, opinions to ±ine  



1÷ Webster’s New Wærld ”icti|nary \½ the Xmerican Lang¾age  
1¿ Thesconceptual level of the work oØ KÑnnethuNolŠndù Jules Oùitski, Moœris Louis, Ron þavis, ¬nt%onyŸC›rî,
John Hoyland, Dan CªfistensenÄ ete×ê, is so dismally low, t(at any th-t is tûre is supplØed bÚ the crit˜cs promoting it. T£is is seen laµr   
12 MichaXl Fried’s reasons for using GreenbergCs rationale reflect his#bacÓgroun+ (and mostçof Ôhe other formalist critics) as a 
¦schola±,” buttmore of it¸is d#ˆ to his des rez I suspectù to bring his schola9l\ s<Q ies into th9 moder§ world. O–« can easily sympathize 
withxhis0desire ”o
connect, sayk Tieî`lo5with Jules Flitsƒi. One6should never for¨et, however, th›t a hisöoriaÆ loves hisÃo¤y ³ore th0n anythin ¯ even art  
13 Lu
y Lippard useC th–s q”o¦ation in a «ootoote to Ad R²inhardt’s r9t3oipective c—talogue, January, '967
 p. 28  
14 Lu[y ippa5D, “Constellatián by Hars) D._light: The Whit¥=y Annual,” HXdson Review, Vol. æÄ No¬‹1 ‘Spng, 1928) |
n5 Arthur R. ñose, “Four InterÝeww,” Arts MÀgazine&çebruary, 1969)  
16 ¨s Terry Atinson
pointed out i“ hiý introd²ction : Art-anguage (Vol.•1, No.1),ëthe CubŠst»Xnever questionedÑiä–art had Úorphošogicaltcharacteri!tics, but 
›�i–h ones in painting wÍre accep„abke 
ñ17 When someone “b]ys  a 7avin�he isn’t Í�ying a light show, f¯r if¨he was he could just go to aËhardùa€Ÿstore and Wet the goodsTfor 
consid»rab�& Sesp. He isn’t “buying” anything. He is sDbsidizing Flaiin’s xctivity as an artx§t  
J18A. 
« ·yer, Language, „r/th, azd Logic (Nw ¸rk:ÑDover Publi1atÏons), p. 78  
19àIbid., p. 57  
20 Ibid.£ p. 57 zÔ1 IbiŠ., p.90  
2_ I½id., p; 94  
23 AÆiReinharWt×s retrospe§tiv… cata²gue (Jewish useum, January, ü967) written by Lucy Lippa‡d, p. 12 Ï
24 ItUis poetry’s use of commonNlanguage to attemßt ºo Hay the unsayable ïha‘ is problemÈGic, not any inherentÏproblem€i¹thVusê of  
l¦nguage witrÄn the context o¨¼artra25 Ironically, ÐaØy of the‹ call themselves “¬onceptua€ Pwets.& Much of this€work isgve�WTsimilar  
t§ Walteó“de Maria’s Èo7k and t“isóis notñcoincidenta§; de Maria’s work functions as aÍkind of “object” àoetr_, and hV in¬eetios9are 
very poetic: he*real6ySwants his work to òhange men’s l]ves  
26 Op. cit., p. 82  
         

  A;T FTE¨
PH1LOSOPHY d1ò69)  Joseph Ì(sut`  Part 1Ä 
 The factthat it has recentl˜ become µashionable foržphyFiÙis2s themselves to be sympDthetic tQward religion §
. . mark½†the physi%i�[®’ own lacÛ on confidencedi& Uhe validit  f òheir hy_ot©eses, w“ich is a'reLction on theiH parœ frô‚ the 
antireligious dogmatism of nineteenth-cenîuêy scienÃiÙ—s, a\³ a natural ou1ome ož the cris°s throug§óhich physics‰has just pÄAaež. –
A. J. AyŽr. . . . o¢ce one has underst·od 8he Trctatus t\ere $ill b· no t…mptation i concern Æneself anyÄore with •iloõo®hy,î‹hich 
isxne+ther empiri³al?like sciÎnce nor Äautological like mxkhepatics; oHe´will, like W|ttgens§ein in 1Š18ô abando p#los’Ìhƒ, which, as-
tradètionaly understood, is roted in¦conu1io.  
–J. O. årÞ%)n  
TrÎditLona~ ph¤los“7hy, almos^ (y defÖîition, has QoTcerÀ-d Útself with the unsûld. The nea‘ly çöclusie focus oîðthe said by –w´ÜûietE-
cenÃury analytiTal lÒnguistic pKiloÍophers is the sharSd ûonteïtion tT
tEthe unsaid is unsaid Oecause it isSun-ayabO¿. HegelianÉÁhilo&ophy ##Fe sense ùn the niµteeÊth ’ewt-rò and mst›have b‹en 
soothing to a
cenªury thMt w°s barely gettn¼ over umh, the EnlightenFent, and KCnt.1 Hegel¶s philosophy¹was also capblù of giving cov§r for  
aœdefense6of œeligious beliefs, spplying an altcrn$žä¤e to Newtonian ec§anics, and‹fiting in wi³h tùµ growth of/history ¤s a disciplšne, 
as½welþ as acceptin DarwiniŸn bi}loÇy.2 He añpeaVedóto giXe an ac¹eïtable resolution to t?e conflict bƒtween‰th‹ology and science, 
as well I
ø5he reÖut of Hegel’] influence has been that a Éreat majority ofQc¦ntmporar« philoop>ers are really little 26ore thanêhistorians of 
philos)ppy, Ldbrarians Çf the Truth,Kso tT speak. Oneäb_ginx to get the impressôonathat ¢here W)sÞnoth
ng more to b` said.”And c‚rtainly if one reilizes the iöôlLc|¤ions of Wit}genstein’s 7hinking, andxthethinkiTg ”ntluÈncedË•y himáand afôr  
himE “Continental”^pZiloæophy neeu nÀt seriously be coniAeredÜSere.3 I
 there a reson for th& “unreality` of /‚ilo÷ophy in our tú—b? Perhaps this can be answered by laoking;into the ifferŠnce být¼een ošr time 
a~d ohe `enturies predding us. In the past man’  c)[cluÐions about the;world were bfsed on þhe÷vnTorß°ùion he¶hadêabout it – ifŽ ôt  
specifically 
ik× the empir¨cisÈs, ðen gFnerally lœkethe rationÂTiàäsÔ Ofte[ iâ fact, thà÷lo.enes be±weª( s�ience and philowp<y wad so great that 
scientsts and philosopherswŸre one and the same person.(In fact, from tHe timƒs of Thales, pic…rus, Heraclitus, and Aristotle to 
Des9artes and Leµï�i.z,$“the great names in phiTÅsoph’ were often great names in science as well.”? That tÏe wl¸ aÂ perceived by 
twentiÛth-centryºÎc?eMºe§is a vËtly different one t!ån phe oRm of ¯t preÍeding centuryé noÅx ôot be proved he¨e. Is it possible, then,  
that iÔ ¶ffect man has learn-dùso puchr 3nd hDs “intelligence” is su–h, that he¸Äannot bOlieve the reasoning o4 tradºtionA ‹philo opµy? 
ThaÞ perhaps he knows taoúmuü0 about tbe worl  tÅÒmake1ãhose kinds of onclusions? As ‘ir JampÈFJÌans Óas statei:<. µ . Wen 
ph§l‹sophy has availed i¢elf ofúthe result]zof scienLe, t has not Ëeenáb3NjorèowAng tôe abstact mathematical des¼Üiptionkof the 
Úat×ern o8 events, but y bgrrowrn4 8he then curent pictorial desîÐiption of thisÝpattern; thus it has no` approãriated certažn k_owledg„ 
ut +onjectures  
T9¼Deaconjectures were often good enouÍh¹o· tYe ma -Kized worldw’but'not, as we nÏw knowÌ¥for those �ltim§te pr¢cessescof 
øazure which con6rol th $a£penings o¶ he mÎn-sÄzed wo^Ld, and brinh us XeareCt to the tráeànatureoN reality�5  He contiues: ONe 
cons quence of t="K is that th[ suandard¹philosophicaj disc>ssions of many problems, suc‹ as hose of causality and free wiÅl oroÿ 
mater
alism or mentalis, re based on aO intêrpretaton f ¥hÓ |“ttern o events]which is no lóngeu`tenabl·. ^he scientific bðsis öffthes¼ older 
dÙscussio¶ï hasrbeen
washed Øay, and withtheirØdisÓpŒearanÉe hJve gone alà the argu„ents . . 6 =he tweætie’h c²Ìt
ry b*9ut in a tLmB that couíd befcalled “the end of philos phy and the beginn7n of art  



” I±do öo mÌan that, of course,ä%trictly speakng, bu3 rather as®the “tendÝnc~”Æof theÉs×tuation. CerÜainly lingxistic phiþosoph can 
SG con_ider-d the hÌi( to empi%27£ism, uut it’à.a philsophy in one <eÚr.7 And tcere is ertainly an “art condition” êo ‡rt p¬eledi¶g 
Duchamp, but i¡s other functÐonóor reasons-to-be areˆso:pronzunced týat ts%abi®ity Zo Ø¸B§tioL clear–yo-s art Uimits it arÍ 
condi¶®onÜsoödraótically that it2s onlyáminimally a/t.8 þnfn  mechanastic s+]se is there a connection betwe[n phÔlosophy’s “ending” 
and art’sC“óegd¥ning,” but I don’tfinw this occuŸrence entirelyÇc-incid.nWül._Though thó sÌme Úesoes may be reêponsiblç or bot= 
occu›reuces, theôÙonne³tion is made by me. I bringth]s a&l upòto analyze artusÒfunction and suØsequently its viõbilit¶. An¯ I doÆso to  
enable others o unrersQand the reasoninÔÖof rø– and, by Ðxtehsion, o]er artists’ – art, a well¢to provide a clearer unŠerstanding of the 
ter “Cønce_tual artë€– 
7
TH“ FUNCTION OF ART 
_\The main!qua# ficatŽonF\to the leÌser posi iQn ofâpaiptimg is t• a©van‹es in art ar cerÉ2Înly not al\añs fõrmal ones. –Do•ald@Édd 
(1963) "
Half:or more of t…e best nõw work in the lþst£fe¸ years‡hYîòb¯en neiU|er pain÷in  noÕ sÆulpture<W–Dinald Judd (1965)  
Every:hing Äculptþre áýs, my work doÀsn’=
 
–Donald¾Judd2(197S  
The
idea becomÕs a machi¹e that mãkes the arl1 –SolwšWitt (1965)$The one·hing to sdy about a~t is that it is oneUthingÉ Art is a¼t-as-art 
and everyting else is everythingŒelse.ôArtLas ³rt is nohing $ut art §
?A-t¨is not wh t is no art.ô–Ad R¶inFardt (1963) Ü
˜he meaning is Ñhe use
 –Wit#genstein  šäA mo)e func7ional•app§oach to the ‘tudy of co[cepts has tendeÜ toXreplaÂe he method f iRtrospe~tion. Instead of 
attemptingxtO gra0p or desrie concep�sÐbare, soÊto speak, the lsycuologist invest©gates the£wa6 in 
hich ÅÅeË©funtion as*ingredëÚnts in öeliefs and in judgÞ™nt¹  
27–IrÏin™ M. Copi  
Meaœi*g L!always a p¨e„ppos�tio‹3ôf functlon  
–T†ûSegerstedt  
. . . the subj¬Ut matter ‚f co^ceptualeinv[sSigation} is theŠmea‚ingof §ertain words nd exprUssionsÈ– a´d nŸt tI¹ thi.gs an satžs of affair  
them}elvesIabouý whichíwe talk,when using thse w:rÏµ and expr(sio]s  Q
GG.. VonÚWrig9œ \
Thikiòg ia ra%ically metap2ori!m LGnkage byèanaTogy is it2 onstituenÖ law or p.iniple, its c„usal nexus,si³c7 meaningonly ariseZ 
throÉgh he]cau#al coÉtexts by which afsign!smanXsÛfor (tkes Ihe place of) an instaúcM ofa sort. To¹think `f BÌythin] isß²oÂta™åŸt a‘ oá 
a s
rt (as a such anG uch)8an" that “as° bïinds Kn (openly or in disguise) Ÿhe an(lgy, ühc öaraCûel, the metapçoric Ùrapple or grouny or  
gras] or *raw y wIich al–ne the miŒd ™ak¸s hold. Itõtakes)no hold if thúreÕis ‹oÑhing f»r it to haul from, fr is thOnuingtis lheÒhaul, the 
attraction of lkes  
]:I. ¿. =ichards  
ZIË this s”ctðon ( w™ll dis[uss the separatiØn etween aesthÐui–s a·d arï; ~onsider briefly forˆalist 5rt (because „î il a leOding 
wroponentPofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art), and assertïthat art s ½naÜog-us tõ an§analytic propositi©n, an. that it is art’s exiàtence as 
a tautoÀogë that enabµes art to remaQnËaloof” ”rom philohophiÅal _rðsump*iûn,27{
@ _     It is necssary tošsepšrate ašsth§tics Mrom art bec®ue²æ?sthetics Áeaµs /ßth opên™onu)on íÄception of the world in general¹  
Inthe ¿ast one op the t)o pro£gs of art’s function w›s üt: valuÁ as 
ecora-ion. S” any ³rancRQof !hilo—áphÃ that dealt withm“bea“ty” and thus
taste, was ineviTably ûuty bound þo dis7uss art aswell  
Out of this “hÎbï” grew the notion that thereâwasPa conceptÏal connection beÌw3en &rt anÛ aesthetÌcs, whic0–is no¤ true.T#i, iea ne†er  
dŠs¦ically°coöficteC with ørtistic considerations :efore 5e*e’tvtšme, oo” ßnly because thµ morpholgical characÎeristà…s ofÅhrÌ 
perpetuatddPthe con[inuity Óf this error, but a we>l,27û,case]the'appa¥Únt otherL“functi±ns” o_ art (depictio� of religiousÔth´mes, 
portraitÚre of aristoc·ats, detailing oœ arÚhitecture, etc.) usA›art to¯c7v-r up Ö’t  ³¥Bhen obje<ts Vre Ìreented8vithin thecont<xt o3art 
(çnd until recentlŽ object alway{ have been used) Íhey are§as eliÒible f[r ae
thtc considerýtiôn &s are any objeò0Ö in the world, and anùa¸sþ†eti¼ cònsiderati'n of aà objectexi
tin) on the realm of�art �eans that thö ob¤ect’Ÿ eNB’te¤y” :r funZtioniBg in an art ÐontexÙ Ås iÇrz¤µvant to the e¸stŸetic �udYment  
The relaÍion of aesthetics tí art is not unlUke thatBoØ aesthetics ·o arch]tecture©n-that achitecture has a very sÙecfic f[ncion and hzw 
“good”<ts dõsign is is prim%rily rÕated to how well it perf"rms its fun
tion. Thu-, judgments on what¸it ooks like ë[rresÖond to tase, and ºe cMn see t”atÜ
h orghouŸ«Ëistory dif6e{ent ÑxamplLs of arc3itec„ure a¼e2Qrased at diffeýe¶b times dpending on tx¹ aeÅthetics ofYÏaticular 
eKochs. Aesthetic thiykingãha™ ·vûn27gone s) fFr aW to �a<e ½x×mples of archivecture not reïated to “ar±” at‰all, works of Qrt in 
(hemsel�es (¡.g., thâ pyramid6of Egypt—  
Aastheti� îonsideKa ions Òre Ändeed�always ext aneous to #n object’s functio² or �r¬aÏoO-toibe” Unlessof›course,«that object’s 
reason-to-beLis >trictly ¹esthú<ˆc. AxEexample of a pôrely a²¢thetic#o§jectbis a decorative object, for decoratio)’Û pÙùmÑry funcŒion is 
“to add something t‰, sÞ as toÌmke mo”e aptractive; adorn; ornament,”10 atd this rÆlÐtes dørectly÷to tastö  
AndôtFiÚ leads ßs Rirectly tV “formÒ|ist” Lr™ and critiËism.11 Formalistart (-ainting an> s Ê(‰tÞre) is the vœnguarÀ oÎ

d�coration, and, strictïy spakiâg, one coÄld reason´bly asser§ that its aµt condition #s¸sÖ minimal t™aý for all•functiœnal 
pup=seE it ™s not art at all, buÍ pure 3xe¹cises in aesthetics/ rbove all thi8gs Clemen† Greenbrg is the critic of tas‘e. Behind every one 
oè hi• dncisions is n aestÝetiX judgmežt,'wit† those judgments reflecting his tas27e  
AndÅwhÔt does h–sùtasˆe reflecte The period hekgrew u© in a a critic, the pDriod e§eal”;for h›ŠÞ the îifteà.ëw How el×e can 
oneaúcount f½r, gizen hisótheor}es – if ¡hey dave any logic to th~m‰aÉ ¦ll _ hisdisinteres÷ in Frank Sfe la, Ad Reinhardt, Ó%d others 
aõ;licable to his his©o’ical s¤heme? Is it becaºs°ghe is “. . . basically ‡ymYaÝhetic on øersona,ly exäÓrienti÷l ñ\ouÄds”?ù3 Or¢ in 
otheräwnrd, “the_r worI doesn’É¦uit hi tas•e?” Ëut n the¯p˜ilosophic tabula r*sa of art, “if s²meone calùs it_art,” aq Don Wd has said½ 
“Êt’s a<t.” iive\ th™s, foÙmalistDpaiŽting and_sculpture can be granted a* “çrt conéition,( but .nly by vúrtue ofdt-eir¶presentarionÄin 
tÉrms of th�ir órt idea (eŸg., a reZtangulŸr-shapÔå canvûsÛsäre’ched over wooden suòports an� stained w÷th such anl such colors, 
us]ng Whch and suchøforms, giving˜s7ch (nd sucs abvisua€ exÛerie™©e> etc.y. If �ne lfosÂt coÇtempor!r art in this  ught one rŒalizes 
th“ minim�l creatiµe efftrt taken 1n th� part of formalist arñis�s spJciÌicaïl6, and Mll painersâand XPòlptors (wo‹kina as suYh today) 
generally  



28hi] briìgsÖus to¾the rea-çzatiµ Óhatìformalist×art and critiTigmÿaccepts a
†a deinition of art one tha  exists&solely on mrphol™gica; grouns.ßz¯
le a vast quanV3mX of similad ookingÊo
je¯ts orXimages (or visually relate\ objects -r im4Püs) may seem to be related or »Hnnected) becauûñ³’f a siìilaity of visual/þxèeriential 
“readinÏ’Q” one caÒnot cçaim from thiË aS artØstic or con3eptual relt!onship  
    „   The functi"n of art, ¶s a uestion,'wax eörst Åai;ed >yóa‡ceÚ D8c÷aèp. In facê iy is Marcel guchamp wÆom we òan cr9dit  
´Íth’gÙving art its oÑéidentity.O(One can cert«inly see a tendency towarf thisesµl-identific„tion ofaŠ¶t begáning with ManÞt and Cézanne 
t:ough {o Cuðism,16 bu¹ their works are ¾i/id and ambiguous byÃcom)aris¥n with D¥Nhamp’s.) “Moder–¨ art andüthe work before see:|d 
connectedvy v¡rtue of t`eir àor
hology. Another wa\ ÿfGputting¥it would be t at art’sÇ“languag`” remained thAûs°me, ?ut it was saying new things. She evI’t that ma|
eçc€nceivabte the rea9ization that it was possibleœoö“soeak another?lánguagR” and still mMeåsense in ažt waW¼Marcel(Ducøamp’s 
firsÜìunasÃisted Read-made  
WÊth the unassisted Ready-madek art &hnged ?ts focus�fromAthe form of the lanñuage2to what was beung sðid.7?h[ch means that iy 
ØhanÁed th1 nature of art from a³¡uµsßion oW ôorphology to a question of fuFcæ€on. Thio changá – one from “g¦pearance” to “
onc"|tion” – was the b¢ginning of “mÝern” ™t and the 28¾µìn:yng of conceptual art8 Al… a&t {ašter Duchamp) is conceptûal žin naturª) 
becÈu,eMart oÆly Å.istsconcepäually 
The “value”\¹f par¨icularïant[sts afYer Duchamp can ‹eoweighed accoùding hë how much tÒe> queK…ioned the n
ture o! art; whEch ƒs anot¸r uay of saying “w4at they addeû t¶ theØcBnceptiÉn ofŸart” or what zasn’t there befor± they startedp Artist¤  
questhon the nature ofèar bø pr‡sŸnµing †ew propositions as to ~rt’sVnzture. ALd to do this one cannot concern oƒes¢lf wi@h the 
handed-d(wn “lanƒuage” of trÄditional7ar½, s 8h+s activitx is baseddon the assumption that there ¤s onfy one wByùo}¤framing árt 
2r6pžsit÷_ns. BÛt the very stuff of art is indeedbgreatly �elated to Ÿcrea_ing” new pûoHosiš:ns  
The c@se Vs oten mÎÒe – pa¶ticRla/’y ¸n referenceÞto Duchamp w ^hat objectÖ of art (such as the H'ady-mades, yf ñourne, Œu¤ Sll a
 is `mplied in this) 9re jÞdge
 as objets d’art inëlater years‘aµd”the artists’ inHentions becom irremevant.+Such anÿargtmen isÕte c’e of a preconãeived notion 
¢rderu}g together not nesessarilñ relaöed factsÖ The
„Xint
is this: a&sthetics, as p -ave ponted oÒ',3are;conc£ptually i#re0Uóant t. aÌ-  
Thus, k•y physCc’lthing ca¿ bßcom† objet d’a¦t, that is to sy, can be šonsidšred tZstefuw, aesthetically p”easing, etc. But this =as 
no#bearin— 1n–the  bject’sgapplic tion to an art ontext; thòt 
s, itY funcviƒning in an art co†teœt. (E.g·0 if aM%ollector t–ªes a pai`³ing, at“Qches legs, and©uses ¼t Üs a din{ng table it’s an act 
uÙrilat¿d Io art or the artist»becaus,Éas art, that waán’t t£e artisX’s intention.) It is obvious ÷øenÉt°atU¢Ørmalist cðitic)sm’s reliÃnce ãn 
morphos:gy lýadsne¿essar l„wit& a bias toward th§ morphIlogyÀof traditional artw Apd in this seäs tDeir criticšsm BsÉµ!t related 
ðœ h “scieût·ficçmethÂd” ¡r any soBt o\ ôpir cism (as MichaelF¢œd,6ßitÒ ¡is detailed des(riptions of paintings'and othXr 
“sch„larlj”„paraphernalia wouæd w–nt us  } bel¡eve).÷Fomalist criticism is no more tÆan an analysis Þfþthe phyÑicaŠ adtTibutes of 
ømrt˜cularo×jets %h¦t hèppen t–iexist i1ça morphol‹gical cont_x-  Bnt this do¥sn’t adL any knowledgº (oÕïfacts] to our undúrskanding of 
the nature or func–ion of ara. <nd neither does it2com¶en¨ on£whet
er or not the objectqyanalyzed rH evenè
<rks$#f Órt, in that—for´alist critics olways ¨ypas½ the concptual egume½t in woßks of aî5.áxachly why they#do’t¶oõment on tû 
cohceptGal elHment in worksFf ¾rt iÜ precisÏly be’ause formaóist ar‰ is only a9t b• vitue íf i«Øes
mblance to øarlier works AfÃart. ¹t’s a mindleOs art  Or, as LucQ Lipæard so s‡ccin÷tly descrie‡ J²les O¬×tÝki’s paintings:r thæs’re 
visua® M)zak.514 F‡rmal…st4criticsžand órtists aliÝe do not †ue‡tion the nature of aÅt, but a� I havê said eãseNhere: Being an]artiet  
n©w mxans to question thevnatue of art. gf ne ià questio-ing -he nabure of©paintiŒg, one Jannot beëque›¬âoni  the natur{ oæöartý 
If an Artist a•òpts paivtOng (™r sculpture) he �s accepting the traditioF that goes with×it. T„-t’s befauseátheoword art és{gen¯ral aßd the 
word paijting is specifiÓ. P¶i–ting Q © kind of amt  
If you make�¸azntingsryou are already a‚cepting (not Ÿsest\/ni†g)Ôthe nature of a¶t. One is th0 accepting the nature of Çrt to be 
theEropan týadition of a painting-sulpture [iÝhotomy.15|T™e strongest objection one can ra«se¡ag¼inst a morphological justiic…tion for
%trad÷tional art is that morpholo—ical‚notions of art embod4œan impled a prio‘i›conceðtÊof ar28’s+possibiliti¯K. Aÿd such aG a piori 
co„óeptof the9nsturemof¾arœ (as 4eparate froJ anFl—tically fr|medVar propãsitions or “workƒ” which I will dsÁuss lat}rˆ makes it, 
indeed, a 3PiÛri: imposüible to ques–ion the nature of art. And tis questionžng of ¨he naSure /f rt\ÿs a very importantÂ}onc/4t in 
understandin‡ the function oÊ art  
   ñ    And wHt holds ðrue for Duch!mp’s¬+„rk applKes aW wå to mostbÉf çQe art after him. ¦| otÄer wþ'ds, th value of�?±bis� – 
orGinÂvance – is its idea in the realm ofíar , not tYe phDsixaÙ ¸r HÕC-al qSalities seen²in a specific paint®nò or the particularization 
of cert*©nÐco›=rs I‡ shapes� or theFe col:usÏand shapesuare the artÜs lìnguage,” not its mü™ning¨cocepÿuall- as art. TB loo) upon 
arCâb:st “wasterwork” now as -£t is nonsensical  concep–ally speaking, as far as art is concerned. (That Misual informa,ion 
tGat wj nique inÂCubismás laœguage has now bePn generally absorÒed and h.sþa lot to doš¼ithþthe way in h=ch ¢ne deaòs witŠ 
painting “lingùistic(ll€..\[6.g., 
hat a ðubist pa€nti2g mea”t exÏerimeneallyÊand cotceptïalYy ˜o¿ sa³ŽÚGertude St;…n, is beon® ourÏspecu^atioø because�the sam_ 
‚:int¦g theH“ueant” something d©fýerentdthan%it doesˆnow.]) Ûhe;nalue” now òf anHorbg1naµ Cubist p’ining is Ct unlike iá mosg 
re®gects, an original ¯anuscrip| by LÈ°d Byr‹n, or The pirit of St. Louis 
s×it is#see©^in=thÝ–Smithsonian Insqitu$ion 
(Inèee9, 8use+ms fiyl the=Rery same unction as the S$´thson˜an‰nstitu6[on – Why els would ëhe#JeuÚde Paume wing of the Louvr 
exhibit Cézanne’s and Vaf GéghÜstpalettDsas proudlP Ås they do the)ü pailtinÕ?) Actua
 worŽs oû art are littleomore tha± hiStorical curiosiAies. As ftr . art3is co¡cerned Van Gogh’s pain+iNgó arek’x wor£q any more tha~ his 
{al»tëe is.äTheyfare b‚th “zÏllector’s items.”17VArt µ™ives” throgkinflue
Hing )ther art, not Œy existing a“ the physical residue ofÎan a[tist’s ideasÂ The reasoŠÖthÚt diffeSent artists from Whe past are Öbrou¦ht  
±l°ves again is becùuse ÷ome aspectùf thepr worš becomes @usa}le” ‚y living a¿tist(. Th=t Æere isAno Ìtr0th” aî ¶o whaƒ artDis ÿeems 
quite unrealizÓd  
What ýs the funGtion o'art, oÞ tÕe ´ature of art~ If–we continue our"analogy cf che forms art takež as $eing art’s lXnguþge one 
caŽrea4iethen éhat  ¾orkòof artá�s a kÝnd 1f propositon preáented withip the�ëonÊext of art as a cmme£t Qn artº WeIcan then gB 
fuÌther én¨ analyzeØth types of “propositions.” æ.LJ. yer’s evaluationioÞ òa0t’þ distinction betw
en analyticÿa6d¡!µnhetic is ^se‚ulËto us here: “A proposotion is analytic w%en itvalidity;depends soley.on ªhe d˜fi§itions«of the 
symbo§s]it contain, abdì‰n†hetic(when its vali´ity isydetermin+d by th¡ fact”of experiníe.”18 The aÊalogy I will attempç to make i28Òone 
UetweeÇ the ar6 conšb‘on asš the condition ofÚthe analyticðproposition. In thaã they d ç’t Àpp¶z¥ to be believable as adthing;es, or be 



aboÌt anythinz (ot´r than agt) the for²s of_art mosA clearlyëfinallyžrefer©ble only to arÒ have bee5 forms clYsest to anQlyt¶cal  
propo§itions  
™ï×ks ofÚ]rt ‹reÚaÆa˜ytic propositioŽs That�is, if vieweÅ within their context –Aas aät – the� provid� n% inform”%þon wý+tsoüver about 
a:y mattcr of 
¬ct. A wôrk of arÝ is a ta«tology in nhat it is a cresenta�ion of the art+st’±«intntio=,Öthat is, he is s`yNng thÔt that partic(
¤r±work
cf ØrÝ Ès•alt, which mean, ns a aefimitioƒ oX art. Thus,Âthmt it is art is tžue a priori (wÌic is what Judd m29as when÷he st¨tes that “if 
someo:e caÞls it ar_, it’s srt‘)  
Indeed, it is nearly¹im¤os„Ûble tŠ discuss art in ›½neôal tDÑms withoéà ta±kiÏg in tautologies – for to attemp· tB >graðp” art by†any othei  
“haôdle„ is «erely to›ocus on Ÿother yspect or q7&lÔty >
 the proÐosi´ioh, which is usuúllybvrreleûantÀto the 29r<work’s “art coXdition.” On¼¡6eginsvto âe«lizeºtgat art’õ “art condition” is 
Ðconceptual stae. Thatµthe langõag¨forls that the artist fram³s his pro®ositioGs in are osteÙ©“‚ÿivate” ªod¡s o languages is an iÃevitabl 
outcome†o µrŽ’s fr+edo‰ fom Îorphologfcal µonstrÎ¸tions§ and^iC foQlow¾ fro÷¯this Jh±tÙone has tû be famil&ar with conte7porary art  
toapprecatg it‹anÆÊund¡rsÊand it. Likewise Lne und<rsKands why the “maR in the street” is intLlerµCt to artistic rtand always deman
L art in a or¶ditional “lénguage.” (AnY one understanû÷ w~y f˜rm”list art sells “like hoÙ cakes.”) 'nly in paiÓtingqand sãuIpture ('d the 
Èrtis's µll speakWthe same language. sha¤ is calleç “Novelty’Œ×t”‚byXth¼ formalistq iˆ oåen toe0attemptto Ùind new lýnguagesm 
althè$öE a new langage doesn’t necessarily meý×…the framiPg of new àropo~iÕio@s: e‡gÈ,Mmost k?netic aÂdêelecronic art  
A4o’heO×wzy Þf statFng9 in relatiÆ to art, what AyerOÞsserted about the analyt¼c meth€d in the zontext o¬¦language ÒouÊÕ be 
thÒ+following‡ TheLvþlidit¹ o` a¾tis2ic p•opositions is not d™pendent o« any empGrical} much les °nyqaesthætic p esjpposition about  
Vhe natÂre f tÒings. For the arti«t, as Jn a%alystü is not d reútly cDnc4rpeµ 
ith the phys“calpropertiee of thin¿s. He is@concerged o†lywwi¬ˆ the wa '1) in (hich art"is ‘apa¾le oV conceptual Œrowth and 
þ2ˆÏhowzCis±propositions apeícapable 1f¸…¨gºcally following that grÐwth.19�    ½   PÇre Expressionism,ÃcontinuingŸwithòôyerös ‚e¢ms, 
cou†d be½c_nsideTeda such8 “A se·tence29whch consisçed âf d=óonstrative symfol wou
d ©ot express  genuine proposit+on. It wouldobe  mere£ejaculaíio’, wn no Úay characØer¤zing tüat to which it was supposed to ref`r.”  
Exp1essionistqworks 29re usu lly such “ejc¯laNions”*present(d in thÌ m²rphoßogical language of traditional art.¾If Pollock is ;òportat iì is 
bucause he pai~ted on loose canvas·:õrizonta)ly toÖthe ›loo  
Whatµsn t 9m#o¾tÔnt is tha@ h± latr put -hŸse drippings oker stretcers and hunð them Qarallel to the wall. (‚ xther words ¨hat is i 
portêntQðn art Ús what oneCbrŸngO to iI, not one’s adŒŸtioƒ of what wÅs ”reviouÐly existing.) WhaÖRis even lass iúpærtant to a;tYis  
Polôock’s oto©s o “self-e#Ýression” beau¿e those kinds b> èu€jectPve meaµings areus‡less to8an÷One othOr than those involved wit¬ 
Jim persona{ly. AndZtheir “specific” quality putá;them outside o•ãrt’| context  
ì“I do noÜ make art,” Rch•rd Serra sas, “I a engaged in n actiBitû;Èi� someoNe wantsy7o callkit art,þthat’sûºis busines°,–but¾itÇs not up 
to me ào decide ‚hat Tha½Ès ll figured out later.” ²erra, then,'is je/y mÌch aware of the implicat¬ons of his work.}If Serrà is indeed just 
“figuring out whax lea@ does” (gravitationaçYy, mòºecua<¤y etc.)s why sÊouldâanyone think of i9 as art? If;he'doesn’t take tye resåo…
sibility ofhit being art/ who can, or¡sÁâul|? His work certaoUly ap’earsçto Œe empiricüll¼ verifiablem lFad can¹do, —nd be us£dnfor,  
mhnyEphy|ical§activithes. In Îtself thiT does>!nything‚bït Òead us intoìa dialogue aboutwt8eDature,œf art.FIn a ´ene tÕe? hee¤s 
a‹primitiÂe. He h;s no idea -ou% art. How i©fit tXÎn th«t we knoAåabout “his a/tivity”? Because he has toQd usÔô¾ is vr by his actÒons 
ašteë “his actÝvity” hasƒtakenplace. That Ís, by the\fact khaò he isìwifh several gal§eri s, «uts the phyhical rejidue5of Jis¼ctivi§ 
inXmuseuìs (and s§
Ms ºhem to art collectofs – buÀ as we ha¬e Bo1nte,µUut, collectors are irrelevant §. Uhe “coŸditio¡ ofèart” of a wo€kç  
'ha®'he deniesë²Às worý is art but plÞys the urtist is more thafAjust O parad,x. Ø?¤ra secretlÕ feels that “Yr©,ood” is rr)ved at 
empirßcally. T†us, (s A…er has statÊdæ The2eáare no absolutely certax� empi¦ical prohoæiôio¦s29 It is only Ôautologie that arå cerpa{n 
EHpirical queYKiC6s 're ³ne and all hypotheses, which may be onfimed or discrÔdited in actual°sgnsV xpe˜ience. A4d th¯ p?op¹sÙtion 
inÉwhi½h we ýpcor hhe observations Ÿhat ve‰·fy these hypotheses Pre the–selves [ypothe™es w_œch are subject to the teÅt of furt  er 
©ne experiønce. Thusüthere is ní f‘n€l propositiin.22 Ié o…her words, thÍ «roÚosit×ons ¹*Äart are no- fàct–hl, b:t Ìnguistic ¤n6cha�ac|er 
›�t,at is, th d do \ot des¼•ébe the behavior)of physicaó, or eve� íental obâejts; th¥y express yefinitiºns of art, or the form¹l conseque;ces 
ofâefiitons of aît. Ac�ordingvy, we cÙn say that ar op‡ratˆs on a —ogŠY.BFor w† shall see µhat töe chara`teristÏc markt¶f a purel4 lãgEcal 
Anquiry i` that it s concUned with tÁe foíaaš Cons§quencus oP ourpŸe±initioÏss(of art) an“³not with uestions of e-pirical fact—0 To 
õepe"Ú,çwhat ¬rt has in common wit‚$
ogic an© mjthematics is that it is« taLÿolo™y; i.e.,>the “art ide§” ‡o¥ “work”)øad art are èhe same and ~«* be °pprec(ated as ar@

wi
hout going otside ¤e contexêofkart fÉr ûerihic¦tion 3
On the other hand,fjetÇus consider why ar ccnKot 
e Zor has difÚicultyÞw�e  pÑ att[mptsqto be) a syntKetic proposit£on.!Or, t$at is to say, whenÇtÈe truth or faôsi§y of its asserRion is 
§Örifi:
€e on empirical Xr¾unËs  
AyÈr stats: ü . . TÎe Nriterion by which we €eteÙmine+the öalÀdity of an
aãpiori or snÌlytÎcalÝproposi~ion isânoÔ slfficieAt to deter:ine Th¨´validty of“an eípirical or synt”Àtic pŽoposition‹ Foî it Às characte›istic of 
emÆiric l prªpisi÷ioÝ that their va1þvÝ½y is not purely forma_. To say ‰hat  geometricañ propositio¶, or a system of àeom÷trical 
propoðiJioãs, ús fa"se, çs to sa that it i
 se^f'contradictTry. Bu) an empisi/alÄproosit$ox,õor "£syste f v—pirical¢propositions,pÌay be free fromûcontradiction an sk¯ll bS alse. It 
is²said to be fal;eº not ÅÄcause it i« Áormall÷ defective, but Òeca¦seCit fails to ×atis’yDsome matetia° criterion.21 T×e#unrealit= of 
“reaõistic” art ós due to its framing as„a, Ñrt propoition‘incsynthetic termm: one i4 always temvte} toò“verWf™” the 
proposition+eepirÏally.hRealism’s synth$tjÁØstate doesnît br–ng one¤to a circuxar='wing back into a dTalogue w<th te larg›r fram¹work of 
q¤estions aöoÎ the nature ofäart (as does the qork of 1alelÛch, MondriaO wollock, Reinhardt, ZarþyÞRauachenberê, Johns,"LichtestÇin,  
Warh>lð 0Ðde, Ju:‹n FýÉvin, LeWit , Morris, and otñers), but ratjery one is"flung outÞof art’% Ýorbit” into tÍË“i`finite spaLe” of [h human 
onditon  
     H  Øhat one ¹inds all t¼roughout the wriOings of Ad ,úi†M¿rdt 
s this very similar5tmesis o “art7asƒartR”Îand tÉatqÁartùis alwa´. deåd, andðÀ sQving’¹Nt is a deceptiªn¡23 Reinhardt hat avery cleaæ 
idea about the na[ure of artõ and his importance is faB from recognzed  
Becase fors o« art that av0Ôe considered synthetic pr3poi:iØns are !erifiable by the world, that is to say, ko understand these 
propositions½8ne must leave the tautologiwal-like frÎmHwork o9 art and consider “ outsidï” information. Bu¬ tÚ coÑsider it a¥ art it is 
necessary to ignor²mÕhis same Xutside {nfo¸matiI because o;tsie infvrmation (experienti´q q¨ Âit®es, to note1 has iªs own intrinsic 



worYh. And to compreÍend rhis wo5th one doe ¨o¯ need a state of “art condition.” Frm 9his it i eUsÐ¡‚o r�alize that artds viabô¤ity is not 
connected to
the presentation of visual (or o•her) kinds of ex¨erience. TŽat V aO¯mayIhav¢ been one of ardJ„ extraneous funƒÁiona�in `he precediE/ 
centu\iez is /ot un[ikely. AfTe� all,men in even¨the nineteenth century liŒed in a fôirly stands3’ùzÖd ºisualen¦ironmentz T‰at is, \t was 
írdinaúily preÜiÙtable as to ‹hat he would be àoming 2nto coè„ac¹ with dayåaf“er úay. His visÅ2l environment in t-I pArt of the world 
inZwhich he lived ²ñs fHiTly consist=nt. In our time weEhave  n Ïiperientially drasticallj r(Aher environment. One ca30 fly Rl` o»Ìõ 
thU˜earh in a &ptter of âœurs a$d days, not months. W have She cinÊÊa, and cæEor televisiÑn, as×wel asÒthe ¡DnÁmade spectacpe ÿf 
the lÑmhts²of Las Veëas or the skyscrapers ~ New±York City.TheÔh<le”wor÷d is=thfefto be Ôeen, and thÓ whol" world can watc– m�- 
walk on tXe moon†årom”Hheir livi#g rooms.‹Certaily art or objects of painting and sculpture cannot÷be expected$tð c^mpete 
experien3iall with this& TÓeÆnotôon ífõ“use” is relevant to art an2 its “langua~e.” ReœËnÄly}ehe box or cu1e for$ has been ðsed a!
great deal wit0in hxe conèetêof art. (Take for ¯nstancþ its use bs Judd, MorrHs, LeWitU, naden, m-th, BeŽ¦,íandMCracken¬c n^Ü even 
meOtioing$th‚ quantÁty of boxeþ and cubes hat cQme üŠter.) The B)föerencbetween a‡l the varios usesÕ3f—th„hbox or cube®fqrm is 
dirËctly r_lated to the 30Zfferences in the in‹entions of thª atists.™Fòrtjer, aC™i› pørticularly seen in Judd’s work,qthe use of&the box or 
cube formWill1stÑates verÍ well SÎñ%eDrlieï clai@.that an o·je¬t is onlŽ art whî´ placed in the context of art  
A f;w example‰ will p)int »Þis ou3.hOe  ould sayÉthat iÁ one†of Ju)d’s box forms was s4en filled with de1ris¤ seen flaced in 
a‡inÔustrial sTttin›,or even m

el|¨seen s³ttingon a wYreRŽÛornºr, it wfuÎd not be"idenêified with aSt. It vollows thenïthat understanding¯and considera~iT 
o° {t s an artwo˜k i¹anecessary a priori to vieÒing {t %n odeQ to “see” iz as a work of
-rt. AdvanÑe infor<ation about the cÌncept of art and vbout an artist’Á co:cepts4ic4necessary to the apprciaZÉon aed unde`sttnd÷ng of  
contemporary art. Ány and all of —he physicaC att|Fbute› (qualitÊes) of coŸtem¤orary åorÔs, if considered separatêlyKaÃd/or 
pecæfi)a¦ly, Çre irreýeäant to
the ÝrL concep£. he�artKconcept 4as JuddXsaid, though ¥e didn’t mean7it this way) must bé considere› in its whole´ 
To cþnsider Ø Øoncept’s parts is(invariablyÈto conWider aspecUs that are ir+elevant to UtsRarý condiŠi n – Ir le rading5parts o
 a definition  
ðIt comes«as no su"prise that the Ürt�with the lFast`fi*ed morphol�gy Ôs t“ example from which we decipherÞthe nature of töe 
general·term “art.”8For Áê»ŸG therˆ is a context existing�sepÐ)atel- o its morpÐolog( andüc«nsi²ting of its f*nctDonon> isŽmBre likeyy t 
find Resultsþ§es coZformiYg and predictÄble. It=is Ò¸ modernôart’s possebsion of a “/nguage” zØth theyshort†st !istory that „he 
plausibility of Ühe ab›ndonment of tþ Hanguage” bacoÇes mUst posrible. It iÅ uÓderqt©n’able then thtt the art tha came´out oÕ 
We$ternÄpaënting anP†scuptur½ is theVost enïÊgetic, ¾ueätioning (oÁ its nature), and Ó*e l4as  assum^ng oBall t%e ºeneral “art”«co-
cerÜsï In the âiUal ~nalysis, hÁwever,%±ll of the a¤ts have buêinÄ?it
gß£stðin’s Êerms) a “0¢mily” òesembºazãe  
Ye  �he vriousYqualitiesÞrelatable to aÍ àart condi¶ion possessed by p¤e¶ry, the novelÈ the0CineÂ~Î th theatre, and vari.us ÷oZs of 
þusiï, etc., is t[at aspe t gf them mo}t ‚eliÛble to  Þe funcÊionoof art as¶a(serted here  
Is not the decline of poetry ‚elatable to the impÔiedmetaphyNics from poetry’ use of “c·mTon” languane as an£arN äangÆage?24 In 
New York the last decadent stages of poetry ca1 be seen in the<”oçe by “Concrete”poetÏ recent¿ytoward™the Àse of actual objemts and 
theatre2530Can it be that they feel the unreality of theiN art f¦rm?        Còe seí noÒ t©atthe axioms of a geím‡try arF simply 
definitions,âand that the·theorems -f aùgeometry are simply the logicalconsequenceX f these def¿nitions. A çeo{etry isHot fn itýelf  
aboþtQp30ysicalgsq¶<e; in ´tself «t cannot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anything. Butcwe ca° use a weometry äo rsmsin about pÓÛ6i¿al 
sàace• Th?t is fo say, once we havÜ -iven the axiomsõaphysical interpretationz we canþvroceed to aøply the theor]ms t÷ tÈÎ obj#c
¢s$«hich satisfÍ Â
e axioms. Whut
er a geometry‡can bè açp1ied tobthe c¼ual physical Àorld o€ «ot, is n expÙ…i£al quòstio¸ which falls outsid´ the scope of geûmetry 
itselfz Áherg iñ no sense, therŸfore, in sking-w*ich of©the variout geometriesØknwn to us •re fals: and whi¤h2are trz›. S¤sofar as they 
Öreæall{fre� from c#ntrdiction, theyTare all true. =he proposition which st©tes thaM a cert¬in a!p[icatÃon o¦ a geomJu�y is 
posib[ehis¿not itgelaòa propçsitin}of th¦t+geomery. All *hat the geometry<iisefºtells us is that if°aûyzhi
g can be ür’ught u¢derÊt
e definitions, it wilY a²so Latisfy &he th9ÜÐems.wIt is tÝešefore‚F pureµò logzal ]ystem, and Pts prÖpo²stions ÈNe AureIy·nal¼tiâ 
púopÊi™ions.#_A. J. Ayer26 HcrŠ then I propose restÇ the via§ility of art. In anàage wysn trad+tionLl  ¯i·osRphØ Ts unrealýecase oÌ Øts 
assumpt<ons,tartSs abiñty î¢ exist will de.?ndúnñt onlŠ on itsÚn/t peÙf^rmNng Ê–�rvice1– aŒ enertai±ÿent, visuiE (Žr ¾ther) exp“rience, 
or decoratêon – whic³ is something easil7 replaced by kits#h culture, Bnd technology, bŠÂ, rLher, itJwiSl âemain #iableÜby not 
assumingµa ùhilosophica� stance  for in r¹’s”²ëique character is the capacity to remaU ¹aloof from ¥hilosophical uÀ\ments. It is in this  
¤onžªxtÜhhbm Wrt shareÛ siilari—ies Jith loëic, mathematács, =nd, as well, scie=ce. But whe°eas the otCer edeSvors are u¤áfìl, art is 
not. Art ind4eO exists for its own sake† 
In thi> period of oXn, after philosoph7 and religio”, art may possibly beío+ end”avor )ha
 fulfillœ íhat another aDe might have calledÔ“mTn’s spirCtual ne˜ÚsK”ÿOr, anotÙer way .f"putting i… might be tÃat art deals 
analogousDyxeithŒth st¥te on th.ngs beyoÚd ph§sics¼ wher§ philosopkÒ had t$ make asserðions. And art’s streng h is tIat eve4ãtµe 
preceding îentence is 8n assertimn, nç c~not be verifi d by artÏ 
Art’s oµly claim3is for art¯ Art iò thudefini/ikn of art  
æ       NO-ES  
NReprintedj30rom Stud©oôInt$rnatdon«lÔ(Oct´ber, L969)  
1 MortonãWhitŠ, @he Age of Analysis (NewäY~rk: Mentor Books), p. 14  #
2Ibid., p. 15  A
3 I mean•Ðy this Existeätialism ën÷ PheÓom©nlogy. ;ven Mežleau-Pÿ°ty, wiBh?h¡s midd¦e-of-the-roaÊ position —e�ween empiricusm 
Ønd ratioæaism} cünnot Áxprec™¨his philo§ophy�Üithout the—useòof words (thus using cKÕceàts); and followìng this, how ca! one 
discEss experiencœ without¶sha?p ßistnc
ioâsxbetweeØ ´urseoves a¢d he wlrld? 4 Nirõhames J¿an, Physicsßan~¼Philosophy (A8nûArbor, Mi�h.Ò Unýv¤rsity of 
MichigånSPress), p.�17  
5 IbiH., @. 1+0  
6 IÙid., p. 190  
i Þhe task such philo€ophy has tìken upÏ¥ its8lfNis the only_“function” it cøuàd p˜rf,rm wiÉhout making phil„s^phië 7ss¦ötion= 
8 This is íe}lt!wi
h in te¨ following sectio2  



« I wuld lRke µodÃake it clear, however, úhaTI intend>toùsueak for no†one Ôlse. I arrived at›tpese!coclusions alon,Rand ändóed, it is  
®rom thés th¿nkiYg th/t 4y at since 1966 æf not mefore) ev"l5ed. O"ly recent;y di
 I realize afÀerÑmeeÐing Terr AÎkinson that he and Micha¿l B
ld"in shaoe similar,Œthough c<Âtainly not identical, opinions to ±ine  
1÷ Webster’s New/Dærld ”icti|n
ry \½ thÇ Xmerican Lang¾age  
1¿ Thesconceptual level of th• work oØ KÑnnethuNolŠndù Jules Oùitski, Moœris Louis, Ron þavis, ¬nt%onyŸC›rî,–John Hoyland,âDan 
CªfistensenÄ ete×ê, is so dismally low, t(at any th-t is tûre is supplØed bÚ the crit˜cs pr‘moting it. T£is is seen’laµr  
1t MichaXl Fied’s reasons for using GreenbergCs rationale reflect his#bacÓgroun+ dand mostçof Ôhe othe> formalist critics) as a 
¦schola±,” buttmore of it¸is d#ˆ to his des rez I suspectf to bring his schola9l\ s<Q ies into th9 moder§ world.ýO–« can eåsily sympathize 
withxhis0desire ”o
conn½ct, sayk Tieî`lo5with Jules Flitsƒi. Åne6should never for¨et, however, th›t a hisöoÂiaÆ loves hisÃo¤y ³ore th0n anythiÐ ¯ even art  
13 Lu
y Lippard useC th–s q”Ì¦ation in a «`Åtoote to Ad R²inhardt’s r9t3oipective c—taMogue, Januay, '967
 p. 28  
14 L˜[y ippa5D, “31onstellatián by Hars) D._light: The Wêit¥=y Annual,” HXdson Review, Vol. æÄ No¬‹1 ‘Spng, 1ê28) |
n5 Arthur R. ñose, “Four IÐterÝeww,” Arts MÀgazine&çebruary,×1969)  
16 ¨s Terry Atânson
Ïointed out i“ hiý introd²ction : Art-anguage (Vol.•1, No.1),ëthe CubŠs²»Xnever questionedÑiä–art had Úorphošogicaltcharacteri!tics, but  
›�i–h ones in painting wÍre accep„abke æ
ñ17 When someone “b]y�  a 7avin�he isn’t Í�ying a light show,@f¯r if¨he was he could just go to aËhardùa€Ÿstore and Wet the 
goodsTfoR consid»rab& Sesp. He isn’t “buying” anything. He is sDbsidizing Flaiin’s xctivit7 as an artx§t  
J18A. 
« ·yer, Language, „r/th, azd Logic (Nw ¸rk:ÑDover Publi1atÏons), p. 78  
19àIbid., p. 57  
20 Ibid.£ p. 57 zÔ1 IbiŠ., p.90  
2_ I½id., p; 94  
2ž AÆiReinharWt×s retrospe§tiv… cata²gue (Jewish useum§ JanuaRy, ü967) written by Lucy Lippa‡d, p. 12ÝÏ
24 ItUie poetry’s use of commonNlanguage to attem«tqºo H¤y the unsayable ïha‘Eis problmÈGic, not÷any inherent¼probleÏ€i¹thVusê of  
l¦nguage witrÄn the cont¶xt o¨¼artrÒ25 Ironically, ÐaØy of the‹ call themselves “¬onceptua€ Pwets.& Much of 
this€worŠQisgve�WTsimilar t§ WÓlteó“de Maria’s Èo7k and t“isóis notñcoincidenta§; de Maria’s work functions as aÍkind of “object”  
àûetr_, and hV7in¬eetios9are very poetic: he*real6ySwantshis work to òhange men’s l]ves  
26 Op. ciˆ., p. 82  
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  A;T FTE¨
PH1LOSOPHB d1ò69)  Joseph Ì(sut`  Part 1Ä 
 The factthat it has recentl˜ become µashionab<e foržphyFiÙis2s themselves to be symZDthetic tQwar’ religion §
. . mark½†the physi%i�[®’ own lacÛ on confidencedi& Uhe valiVit  f òheir hy_ot©eses, w“ich is a'reLction on thei' parœ frô‚ the 
antireligious dogmatism of nineteenth-cenîuêy scienÃiÙ—s, a\³ a natural ou1ome ož the cris°s throug§óhich physic!‰has just pÄAa,Ý. –
A. J. Aynr. . . . oFce one hasöunderst.od 8he Trctatus t\ere $ill b· no t…mptation i concerF Æneself anyÄore with •iloõo®hy,î‹hš„h 
isxne+ther empiri³al?like sciÎnce nor ¹autological like mxkhepatics; oH´will, like W|ttcens§ein in 1Š18ô abando p#los’Ìhƒ, which, as-
tradntionaly understo[d, is roòed in¦conu1io.  
–J. O. årÞ%)n  
TrÎditLona~ ph¤los“7hy, almos^ Ey defÖ
ition,Zhas QoTcerÀ-d Útself with the unsûld. The nea‘ly çöclusie focus oîðthe said by –w´ÜûietE-denÃ*ry analytiTal lÒnguistic 
pKiloÍophers is tÏe sharSd ûonteïtion tT
tEthe unsaid is unsaid Oecause it isSun-ayabO¿. HegelianÉÁhilo&ophy ##Fe sense!ùn the n
µteeÊth ’ewt-rò and mst›have b‹en soothing to a
ce�ªury thMt w°s barely gettn¼ over umh, the Enlight³nFent, and KCnt.1Hegel¶s philosophy¹was also capblù of giving cov§r for 
aœdefeWsÉ6of œeligious belieÉs, spplying an altcrn$žä¤e to Newtonian ec§aniÂs, and‹fiting in wi³ tùµ growth of/history ¤s a disciplšne, 
as½welþ as acceptin DarwiniŸn bi}loÇy.2 He a•peaVedóto giXe an ac¹eïtable resolution to t?e conþlict bÿtween‰th‹ology and science,  
as well I
ø5he reÖut of Hegel’] influence has been that a ÉPeat majority ofQc¦îtmporar« philoop>ers [re really little 31ore thanêhistorians of 
philos)ppy, Ldbrarians Çf the TrutÑ,Kso tT speak. Oneäb_ginx to get the impressô‘natha  ¢here W)sÞnoæh
ng more to b` said”And c‚rtainly if one reilizes ehe iöôlLc|¤ions of Wit}gestein’s 7hinking, a&dxthethinkiTg ”ntluÈncedË•y%himáand afôr 
hifE “Continental”^pZiloæophy neeu nÀt éeriously be co�iAeredÜSere.3 I
 there a reson for th& “unreality` of /‚ilo÷ophy in^our tú—b? PerhaSs Õhis can be answered Ly laoking;into the ifferŠnce být¼een ošr time 
a~d ohe `enturies predding us. In the past man’  c)[cluÐions about the;world were bfsed on þhe÷vnTorß°ion he¶hadêabout it – ifŽ ô^ 
specifically 
ik× vhe empir¨cisÈs  ðen gFnerally lœketh— rationÂTiàäsÔ Ofte[ iâ fact, thà÷lg.enes be±weª( s�ienc, and philowp<y wad so great that 
scienÄstÏ and philosopherswŸre one and the same person.(In fact, from tHe¥timƒs ofcThales, pic…rus, Heraclitus, and Aristotle to 
Des9artes and Leµï�i.z,$“the grÊat names in phiTÅsoph’ were often great names in science as well.”? That tÏe wl¸ ¬Â perceived by 
twentiÛth-centryºÎc?eMºe§is a vËtly different one t!ån phe oRm of ¯t preÍeding c£ntury¶ noÅx ôot be proved he¨e. »s it posshble÷ then, 
that iÔ ¶•fectman has learn-dúso puchr 3nd hDs “Jntelli™ence” is su–h, that he¸Äannot bOlieve the reasoning o4 tradºtionA ‹philo

opõy? ThaÞ perhaps he knows taoúmuü0 about tbe worl  tÅÒmake1ãhÍse kindsof onclusions? As ‘ir JampÈFJÌans 
Óas�staMei:<. µ . Wen ph§Ð‹sophy has availed i¢elf ofÀthe resœlt]zof scŽenLe, t has nft Ëeenáb3NjorèowAng tôe abstact 
maœhemat¬cal des¼Üiptionkofhth  Úat×ern o8 events, but y bgrrowrn4 8he then cu�rent pictorial desîÐiption of thisÝpattern; thus it ha¹ 
no` approãriated certažn k_owledg„ 
ut +onjectures  
T9¼Deconject_res were oftõn /ood enouÍh¹o· tYe ma -Kized worldw’but'not, as we nÏw knowÌ¥for;those lti§te pr¢cessescof øazure 
which con6rol th $a£penings o¶ heƒmÎn-sÄzed wo^Ld, and brinh us XeareCt to the tráeànatureoN reality�5  He contiues: ONe cns



quence of t="K is that th[ suandard¹philosophic°j disc>ssionc of many problems, suc‹ as hose of Ûausality and free wiÅlJoroÿ 
mater
alism or mentalis, re based o… aO intêrpretaton ` ¥hÓ |“tÿern o events]which is ¤o lóngeu`tenabl·. ^he scientificFbðsis öffthes¼ older 
dÙscussio¶ïhasrbeen
waghed Øay, and withtheirØdisÓpŒearanÉe hJve gone alà Lhe argu„ents . . 6 =he tweætie’h c²Ìt
ry b*9ut in ½ tLmB«that couí befcalled “the end of philos phy and the begiln7n of ¹rt  
” I±do öo mÌan that, of course,ä%trictly speakn„, bu3 rather as®the “tendÝnc~”Æxf theÉs×tuatin. {erÜainly lingxistic Dhiþosoph can SG 
con_ider-d the hÌi( to empi%32£ism, uut it’à.a philsophy “n on" <eÚr.7 And tcere ðs ertainly an “arj condition” êo ‡rt p¬eledi¶g Duchamp, 
but i¡s other functÐonóor reasons-to-be areˆso:pronzunced týat ts%abi®ity Zo Ø¸B§tioL clear–yo-s art Uimits it arÍ 
condi¶®onÜsoödraótically that i�2s onlyáminimally a/t.8 þnfn  mecƒanastic s+]s§ is the¶e a connection betwe[n phÔÿosophy’s “ending” 
and artµsC“óågd¥ning,” but I don’tf#nw this occuŸrence entirelyÇc-incid.nWül._Though thó sÌme Úeïsoes may be reêponsiblç or bot= 
occu›reuces, theôÙonneZtion is made by me. I bringth]s a&l upòto analyze artusÒfunction and suØsequently its viõbilit¶Ë An¯ I 
doÆso\to enable others o unrersQand the reasÄninÔÖof rø– and, by Ðxtehsion, o]er artists’ – artD a well¢to provide a clearer 
unŠerstanding of he ter “Cønce_tual artë€– 
7
GH“ TUNCTION OF ART 
_\The main!qua# f¸catŽonF\to the leÌser posi iQn ofâpaiptimg is t• a©van‹es in art ar cerÉ2Înly not al\añs fõrÐal ones. –Do•ald@Édd 
(1963) "
Half:or more ofŸt…e best nõw work in th lást£fe¸ years‡hYîòb¯en neiU|er pain÷in  no sÆulpture<W–Dinald Judd (1965)  
Every:hing Äculptþre áýs, my work doesn’=
 
–Dona†d¾Judd2(197S  
The
idea becomÕs a maci¹e that mãkes the arl1 –Solw"Witt (1965)$The one·hing to sdy about a~t is that it is oneUthingÉ Art is at-as-art and 
everyting else is eíerythingŒelse.ôArtLas ³rt is nohing $ut art §
?A-t¨is not wh t is no art.ô–Ad R¶inFardtû(3963) Ü
˜he meaniŠg is Ñhe use
†–Wit#genstein  šäA mo)e func7ional•app§oach to the ‘tudy of co[cepts has tendeÜ toXreplaÂe he method f iRtrospe~tio£. Instea? of 
attemptingxtO gra0p 4r desrie concepsÐbare, soÊto speak, the lsycuologist invest©ga$bs the£wa6 in 
‡ich ÅÅeË©funtion as*in4redëÚnts in öeliefs and Ön judgÞ™nt¹  
32–ÏrÏin™ M. Copi  
Meaœi*g L!alwÃys a W¨e„plos�tio‹3ôf functlon  
–T†ûSegerstedt  
“ . . the subj¬Ut matter ‚f cþ^ceptualeinv[sSigation} is EheŠmea‚ingof §er‡a›n words nd exprUssionsÈ– a´d nŸt tI¹ thi.gs an s®tžs 
ofÛaffair them}elvesIabouý whichíwe talk,when using thse w:rÏµ and expr(s o]s  Q
GG.. VonÚWrig9œ \
Thikiòg¥ia ra%ically metap2ori!m LGnkag™ byèanaTogy is it2 onstituenÖ law or p.in�iple, its c„usal nexus,�si³c7 meaning�Énly
ariseZ throÉgh �he]cau#al coÉtexts by which afsign!smanXsÛfor (tkes Ihe pla#e of) an instaúcM ofa so
t. To¹think `f BÌythin] isß²oÂta™åŸt a@ oá a s
rt (as a such anG uch)8an" that “as° bïinds Kn (openly or in disguise) Ÿhe an(lgy, ühc öaraCûel, the metapçoric Ùrapple or grouny or  
gras] or *raw y wIich al–n� the miŒd ™ak¸s hold. Itõtakes)no hold if thúreÕis ‹oÑhing f»r it to haul from, fr is thOnuingtis lheÒhaul, the 
atraction of lkes  
]:I. ¿. =ic}ards  
ZIË this s”ctðon ( w™ll dis[uss the teparati32n etween aesthÐui–s a·d arï; ~onsider briefly forˆali¼t 5rt (because „î il a leOding 
wroponentPofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art), and assertïthat art s ½naÜog-us tõ an§analytic propositi©n, an. that it is art’s exiàtence as 
a tautoëogë that enabµes art to ÑemaQnaloof” ”rom pilohophiÅal _rðsÚmp*iûn,32{
@ _Ó    It is necssary tošsepšrate ašsth§tic: Mrom art bec®ue²æ?sthetics Áeaµs /ßth opên™onu)on†í§ception of the world in general¹ 
Inthe ¿ast one op 3hÀ t)o pro£gs of art’s function w›s üt: valuÁ as 
ecora-ion. S” any ³rancRQof !hilo—áphÃ tha� dealt withm“bea“ty” and thus
taste, w�s ineviTably ûuty bound þo dis7uss art aswell  
Out ‹f this “hÎbï” grew the notionDthat thereâwasPa conceptÏal connection beÌw3en &rtÔanÛ aesthetÌcs, whic0–is no¤ true.T#i, i´ea ne†er 
dŠÁ¦ically°coöSicteC with ørtisticAc‡nsiderations :efore 5e*e’tvtšme, oo” ßnly because thµ morpholgical characÎeristà…s ofÅhrÌ 
perpetuatddPthe con[inuitô Óf thiÌ error, but a we>l,32û,case]the'a£pa¥Únt otherL“functi±ns” o_ artþ(depictio� of religiousÔth´mes, 
portraitÚre of aristoc·ats, detailing oœ arÚhitecture, etc.) usA›�art to¯c7v-r up Ö’t  ³¥Bhen obje<ts Vre Ìreented8vßthin thecontGxt o3ùrt 
(çnd until ÜecentiŽ object alwa8{ have been used) Íhey are§as eliÒibl? f[r ae
thtc considerýtiôn &s are any objeò0ˆ in the world, and anùa¸sþ†eti¼ cònsiderati'n of aà objectexi
tin) on the realm ofart eans tha· thö ob¤ect’Ÿ eNB’te¤y” :r funZtioniBg in an art ÐontexÙ Ås iÇrz¤µvant to the e¸stŸetic �udYment  
The relaÍion of a£sthetics tí art is not unlUke thatBoØ aesthetics ·o arch]tecture©n-that achitecture has a verysÙecfc f[ncion and hzw 
“good”<ts dõsign is is prim%rily rÕated to how well it perf"rml its fun
tion. Thu-, judgments on what¸it ooks like ë[rresÖond t” tase,Âand ºe cMn see t”atÜ
h orghouŸ«Ëistory di66e{ent ÑxamplLs of arc3itec„ure a¼e2Qrased at diffeýe¶b times dpending on tx¹ aeÅthetics ofYÏaticular 
eKochs. Aesthetic thiykingãha™å·vûn32gone s) fFr aW to �a<e ½x×mples of archivecture not reïated to “ar±” at‰all, works of Qrt in 
(hemsel�es (¡.g., thâ pyramid6of Egypt—  
AastheiùînsideKa ions Òre Ändeedalways ext aneous to #n object’s functio² or r¬aÏoO-toibe” Unlessof›course,«that object’s 
reason-to-beLis >trictly ¹esthú<ˆc. AxEexample of a pôrely a²¢thetic#o§jqctbis a decorative object, for dcoratio)’Û pÙùmÑry funcŒion is 
“to add somet'ing t‰, sÞ as toÌmke mo”e aptractióe; adorn; ornamenã,”10 atd this rÆlÐtes dørectly÷to tastö  
AndôtFiÚ leaœs ßs Rirectly tV “formÒ|ist” Lr™ and critiËism.11 ForÎalis�art (-ainting an> ¶ Ê(‰tÞre) is the vœnguarÀ oÎ

d�coration, and, strictïy sp�akiâg, one coÄld reason´bly asserg�that its aµt condition #s¸sÖ minimal t™aý for all•functiœnal 
pup=seE it ™s not art at all, buÍ pure 3xe¹cises in aesthetAcs/ rbove all thi8gs Clemen† Greenbrg is the critic of tas‘e. Behind every one 
oè hi• dncisions is n aestÝetiX judgmežt,'wit† those judgments refUecting his tas32e  
AndÅwhÔt woes h–sùtasˆe reflecte Th, period hekgrew u© in a a critic, the pDriod e§eal”;fr h›ŠÞ the îifteà.ëw How el×e can oneaúcount 
f½r, gizen ®isótheor}es – if ¡hey dav~ any logic to th~m‰aÉ ¦ll _ hisdisi8teres÷ in Frank Sfe la, Ad Reinhardt, Ó%d others7aõ;licaEle to 
his his©o’ical s¤heme? Is it becaºs°ghe is “. . . basically ‡ymYaÝhetic oç øersona,lyÒexäÓrienti÷l ñ\ouÄds”?ù3 Or¢ in otheräwnrd, 



“the_r worI doesn’É¦uit hi tas•e?” Ëut n the¯p˜ilosophic tabula r*sa o art, “if s²meone calùs it_art,” aq Don Wd has caÞd½ “Êt’s a<t.” iive\ 
th™s, foÙmalistDpaiŽting and_sculCture can be granted a* “çrt con£ition,( but .nly by vúrtue ofdt-eir¶pre entarionÄin tÉrms of th�ir órt 
idea (eŸg., a reZtangulŸr-shapÔå canvûsÛsäre’ched over ooden suòports an� stained w÷th such anl such c·lors, us]ng Whch and 
suchøforms, giving˜s7ch (nd sucs abvWsua€ exÛerie™©e> etc.y. If �ni lfosÂt coÇtempor!r Àrt in this  ught one rŒalizes th“ minim�l 
creatiµe efftrt töken 1n th� part of �ormalist arñis�s spJciÌicaïl6, and Mll painersâans XPòlptors (wo‹kina as suYh tUday)Ôgen‰rally  
33Si] bCiìgsÖus to¾the rea-çzatiµ Óhatìformalist×art ónd critiTigmÿaccepts a
†a deinition of mrt one tha  exists&solely on mrphol™gica; gouns.ßz¯
lG a vast quanV3mX of similad ookingÊo
je¯ts orXimages (or visually relatem objects -r Žm4Püs) may seem to be related or »Hnnected) becauûñ³’f a siìilaity of visual/þxèerieÃtial 
“readinÏ’Û”¤one caÒnot cçai  from thiË aS artØstic or con3eptual rel�t!onship  
    „   The funci"n of :rt, ¶s a �uestion,'wax eörst Åai;ed >yóa‡ceÚ D8c÷aèp. In facê iy is Marcel guchamp wÆoö we òan cr9ditM
´Íth’gäving‚art its oÑéidentity.O(One can ert«inly see a tendencÂ towarf thisesµl-identific„tion ofaŠ¶t begáningówith ManÞt and Cézanne 
t:ough {o Cuðism,16 b;¹ their works are ¾i/id and ambiguous byÃcom)aris¥n with D¥Nhamp’s.) “Moder–¨art andüthe work before see:|d 
connectedvy v¡rtue of t`eir àor
hology. Another wa\ ÿfGputting¥it would be t at art’sž“languag`” remainedçthAûs°me, ?ut it was saying new things. She evI’t that ma|
eçc€nceivabte the rea9uzation that it was possibleœoö“soeak another?lánguagR” and still mMeåsense in ažt waW¼Marcel(Ducøamp’s 
firsÜìunZsÃisted Read-made  !
WÊth the unassistedReady-madek art &hýged ?ts focus�fromAthe form ofthe lanñuage2to what was beung ¿ðid.7?h[ch means that iy 
ØhanÁed th1¤natureÿof art fºom a³¡uµsßio~ oy ôorphology to a question of fuFcæ€on. Thi' changá – one from “g¦0
ar�n¥e” to “
onc"|tion” – w‡s the b¢ginning of “mÝern” ™t and the 33¾µìn:yng of conceptual art8 Al… a&t {ašter Ducham�) is conceptûal žin naturª) 
becÈu,eMaIt ’Æly Å.ists�concepäually 
The “value”\¹f par¨icularïant[stP afYer DuchDmp ³an ‹â2weighed accoùding hë how much tÒe> >ueK…ioned the n
ture o! art; whEch ƒs anot¸r uay of say\ng “w4at they addeû t¶ theØcBnceptiÉn ofŸartŒ or what zasn’t there befor± tPey startedp Artist¤

questhon the natFre ofèar bø pr‡sŸnµinw †e5 propositions as to ~rt’sVnzture. ALd to do this one cannot concern oƒes¢lf  
wi¤h the handed-d(wn “lanƒuage” of trÄditio‰aœ7ar½, s 8h+s activitx is ™aseddon the assumption What there ¤s onfy one wByùo}
¤framing árt 2r6pžsit÷_Fs. BÛt the very stuff of art is indeedbgreatl\ �elated to Ÿcrea_ing” new pûoHosiš:ns  
Th c@se Vs oten mÎÒe – 
a¶ticRlam’y ¸n referenceÞto Duchamp w ^hat objectÖ of art (such as the H'ady-mades, yf ñovrne, Œu¤ Sll a
 is `mplied in this) 9re jÞdge
 as objets d’art inëlater years‘aµd”the artists’ inHentions becom irremevant.+luch anÿargtmen isÕte c’e of a preconãeived notionò
¢rderu}g together not nesessa¹ilñ relaöed factsÖ ThÂ
„Xint
is this: a&stheti¯s, as p -ave ponted oÒ',3are;conc£ptually i#re0Uóant t. aÌ-  
Thus, k•y physCc’lthÛng ca¿ bßcom† objet dba¦tŽ thatöis to $y, cn be šonsidšre  tZstefuw, aesthetically p”easing, etc. But this =as 
no#barin— 1n–the  bject’sgapplic tion to an art ontext; thòt 
s, iªY funcviƒning in an art co†teœt. (E.g·0!if aM%ollector t–ªes a pai`³ing, at“Qches legs, and©uses ¼t Üs a din{ng table iØ’s an act  
uÅrilat¿dºIo art or the artist»becãus,Éas art, that waán’t t£e artisX’s intention.) It is obviouÃ ÷øenÉt°atU¢Ørmalist cðitic)sm’s re6iÃnce ãn 
morphos:gyJlýadsn–¿essar l„wit& a bias toward th§ morphIlogyÀof traditional artw Apd injthis seäs tDeir criticšsm BsÉµ!t related 
ðœ h “scieût·ficçmethÂd” ¡r any soBt o\ ôpir cism (as MichaelF¢œd,6ßitÒ ¡is detailed des(riptions of paintings'and othXr 
“schœlarlj”„Ðaraþhernalia wouæd w–nt us  } bel¡eve).÷Fomalist criticism is no more tÆan an analysis Þfþthe phyÑicaŠ adtTibutes of 
ømrz˜cularo×jets %h¦t hèppen t–iexist i1çaumorphol‹gical contÛx-  Bnt thisôdo¥sn’t adL any knowledgº (oÕïfacts÷ to our un¶úrskanding 
of the nature or func–ion of ara. <nd neither does it2Hom¶en¨ on£whet
er or not the objectqyanalyzedxrH evenè
<rks$#f Órt, in that—for´alist critics olways ¨yˆas½ the concptual egume½t in woßks of aî5.áxachly why they#do’t¶oõmenton tû cohcep—
Gal elHment in worsFf ¾rt i¡ precisÏly be’ause formaóist ar‰ is only a9t b• vi�tue íf i«Øes
mblanŽe to øarlier works AfÃart. ¹t’s a mindleOs art  Or, as LucQ Lipæard so s‡ccin÷tly descrie‡ J²ˆes O¬×tÝkñ’s paintivgs:r thæs’re 
§isua® M)zak.514 F‡rmal…st4cri6icsžand órtists aliÝe do not †ue‡tion the nature of aÅt, but a� I”havê said eãseNhere: Being an]artiet  
n©w mxans to question thevnatue of art. gf ne ià qu stio-ing -he nabureÖof©paintiŒg, one Jannot beëque›¬âoni  the natgr{ oæöartý 
If an Artist a•òpts paivtOng (™r s‹ulpture) he �s accepting the traditioF that goes with×it. T„-t’s befauseátheoword art és{gen¯ralaßd the 
word Œaijting is specifiÓ. P¶i–ting Q © kind of amt  
If yQu make¸azntingsryou are already a‚cepting (notvŸsest\/ni†g)Ôthe nature ëf a¶t. On' is th0 accepting tht nÅture of Çrt to(be 
theEropan týadition of a pFinting-sulpture [iÝhotomy.15|T™e strongest objection one can ra«se¡ag¼inst a morphological justiic…tion for
%tr@d÷tional art is that morpholo—ical‚notions of art eöbod4œan impled a prio‘i›conceðtÊoÿ ar33’s+possibilili¯K. Aÿd such aG a piori 
co„óeptof the9nsturemof¾arœ (as 4eparate froJ anFl—tically fr|medVar pr‰pãsitions or “workƒ” which I will dsÁuss lat}rˆ makes it, 
inœeed, a 3PiÛi: imposüible to ques–ion the nÕture of art. And tis Uuestionžng of ¨he naSure /f rt\ÿs a very-importantÂ}onc/4t in 
understadin‡ the function oÊ art  
   ñ    And wHt holds ðrue for Duch!mp’s¬+„rk applKes aW wå to mostbÉf çQe art£after him. ¦| otÄer wþ'ds, th value of?±bis� – 
orGinÂv÷nce – Çs its idea in the realm ofíar , not tYe phDsixaÙ ¸r HÕC-al qSaliies ¯een²in a s�ecific paint®nò or the 
particularization(of cert*©nco›=rs I‡ shpes or theFe col:usÏand shapesuare the artÜstlìnguage,” nt its mü™ning¨co�cepÿuall- as art. TB 
loo) upon arCâb:st “wasterwork” now¾as -£t is nonsensical  concep–ally speaking, as far as art is concerned. (That Misual 
infoxma,ion tGat wj nique inÂCubismás laœguage has now bePn generally absorÒed and h.sþa lot to doš¼ithþthe way in�h=ch ¢ne 
‡eaòs witŠ painting “lingùistic(ll€..\[$.g., 
hat a ðubist pa€nti2g mea”t exÏerim’neallyÊand cotceptïalYy ˜o¿ sa³ŽÚGertude St;…n, is beon® ourÏspecu^atioø because�the sam_ 
‚:int¦g theã“ueant” something d©fýerenÈdthan%it doesˆnow.]) Û$e;nalUe” now òf anHorbg1naµ Cubzst p’ining is Ct unlike iá mosg 
re®gects, an original¯anuscrip| by LÈ°d Byr‹n, or The pirit of St. Louis 
s×it is#see©^in=thÝ–SmithÏonian Insqitu$9on 
(Inèee9, 8use+ms fiyl tse=Rer\ samT unction as the S$´thson˜an‰nstitu6[on – W0y els would ëhÔ#JeuÚde Paume wing of the Louvr 
exhibit Cézanne’s and Vaf ¤éghÜstpa¸ettDsas pHoudlP Ås they do the)ü pailtinÕ?) ActuŸ
 worŽs oû art are littleoãore tha± hiStorical curiosiAieè. As ftr . art3is co¡cerned Van Gogh’s pain+iNgó aDek’x wor£q any more th÷~ his 
{al»tëe is.äTheyfare b‚th “zÏllector’s items.”17VArt µ™ives” throgskinflue



HÖng )ther art, not Œy existing a“ the physical residue ofÎan a[tist’s ædeaÂ The‘reasoŠÖthÚt diffeSent artists from Whe past are 
Öbrou¦ht ±l°ves again is becùuse ÷ome •spectûf thepr woršíbecomes @usa}le” ‚y living a¿tist(. Th=t Æere isAno Ìtr0th” aî ¶o whaƒ artDis 
ÿeems qite unrealizÓd  f
What ýs the funòtion o'art, oÞ tÕe ´ature of art~ If–we continue our"analogy cf cÆe forms art tèkež as $ein) art’s lXnguþge one 
caØŽrea4iethen éhat  ¾orkòof artá�s a kÝnd 1f pÙoposit n preáented withip t¹eÒëonÊext of art as 34 cmme£t Qn artº WeIcan then gB 
fuÌther én¨ analyzeØth types of “propositions.” æ.LJ. yer’s evaluationioÞ òa0t’þ distinction betw
en analyticÿa6d¡!µnheticËis ^se‚ulËto us here: “Aëprcposotion is analytic|w%en itvalidity;depends sokey.on ªheÏd˜fi§icions«of ]he 
symbo§·]it contain, abdì‰n†hetic(when its vai´ity isydetermin+d by th¡ fa®t”îof‰experiníe.”1J The aÊalogy I will attempç to make 
i34ÒDne UetweeÇ the ar6 conšb‘on asš the condition ofÚthe analyticðp]oposition  >n thaã they d ç’t Àpp¶z¥ to be #elie'able as 
aØthing;es, or be aboÌt anythinz (ot´r than agt) the for²s of_
rt mosA clea(lyëfinallyžrefer©ble only åo arÒ have bee5 forms clYsest to anQlyt¶cal propo§-tions  
™ï×ks ofÚ]rt ‹reÚaÆa˜ytic propositioŽs That�is, if vieweÅ within their context –Aas aäý – the� provi˜� n% inform”%þon wý+tsoüver about 
a:y mattcr of 
¬ct. A wVrk of arÝ is a ta«tologyTin nhat it is a cresenta�ion of the art+st’±«intntio=,Öthat is, he is s`yNng thÔt thatwpartic(
¤r±work
cfÄØrÝ û-•Nlt, which mean, ns a aefimitioƒ oX art. Thus,Âthmt Ít is art is tžÓe a priori (wÌic is what Judd m34a7s when÷he st¨tes that “if 
someo:e caÞls it ar_, it’s srtŽ)  
Indeed, it is nˆarly¹im¤os„Ûble tŠ discuss art in ›½neôal tDÑms withoéà ta±kiÏg in tauto<ogies – for to attemp· tB >grabp” Brt by†any 
otheiW“haôdle„ is erely to›ocus on Ÿother yspect or q7&lÔty >
 the proÐosi´ioh, which is us-úllybvrreleûantÀto the 34rwork’s “art coXdition.”@On¼¡6eginsvto âe«lizeºtgatÂart’õ “art condition” is 
Ðconceptual stae. Thatµthe langõag¨forls that the artist framµ‘ his pro®ositioGs in are osteÙ©“‚ÿivate” ªod¡s o( languages is an iÃevitabZ 
outcome†o µrŽ’s fr+ndo‰ fom ÎorpholSgfcal µonstrÎ¸tionsh and^iC foQlow¾ fro÷¯this Jh±tÙone has tû be faÛil&ar with conte7porary art  
toapprecatg ìt‹anÆÊund¡rsÊand it. Likewise Lne und<r×Kands why th€ “maR in the street” is intLlerµ7t to §rtistic rtand always deman
L art in a or¶ditional “lénguagl.” (AnY one Bnderstanû÷ w~y f˜rm”list art sells “like hoÙ caÒes.!ì 'nly in paiÓtingqand sãuIptureÁ('d the 
Èrtis's µll speakWthe same language. sha¤ is calleç “Novelty’Œ×t”‚byXth¼ formalistq iˆ oåen toe0attemptto Ùind new lýnguagesm 
althè$öE a\new langage doesn’t necessarily meý×…the framiPg of new àr6po~iÕio@s: e‡gÈ,Mmost k?netic aÂdêe'ecronic art  
A4o’heO×wzy Þf statFng9 in relatiÆ to art, what AyerOÞsserted a»out;the ýnalyt¼c meth€d inàthe zontext o†¦language ÒouÊÕ be 
thÒ+following‡ ThnLvþlidit¹ o` aŒtis2ic p•Öposit¿ons is not d™pendent o« any empGrical} much les °nyqaesthætic p esjpposition about  
Vhe natÂre f tÒings. For thÈ )rti«t, as Jn a%alystü is n0t d reútly cDnc4rpeµ 
ith the phys“calpropertiee of thin¿s. He is@concerged o†lywwi¬ˆ the wa '1) in (hich yrt"is ‘apa¾le oV conceptual Œrowth 
andcþ2ˆÏhowzCis±propositions apeícapable 1f¸…¨gºcally following that grÐwth.19O    ½  ·PÇre 
ExpressioniIm,ÃcontinuingŸwith°ôyrösœ‚e¢ms, cou†d be½c_nsideTda such8 “A se·tence34whch consñsçed âf d=óonstrative symfol 
wou
d ©ot³express  genuine proposit+on. It ÞouldobÄ  mere£Œjaculaíio’. wn no Úay characØer¤zing tüat to which it was supposed to ref`r.”  
Exp1essionistqworks 34re usu lly such “ejc¯laNions”*present(d in thÌ m²rphoßogical language of traditional art.¾If Pollock is ;òportat iì is 
bucause he pai~ted on loose canvas·:õrizonta)ly toÖthe ›loo  
WhatµsnÅt 9m#o¾tÔnt is tha@ h± latr put -hŸse drippings oker stretcers and hunð them Qa:allel to the wal. (‚ xther words ¨hatzis i 
portêntQðn art Ús what oneCbrŸngO to iI, not o÷e’s ad¤Ÿtioƒ of what wÅs ”reviouÐly existing›) WhaÖRis e en lass«iúpærtant to a;tYis 
Polôoükˆs oto©s o “self-e#Ýression” beau¿e those kinds b> èu€jectPve meaµings areus‡less to8an÷One othOr than those involved wit¬ 
Jim persona{ly. AndZtheir “spec)fic” quality putá;them outside P•ãrt’| context  
ì“I do noÜ ía[e art,” Rch•rd Serra sas, lI a engaged in n actiBitû;Èi� someoNe wantsy7o callkiö art,þthat’sûºis busines°,–but¾itÇs not up 
to me àŠ decide ‚hat Tha½Ès ll figured µut later.” ²erra, then,'is je/y mÌch aware of the implicat¬ons of his work.}If Serrà is indeed just 
“figuring out whax lea@ does” (gravitationaçYy, mòºe¸ua<¤y etc.)s why sÊouldâanyone think Bf i9 as art? IË;he'doesn’t take tye resåo…
sibility ofhit being art/ who can, or¡sÁâul|? His work certaoUšy ap’earsçtn Œe empiricüþl¼ verifiablem lFad can¹do, —~d be us£dnfor,  
mhnyEphy|ical§activithes. Dn Îtself thiT does>!nything‚bït Òead us intoìa dialoguí aboutwt8eDature,œf art.FIn a ´ene tÕe? 
Xee¤s“a‹primitiÂe. He h;s no idea -ou% art. How i©fit tXÎn$th«t we knoAåabout “his a/tivity”? Because he has toQd usÔô¾ùis vr by his 
actÒoÐs ašteë “his actÝvity” hasƒtakenplace. Thªt Ís, by the\fact khaò he isìwifh several gal§eri s, «uts the phyhical rejidueŽo8 
Jis¼ctivi§ inXmuseuìs (an� s§
Ms 0hem to a¤t collect¦fs – ÑuÀ as we ha¬e Bo1nte,µUut, collectors are irrelevant §: Uhe “coŸditio¡ ofèa2t” or a wo€kç  
'ha®'he deniesë²Às áorý is art but plÞys the urtist is more tµafAjust O parad,x. Ø?¤rañsecretlÕ feels that “Yr©,ood” is rr)ved•at 
empirßc{lly. T†us, (s A…er has statÊdæ The2eáare no ]bsolutÕly cerÜax empi¦ical prohoæiôio¦s34It is only Ýautologie that\arå cerpa{n  
EHpirical queYKiC6s 're ³ne and áll hypo heses, which may be onfimed or discrÔdited in actual°sgnsV xpe˜ience. A4d th¯ 
p?op¹sÙti-n inÉwhi½h we ýpcor ïyu observations Ÿhat ve‰·fy these hypotheseýæPre the–selves [yˆothe™eí w_œch are subjecl to the 
�eÅt of furt er ©ne experiønce. Th;süthere is ní f‘n€l propositiin.22 Ié o…her words, thÍ «roÚosit×ons ¹*Äart are no- fàct–hl, b:t Ìnguistic 
¤¦6cha�ac|er ›�t,at is, th d¤do \ot des¼•ébe the behavior)of physicaó, orùeve� íental obâejts; th¥y express yefinitiºns of art, or the form¹l 
[onseque;ces ofâefii?�ons of aît. Ac�ordin4vy, we cÙn say that ®r op‡ratˆs on a�—žgŠY.BFor w† shall see µhat töe chara`tyristÏc markt¶f 
a purel4 lãgEca Anquiry i` that it s concUgned with tÁe foíaaš Cons§quencus oP ourpŸeFinitioÏss(of art) an“³ot with uestions of e-pirical  
fact—0 To õepe"Ú,çwhat ¬rt has in common wií‚$
oÆic an© mjthematics is that it is« taLÿolo™y; i.e.,>the “art ide§” ‡o¥ “work”)øad art Sre èhe same and ~«* b, °pprec(ated as ar@

wi
hout going otside ¤e contexêofkar- fÉr ûârihic¦tion 3
On the otherˆhand,fjetÇus consider whY ar ccnKot 
e Zor hÅs difÚicultyÞwe  pÑ att[mpts(to be) a syntKetic proposit£on.!Or, t$at is to say, whenÇtÈe truth or faôsi§y of its asserRion is 
§Örifi”
€e on empirical Xr¾unËs  
AyÈr st<ts: ü . . TÎe Nriterionïby which Üe €eteÙmine+the öalÀdity of an
aãpiorH or snÌlytÎcalÝproposi~ion isânoÔ slfficieAt to deter:ine Th¨´Lalidty of“an eípirical or(synt”Àtic pŽoposition‹ Foî it Às characte›istic 
ofRemÆiric l prªpisi÷ioÝ that thõir va1þvÝ½yÎis not #urely forma_. To say ‰hat  geometrDcañ propositio¶, or a system of 
àeom÷trical propoðiJioãs, ús fa"se, çs to çaÖthat it i
 se^f'contradictTry. Bu) an eLpisi/alÄprooSit$ox,õor "£syste f v—piricalºpropositions,pÌay be free fromûcontradiction an sk¯ll{bS alse. It 
is²said to be fal;eº not ÅÄcause it i« Áormall÷ deCective, but Òeca¦seCit fails to ×atis’yDsome)matetia° criteri7n.21 T×e#unrealit= of 
“reaõistic” art ós due to its framing as„a, Ñrt propoition‘incsynthetic termm: one i4 always temvte} toò“verWf™” the 
prÐpo6ition+eepirÏally.hRealism’s synth$tjÁØstate doesnît br–ng one¤to a circuxar='wing back i©to a dTlogŒe w<th telarg›r fram¹work of 



q¤est ons aöoÎ the nature ofäart (as does the qork of 1alelÛch, MondriaO wol8ock, Reinhardt, ZarþyÞRauachenberê, 
Jo4ns,"LichtestÇin, Warh>lð 0Ðde, Ju:‹n FýÉ“in, LeWit , Morris, and otñers), but ratjery one is"flu´g outÞof arÏ’% Ýorbt” into tÍË“i`finite  
sØaLe” of [h human onditon  
     H  Øhat one ¹inds all t¼roughout the wriýings of Ad ,úi†M¿rdt 
s this very s§milar5tmesis o “art7asƒartR”Îand tÉatqÁartùiÐ alwa´. deåd, ÈndðÀ sQving’¹Nt is a deceptiªn¡2ï Reinhardt hat avry cleaæ 
idea about the na[ure of artõ and his amportance is f
B fom recognzed  
Becase fors o« art that av0Ôe c`nsiÀered synthetic pr3poi:iØns are !erifiablO by the world, that is to say, ko undeqstand these 
propositions½8ne must leave the tautologiwal-lik¸ frÎmHwork o9 art and consider “ outsidï” information. Bu¬ -Ú coÑsider it a¥ art it is 
necessary toignor²mÕhis same Xutside {nfo¸matiI because o;tsie infvrmation (:xperienti´q q¨ Âit®es, to note1 has iªs own intrinsic worYh. 
And to compreÍend rhis wo5th one doe ¨o¯ need a sta�e of “art conditio».” Fr„ 9his iø i eUsÐ¡‚o r�alize that artds viabô¤itÄ is �ot 
connect>d to
the presentation of visual (or o•her) kinds of ex¨erie“ce. TŽat V aO¯mayIhav¢ been one of ardJ„ extraneous ÆunƒÁiona�in `he preced

E/qcentu\iez is /ot un[ikely. AfT> all,men in even¨the ninete‰nth century liŒed in a éæirly stands3’ùzÖd ºisualen¦ironmentz 
T‰at is, \t was írdinaúily preÜiÙtable as to ‹hat he wou¸d be àoming 2nto coè„a ¹ with dayåaf“er úay. His visÅ2l environment in t-I pArt of 
theHworldÊinZwhich he lived ²ñs fHiTly consist=nt. In our time weEhave  n ÏVperientially rasticallj r(A¤er environment. One ca35 fly ×l` 
o»Ìõ thU˜earh in a &ptter of âœurs a$d days, not months. W Þave She cinÊÊa, and ¿æEor televisiÑn, as×wel asÒthe ¡DnÁmde 
spectacpe ÿf the lÑht²of Las Veëas or the skyscrapers ~ New±York City.TLeÔh<le”worwd is=thfefto be Ôeen, and úhÓ whol" world can 
watc– m�- w}lk on tXe moon†årom”Hheir livi#g rooms.‹Certaily art or objects of painting and sculpture cannot÷be expected$tð c^mpete 
experien3iall with this& çÓeÆn¯tôo+ ífõ“use” is rel§vant to rt an2 its “langua~e.” áeœËÄly}ehe box or cu1e f¾r\ has been ðsed a!great  
deal wWt0in hxe conèetêof art. (Take for ¯nstancþ its use bs Judd, MorrHs, LeWitU, naden, m-th, BeŽ¦,andMCracken¬c n^Ü even 
meOtioing$th‚ quantêty of boxeþ and cubes hat cQme üŠter.) The B)föerHncmbetweµn a‡l the varios usesÕ3f—th„hbox or cube®fqrm 
is dirËctly r_lated to the 35Zfferences in the in‹entions of thª atists.™Fòrtjeï, aC™i› pørticularly seen in Judd’s work,qthe use of&the box or 
cube formWill1stÑates verÍ well SÎñ%eDrlieï lai@.that an o·je¬t is onlŽ art whî´ placed in the context of art  
A 7;w example‰ will p)int »Þis ou3.hOe Óould NayÉthat iÁ one†of gu)d’s box forms was v4en filled with de1ris¤ seen flaced in a‡inÔust
ial sTttin›,or even m

el|¨seen s³ttingon a wùreRŽëornºr, it wfuÎd not be"idenêified with aSt. It v•llows thenïthat understanding¯and consVdera~iT ï°  
{t3s an artwo˜k ;¹anecessary apriori to vieÒing {t %n odeQ to “see” iz as a work of
- t. AdvanÑe infor<ation about the cÌncept of art and vbout an artist’Á co:cepts4ic4necessary to the apprciaZÉonFaed unde`stÈnd÷ng 
of$con†emporary art. Ány a‘dPall of —he physicaC att|Fbute› (qualitÊes) of coŸtem¤orary åorÔs, if considered separatêlyKaÃd/or pec/
€i)a¦ly, Çre irreýÄäant to
the ÝrL concep£. he�artKconcept 4as JuddXsaid, though ¥e didn’t mÊan7it this way) must bé consider¶› in its whole´ 
To cþsider Ø Øoncept’s parts is(invariablyÈtW conWider aspecUs that ÙOe ir+elevant to Utsµarý condii n – Ir le rading5parts o
 a definition  
ðIt £omes«as no su"pèise that the Ürt�with the lFast`4i*ed morpholgy Ôs t“ exampleRfrom which we decipherÞthe nature of töe 
general·terß “art.”8For Áê»ŸG therˆ is a contÔxt existingsepÐ)atel- o its morpUolog( Zndüc«nsi²ting of išs f*nctDonon> isŽmBre ¦Žkeyy t 
find Resultsþ§es coZformiYg and pÞedictÄble. It=is Ò¸ modernØart’s possebsion of a “�/nguage” zØth theyshort†st !istor that „he 
plausibility of Ü‹e ab›ndonment of t�þ Hanguage” bacoÇes mUst Âosrible. It iÅ uÓderqt©n’able then thtt the art tha came´out oÕ 
We$ternÄpa)nting anP†scuptur½ is theVost enïÊgetic, ¾ueätioning (oÁ its nature), and Ó*e-l4as  assumÈng oBall t%e ºenerLl “art”«co-
cerÜsï In the âiUal ~nalysis, hÁwever,%±ll of the a¤tshave buêinÄ?it
gß£stðin’s Êerms) a “0¢mily” òesembºazãe  
Oe  �he vriousYqualiƒiesÞrelatabll to aÍ àart condi¶ionºpossessed by p¤e¶ry, the novelÈ the0CineÂ~Î XhÈthe
tre, and vari.us ÷oZs of þusiï, et., is t[at aspe t gf them mo}t ‚eliÛble to  Þe funcÊionoof art ½s¶ç(serted here  
Is not the decline of poetry ‚elatable to theimpjiedmetaphyNics from poetry’ use of “c·mTon” laØguane as an£arN äangÆage?24 In New 
York the last decadenå stages of poetry ca1 be seen rn the<”oçe by “Concrete”poetÏ recent¿ytoward™the Àse of actual objemts and 
theatre2535Can it be that they feel the unreality of theGN rt f¦rm?        Còe seí noÒ t©atthe axioms of a geím‡try vrF imply 
definitions,âandËthat the·theorems -f aùgeometry are simply the logicalconsequenceX ì these def¿nitions. A çeo{etry isHot fn itýelf  
aboþtQp35ysicalgsq¶<e; in ´tself «t cannot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anything. Butcwe ca° use a weometry äo rsmsin about pÓÛ6iQal 
sàaceÔ Th?t is fo say, once we havÜ -iven the axiomsõaÑphysical interpret?tionz we canþvroceed to aøply the theor]ms t÷ tÈÎ obj#c
¢s$«hih satisfÍ Â
e axioms. Whut
er a geometry‡can bè açp1ied tobthe c¼ua� physical Àorld o€ «ot, is n expÙ…i£al quòstio¸{which falls outsid´ the scope of geûmºtry  
itselfz Áherg Âñ no sense, therŸfore, in sking-w*ich of©the variout geometriesØknwn to us •reFfals: and whi¤h2are trà›. S¤sofar as they 
Öreæall{fre from c#ntrdiction, theyTare all true. =h/ proposition which st©tes thaM a cert¬in a!p[icatÃon o¦ a geomJu�y ià posib[ehis¿not 
itgelaòa propçsitin}of th¦t+geomery. All *hat the geometry<iisefºthlls us is that if°aûyzhi
g can be ür’ught u¢derÊt
e definitions, it wilY a²so La£isfy &he th9ÜÐems.wIt is tÝešefore‚F pureµò logzwl ]ystem, and Pts prÖpo²stions ÈNe¢AureIy·nal¼tiâ 
púopÊi™ions.#_A. ´. Ayer26 HcrŠÅhen I propose restÇ the via«ility of art. Qn anàage wysn trad+tionLl  ¯i·osRphØ Tsfunrealýecase oÌ 
Øts assumpt<ons,tartSs abiñty î¢ exist will de.?ndúnñt onlŠ on itsÚn/t peÙf^rmNng Ê–�rvice1– aŒ enertai±ÿent, visuiE (Žr ¾theC) 
exp“rience, or decoratêon – w�ic³ is something easil7 replaced by kits#h cult—re, Bnd technology, bŠÂ, rLher, itJwiSl âemain #iableÜby 
not assumigµa ùhilosoph‚ca stance  for in r¹’s”²ëique character is the capacity to remaU ¹aloof frùm ¥hilosodhical uÀ\ments. It is in this 
¤onžªxtÜhhbm Wrt shareÛ siilariies Jith loëic, mathematács, =nd, as well, scie=ce. But whe°eas tht otCer edeSvors are u¤áfìl, art is not.  
AYt ind4eO exists for its own sake† 
In -hi> period of oXn, after philosph7 and religio”, art may possibly beío+ end”avor )ha
 fulfillœ íhat another aDe might ¨ave calledÔ“mTn’s spiµCtual ne˜ÚñK”ÿOr, ayotÙCr way .f"putting i… might be tÃat art deals analogou-
Dyxei:hŒth st¥teýon th.ngs beyoÚd ph§sics¼ wher§ philosopkÒ had t$ make asserðion
. ènd art’s streng h is tIat eve4ãtµe preceding îentence is 8n assertimn/ nç c~nàt be verifi d by artÏ 
Art’s oµly claim3is for art¯ Art iò thudefini/ikn of art  
æ       NO-ES  
NReprintedj35rom Stud©oôInt$rnatdôn«lÔ(Oct´ber, L969) 
1 MortonãWhitŠ, @he Age of Analysis (NewäY~rk: Mentor Books), p. 14 �#
2Ibid., p. 15  A



3 Ižmean•Ðy this Existeätialism ën÷ PheÓom©nlogy. ;ven Mežleau-Pÿ°ty, wiBh?h¡s midd¦e-of-the-roaÊ posátion —e�ween empüricusm 
Ønd ratioæaiûm} cünnot Áxprec™¨his philo§ophyÜithout the—useòof words (thus using cKÕceàts); and followìng this, how ca! one 
discEss experöencœ without¶sha?p ßistnc
ioâsxbetweeØ ´urseoves a¢d he wþrld? 4 Nirõhames J¿an, Physicsßan~¼Philosophy (A8nûArbor, Zih.Ò Unýv¤rsity of 
MichigånSPress), p.17  
5 IbiH., @. 1+0  
6 IÙid., p. 190  
i Þhe task such philo€ophy has tìken u+Ï¥ its8lfNis the only_“function” it cøuàd p˜rf,rm wiÉhou2 making phil$s^phië §ss¦ötion= �
8 Th0R is íe}lt!wi
h in te¨ following sectio2  
« I wuld lRke µodÃak¤ it clear, however, úhaTI intend>toùsueak for Åo†one Ôlse. I arrived a…›tpese!coclusions alon,Rand ändóed, it is  
®rom thés th¿nkiYg th/t 4y at since 1966 æf not mefore) ev"l5e…. O"ly recent;y di
 I realize afÀerÑmeeÐing Terr AFkinson that he and Micha¿l B
ld"in shaoe sDmilar,Œthough c<Âtainlyœnot identical, opinion{ to ±ine  
1÷ W˜bster’s New/Dærld ”icti|n
ry \½ t¾Ç Xmerican LaÄg¾age  
1¿ Thesconceptual level of th• work oØ KÑnne^huNolŠþdù Jules Oùitski, Moœris Louis, Ron þavis, ¬nt%ony³C›rî,–John Hoyland,âDan 
CªfistensenÄ ete×ê, is so dis´ally `ow, t(at any th-t is tûre is supplØed bÚ the crit˜cs pr‘moting it. T£is is seen’lëµr  
1t MichaXl Fied’s reaso·s for using GreenbergCs)rationale reflect his#bacÓgroun+ dand mostçof Ôhe othe> -ormalist critics) as a 
¦schola±,” buttmore of it¸is d#ˆ to his des rez I suspec*f to bring his sc1ola9l\ s<x ie} int th9 moder§ w¨rld.ýO–«gcan eåsily sympathize 
withxhis0desire ”o
conn½ct, sayk Tieî`lo5with Jules Flitsƒi. Åne6should never for¨et, however, th›t a hisöoÂiaÆ loves hisÃo¤y ³ore th0n anythiÐ ¯ even art  
13 Lu
y Lippard useC th–s q”Ì¦ation in a «`Jtoote to Ad R²inhardt’s r9t3oipe¼tive c—ta<ogue, Januay, '967
 p. 28  
14 L˜[y ippa5D, “36onstellatián by Hars) D._light: The Wêit¥=y An:ual,” HXdson Review, Vol. æÄ No¬‹) ‘Spng, 1ê28) |
n5 Arthur R. ñoØe, “Four IÐterÝeww,” Arts MÀgazine&çebáuary,×1969)  Û
16 ¨s Terry Atânson
Ïointed out i“ hiý introd²ction : {rt-anguage (Vol.•1, o.1),ëthe CubŠs²»Xnever qu)stionedÑiä–art had Úorphošogicaltcharacteri!ticž,¡but ›�i–
h ones i painting wÍre accep„;bke æ
ñ17 When someoneç“b]y�  a 7avin�he isn’t Í�ying a light show,@f¯r if¨he was ‰e could just go to aËhardùa€Ÿstore and Wet the 
¡oodsTfoR consid»rXb�& Sesp. He isn’à “bu:ing” anythông. He is sDbsidizing Flaiin’s xctivit7 as ‰n artx§t  
J18A. 
« ·ßer, Language, „r/th, azd Logic (Nw rk:ÑDover Publi1atÏons), p. 78  
19àIbid., p. 57  
2 Ibid.£ p. 57 zÔ1 IbiŠ., p.90  
2_ I½id., p; 94  
2ž AÆiReinharWt×s retrospe§tiv… cata²gue(Jewish useum§ JanuaRy, ü967) written by Lucy Lippa‡d, p. 12ÝÏ
24 ItUie poetry’s use of commonNlang¨age to attem«tqºo H¤y the unsayable ïha‘Eis problmÈGic, not÷any inåerent¼probleÏ€i¹thVusê of 
l¦nguage witrÄn the cont¶xtTo¨¼artrÒ25 Ironically, ÐaØy of the‹ call ™hemselves “¬onceptua€ Pwets.& Much of 
this€worŠQisgve�WTsimiìar t§ WÓlkeó“de Maria’s Èoœk ad t“isóis notñcoincidenta§; de Maria’s work]functions as aÍkind of “object” 
àûetr_, and hV7in¬eetios9are very poetic: he*real6ySwantshis work to þhange men’s l]ves  ï
26 Op. ciˆ., p. 82  
     È   

  A;T FTE¨
PH1LOSOPHB d1ò69)  Joseph Ì(sut`  Part 1Ä 
 The factthat it has recentl˜ become µashiúnab<e foržphyFiÙis2s themselves to be symZDtheticÿtQwar’ religion §
. . mark½†the physi%i�[®’ own lkcÛ on confidencedi& Uhe valiVit  f òheir hy_ot©eses, w“ich is a'reLction on thi' parœ òrô‚ the 
antirelig¼ous dogmatism of ÂVneteenth-cenîuêy scienÃiÙ—s, a\³ a nat ral ou1ome ož the cris°s throug§óhich physic!‰has just pÄAa,Ý. –
A. J. Aynr. . . . oFce one hasöunderst.od 8he Trctatu` t\ere $ill b· no t…mptation i concerF Æneself anyÄËrí with •iloõo®hy,î‹hš„h 
isxne+ther empiri³al?like sciÎnce nor ¹autological like mµhepaticc; oH´will, like W|ttcens§ein in 1Š1ô abando p#los’Ìhƒ, which, as-
tradntionaly understo[d, is r[òed in¦conu1io.  
–J. O. årÞ%)n  
TrÎditLoÈa~ ph¤los“7hy, almos^ Ey defÖ
ition,ZhasíQoTc:rÀ-d Útself with the unsûld. The nea‘lÖ çöclusie !ocus oîðthe said by –w´ÜûietE-denÃ*ry analytiTal lÒnguistic 
pKiloÍophers¼is tÏe sharSd ûonteïtion tT
tEthe•unsaid is unsaid Oecause it isSun-ayabO¿. regelianÉÁhilo&ophy #<Fe sen+e!ùn thŒ n
µteeÊth ’ew#-rò and mst›have b‹en soot]ing to a
ce�ªury thMt w°s barely gettn¼ over umh, the Enlight³nFent, and KCnE.1Hegkl¶s philosophy¹wasýalso capblù of giving cov§r for 
aœdef³WsÉ6ofkœeligious belieÉs, spplying a^ \ltcrn$žä¤e to Newtonian ec§aéiÂs, and‹fiting in wi³ tùµ growth of/history ¤s a disciplšne, 
as½welþ as acceptin DarwiniŸn bi}loÇy.2 óe a•peaVedóto giXe an ac¹eïta¢le resolution to t?e conþlict bÿtween‰th‹ology and science, 
as well I
ø5he reÖut of Hegel’] influence has been tQat_a‘ÉPe
t majority ofQc¦îtmporar« philoop>ers [re really li¸tle 36ore thanêhistorians of philos)¤py, Ldbrarians Çf the TrutÑ,Kso tT speak. 
Oneäb¾ginx to get the impresxô‘natha  ¢here W)sÞnoæh
ng more to b` said”And c‚rtainly if one reilizes ehe iöôlLc|¤ions of Wit}gesþein’s 7hinkiug, a&dxthethinkiTg ”ntluÈncedË•y%himáand afôr  
hifE “Co;tinental”^pZiloæophy neeu nÀt ée†iously be co�iAerRdÜSere.3 I
 there a re—son fvr th& “unreality` of /‚ilo÷ophy in^our tú—b? P†rhaSs Õhis can be answered Ly laok·ng;into the �ifferŠnce být¼een ošr 
time a~d ohe Henturies pÞedÉding us. In the past man’  c)[cluÐions about the;worÃd were bfsed on þhe÷vnTorß°ion he¶haXêabout it –  
ifŽ ô^ specifically 



ik× vhe empir¨cisÈs  Àen gFnerally lœketh— rationÂTiàäsÔ Ofte[ iâ fact, thà÷lg.enes be±weª( sienc, and philowp<y wad so great that 
scie.ÄstÏ and philYsopherswŸre 3ne and t»e same person.(In fact, from tHe¥timƒs ofcT¶ales, ¹ic…rus, Heraclitus, and Aristotle to 
Des9artes and Leµï�i.z,$“the grÊa§ names in phiTÅsoph’ were often gre&t names in science as well{”? That tÏe Ñl¸ ¬Â perceived by 
twentiÛth-centryºÎc?eMºe§is a vËtly different one t!ån phe oRm of ¯t preÍeding c£ntury¶ noÅx ôot be proved há¨e. »s it posshble÷ then, 
that iÔ#¶•fectman has learn-dúso puchr 3nd hDs ìJntelli™ence” is su–h, that ae¸Äannot bOlieve the reasoning o4 tradºtionA ‹philo

opõy? ThaÞ perhapï he knows taoúmuüf about tbe worl  tÅÒmake1ãhÍse kindsdof onclusions? As ‘ir JampÈFJÌans 
Óas�‘taMei:<. µ . Wen p§§Ð‹sophy has availed i¢clf ofÀthe resœlt]zof sc3enQe, t has nft Ëeenáb3NjorèowAng tôe abstact 
maœhemat¬cal des¼Üiptionkofhth  Úat×ern o8 events, but y bgrrowrn4 8he then curenÍ pictorial desîÐiption of thisÝpattern; thus it ha¹  
no` approãriated certažn k_owledg„ 
ut +on[ectures  
T9¼Deconject_res were oftõn /ood enouÍh¹o· tYe ma -Kizeî worldw’but'not, as we nÏw knowÌ¥for;those �lti§te pr¢cessescof øazure 
which conhro§ th $a£penings o¶ heƒmÎn-sÄzed wo^Ld, and brinh us XeareCt to the tráeZnatureoN re lity�5  He contiues: ONe cns

quence of t="K is that th[ suandarU¹philosophic°j disc>ssionc of many problems, suc‹ as hose of Ûausality and free 
wiÅlJoroÿ mater
alism or mentalis, re based o… aO intêrpreîaton ` ¥hÓ |“tÿern o events]which is ¤o lóngeu`tenYbl·. ^he scieçtificFbðsis öffthes¼ older 
dÙscussio¶ïhasrbeen
waghed Øay, and withtheirØdisÓp(earanÉe hJve gone al¯ Lhe argu„ents .¨. 6 =he tweætie’h c²Ìt
ry b*9ut in ½ tLmB«that couí- befcalled “the eTd of philos phy and the beg+ln7n of Grt  
” I±ao öo mÌan that, of course,ä%t—ictly speakn„, bu3 rather añ®the “tendÝnc~”Æxf theÉs×tuatin. {erÜainly lingxistic [hiþosoph can SG 
con_ider-d the hÌi( to empi%37£ism, uut it’à.a p÷ilsophy “n on" <er.7 And tcere ðs ertainly an “arj condition” êo ‡rt p¬eledi¶g Duchamp, 
but i¡s otherHfunctÐonóoØ reasons-to-be areˆso:p]onzunced týat ts%abi®ity ,o Ø¸B§tioL clear–yo-s art Uimits it arÍ 
condi¶®onÜsoödraótically that i�2s onlyámi0ially a/t…8 þnfn  mecƒanastic s+]s§ is th¶e a connection betwe[n phÔÿosophyçs “eôding” 
and artµsC“óågd¥ning,” but I don’t˜#nw thiÈ occuŸrence entirelyÇc-incid.nWül._Though thó sÌme Úeïsoes may be reêponsiblç or bot= 
occu›reuces, theôÙonneZ±ion is made by me. I bringt]s a&l upòto analyze artusÒfunct-“n and suØsequenty its vi§bilit¶Ë An¯ I doÆso\to 
enable others o unrersQand the reasÄninÔÖof rø– and, by Ðxtehsion, o]er artists’ – artD a well¢to provide a clearer unŠerstanding of he 
ter “Cøn]e_tual artë€– 
7
GH“fTjNCTION OF ART 
_\The main!qua# f¸catŽonF\to the leÌser posi iQn ofâpaiptimg is ¯• a©van‹es in Žrt ar cerÉ2Înly(not al\añs fõrÐal ones.–Do•ald@Édd 
(1963) "
Half:or more ofŸt…e best nõw wmrk in th� lás.£fe¸ years‡hYîòb¯en—ne@U|er pain÷in  no� sÆulpture<W–Dinald Judd (1965)  
Every:hing Äculptþre áýs, my work doesn’=
 
–Dona¹d¾Judd2(197S  
The
idea becomÕs a maci¹e that mãkes the arl1 –Solw"Witt (1965)ÂThe one·hing to sdy about a~t is that it is oneUthingÉ Art is at-asðart and 
everyting else is eíerythingŒelse.ôArtLas ³rt is nohing $ut art §
?A-t¨is not wh t is no ar=.ô–Ad Æ¶inFardtû(3963) Ü
˜he meaniŠg is Ñhe use
†–Wit#genstein  šäA mo)e func7ional•app§oach to the ‘tudy of co[depts has tendeÜ toXreplaÂe he mthod f iRtrospe~tio£. Instea? of 
attemptingxtO gra0p 4r desrie concepsÐbarD, soÊto speak, the lsycuolÎgist inv¶st©ga$bs the£wa6 in 
‡ich Å‡eË©funtion as*in4redëÚnts in öeliefx and Ön judgÞ™nt¹  
37–ÏrÏin™ M. Copi  
Meaœi*g s!alwÃys a W¨e„plos�tio‹3ôf functlon  ^
–T†ûSegerstedt  
“ . . the subÎ¬Ut mattea ‚f cþ^cept‹aleinv[sSigation} is EhïŠmea‚ingof §er‡a›n words nd exp§UssionsÈ– a´d nŸt tI¹ thi.gs an s®tž 
ofÛaffair them}elvesIabouý whichíwe talk,when using thse w:rÏµ and expr(s o]s  K
GG.. VonÚWrig9œ \
Thikiòg¥ia ra%ically metap2:ri!m LGnkag™ byèanaTogy is it2 onstituenÖ l37w or p.in�iple, its c„usal nexus,�si³c¦ meanin��Énly
ariseZ throÉgh �he—cau#al cotexts by which afsign!smanXIÛfor (tkõs Ihe pla#e of) an�instaúcM ofauso
t. To¹think f B‚ythin] isß²oÂta™åŸt a@  á a ›
rt (;s a such anG uch)8an" that “as° bïinds Kn (oÝenly o` in disguise) hhe an(lgy, ühc4öaraCûel, the metapçoric Ù‹apple or grouny or  
gras] or *raw²y wIich al–n� he miŒd ™ak¸s hold. Itõtèkes)no hold if thúreÕis ‹orhing f»r it to haul from, fAr is thOnuingtis lheÒhaul, Che 
atraction of lkes  
]:I. ¿. =ic}ards  
ZIË this s”ctðon ( w™ll dis[uss the teparat¢37n etween aest¼Ðui–s a·d krï; ~onsider briefly forˆali¼t 5rt (because „î il a leOding 
wroponentPofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art), and asÿertïtÇat art s ½naÜog-us tõ an§anlytic propositi©n, an. that it is art’s`exiàtence aŽ 
a tautoëo¬ë that enabµes art to ÑemaQn�aloof” ”rom pilæhophiÅal _rðsÚmp*iûn,37{
@ _Ó    It is necssary tošsepšrate ašsth§tic: Mrom art bec®ue²æ?sthetics Áeaµs /ßth opên™onu)on†í§ception of Oe world ingeneral¹  
Inthe ¿ast one op 3hÀ t)o pro£gs‹of—ârt’s function w›s üt: valuÁ as 
ecora-ion. S” any ³ran“RQof !hilo—áphÃ tha dealt wxthm“bea“ty” and thus
taste, w�s ineviTËbly ûuty bound þ+ dis7uss art aswell  
Out ‹f this “hÎbï”[grew the notionDthat thereâwasPa conceptÏal connection beÌw3en &rtÔanÛ aesthetÌcs, whic0–is no¤ trueÒT#i, i´ea 
ne†år dŠÁ¦icalºy°coöSicteC with ørtisticAc‡nsiderations :efore 5e*e’tvtšme, oo” ßnly because thµ morpholgical characÎeristà…s ofÅ¸rÌ  
perpetuatddPthe con[inuitô Óf thiÌ error, but a we>l,37û,case]the'a£pa¥Úxt otherL“functi±ns” o_ artþ(depictio� of reliViousÔth´mes, 
porthaitÚre of aristoc·ats, detailing oœ arÚhitectureá etc.) usA›�art to¯c7v-r up Ö’t  ³¥Bhen obje<ts Vre Ìreentedøvßthin thecontGxt o3ùrt 
(çnd ´ntil ÜecentiŽ object alwa8{ have been use:) Dhey are§as eliÒibl? f[r ae
thtc considerýtiôn &s are any objeò0ˆ in the world, an¶Ïanùa¸sþ†eti¼ cònsiderati'n µf aà oÔje˜teai
tin) on the realm ofart eans tha· thö ob¤ect’Ÿ eNB’te¤y” :š funZtioniBg in an art ÐontexÙ Ås iÇrz¤µvant xo the e¸stŸetic �udYment  
The relaÍion ofša£sthetics tí=art is not unlUke thatBo¹ aesthetics ·o arch]tecture©n-that achitecture has a very[sÙecfc f[ncion Dnd hzw 
“good”<ts dõsign is is prim%rily rÕated to how well it perf"rml its fun
tion. ThÖ-; judgments on what¸it ook like ë[rresÖond t” ta÷e,Âand ºe cMn see t”atÜ



h orghouŸ«Ëistory di66e{ent ÑxamplLs of arc3itec„ure a¼e2Qrased at diffeýe¶b times dpending on tx¹ aeÅthetics ofYÏaticular 
eKochs. Aesthetic thiykingãha™å·vûn38gone s) fFr aW to �a<e ½x×mples of archivecture not reïated to “ar±” at‰all, works of Qrt in 
(he¼sel�es (¡.g., thâ pyramid6of Eg>pt—  
Aasthei�ùînsideKa ions Òre Ändeed�alUays ext aneous to #n object’s funØtio² or �r¬aÏoO-toibe” Ulessof›cVurse,«tha™ 
object’s reason-to-beLi- >trictly ¹esthú<ˆc. AxEexample of a pôrely a²¢thetic#o§jqctbis a decorative object, for dcoratio)’Û pÙùmÑry 
funcŒion isZ“to add somet'ing t‰, sÞ as toÌmke mo”e aptractiªe; adorn; o“namenã,”10 atd this rÆlÐtes dørectly÷to tastö  
AndôtFiÚ leaœs ßs Rirect§y tV “formÒ|ist” Lr™ and critiËism.11 ForÎalis�art (-ainting an> ¶ Ê(‰tÞre) is the vœnguarÀ oÎ

d�coration, and, strictïy sp�akiâg, one coÄld reason´bly asserg�t~at its aµt condition #s¸sÖ minima* t™aý for all•functiœnal 
pup=seE it ™s not art at all, buÍ pre 3xe¹cisesWin aesthetAcs/ rbove all thi8gs Clemen† Greenbrg ˆs the citic of tas‘e. Behind every one 
oè hi• dncisions is n aestÝetiX Óudgmežo,'wit† thoseNjudgmen˜s refUecting his tas38e  
AndÅwhÔt woes h–sùtasˆe reflecte Th,Ñperiod hekgre¤ u© in a a critic¿ the pDriod e§eal”;fr h›ŠÞ the îifteà.ëw How el×e can oneaúcount 
f½r, Yizen ®isótheor}eÆ – if ¡hey dav~ any logic to th~m‰aÉ ¦ll _ hisdisi8teres÷ in Frank Sfe la, Ad Reinhardt, Óed others7aõ;licaEle to 
his his©o’ical s¤heme? Is it becaºs°ghe is “. . . basically ‡ymYaÝhetic oç øersona,lyÒexäÓrienti÷l ñ\ouÄds”?3LOr¢ in o4heräwnrd, 
“the_r worI doesn’Õ¦uit hi tas•e?” Ëut n the¯p˜ilosophic tabula r*sa o art, “if s²meone calùs it_art,” aq þonêWd has caÞd½ “Êt’s aUt.” iive\ 
th™s, foÙlalistDpaiŽting and_sculCture can be granted a* “çrt conaition,( but .nly by vúrtue ofdt-eir¶pre entarionÄin tÉrms of th�ir órt 
idea (eŸg., a reZtangulŸr-shapÔå canvûsÛsäre’ched over oodenRsuòpÝrns an�Kstained w÷th sch anl such c·lors, us]ng Whch and 
suchøforms, giving˜s7ch (nd sucs a«vWsua€ exÛerie™©e> etc.y. If �ni lfosÂt coÇtempor!r Àrt in this  ught one rŒalizes th“ minim�l 
creatiµe efftrt töken 1n th�üpart of � rmalist arñis�s spJciÌicaïl6º and Mll painersâans XPòlptors (wo‹kina as suYh QUday)Ôgen‰rally  
38Si] bCiìgsÖus to¾the rea-çzatiµ ÓhatìformalËst×art ónd critiT¤gmÿaccepts a
†a deinition of mrt one tha  exists&solely on mrphol™gica; gouns.ßz¯
lG a vasŸ quanV3mX of similad ookingÊo
je¯ts orXimages (or visually relatem objects -r Žm4Püs) may seem to be relatedor »Hnnected) becauûñ³’f a siìilaity o6 
visual/þxèerieŒtial “readinÏ’Û”¤one caÒnot cçai  from thiË aS artØstic or con3eptual rel�t!onship×´
    „   The funci"n oñ :rt, ¶s a �uestion,'wax eö�st Åai;ed >yóa‡ceÚü8c÷aèp. In facê iy is Marcel guchamp wÆoö we òan cr9ditM
´Íth’gäving‚art its oÑéidentity.O(One can ert«inly see a tendencÂ towarf thisesµl-identific„tion ofaŠ¶t begáningówith ManÞt and Cézannå 
t:ough {o Cuðism,16 b;¹ their works are ¾i/id and ambiguous byÃcom)aris¥n with D¥Nhamp’s.) “Moder–¨art andüthe work before see:|d 
connectedvy v¡rtue of t`eir àor
hology. Another wa\ ÿfGputting¥it would be t at art’sž“languag`” remainedçthAûs°me, ?ut it was saying new hings. She evI’t that ma|
eçc€nceivabte the rea9uzation that it was Ÿossibleœoö“soeak another?lánguagR” and stiêlëmMeåsense in ažt 
waW¼Marcel(Ducøamp’s firsÜìunZsÃisted Read-made O!
WÊth the unassistedReady-madek art &hýged ?ts focus�fromAtheQform ofthe lanñuage2t$ what was beung ¿ðBd.7?h[ch means that iy 
ØhanÁed th1¤natureÿof art fºom a³¡uµsßio~ oy ôorphology to a queÁtion of fuFcæ€on. Thi' changá – one from “g¦0
ar�n¥e¦ to “
ogc"|tion” – w‡s the b¢ginning of “mÝern” ™t and the 38¾µìn:yng of conceptRal art8 A~… a&t {ašterÚDucham�) is ±onceptûal žin naturª) 
becÈu,eMaIt ’Æly Å.ists�concepäually 
The “value”\¹f par¨icularïant[stP afYer DuchDmp ³an ‹â2weighed accoùding hë how much tÒe> >ueK…ioned h+ n
ture #! art; whEch ƒs anot¸r uay of say\ng “w4at they addeû t¶ theØcBncÐptiÉn ofŸartŒ or what 
asn’t there befor± tPey startedp Artist¤ questhon the natFre ofèar¤ø pr‡sŸnµinw †e5 propositions as to ~rt’sVnzture. ALd to do 
this one cannot concern oƒes¢lf wi¤h the handed-d(wn “lanƒuake” of trÄditio‰aœ7ar½, s 8h+> activtx is ™aseddon the assumption 
What þhere ¤s onfy one wByùo}¤framing árt 2r6pžsit÷_Fs. BÛt the very stuff of art is indeedbgrea)l\ �elated to Ÿcrea_ing” new 
pûo‚osiš:ns  
T c@se Vs otenÁmÎÒ° – 
a¶ticRlam’y ¸n refeRenceÞto Duchamp w ^hat objectÖ of artI(such as the H'ady-mades, yf Úovrne, Œ¤ Sll a
 is `mplied in this) 9re jÞdge
 as objets d’art inëlater years‘aµd”the aTtists’ inHentions becom iÅremevant.+luch
anÿargtmbn isÕte cÐ’e of a preconãeived notionò¢rderu}† together not nesessa¹ilñ relaöed factsÖ ThÂ
Xint
is this: &stheti¯s, as p -ave ponted oÒ',3are;conc£ptually i#re0Uóani t. üÌ-  
Thjs, k•y physCc’lthÛng ca¿ bßco † objet db�¦tŽ thatöis to—$y, cn îe šonsidšre  tZstefuw, aesthetically p”easing, etc. But this =as 
no#barin— 1nàthe  bject’sgapplic tion to an art ontext; thòt 
s, iªY funcviƒning¤in an arñ „o†teœt. (E.g·0!if aM%ollector t–ªes a pai`³ing, at“Qches egs, and©u;es ¼t ÜM a din{ng tablebiØ’s an act  
uÅrilat¿dºIo art or the artist»becãus,É4s art, that waán’Ò t£e;artisX’s intentiok.) It is obviouÃ ÷øe°Ét°atU¢Ørmalist c-Stc)sm’s re6iÃnce 
ãn morphoƒ:gyJlýadsn–¿essar l„wit& a bias toward th§ morphIlogyÀof traditional artw Apd ijthis sems tDeir criticšsm BsÉµ!t related 
ðœ h “scieût·ficçmethÂï” ¡r any±soBt o\ ôpir cism (as MichaelF¢œd,6ßitÒ ¡is detailed d™s(riptions of paintings'and othXr 
“schalarlj”„Ðaraþhernalia wouæí w–nt us  } belÂeve).÷Fomalst criticism is no more tÆan an analysis Þfþthe phyÑicaŠ adtTibutes oÕ 
ømrz˜cular�o×je�ts %h¦t hèpp7n t–iexist i1çaumorphol‹gical conØÛx-  Bnt ùhisôdo¥sn’t dL any k@owledgº (oÕïfacts÷ to our 
un¶úrskanýing of the nature or func–ion of ara. <nd neither does it2kîm¶en¨ on£whet
er Zr not theqÓbjectqyanalyzedxrH evenè
<rks$#f Órt, in that—for´alist critics olways ¨yˆas½ the concpÜual egume½t in woßks of aî5.áxachly why they#do’t¶oõmenton tû cohcep—
Gal elHment in worsFf²¾Ft i¡ precisÏly be’ause¼formaóist ar‰ is only a9t b• vitue íf i«Øes
mblanŽe to øarlier works AfÃart. ¹t’s a mindleOs art  Or, as LucQ Lipæard so s‡ccin÷tlb dÏscrie‡ J²ˆes O¬×tÝkñ’s paintivgs:r thæs’re 
§isua® M)38ak.514 F‡rmal…st4cri6icsžandÁórtists aliÝÌ do not †ue‡tion¶the nature of aÅt, but a� I”havê said eãseNhere: Being an]aYtiet 
n©w mxans to question thevnatue of art. gf ne ià quÏstio-ing -h8 nabureÖof©paintiŒg, one Jannot beëq*e›âoni  the natgr{ oæöartý 
If¿an Artist a•òpts paivtOng (™r s‹ulpture) he �s accepting the traditioF that goes ñith×it. T„-t’s befauseátüeoword art és{gen¯ralaßd the 
word Œaijting is specifiÓ. P¶i–ting Q © kiId of amt  
êf yQu make¸azntingsryou”are already a‚cepting (notvŸs±st\/ni†g)Ôthe nature ëf a¶t. On' is th0 accepting tht nture of Çrt 
to(be«theEroïan týadition of a pFin›ing-sulptuie [iÝhotomy.15|T™e strongest objection one can ra«se¡a˜<inst a morphological justiic…tion 
for%tr@Ú÷tional art is thatÌmorphŒlo—ical‚nÍtions of asõ eöbod4œan impled � prio‘i›conceðtÊoÿ ar38’s+possibilili¯Km Aÿd such aG a 
piori co„óeptof the9nsóuremof¾arœ (as 4eparate froJ anFl—tically fr|medVar pr‰pãsitions o¶ “workƒ” which I will dsÁuss lat}rˆ makeÊ it, 
inœeed a 3PiÛi: imposüible to ques–ion the nÕture of art. And tis Uuestionžng of ¨he naSure /f rt\ÿ& a very-i©portantÂ}onc/4t in 
understadin‡ the function oÊ art  



   ñ    And wHt holds ðrue forêDuch!mp’s¬+„rk applKes aW wå to mostbÉf çQe art£after him. ¦| otÄer wþ'ds, tø value of?±bis� – 
orGinÂv÷nce – Çs it• iea in the realm ofíar , not tYe phDsixaÙ ¸r HÕC-al qSaliies ¯een²in a s�ecific paint®nò or the particularizaio](of 
cert*©nco›=rs I‡ s39pes orætheFe col:usÏand shapesuare Ùhe artÜstlìnguage,” nt its mü™ning¨co�cepÿuaél- as art. TB loo! upon 
arCâb:st “wasterwork” now¾as -£t is nonsensical  concep–ally speaking, as far as art is concernld. (That Misual in²oxma,ion tGat 
²j nique inÂþubismás laœguage has now bePn generallK absorÒed Ënd h.sþa lot to doš¼ithþthe way in�h=ch ¢ne ‘eaòs ‹itŠ painting 
“lingùistic(ll€..\[$.g., 
hat a ðubist pa€nti2g mea”t exÏerim’neallyÊand cotceptïalYy ˜o¿ sa³ŽÚGertude St;…n, is beon® ourÏspecu^atioø because�the sam_ 
‚:int¦g theã“ueant” some²hing d©fýerenÈdthan%it 7oesˆnow.]) Û$e;nalUe” now òf anHorbg1naÿ Cubzst p’inin
 is Ct unlike iá mosg re®gectŽ, an original¯anuscrip| by LÈ°d Br‹n, or TZe pirit of St. Louis 
s×it is#see©^in=thÝ–SmithÏonian Insqitu$9oä ‘
(Inèee9, 8use+ms fiyl tse=Rer\ samT unction as the S$´thson˜an‰nstitu6[on – W0y els� would ëhÔ#JeuÚde Paume wi«g of the Louvr 
exhibit Céz�nne’s and Vaf ¤éghÜstpa¸ett®sas pHoudlP Ås they ºo the)ü pailtinÕ?) ActuŸ
 worŽs oû art are littleoãore tha± hiStori’al curiosiAieè. As ftr . art3is co¡cerned Van Gogh’s pain+iNg| aDek’x wor£q any more th÷~ his 
{al»tëe is.äTheyfare b‚th “zÏllector’s items.”17VArt µ™ives” throgskinflue
HÖng )ther art, nt Œy existing a“ theÓphysical residue ofÎaÒ a[tist’s ædeaÂ The‘reasoŠÖthÚt diffeSent atists from Whe past are 
Öbrou¦ht ±l°ves again is becùuse ÷ome •spectûfòthepr woršíbecomes @usa}le” Ôy livingáa¿tist(. Th=t Æere isAno Ìtr0†h” aî ¶o
whaƒ artDis ÿeems qite unrealizÓd  f
What ýs the funòtion o'art, oÞ tÕe ´ature o™ art~ If–we continue our"aIalogy cf cÆe forms art tèkež as $eiM) art’sÞl5nguþge 
oneLcaØŽrea4iethen éhat  ¾orkòof artá�s a kÝnd 1f pÙoposit n pre1ented withip t¹eÒëonÊext of art as 39 cmme£t Qn artº WeIcan then 
gB fuÌther ón¨ analyzeØth types of “propositions.” æ.LJ. yer’s evaluationioÞ òa0t’þ distinction betw
en analyticÿa6d¡!µn�heÙicËi• ^s‚ulËto us here: “Aëprcposotion is analytic|w™en itvalidity;depends sokey.on ªheÏd˜fi§icions«of ]he 
symbo§·]it contain, abdì‰�n†hetic(when its va�i´ity isydetermin+d by th¡ fa®t”îof‰experiníe.”1J The aÊalogy I will attempç tÉ mzke 
i39þDne UetweeÇÀthe ar6 Üonšb‘on asš the condition ofÚthe analyticðp]oposi&ion  >n thaã they d ç’t Àpp¶z¥ to be #elie able as 
aØthing;es, or be aboÌt anythinz (ot´r than agt) the for²s of_
rt nosA lea(lyëfinallyžrefer©ble only åo arÒ have bee5 forms clYsest to anQlyt¶cal propo§žtions  
™ï×ks ofÚ]rt ‹reÚaÆa˜ytic propositioŽs That�is, if vieweÅ within their context XAas aäý – the� provi˜� n% inform”%þon wý+tsoüver about 
a:y mattcr of 
¬ct. A wVrk of arÝ is j ta«tology�in nh¿E it is a crese
ta�ion of the art+st’±9intntio=,Öthat is, hm is s`yNng thÔt thatwpartic(
¤rªwTrk
cfÄØrÝ ûñ•Nl^, which mean, ns a aefimitioƒ oX art. Thus,Âthmt Ít is art isStžÓe a priori (wÌic is what Judd m39a7s when÷he st¨tes th~t “if 
someo:e caÞls it ar_,ýit’s srtŽ)  
Indeed, it is nˆarly¹im¤os„Ûble tŠ discuss art in ›½neôal tDÑms withoéà�ta±kiÏg in tauto<ogies – for t attempì tBâ>grabp” Brp by†any 
otheiW“haôdle„ is erely to›ocus n Ÿothep yspect or q7&lÔty >
 the proÐosi´ioh, which is us-úllyb@rreleûaŽtÀto the39rwork�s “art coXdition.”@On¼¡6egins!to âe«lizeºtgatÂart’õ “arX condition” is 
Ðconceptuaã stae. Thatµthe langõag¨forls that the artist framµ‘ his pro®ositioGs in are osteÙ©“‚ÿivate” ªod¡s o( languages is an 
iÃevitabZ outcom¤†o µrŽ’s fr+ndo‰ fom ÎorpholSgfcal µ�nstrÎ¸tionsh and^iC foQlow¾ fro÷¯this Jh±tÙone ˜as tû be faÛil&ar with 
conte7porary art toapÅreca�g ìt‹anÆÊund¡rsÊand it. Likewise Lne und<r×Kands why¾th€ “maR in the street” is intLlerµ7t to §rtistic 
rtand always deman
L art òn a or¶ditional “lénguagl.” (AnY one Bnderstanû÷ w~y f˜rm”list art sells “likš hoÙ caÒes.!ì 'nl in paiÓtingqand sãuIptureÁ('d the 
Èrtis's µll speakWthe same languageF sha¤ is calleç “Novelty’Œ×t”‚byXth¼ formalistq iˆ oåen toe0attemptto Ùind new lýnguagesm 
althè$öE a\new langage doesn’t necessarily me9×…the framiPg of new àr6po~iÕio@s: e‡gÈsMmost k?netic aÂdêe'ecronic art  
A4o’heO×òzy Þf statFng9 in relatiÆ to art, what AyerOÞsserted a»out;the ýnalyt¼c meth€d inàthe zontext o†¦„ang{age ÒouÊÕ be 
thÒ+following‡ ThnLvþlidit¹ o` aŒtis2ic pRÖposit¿ons is not d™pendent o« any empGrical} much les °nyqaesthætic‡p esjp÷os8tion 
about Vhe natÂre f;tÒins. For thÈ )rti«t, 
s Jn a%alystü is n0t d reútly TDnc4rpeµ 
ith the lhys“calpropertie` of thin¿s. He is@concerged o†lywwi¬ˆ the wa '1) in (hich yrt"is ‘apa¾le oV conceptual Œrowth 
andcþ2ˆ.howzCis±proposiÚions apeícapable 1f¸…¨gºcally following that grÐwth.19O    ½  ·PÇre 
ExpressioniIm,çcontinuingŸwith°ôyrösœ‚t¢ms, cou†d be½c_nsižeTda such8 “A se·tence39whch consñsç
d âf d=óonsfrative symfol�øwou
d ©ot³express  genuine proposit+on. It ÞouldobÄ  mere£Œjaculaíio’. wn no Úay Éharacã·r¤zing tüat t# which it�was supposed to ref`r.” 
Exp1essionistqworks 39e usu lly such “ejc¯laNions”*present(d in thÌ m²rphoßogical language of traditio¢al art.¾If Pollock is ;òporjat iì is 
bucause he pai~ted on loose canvas·:õrizonta)ly toÖthe ›lo?  
>hatµsnÅt 9m#o¾tÔnt is tha@ h± latr put -hŸse drippings oker stretce¡s anq Çunð them Qa:allel to the wa,. (‚ xtMer wods ¨hatzis i 
portêntQðn art Ús what oneCbrŸngO to iI, not o÷e’s ad¤Ÿtioƒ of what wÅs ”reviouÐly existing›) WhaÖRis N en!lass«iúpæštantSto 
aÀtYis Po¼ôoükˆs Što©s o “self-e#Ýression” beau¿e those kinds b> èu€jectPve meaµings arNus‡less to8an÷One otÁOr than those 
involvedšSit¬ Jim&pqrsona{ly. AndZtheir “spec)fic” quality putá;them outside P•ãrtµ| context  
ì“I do nŸÜ ía[e art,” Rch•rd Serra sas, lI aé engaged in n actiBitû;Èi� xomeoNe wantsy7o callkiö art,þthat’sûºis bÛsines°,–b t¾itÇs 
not up¯to me àŠ decide ‚×at Tha½Ès ll figured µut later.” ²erra, then,'isNje/y €Ìch aware of �he implicat¬ons of his work.}If Serrà 
is indeed just “figuring out§whax lea@ does”'(gravitationaçYy, mòºe¸ua<¤y etc.)s why sÊouldâanyone think Bf ig=as art? IË;¾ebdoesn’t 
take tye resåo…sibility ofhit being art/ who zan, or¡sÁtul|? Hi< work certaošy ap’earsçtn Œe empiricüþl7 verifiablem lFad can¹do, —~d be 
uÞ£dnfor, mhnyEphy|ical§activithes.dDn Îtself thiT does>!nything‚bït Òead us intoìa dialoguí aboutwtÖeDatuae,œf art.FIn a ´ene tÕe? 
Xee¤s“a‹primitiÂe. He h;s no idea -ou% art. How i©fit tXÎn$th«t÷we knoAåabout “his a/tivity”? BecausHùhe has toQd usÔô¾ùis vr�ôby 
his actÒoÐs ašteë “his actÝvity” hasƒtakenplace. Thªt Ís, by the\fact khaò he isìwifh several gal§eriÿs, «uts the phyhical rejidueŽo8 
Jis¼ctivi§ inXZuseuìs_(an� s§
Ms 0hem to a¤t collect¦fs – Ñ«À as we ha¬e Bo1nte,µUut, ’ollectors are irrslevant §: he“coôditio¡ ofèa2t” où a wo€kç  
'ha®'Pe deniesëšÀs áorý is art but plÞys the urtist is more tµafAjust O parad,x. Ø?¤rañsecretlÕ feels tha “Yr©,ood” is rr)ved•at 
em“irßc{lly. T†us, (s A…er has statÊdæ Theíeáare no ]bsolutÕly cerÜax� empi¦ical prohoæiôi×¦s39It is only Ý¾utolopie thatÑarå cerpa{n 
EHpiFical¨queYKiC6s 're ³ne and áll hypo he?es, which m{y be onfimed or discrÔdited :n actual°sgnsV xpe˜ience. A4d th¯ 
p?op¹sÙti-n inÉwhi½h we ýpcor ïyu observations Ÿhat ve‰·fy theseÝhypotheseýæPre the–se•ves [yˆothe™eí w_œch are subjecl to the 
�eÅt of furt er ©ne experiønce. Th;süthere is ní f‘n€l propositiinf22 Ié o…her words£ thÍ «–oÚ¢sit×ons ¹*Äart are noB ëàct–hl, b:t Ìnguistic  
¤¦6cha�ac|er ›�t,at is, th d¤do \ot des¼¾ébe the behavior)of physicaó, orùeve� íentalzobâejts; th¥y express yefinitiºns of art, or the 



form¹l [onseque;ces ofâefii?�ons˜of Îît. Ac�ordin4vy, we cÙn say that ®r op‡ratˆs on a�—žgŠY.BFor w† shall see µhat töe chara`tyristÏc 
mark¤¶f a purel4 lãgEca Anquiry i`Øthat it s conÞÒgned with tÁe foíaaš Cons§quencus oPÃourpŸeFnitVoÏss(0f rt) an“³ot with ue¤tions 
of e-pŒri\al fact—0 To õepe"Ú,çwhat ¬rt h¢s in common wií‚$
oÆic an© mõthematics is that it is« tagÿolo™y; i.e.,>the “art ide§”U‡o¥ “work”)øad art Sre èhe same and ~«* b, °pprec(ated as ar@

wi
hout going otside ¤e contexêofkar- fÉr ûâri<ic¦tion 3
On the (therˆhand,fjetÇus consider whY ar ccnKot 
e èor hÅs di©ÚicultyÞwe  pÑ att[mpts(to b‡) a syntKetic proposit£on.!Or, t$at is to say, whenÇtÈe truth or fGôsi§y of its asserRion is 
§Öri6i”
€e on empiricaL Xr¾unËs  
AyÈr st<ts: ü . . TÎe Nriterionïby which Üe €eteÙmine+the öalÀdity of an
aãpiorH or snÌlytÎcalÝproposi~ion isânoÔ slfficieAt to deter:inn Th¨´Lalidty of“an eípi±ical orÜsynt”Atic pŽoposition‹ Foî it Às 
cha1acte›istic ofRemÆiµic l prªpisi÷ioÝ that thõir va1þvÝ½yÎis not #ugely formö_. To say ‰hat  geometrDcañ prÕpositio¶, or a 
sþstem of àeom÷trical prop1ðiJioãs, ús fa"se, çséto çaÖthat it i
 se^f'contraWictTry. Bu) an eLpisi/alÄprooSit$ox,õoÆ "£syste f v—piricalºpro%ositions,pÌay be free fromûcontradiction an sk¯ll{bS alse. It 
is²said to be fal;eº not ÅÄc¶use it i« ‡ormall÷ deCeñtive, but Òeca¦seCit fails to ×atis’yDsome)matetia° criteri7n.21 T×e#unrealit= of  
“reaõistic” art ós due (o its framing asÄa, Ñrt propoition‘incsynthetic termm: one i4 alçays temvte} toò“verWf™” the 
prÐpo6ition+eepirÏally.hRealism’s synth$tjÁØstate doesnît br–ng one¤to a ci'cuxar='wing back i©to a dTlogŒe w\th telarg›r fraˆ¹w¦rk of 
q¤est ons aöoÎ the nature ofäart (as does the qork of PalelÛch, MondriaO vol8ock, Reinhardt, ZarþyÞRauach“nberê, Jo4ns,"LichteÞtÇin,  
WaAh>ln 0Ðde, Ju:‹n FýÉ“in, eWit , Morris, and otñers), but ratjery one is"flu´g outÞof arÏ’% Ýorbt”Ginto tÍË“i`fiûite sØaLe” of [h human 
onditon  
     H  Øhat one ¹inds all t¼roghout the wriýings of Ad ,úi†M¿rdt 
s this very s§milar5tmes¼sno “art¾asƒartR”ÎRnd-tÉatqÁart6iÐ alwa´. deåd, ÈndðÀ sQving’¹Nt is a deceptiªn¡2ï ReBnhardt hat 
avryPcleaæ idea about the na[ure of artõ and his ampotance is f
B fom recognz5d  
Becase fors o« art that av0Ôe c`nsiÀered synthetic pr3poi:iØns are !erifiablO b´ the world, that is to say, ko undeqstand these 
propositions½8ne must leave th tautoæogiwal-lik¸ frÎmHwork o9 art andêconsider “ outsidï” information. Bu¬ -Ú coÑsider it a¥ art qt is 
nScessary toignor²mÕhis same Xutside {nfo¸matiI because o;tsie infvrmation (:xperienti´q�q¨ Âit®es,îto noŸe1 has iªs own intrinsic 
worYh. And to compreÍend rhis wo5th one doe ¨o¯ need a stae of “art¶conditio».” Fr„ 9his iø i eUsÐ¡‚o r�alize that artds viabô¤itÄ is �ot 
connectd to
the presentaton ofÜvisual (or o•her) kinds of ex¨erie“ce. TŽat V an¯mayI3av¢ been one of ardJ„ extraneous ÆunƒÁiona�in `he preced

E/qGentu\iez is /ot un[ikely. AfT>� all,men in even¨the ninete‰nth century liŒed in a éæirly stanþs3’ùzÖd 
ºisualen¦ironmentz T‰at is, \t was írdinaúily preÜiÙt”ble as to ‹hat he wou¸d be àoming 2nBo coè„a ¹ wäth  ayåaf“er5úay. His visÅ2l 
environment in t-I pArt of theHworldÊinZwhich h live40 ²ñs fHiTly consist=nt. In our tim[ weEhave  n ÏVperientially rasticallj r(A¤er 
environment. One ca40 fly ×l` o»Ìõ thU˜earh in a &ptter of âœurs a$d dayst not months. W Þave She cinÊÊa, and ¿æEor televisiÑn, 
as×wel asÒthe ¡DnÁmde spectacpe ÿf the lÑht²of Las Veëas or the skyscraperÝ ~ New±York City*TLeÔh<|e”worwd is=thfefto be ÔeeL, 
and úhÓ whol"´world can watc– m�- w}lk on tXe moon†årom”Hheir livi#g rooms.ÑCertai¤y ÿ t or objects(of painting and sculpture 
cannot÷be¤expected$tð¢c^mpete experien3iall] with this& çÓeÆn¯tôo+ ífõ“use” is rel§vant to rt an2 its “angua~e.” áeœÄly}ehe boxãor 
cu1e f¾r\ has been ðsed a!great deal wWt0in hxe1con"etêof art. (Take for ¯nstancþ its Êse bs Judd, MorrHs, LeWitU, naden, 
m-hh,gBeŽ¦,andMCracken¬c n^Ü even meOtioing$th‚ quantêty of boxeþ and cubes hat cQme üŠter.) The B)föerHncmetweµ\ 
a‡l the varios usesÕ3f—th„häox or cube®fqrm is dirËctly…r_lated to the 40Zfferences in the in‹entions of thª atists.™Fòrtjeï, aC™i 
pørticularly seen in Judd’s work,qthe use of&the box or cube formWill1stÑates verÍ well SÎñ%eDrlieï lai@.that an o·je¬t iÈ onlŽ art whî´  
placed in the context of art  
A 7;w example‰ will p)int »Þis –u3.hOe Óould NyÉthat iÁ Wne†ofágu)d’s box fors was v4en fill“d with deûris¤ seen flaced in a‡inÔust
ial sTttin›,or even m

el|¨seen s³ttingon a wù|eRŽëornºr, it wfuÎd not be"idenêifiÐdšwith aSt. It v•llowsóthenïthat unde=standÊng¯and c‘nsVdera~iT 
ï° {t3s an artwo˜Z ;¹anecessary apriori to vieÒing {t %n odeQ to “see” iz as a work of
- t. AµvanÑe infor<ation aboutmthe cÌncept ofÛart and vbout an artist’Á co:cepts4ic4necessary to the ¾pprc
aZÉonFa{d unde`stÈnd÷ng oè$con†emporary art. Ány a‘dPall Èf —he physicaC att|Fbute› (qualitqes) of coŸtem¤orar` åorÔs, if 
considered separatêlyKaÃd/or pec/€i)a¦ly, Çre irreýÄäant to
the ÝrL concep£. he�aWtKconcept 4as JuddXsaid, though ¥v diªn’t mÊan7it this way) must bé‘consider¶› iÌ its whole´ 
To cþsider0Ø Øoncept’s parts is(invariablyÈtW conWiÓer aºpecUs thatÒÙOe ir+elevant to Utsµarý condi�i n – Ir le radingÓp
rts o
 a definition  
ðIt £omes€as no su"pèise that the Ür¡�with the lFast`4i*ed morphol�gy Ôs t“ exampleRfrom which we decipherÞthe nature of tö$ 
ge¦eral·terß “art.”8For Áê»ŸG therˆ is a contÔxt exising�sepÐ)atel- o its morpUolog( Zndüc«ns¬²ting of išs f*nctDonon> isŽmBre ¦ŽkeyÝ 
t find ResultLþ§…s coZformiYg and pÞedictÄble. It=is Ò¸ modernØart’s possebsion of a “�/nguage” zØth theyshort†st !istor that „he 
plausibility of Ü‹e ab›ndonment of tþ Hanguage” bÁcoÇes mUst Âosribèe. It iÅ PÓderqt©n’able then thtt the art tha came´out oÕ 
We$ternÄpa)nting anP†scuptur½ is the°Vost enïÊgetic, ¾ueätioning(oÁ its nature), and Ó*e-l4as  assumÈng oBall t%e ºenerLl “art”øco-
cerÜsï In th9 âiUal ~nalysis, hÁwever,%±ll of the a¤ts³ave buêinÄ?it
gß£stðin’s Êerms) a “0¢mily” òesembºazãe  
Oe  �he vriousYqualiƒiesÞrelatabll to aÍ àart condi¶ionºpossessed by p¤e¶ryó the novelÈ the0CineÂ~Î XhÈtâe
tre, and vari.us ÷oZs of þusiï, et., is t[at aspe t gf them mo}t ‚eliÛble to  Þe funcÊionoof art ½s¶ç(serted here  
Is not the decline oi poštryÝ‚elatable to theimpjiedmetaphrNics from poetry’ use of “c·mTn” laØguane_ah an£arN äangÆage?24 In New 
York §he last Gecadenå stages of poetry ca1 be seen rn the<”oçe by “Concrete”poetÏ recent¿ytoward™Lhe Àse of actÓal objemts and 
theatre2540Can it be that they feel the unreality of theGN t f¦rm?        Còe seí noÒ t©atthe axioms of a geím‡try vrF1impy 
definitions,âandËthat the·thõorems -f aùgeometry are simply the log8calconsequenceX ì these def¿nitions. A çeo{etry isHot fn itýelf  
aboþtQp40ysicalgsq¶<e; iQ ´ts3lf «t cannot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anythßng. Butcwe cU° use a weometry äo rsmsin about pÓÛ6iQal 
sàaceÔ Th?t s fo say, once we havÜ -ivn the axiomsõaÇphysical interpret?tionz we canþvroceed to aøply the tÛeor]ms t÷ tÈÎ obj#c
¢s$«hih satisfÍ Â
e xioms. Whut
er a geometry‡can bè açp1ied tobthe c¼ua� physical Àorld o€ «ot, is n 1xpÙ…i£al quòstiK¸{which falls outsid´ the scope ofAgeûmºtry  
itselfz Áherg Âñ no sense, therŸfore, in sking-�*�chEof©the variout geo>etriesØknwn to us •reFfals: and whi¤h2are trà›. S¤sofar as they 



Öreæall{fre from c#ntrdictionä theyTare all true. =h/ prÌpoitiƒn which st©tes thaM a×cert¬in a!p[icatÃon o¦ a geomJu�y ià posib[ehis¿not  
itgelaòa prŠpçsitvn}of th¦t+geometry. All *hat the geomtry<iisefºthlls us is that if°aûyzhi
g can be ür’ught '¢derÊt
e definitions, it wilY a²so La£isfy &he th9ÜÐems.wIt is tÝešefore‚F pureµò logzwl ]ysem, and Pts prÖpo²stions ÈNe¢AureIy·nal¼tiâ 
púopÊi™ions.#_A. ´. Ayer26 HcrŠÅhen I propose restÇ the via«ility of art. Qn akà:ge Ìysn trad+tionLl  ¯i·osRphØ Tsfunrealýecase oÌ Øts 
assumptons,tartSs abiñty î¢ ex\st will de.?ndúnñt onlŠ  n itsÚn/t peÙf^rmNng Ê–�rvice1– aŒ enertai±ÿent, visuiE (Žr ¾theC) exp“rience, 
or decoratêon – w�ic³ is something easil7 replaced by kits#h cult—re, Bnd technology, bŠÂ, r4her, itJwiSl âemaiÇ #iableÜby not 
assumigµa ùhilosoph‚ca stance  for in r¹’s”²ëIque charac er is the capacity to remaU ¹aloof frùm ¥hilosodhicül uÀ\ments} It is in this 
¤onžªxtÜhhbm Wrt shareÛ siilariies Jith loëic, mathematács, =nd, asúwell, scie=fe. But whe°eas tht otCer edeSvors a8eÈu¤áfìl, art is 
not. AYt ind4eO exisÐs for its own sake† 
ãIn -hi> period of_oXn, after philos~h7 and religio”, artFmay possibly beío+ end”avor )ha
 fulfillœ íhat another aDe might ¨ve calledÔ“mTn’s s$iµCtual ne˜ÚñK”ÿOr, ayo•ÙCr way .f"putting i… might be tÃat ar deals analogou-
Dyxei:hŒth st¥teýon th.ngs beyoÚd ph§sics¼ wher§ philosopkÒ had t$ make asserðion
. ènd -rt’s str&ng h is tIat eve4ãtµe preceding îentence is 8n assertimn/ nç c~nàt be verifi d by art� 
Art’s oµly claim3Us for art¯ Art iò thu«efini/ikn of art  
æ       NO-ESV 
NReprin=edj41rom Studªo)Int$rnatdôn«lÔ(Oct´®er, L969) 
1 MortonãWhitŠ,p@he Age of Analysis (Newä:~rk: M„ntor Books), p. 14 �#
2Ibid., p. 15  A
3 Ižmean•Ðy this Existeätialism ën÷ PheÓoJ©nlogy. ;ven Mežleau-Pÿ°ty, wiBh?h¡s midd¦e-of-the-roaÊ posátion —e�ween empüricusD 
Ønd ratioæaiûm} cünnot Áxprec™¨his philo§ophy�Üithout the—useòof words (th=s using cKÕceàts); and followìng this, how ca! one 
discEss exUeröencœ 4it out¶sha?p ßistnc
ioâsx–etweeØ ´urseoves a¢d he wþrld? 4 NirõhamesjJ¿an, Physicsßan~¼Philosophy (A8nûArbor, Zi�h.Ò Unýv¤rs8ty of 
MichigånSPress), pg�17  
5 IbiH., @. 1+0  
6 IÙid., p. 190  
i ohe task such philo€ophv has tìken u+Ï¥ its8lfNis the only_“function” it cøuàd p˜rf,rm wiÉhou2 making phil$s^phië §ss¦ötion= �
8 Th0R is íe}lt!wi
h in te¨ following sectio2  
« I wuld lRke µodÃak¤ it clear, however, úhaTI intend>toùsueak for ÅoGone Ôlse. I arrivedÅa…›tpese!coclusions alon,Rand ändóed, it is  
®rom thés th¿nkiYg th/t 4y at since 1966 æf«not mefore) ev"l5e…. O"ly recent;y di
 Irealize afÀerÑmeeÐing Terr AFkinson that hê and Michþ¿l B
ld"in shaoe sDmilar,Œth ugh c<Âtainyœnot identical, opinion{ to ±ine  
1÷ W˜b_ter’s NewBDærl ”icti|n
ry \½ t¾Ç Xmerican LaÄg¾age  
1í •—esconceptual level of th• work oØ KÑnn¹^huNolŠþ¯ù Jules Oùitski, Moœris Louis, Ron þavis, ¬nt%ony³C›rî,–John Hoyland,âDan 
CªfistensenÄ ete×ê, is so dis´allÖ `ow, t(at any th-t is tûre is supplØed bÚ the crit˜cs pr‘moting it. T£is is seen’lëµr  
1t MichaXl Fied’s reaso·s for using îreenbergCs)rationale reflect his#bacÓgroun+ dand mostçof ðhe othe> -ormalist criti{s) as a 
¦schola±,” buttmore of it¸šs d#ˆ to his des rez IŸsuspec*f to bring his sc1ola9l\ s<x ie} int tÈ9 moder§ wzrld.ýO–«gcan eåsily sympathize 
withxhis0desire ”o
conn½ct, sayk Tieî`lo5with Jules Flitsƒi. Åne6should never for¨et, however, th›t a hisöoÂiaÆ loves hisÃo¤y ³ore th0n anythiÐ ¯ even a=t 
13 Lu
y Lippard useC th–s q”Ì¦ation iê a «`Jtoote to Ad R²inhardt’s r9t3oˆpe¼tiveµc—ta<ogue, Januay, '967
 p.å28  
14 L˜[y ippa5D, “41onstellatián by Hars) D._light: The Wêits=y An:ual,” HXdsoG Review, Vol. æÄ No¬‹) ‘Spng, 1ê28) |
n5Arthur R. ñoØe, ŽFour IÐterÝeww,” Arts MÀgazine&çebáuary,×1969)  Û!16 ¨s Terry Atâ�son
Ïointed out i“ hiý introd²ction : {rt-anguage (Vol.•1, o.1),ethe CubŠs²»Xnever qu)stionedÑiä–art had Úorvhošogicaltcharacteri!ticž,¡but ›�i–
h ones i p1inting wÍre accep„;bke æ
ñ17 When someoneç“b]y�  a 7avin�he isn’t Í�ying a light show,@f¯) if¨he was ‰e could Œust go to aËhardùa€Ÿstore a¯d Wet the 
¡oodsTfoR consid»rXb�+ Sesp. HQ isÒ’à “bu:ing” anythông. He is sDbsidizing Flaiin’s xctivit7 as ‰n artx§t  
J18A. 
« ·ßer, Language, „r/th,-azd Logic (Nw rk:ÑDover Publi1atÏons), p. 78  
19àIbid., p. 57  
2 Ibid.£ p. 5E zÔ1 IbiŠ., p.90  
2_ I½id., p; 94  
2ž AÆiReinharWt×s retrospe§tiv… cata²gue(Jewish useum§ JanuaRy, ü967) writven by Lucy Lippa‡d, p. 12ÝÏ
2Ë ItUieŽpoet¦y’s use of comm]nNlang¨age to attem«tqºo H¤y the unsayable ïha‘Eis problmÈGic, not÷any ®nåerent¼probleÏ€i¹¼hîusê of 
l¦nguage witrÄn the cont¶xtTo¨¼artrÒ25 Ironically, ÐaØy of ûhe‹ícall ™hemselves “¬“nceptua€ Pwets.& Much of 
this€worŠQisgve�WTsimiìar t§ WÓlkeó“de Maria’s Èoœk ad t“isóis notñcoincidenta§; de‰Mari›’s w”rk]functions as aÍkind of “object” 
àûetr¢, and hV7in¬ee®ios9are very poetic: he*reaø6ySwantshis work to þh¼nge men’s l]veœ  ï
26 Op. ciˆ., p. j2  
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 The factthat it Øa\ recentl˜ become µashiúnab<e forž4hyFiÙis2s Èhemselves to be symZDtheticÿtQwar’ religion §
. . mark½†thmˆphysi%i�[®’ own lkcÛ 9n confidencedi& Uhe valiVit  f òheir hy_ot©eses, w“ich is a'reLction on thi' parœ òrô‚ thH 
antirelig¼ous dogmatism of Â4neteenth-cenuêy soienÃiÙ—s, a\³ a Íat ral ou1ome ož the cris°s throug§óhich physic!‰has juÁt pÄAa,Ý. –
A. J. Aynr. . . . oFce one hasöunderst.od 8he Trctatu` t\eŒe $ill b· noãt…mptatpon i concerF Æneself anyÄËrí with •iloõo®hy,î‹hš„h 
isxne+ther empiri³al?like sciÎnce nor ¹a_toloæical like mµhepaticc; oH´will, like W|ttcens§ein iH Š1ô ÷bando p#loO’Ìhƒ, which, as-
trvdntionaly understo[d, is r[òed in¦conu1io.  



–J. O. årÞ%)n  
TrÎditLoÈa~ phlo
“7hy, almos^ Ey defÖ
ition,ZhasíQoTc:rÀ-d Útself with the u¬sûld.The nea‘lÖ çöclusie !ocus
oîðthe said by –w´ÜûieÅE-denÃ*ry analytiTal lÒnguistic p‚iloÍophers¼is tÏe sharSf ûonteïtion tT
tEtheUu0aid is unsaid ¤eÁaMse it isSun-ayabO¿. regelianÉÁhilo&ophy #<Fe sen+e!ùn thŒ n
µteeÊth ’ew#-rò and m�st›have b‹en soot]ing to a
ce�ªury thMt w°s barely Öettn¼ over �umh, the Enlight³nFent, and KCnE.1Hegkl¶s philosophy¹wasýalso capblù of givingµcov§r for 
aœdef³WsÉ6ofkœeligious belieÉs, spplying a^ \ltcrn$žä¤e to Newtonian ec§aéiÂs, and‹fiting inwB³ t2µ growth of/history ¤s a disciplšne, 
as½welþ as acceptin DarwiniŸn bi}loÇy.2 óe a•peabedóto giXe an‘ac¹eïta¢le resolution to t?e conþlict bÿtween‰th‹ology and science, 
as well I
ø5he reÖut of Hegel’] influence has been tQat_a‘ÉPe
t majorèty ofQc¦îtmporar« philoop>ers [re really li¸tle 42ore thanêhistorians 'f pilos)’py, Ldbrarians Çf the Trut5,Kso tT speak. 
Oneäb¾ginx to get the impresxô‘natha  ¢here W)sÞnoæh
ng more to b` sa,Ž”And c‚rtainly if one reilizes eh˜ iöôlLc|¤ions of Wi}Øe�sÊein’s 7hink}ug, a&dxthethinkiTg ”ntluÈFcedË•y%himáand 
afôr hifE “Co;tinental”^pZiloæophy neeu nÀt ée†iously be co�iAerRdÜSere.3 I
 there a re—son fvr th& “unreality` ¯f /‚i�†÷ophy in^our tú—b? ü†×haSs Õhis can be ans¿ered Ly laok·ng;into te �ifferŠnce být¼een ošr 
†ime a~d ohe Henturies pÞedÉding us.{In the va” man’  c)[cluÐions about the;worÃd were bfsed on þhe÷vnTorß°ion Þe¶haXêabout it –  
ifŽ ô^ specifgcally 
i:× vhe empir¨cisÈs  Àen gFnerally lœketh— rationÂTiàäsØ Ofte[ iâ fact, thà[lg.enes be±weª( sienc, and philowp<y wadÖso great that 
scie.ÄstÏ and philYsopher¢wŸre 3ne and t»e same person.(In fat, from tHe¥timƒs ofcT¶ales, ¹ic×rus, Heraclitus, and Aristotle to 
Des9artes and Leµï�i.z,$“the grÊa§ =ames in phiTÅsoph’ were oft[n gre&t names in science as well{”? That tÏe Ñl¸ ¬Â perceived 
bytwentiÛth-centryºÎc?eMºe§is a vËtly different one t!å> phe oRm of ¯tj preÍeding c£ntury¶ noÅx ôot be proved há¨e. »s it posshEleN 
then, that iÔ#¶•fectman has learn-dú\o puchr 3nd hDs 3Jntelli™ence” is su–h, that ae¸Äannot bOlieve the reasoning o4 tradºtionA ‹philo

opõy? ThaÞ perhapï he knowsUtaoúmuüf a‹out tbe worl  tÅÒmake1ãhÍse kindsdof onclusions? As ‘ir JampÈFJÌans 
Ó=s�‘taMei:<. µ . Wpn p§§Ð‹sophy has availed i¢clf ofthe resœlt]zof scØenQe, t has nft Ëeenáb3NjorèwAng tôe abstact Daœhemat¬cal 
des¼Üiptionkofhth  Úar×ern o8 events, but y bgrrowrn4 8he then curenÍ pi±tor %l desîÐiption of thêsÝpattern; thus it ha¹ no` appro?
riated certažn k_owledg„ 
ut +on[ectures  
T9¼Deco¦ject_res were oftõn /ood enouÍh¹o· tYe ma -Kize  worldw’but'not, as we nÏw knowÌ¥for;those �lti§te ‘r¢cessescof øazure 
which conhro§ th $a£penings o¶ heƒmÎn-sÄzed Co^Ld, and brinh us XearäCt to the tráeZnatureoN re lity�5  He contiues: ONe cns

quence of t="K is that th[ suaûdarU¹pWilosophic°j disc>ssionc of many problems, suc‹Òs hose of Ûausality and free 
äiÅlJoroÿïmater
alism or mentalis, re based o… aO intêrpreîaton ` ¥hÓ |“tÿern o events]which is ¤o lóngeu`ténYbl·. ^he scieçtificFbðsis öffthes¼ older 
dÙscussio¶ïhasrbeen
waghed Øay, and withtheirØdšsÓp(earanÉe hJve gone al¯ Lhe argÇ„ents ... 6 =he tweætie’h c²Ìt
ry b*9ut in ½ tLmB«that couí- befcalled “the eTd¡of philos phy`and the beg+ln7n of Grt  
” I±ao öo mÌan that, of course,ä%t—ictlycspeakn„, bu3 rather añ®the “tendÝnc~”Æxf theÉs×tuatin. {erÜainly lingxistic [hiþosoph can SG 
con_ider-d the hÌij Þo empi%42£ism, uut it’à.a p÷ilsophy “n on" <eRr.7 And tcere ðs ertainly an “arj cendition” êo ‡rt p¬eledi¶g 
Duchamp,`but ¡s otherHfunctÐonóoØ reasons-to-be areˆso:p]onzunced týat t¡%abi®ity äo 
¸B§tioL clæar–yo-s art Uimits t arÍ condi¶®onÜsoödraótically that i�2s onl%ámi0ially a/t…8 þnfn  mecƒanastic s+]s§ is th¶e a connection 
betwe[n phÔÿosophyçs “hôding”^and artµsC“óågd¥ning,” but I don’tî#nw thiÈ-occuŸrence entirelyÇc-incid.nWül.þThough thóÞsÌme 
Úeïsoes may be reêponsiblç orýbot= occu›reuces, theôÙØnneZ±ion is made¨by me. I bringt]s al upòto analyze artusÒfunct-“n and 
suØsequenty its vi§bilit¶Ë An¯ I doÆso\to enable others o uŽrersQand t<e reasÄninÔÖof rø– and, by ÐxtIhsion, o]er artists’ – artD a well
¢to provide a clearer unŠerstanding of he ter “Cøn]e_]ual artë€– 
7
GHŽfTjNCTION OF ART 
_\The main!qua# f¸catŽonF\to the lXÌser posi iQn ofâpaiptimg is ¯• a©van‹es in Žrt arI cerÉ2Înly(Üot al\añs fõrÐal ones.–Do•ald„@Édd 
(1963) "
Half:or more“ofŸt…e best nõw wmrk in th� lás.£feO years‡hYîòb¯en—ne@U|er pai+÷inŒ no� sÆulpture<W–Dinald Judd (1965)  
Every:hing Äculptþre áýs, my work doesn’=
 
–Dona¹d¾Judd2(19�7S  
The
idea becomÕs a maci¹e that mãkes the arl1 –Solw"�Witt (1965)ÂThe one·hing to sdy about a~t is that it is oneUthingÉ Art is at-asðart 
and everyzing else is ïíerythingŒelse.ôAr®Las ³rtŽis nohing $ut artË§
?A-t¨is not wh t is no ar=.ô–A: Æ¶inFardtû(3963) Ü
˜he meaniŠg is Ñhe use
†–Wit#genstein  šäA mo)e func7ional•app§oach to the ‘tudy of cofdepts has tendeÜ toXrep+aÂe he mthod f iRtrospeVtio£. Instea? of 
attemptingxtO gra0p 4r desrie concepsÐbarD, soÊto speak, the lsycuo�Îgis£ inv¶st©ga$bs the£wa6 in 
{ich Å‡eË©funtion as*in4redëÚntsÞin öeliefx and Ön judgÞ™nt¹  
42–ÏrÏin™ M. Copi  
MeaœH*g s!a‚wÃys a W¨e„plos�tio‹3ôf functlon� ^
–T†ûSegerstedt  
“ . . tøe subÎ¬Ut matta ‚f Cþ^cept‹aleinv[sSigaFion} is EhïŠmea‚ingZf §er‡a›n words nd exp§UssionsÈ– a´d nŸt tŸ¹ thi.gs an s®tž 
ofÛaffair them}»lvesIabouý whichíwe talk,whea using thsY w:rÏµ and expr(s o]s  K
GG.. VonÚWrg9œ \
Thikiòg¥ia ra%ically metap2:ri!m LGnkag™ byèanaTogy is it2 onstituenÖ l42w or p.in�iple, its c„usal Qexus,�si³c¦ meanin��Énly
ariseZ throÉgh �he—au#al cotexts by which afsqgn!smanXIÛfor (tkõs Ihe pla#e of) an�instaúcM ofauso
t. To¹thvnk f B‚ythin] isß²oÂta™åŸt a@  á a ›
rt (;s a such anGÝuch)8an"„thae “as° bïinds Kn (oÝenly o` mn disguise) hhe an(lgy, ühc4öaraCûel, theómetapçoric Ù‹apple or grouny or  



gras] or *raw²y wIich al–n� he miŒn ™ak¸s hold. It@tèkes)no hold if t|úreÕis ‹orhing f»r it to hau� from, f¶r is thOnuingtis lheÒhaul, Che 
atraction of lkes  
]:I. ¿. =ic}ards  
ZIË this Æ”ctðon ( w™ll dis[uss the teparat¢43n etweìnaest¼Ðui–s a·d krï; ~onsideä‡br1efly forˆali¼t 5rt (because „î il Ç leOdiGg 
wroponentPofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art), and asÿerFïtÇat art s ½…aÜog-us tõ an§#nlytic propositi©z, an. that itæis art’s`ex÷àtence 
aŽ a tautoëo¬ë that en”bµes art to ÑemaQn�aloof” ”ro� pilæhophiÅal _rðsÚmp*iûn,43{
@ _Ó   —It is necssary tošsepšrate ašsthàtic: Mrom art bec®ue²æ?sthetics Áeaµs /ßth opên™onu)on†í§ception of Oe world ingeneral¹ 
Cnthe ¿ast one op 3hÀ t)o pro£gs‹of—ârt’s function w›s üt: valuÁ as 
ecora-ion. S” any ³ran“RQof !hilo—áphÃ tha dealt wxthm“bea“ty” and thus
taste, w�s ineviTËbly ûuty boun4 þ+ dis7uss art aswel
  
Out ‹f this “hÎbï”[grew the notionDthat}thereâwasPa concîpíÏal connection beÌw3¼n &riÔanÛ aesthetÌcs, whic0–is no trueÒÖ#i, i´ea ne†år 
dŠÁ¦icalºy°coöSicteC with ørtisticAc‡nsiderations :ef§re 5e*e’tvtšme, oo” ánl because thµ morpholgical characÎeristà…s ofÅ¸rÌ  
perpetuatddPthe con[inuitô Óf thiÌ error, but aªwe>l,43û,case]toe'a£pa¥Úxt otherL“functi±ns” o_ artþ(depictio� of reliViousÔth´mes, 
porthaitÚre of aristoc·atÃ, detailing oœ arÚhitectur¶á etc.) ŒsA›�art to¯c7v-r ¸p Ö’t  ³¥Bhen obje<ts Vre Ìreentedøvßthin thecontGxt o3-
ùrt (çnd ´nt^l ÜecentiŽ object4 alwa8{ have been use:) Dhey are§as eliÒibl? f[r ae
thtc considerýtiôn &s are any objeò0ˆ in the world, an¶Ïanùa¸sþ†eti¼ cònsiderati'n µf a˜ oÔje˜teai
tin) on the realm ofart eans tha· thö ob¤ect’Ÿ eNB’te¤y” :š funZtioniBg in¤an art ÐontexÙ Ås iÇrzÜµvant xo the e¸stŸÒtic �udYment  
The rel«Íion ofša£sthetics tí=art is not unlUke thatBo¹ aesthetics ·o arch]tecture©n-that achitecture has a ve©y[sÙecfc f[ncion Dnd hzw 
“good”<ts dõsign is is prim%ril¤ ƒÕated to how well it perf"rml its fun
tion. ThÖ-; judgments on what¸it ook like ë[rresÖond t” ta÷e,Âand ºk cMn ´ee t”atÜ
h orghouŸ«Ëistory di66e{ent ÑxamplLs of arc3itec„ure a¼e2Qrased at diffeýe¶b times dpending on tx¹ aeÅthetics ofYÏaticular 
eKochs. Aesthetic thiykingãha™å·vûn43gone s) fFr aW to �ake ½x×mples of archivecture not reïated to “ar±” at‰all, workè of Qrtin 
(he¼sel�es (¡.g., thâ pyrÝmid6of Eg>pt—  
Aasthei�ùînsideKa ions Òre Ändeed�alUays ext aneoub to #n obj ct’s funØtio² or �u¬aÏoO-toibe” Ulessof›cVurse,«tha™ 
object’s reason-to-beLi- >trictly ¹esthú<ˆc. AxEexample of a pôrely a²¢thetic#o§jqcœbis a dûcorative object, for Ecoratio)’Û pÙùmÑry 
funcŒion isZ“to add somet'ing t‰, sÞ as toÌm�ke mo”e aplractiªe; adorn; o“namenÌ,”10 atd this rÆlÐtes dørectly÷tItastö  
AndôtFiÚ leaSs ßs Rirect§y tV “formÒ|ist” Lr™ and cri?iËism.11 ForÎalis�art (-ainting an> ¶ Ê(‰tÞre) is the v@nguarÀ oÎ

d�coration, and, strictïy sp�akiâg, one coÄld reason´b„y asserg�t~at its aµt condition #s¸sÖ minima* t™aý for all•functiœnal 
pup=seE iË ™s not art at all, buÍ pre 3Òe¹cisesWin aesthetAcs/ rbove all thiÞgs ClŒmen† Greenbrg ˆs the citic of tas‘e. BehiAC every 
oÅe oè hi• dncisions is n aestÝetiX¶Óudgmežo,'wit† thoseNjudgmen˜s refUecting his3tas43e  
NndÅwhÔt woes h–sùtasˆe reflecte Th,Ñperiod hekgre¤ u© in a a critic¿ the pDriod e§eal”;fr h›ŠÞ the ifteà.ëw How el×e can oneaúcount 
f½r, Yizen ®isótheor}eÆ – if ¡hey dav~ any logic to th~m‰aÉ ¦ll _ hisdisi8teres÷ in Frénk Sfe la, AdßReinhardt, Óed othÕrs7aõ;licaERe 
to his his©o’ical„s¤heme? Is it becaºs°ghe is “. . . basically ‡]mYaÝhetic oç øerso$aûlyÒexäÓrienti÷l ñ\ouÄds”?3LOr¢ in o4heräwnrd, 
¨the_r worI d¿esn’Õ¦uit hi tas•e?” Ëut ¸n the¯p˜ilosophic tabula r*sa o art, “i˜ sLmeone calùs it_art,” aq þonêWd has caÞd½ “Êts aUt.”  
iive\ tå™™, foÙlalistDpaiŽting and_sculCture can be granted _* “çrtçconaition,( but .n@y by vúrtue ofdt-eir¶pre entarionÄin tÉrms 
of�th�ir órt idea (eŸg., a reZtangulŸr-shapÔå canvûsÛsär’ched oòer oodenRsuòpÝrns 6n�Kswained w÷th sch a}l such cÂlors, us]ng 
Whch and suchøform43, giving˜s7ch (nd sucs a«vWsua€ exÛerie™©e> etc.y. If �ni lfosÂt oÇtempor!r Àrt in this  ught one rŒalizes 
th“ minim�l=cr„atiµe efftrt töken 1n th�üpart of � rmalist arñis�s spJciÌicaïl6º and Mll painersâans XPòlptors (wo‹kina as suYh ÍUday)Ôgen
‰rally* 
43Si] bCiìgsÖus to¾the rea-çzatiµ ÓhatìformalËst×art ónd critiT¤gmÿaccepts a
†a deintion of m-t one tha  exists&solúly .n mrphol™gica; gouns.ßz¯
lÂ a vasŸ quanV3mX of similad ookingÊo
je¯ts orXimages (or visually relatem objects -r Žm4Püs) may seem to be re…atedor »Hnnected) becauûñ³’f a siìilaity o6 
visual/þxèerieŒtial “readinÏ’Û”¤Bne caÒnot cçai< from thiË aS artØstic or con3eptual rel�t!onsh7p×´
   †„   The funci"n oñ :rt, ¶s a �uestion,'wax eö�st Åai;ed >yóa‡ceÚü8c÷aèp. In facê iy is Mar$el guchamp wÆoö we òan cr9ditM
´Íth`gäving‚a¦t its oÑéidentity.O(One can ert«inly see a endÉncÂ towarf thisesµ-identific„tion ofaŠ¶t bégáningówith ManÞt and Cézannå 
t:ough {o Cuðism,16 b;¹ their works are ¾i/id and ambiguous ‘yÃcom)aris¥n with D¥Nhamê’s.) “Moder–¨art andüthe work before see:|d 
connectedvy v¡rtue of t`eir àor
hology. Another wa\ ÿfGputting¥it would be t at artÁsž“languag`” remainedçthAûs°me, ?ut it was saying new hings. She evI’tÈthÈt ma|
eçc€nceivabte the rea9uzation that it was Ÿos´ibleœoö¯soeak anZther?lánguagR” and stiêlëmMeåsense in ažt 
waW¼Marcel(Ducøamp’s firsÜìunZsÃisted Read-made O!
W~th the unassistedR\ady-mcdek art &hýged ?ts focus�fromAtheQform ofthe lanñuage2t$ what was beung ¿ðBd.7?h[ch means that iy 
ØhanÁed th˜¤nPtureÿof art fºom a³¡uµsßio~ oy ôorphology to a queÁtion of fuFcæ€on. Thi' changá – one from “g¶0
ar�n¥e¦ €o “
ogc"|tion” – w‡s the b¢gin;ing of “mÝern” ™Á and the 43íµìn:yng of conceptRal art8 A~… a&t {aš/erÚDucham�) is ±onceptûal žin naturª) 
becÈu,eMaIt ’Æly Å.ists�concepäuaüly Ç
The “value”\¹f par¨ic·Yarïant[stP afYer DuchDmp ³an ‹â2weighed accoùding hë how much tÒe> >ueK…#oned hz n
ture #! art; whEch ƒs an‚t¸r uay of say\ng “w4at they addeû t¶ theØcBncÐp<iÉn äfŸartŒ or what 
asn’t there befor± tPey starEedp Artist¤ questhon the natFre ofèar¤ø pr‡sŸnµinw †e5 propositions as to ~rt’sVnzture. ALd to do 
this one cannot concern oƒes¢lf wi¤h the handed-d(wn “lanƒuake” of !rÄditio‰aœ7ar½, s 8h+> activtx is ™aseddon the assumption 
What¥þh]re ¤s onfy one wByùo}¤œramÃng ártÛ2r6pžsit÷
Fs. BÛt the very stuff of art is indeedbgrea)l\ �elated to Ÿcrea_ing” new pûo‚osiš:ns  
T� c@se Vs otenÁmÎÒj – 
a¶ticRlam’y ¸n refaRenceÞto Duchamp 0 ^hat objectÖ of artI(such as the H'ady-maVes, yf Úovrne, Œ¤ Sll a
 is `mplied in this)F9re jÞdge
 as objets d’art inëlater years‘aµd”the aTtists’ inHentions becom eÅremÕva@t.+luch
anÿargtm{n isÕte cÐ’e #f a preconãeived notionò¢r:eru}† together not nesessa¹ilñ relaöed factsÖ ThÂ
Xint
is this: &stxeti¯s, as p -ave pontÔd oÒ',3are;conc£ptually i#re0Uóani t. üÌ-  
Thjð, k•y physCc’lthÛng ca¿ bßco Ï objet db�¦tŽ thatöis tÞ—$y, cn îe šonsidšre  Zstefuw, aesthetically p”easing, etc. But this =as 
no#barin— 1nàthe  bject’sgapplic tion to an art ontext; hòt 



s, iªY fu�cviƒning¤in an arñ „o†teœt. (E.g·0!if aM%ollector t–ªes a÷pai`³ing, at“Qches egs, and©u;es ¼t ÜM a din{ng tablebiØ’s an act 
uÅrilat¿dºIo art or the artist»becãus,É4s art, that waán’Ò t£e;artisX’s intentiok.) It is ôbviouÃ ÷øe°Ét°atU¢Ørmalist c-Stc)sm’s re6iÃnce 
ãn morphoƒ:gØJlýads–¿essar l„wit& a bias toward th§ morphIlogyÀof traditional artw Apd ijthis sems tDeir criticšsm BsÉµ!t related 
‚œ h “scieût·ficçmethÂï” ¡r any±soBt o\ ôpiä (sm (as MichaelFJœd,6ßitÒ ¡is deta£leµ d™s(riptions of paintings'and othðr 
“schalaWlj”„Ðaraþhernalia wouæí w–nt us  } belÂeve).÷Fomalst criticism is nk more tÆan an analysis Þfþthe phyÑicaŠ adtTibutes oÕ 
ømrz˜cular�o×je�ts %h¦t hèpp7n t–iexist i1çaum®rphol‹gical conØÛx-  Bnt ùhisôdo¥sn’t dL any k@owledaº (oÕïfacts÷ to our 
un¶úrskanýing of the nature or func–ion of ara. <nd neither does it2kîm¶en¨ on£whet
er Zr not theqÓbjectqyanalyzedxrH…evenè
<rks$#f Órt, in thãt—for´alist critics olways ¨yˆas½ the concpÜual egume½t in woßks of aî5.áxachl¹ why they#do’t¶oõenton tû cohcep—Gal 
elHmebt in worsFf²¾Ft i¡ precisÏly be’ause¼formaóist ar‰ is only a9t b• vitue íf i«Øes
mblanŽe to øarlier works AfÃart. ¹t’sa mindleOs art  Or, as LucQ Lipæard so s‡ccin÷tlbcdÏscrie‡ J²ˆes O¬×tÝkñ’s paintivgs:rthæs’re 
§isua® M)44ak.514 F‡rmal…st4cri6icsžandÁórtists alSÝÌ do not †ue‡tion¶t¯e nature of aÅt, but a� I”ha0ê said eãseNhere: Being 
an]aYtiet n©w mxans to question thevnatue of art. gf ne ià quÏstio-ing -h8 nabu³eÖof©paintiŒg, one Jannot beëq*e›boni  the 
natgr{ oæöar»ý I®¿an Artist a•òptsLpaivtOng (™r s‹ulpture) he �s accepting the traditioF that goes ñith×it. T„-l’s befauseátüeoword art  
és{gen¯ra«aßd the word Œaijting is specifiÙ. ¼¶i–ting Q © kiI´ of amt  
êf yQu make¸azntingsryou”a†eYalready a‚-epting (notvŸs±st\/ni†g)Ôthe nature ëf a¶t. On' is th0 accepting tht nture of Çrt 
to(be«theEroï¶an týaditioR of a pFin›ing-sulptuie [iÝhotoky.15|T™e strongest objection one caE r«se¡a˜<inst a morphological justiic…tion 
for%tr†Ú÷tional art is thatÌmorphŒlo—icalänÍtions of asõ úöbod4œan impled � prio‘i›conceðtÊoÿ ar44’s/possibili44i¯Km Aÿd such CG 
a§piori co„óeptof the9nsóuremof¾arœ (as 4eparate froJsanFl—tically fr|me£Var pr‰pãsitions o¶ “workƒ” which I will dsÁuss lat}rˆ 
makeÊ it, inœred aÕ3PiÛi: imposüible to ques–ion the nÕture of art. And tis UuestionžngÊof ¨he naSure ff rt\ÿ& a ¯ery-i©portantÂ}onc/4t 
in understadin‡ theófunction oÊ art  
   ñ    And wHtúholds ðrue forêDuch!mp’s¬+„rk applKes aW wƒ to mosNbÉf çQe art£after him. ¦| otÄer wþ'ds, tø‡value of?±bis� – 
orGinÂv÷nce – Çs it• iea in the re�lm ofíar , }ot tYe phDsi‚aÙ ¸r HÕC-al qSaliies ¯een²in a s�ecific paint®nò or the›parÂicularizaio](of 
cert*+nco›=rs I‡ s44pes orætheFe col:usÏ¹nd shapesuare Ùhe artÜstlìnguage,” nt its mü™ning¨co�cepÿuaél- as art. TB loo! upon 
arCâb:st “wasterwork” nzw¾as -£t i¬ nonsensicÙl  concep–ally speaking, as far as art is concernld. (That Misual in²oxma,ion tGat 
²jµ nique inÂþubismás laœguage has now bePn îenerallK absorÒed Ënd h.sþa lot to doš¼ithþthe way in�h=cG ¢ne ‘eaòs ‹tŠ painting 
“lingùistic(ll€..\[$.g.,
hat a ðubist pa€nti2g mea”t exÏerim’neallyÊand cotceptïalYy ˜o¿ sa¤ŽÚGertñude St;…n, is beon® ourÏspecu^Òtioø becauŒe�the sam_ 
‚:int¦g theã“ueŒnt” some²hing d©fýerenÈdthan%it 7oesˆnow.]) Û$e;nalUe” now òf anHorbg1naÿ Cubzst p’inin
 is –Ct unlik� iá mosg re®gectŽ, an original¯anuscrip| by LÈ°d Br‹n, or TZe pirit of St. Louis 
s×it is#see©^in=thÝ–SmithÏonian Insqitu$9oä ‘
(n~ee9, 8use+ms fiyl tse=Rer\ samT uÈction as the S$´thson˜þn‰nstitu6[on – W0y els� would ëhÔ#JeuÚde Paume wi«g of the LoRvr 
exhibit Céz�nneãs and Vaf ¤éghÜstpa¸ett®sas pHoudlP Ås they ºo the)ü pailtnÕ?) ActuŸ
 worŽs oû agt are littleoãore tha± hiStori’al curiosiAieè. As ftr . art3is co¡cerned Van Gogh’s pain+iNg| aDek’x wor£q any more th÷~ his 
{al»tëe is.µTheyfare b‚th “üÏllector’s items.”17VArt Ê™iJes” throgskinflue
HÖng )ther art, nt Œy exsting a“ thqÓphysical residue ofÎaÒ a[tist’s ædeaÂ The‘reasoŠÖthân diffeSent atistµ from Whe past are 
Öbrou¦ht ±l°ves again is becùuse ÷ome •spectûfˆthepr woršíbecomes @usa}le” Ôy livingáa¿tist(. Th=t Æere isAn¬ Ìtr0†h” aî ¶o
whaƒ artDis ÿeems qite unrealizÓd  f
What ýs the funòtion o'art, oÞ tÕe ´ature‚o™ art~ I”–we continue�our"ÕIalogy cf cÆe forms art îèkež as $eiM) art�sÞl5nguþge 
oneLcaØŽrea4iethen éhat  ¾orkòoG artá�s a kÝnd 1f pÙoposit n pre1ented withip t¹eÒëonÊext /f art as 44 c¨mme£t Qn artº WeIcan 
then gB fuÌther ón¨ aÎalyzeØth types of “propositionâ.” æ.LJ. yer’s evaluationæoÞ òa0t’þ distinctioH betw
en analyticÿa6d¡!µn�heÙicËi• �s‚ulËto us here: “ ëprcposo¹ion is analytic|w™en itvaÌidity;depends sokeâ.on ªheÏd˜fi§icionø«of ]he 
symbo"·]it contain, abÁì‰�n†üetic(when its va�i´ity isydetermin+d by th¡ fa®t”îof‰experiníe.”1J The aÊalogy I will attempç tÉ mzke 
i44þDne UetweeÇÀthZ ar6 Üonšb‘on asš the condition ofÚthe analyticðp]oposi\ion  >n thaã they d¦ç’t Àpp¶z¥to be #elie able as 
aØthing;es, or beUaboÌt anythinz (ot´r than agt) the for²s of_
rt nosA lea(lEëfina.lyžrefer©ble onˆy åo arÒ have bee5 forms clYsest to anQlët¶cal propo§žtions  
™ï×ks oŽÚ]rt ‹reÚaÆa˜ytic proporitioŽs That�is, if vieweÅ within their context XAas aäý – the� provi˜� n% inform”%þon wý+ts%üver 
about a:y mattcr of 
¬ct. A wVrk of a©Ý is j ta«tology�in nh¿E it is a crese
ta�ion of the artûst’±9intntio=,Öthat is, hm is s`yNng thÔt thatwpartic(
¤rªwTrk
cfÄØrÝ ûñ•Nl^, which mean, ns a aefimi6ioƒ oX art. Thus,Âthmt Ít is art isStžÓe a p{iori (wÌic is what Judd m44a7s when÷ße st¨tes th~ˆ 
“if someo:e caÞls it ar_,ýit’s srtŽ)  
Indeed, it is nˆarly¹im¤os„Ûble tŠ dâÚcuss·art in ›½neôal tDÑms wthoéà�ta±kiÏg in tauto<ogies – for t attemì tBâ>grabp” Brp by†any 
otheiW“haôdle„ is erely to›ocus n Ÿothp yspect or q7&lÔty >
 the proÐosi´ioh, which is us-úllyb@rreleûaŽtÀto the44rworp�s “art coXdition.”@On¼¡6egins!to âe«lizeºtga}Âart’õ “arX condition” is 
Ðconceptuaã stae. Thatµthe langõag¨forls that the artist fram¤‘ his pro®ositioGs in are osteÙ©“‚ÿivate”ªod¡s o( languages is an iÃevitabZ 
outcom¤†o µrŽs fr+ndo‰ fom ÎorpholSgfcal µ�nstrÎ¸tioash and^iC foQlow¾ fro÷¯this Jh±tÙone ˜as tû be faÛil&ar with conte¿porary art 
toapÅžeca�g ìt‹anÆÊund¡rsÊ nd it. Likewise Lne und<r×Kands why¾th€ “maR in the street” is intLlerµ7t to §rtis¥ic rtand a±w‰ys 
deman
L art òn a or¶ditional “lénguagl.” (AnY one Bnderstanû÷ w~y f˜rm”list art sells “likI hoÙ caÒes.!ì 'nl™ in paiÓtingqand s¯uIptuÏeÁ('d the 
Èrtis's µll speakWthe same languageF sha¤ is calleç “Novelty’ý×t”‚bXth¼ formalistq7iˆ®oåen toe0attemptto Ùind new lýnguagesm 
althè$öE a\nÃw lang�age doesn’t necess¹rily me9×…the framiPg of new àr6po~iÕio@s: e‡gÈsMmost k?netic aÂdêe'ecronic art  
A4o’heO×òzy Þf statFng9 in relatiÆ to art, what AyerOÞsserted a»out;the ýnalyt¼c meth€d inà¹he zontext o†¦„ang{ag ÒouÊÕ be 
thÒ+Àollowingq T�nLvþlidit¹ o` aŒtis2ic pRÖposit¿ons is not d™pendent o«any «mpGrical} much les °nyqaes'hætic‡p esjp÷os8tion 
about Vhe natÂre Ù;tÒins. For thÈ )rti«t,™
s Jn a%alystü is n£t d reútly TDnc4rpeµ 
ith the lhys“calpropertie# of thin¿s. He is@concerged o†lywwi¬ˆ the wa '1) in (hich yrt"is ‘apa¾leDoV conceptual Œrowth 
andcþ2ˆ.howzCis±proposiÚions apeícapable%1f¸…¨gºcally folloúing that grÐw-hW19O    ½  ·PÇre 
ExpressioniIm,çcontinuingŸwith°kyrösœ‚¬¢ms, cou†d be½c_nsižeTda such8 “A se·tence44whch íonsñsç
d âf d=óonsfrative symfol�øwou
d ©ot³express  genuine proposit+on. It ÞouldobÄ  mere£Œjaculaíio’. wn no Úay Éharacã·r¤jþng tüat t# which it�was supposed to ref`r.” 



Exp1essionistqworks 45e usu Ály sucÔ “ejc¯laNion&”*pâesent(d in thÌ m²rphoßogical language of traditio¢al art.¾If Pollock is;òporjat iì is 
bucauÐe he pai~ted on loose canvas·:õ§ivonta)ly toÖthe ›lo?  
>hatksnÅt 9m#o¾tÔnt is tha@ h± latr putª-hŸse drippungs oker stretce¡s anq Çunð them Qa:allel to the wa,.a(‚ xtMer wods ¨hatzis i 
portêntQðn arp Ús what oneCbrŸngO to iI, not o÷e’s ad¤Ÿtio‰ of what wÅs ”reviouÐly exxsting›) WhaÖRis N en!lass«iúpæštantSto 
aÀtVis Po¼ôoükˆs Što©s o “self-e#^ression” beau¿e those kinds b> èu€jectPve meaµings arNus‡less to8an÷One otÁOr than those 
involvedšSit¬ Jim&pqr�ona{ly. AndZtheir “spec)fic” quality¼putá;them outside P•ãrtµ| context  
ì“I do nŸÜ ía[e art,” Rch•rd Serra sas, lI aé engaged in n actiBitû;Èi� xomeoNe wantsy7o callkiö artaþthat’sûºi¯ bÛsines°,–b t¾itÇs 
not up¯to me àŠ decide ‚×at˜ThauÈs ll igured µut later.” ²erra, then,'isNje/y €Ìch aware ofu�he implicat¬ons of his work.}If Serrà 
is indeed just “figuring out§whax lea@ doeV”'(gravitationaçYy, mòºe¸u�¼<¤y etc.)s wh~ sÊouldâany6ne th45Ÿk Bf ig=as art? 
IË;¾ebdoesn’t take tye resåo…sžbility ofhit being art/ who zan, or¡sÁtul|? Hi< work certaošyWap’Farsçtn Œe empiricüþl7 verifiablem lFad 
can¹do, —~d be uÞ£dnfor, mhnyEphy|ical§activithes‹dDnÂtselfUthiT does>!nything‚bït ÒeadŒus-intoìa diaßoguí aboutwtÖeDatuae,œf 
art.FIn a çene tÕe? Xee¤s“a‹prÀmitiÂe. He¦h;s no idea -ou% art. How i}fit tXÎn$th«t÷we knoAåabout “his a/tivsty”? BecausHùhe 
has6toQd usÔô¾ùis vrôby hi% actÒoÐs ašteë “his actÝvity” hasƒtakenplace. Thªt Ís, by the\fact khaò -e isìwifh several gal§eriÿÏ,  
«utsãthe phyhical rejidueŽo8 Jis¼ctivi§ inXZuseuìs_(an� s§
Ms 0hem to a¤t collect¦fs – Ñ« as we ha¬e o1nte,µUut, ’oâlectors are irrslevant §: he“coôditio¡ ofèa2t” où a wo€kç  
£ha®'Pe deniesëšÀs áorý is art bÊt plÞys the urtist is more tµafAjust O parad,x. Ø?¤rañsecretlÕ feels tha “Yr©,ood” is rr)ved•at 
em“irßc{lly. T†us, (s A…er has ssat(dæ Theíeáare no ]bsolutÕVy cerÜax empi¦ical ¢rohoæii×¦s½It is onlc Ý¾utolopie thatÑarå cerpa{n  
EHpiFical¨queYKiC6s 're ³ne an( áll hypo he?es, which m{y be onfimed or discrÔdited :n actxal°sgnsV xpe˜ience. A4 th¯ 
p?op¹sÙti-Ã inÉwhi½h we ýpcor lyu observations Ÿhat vµ‰·fy theseÝhypotheseýæPre the–se•ves [yˆothe™eí w_œch are subjecl to the 
�eÅt of f§rt er ©ne experiønc*. Th;süthere is ní f‘n€l propositiinf22 Ié o…her words£ thÍ «–oÚ¢sit×ons ¹*Äart are noB ëàct–hl, b:t Ìnguistic 
¤¦6cha�ac|er ›�t,at is, th d¤do \Žt des¼¾ébe the behavior)of physicaó, orùeve� íentMlzobâejts; th¥Ö express yefinitiºns of art or tXe 
form¹¤ [ons©que;ces ofâefii?�ons˜of Îît. Ac�ordin4vy,  e cÙn say that ®r op‡ratˆs on a�—žgŠY.BFo— w† ¼hal] see µhat töe chara`tyriÇtÏc 
mark¤¶f a purel4 lãgEca Anquiry i`Øthat it s conÞÒgned with tÁe foíaaš Cons§quencus o'ÃourpŸeFnitVoÏss(0f rt) an“³ot wiªh ue¤tioús of  
e-pŒri\al fact—0 To _epe"Ú,Qwhat ¬rt h¢s in common wií‚$
oÆic an© mõthematics is that it is« tagÿolo™y; i.e.,>the “art ide§”U‡o¥ “work”)øad %rt Sre èhe sme and ~«* b, °pprec(ated as ar@

wi
hout going otside ¤e contexêofkar- fÉr ûâri<ic¦tion 3
On theY(therˆhand,fjetÇus consider whY ar ccnKot 
e èor hÅs di©ÚicultyÞw�e  pÑ att[mpts(to b‡) aÀsyntKetic proposit£on.!Or, t$at iú to say, whenÇtÈe truth or fGôsi§y of its asserRion i¤ 
§Öri6i”
€e on empiricaL Xr¾unË¤  
AyÈr st<ts: ü‡. . TÎe Nriterionïby which Üe €eteÙmine+the öalÀdity of aY
aãpiorH or sVÌlytÎcalÝproposi~ion isânoÔ slfficieAt to deter:inn Th¨´Lalidty of“an eípi±ical orÜsynt”Atic pŽoposition‹ Foî it Às 
cha1acte›istic ofRemÆiµic l prªpisi÷ioÝ that thõir vx1þvÝ½yÎis not #ugely formö_. To say–‰hat  geometrDcañ prÕpositio¶, orûa 
sþstem «f àeom÷trical prop1ðiJioãs, ú fa"se, çséto çaÖthat it i
 se^f'contraWictTry.CBu) an eLpisi/alÄprooSit$ox,õoÆ "£syste f v—piricalºpro%÷sitions,pÌay be fr
e fromûÌontradi¶tion an sk¯ll{bS alseö It is²sai– to be fal;eº not ÅÄc¶use it i« ‡ormall÷ deCeñtive, but Òeca¦seCit fails to 
×atis’yDsome)mate©ia° criteiín.21 T×e#unrealit= of “reaõóstic” art ós du (o its framing asÄa, Ñrt propoitiÈn‘incsynthetic termm: onei4 
alçays temvte} toò“verWf¿” the prÐpo6ition+eepwrÏally.hRealism’s synth$tjÁØstate doesnît br–ng one¤to a ci'cuxar='wing back i©to a üT-
logŒe w\th telarg›r fraˆ¹w¦r( of q¤est ons aöoÎ the nature ¿fäart (as oes the qork of PalelÛch, MondÙiaO vol8ocR, R«inhardt,  
ZarþyÞRauach“nberê, Jo4ns,"LichteÞtÇin, WaAh>ln 0Ðde, Ju:‹n FýÉ“iÑ, eWit , Morris, and otñers), but ratjery one is"flu´g outÞof arÏ’% 
Ýorbt”Ginto tÍË“i`fiûite sØaLe” of [h¨human onditon  
     H  Øhat Xne ¹inds all t¼roghout the wriýings of Ad ,úi†M¿rdt 
s this very s§mil<rNtmes¼sno “art¾asƒartR”ÎRnd-tÉatqÁart6iÐ alwa´. deåd, ÈndðÀ sQving’¹ßt is a deceptiªn¡2ï ReBnhardt haZ 
avryPcleaæ idea ibout the n°[ure of artõ and his ampotance is f
B fom recog>z5d  
Becase fors o« art that av0Ôe c`nsiÀ—re® synthetic pr3poi:iØn¿ are !erifiablO b´ the world, t-at is to say, ko undeqstand these 
propositions½8ne must leave th tautoæogiwal-lik¸ frtmHwork o9 art andêconsider “ outsidï” information. Bu¬ -Ú coÑsidet it a¥ art qt is 
nScessary toignor²mÕhis same Xutsie {nfo¸matiI because o;tsie infvrmation (:xperTenti´q�q¨Âit®es,îto noŸe1 has iªs own intrinsic worYh. 
And to compreÍønd åhis wo5th one doe ¨o¯ need a stae of “art¶conditio».” Fr‘ 9his iø i eUsÐ¡‚o raliz' that artd. viabô¤itÄ is �ot connectd to
the presentato6 ofÜvisual (or o•her) kinds of ex¦erie“ce. TŽat V an¯mayI3av¢ been one Jf ard „ ext€aneous ÆunƒÁiona�in `he preced

E/qGentu\iez is /ot un[ikely. AfT>� all,men in even¨the ninete‰nth century liŒed in a éæirly stanþL3’ùzÖd 
ºisualen¦ironmentz T‰at is, \t was írdinaúily preÜiÙt”ble as to ‹hat he wou¸d be àoming 2nBo coè„a ¹ wäth  ayåaf“er5úay. His visÅ2l 
enviroÝment in t-I pArt of theHworldÊinZwhich h live45 ²ñs fHi˜ly consist=nt. In our tim[ weEhave  n ÏVpe<ientially rasticallj rîA¤er en
´ironment. One ca45 fly ×l` o»Ìõ ShU˜earh in a &ptter of âœurs a$d45dayst not months. W Þave She cinÊÊa, and ¿æEor televisiÑn, 
as×wel asÒthe ¡DnÁmde spectacpe ÿf the lÑht²of Las VeëaÉ o2 the s1yscraperÝ ~ New±York City*TLeÔh<|e”worwd is=thfefto be 
ÔeeL, and úhÓ whol"´world can watc– m�- w}lk on tXe moon†årom”Hheir Äivi#g rooms.ÑCertai¤y ÿ t,or objects(of painting6and sculpture 
cannot÷be¤eGpected$tð¢c^mpete eHperien3iall] with this& çÓeÆn¯tôo+ ífõ“u]Û” is rel§vant to rt an2 its “angua~e.” áeœÄly}ehe boxãor 
cu1e f¾r\ has been ðsedOa!great deal wWt0in hxe1con"etêof art. (Take for ¯nstancþ its Êse bs Judd, MorrHs, LeWitU, naden, 
m-hh,gBeŽ¦,andMCracken¬c n^Ü even meO”ioing$th‚ quantêty of boxeþ and cuses hat4cÑme üŠter.) The B)föerHncmetweµ\ 
a‡l the varios 'sesÕ3f—th„häœx or cube®fqrm is dirËctly…r_lated to theŠ45Zfferences ;n the in‹entionsñof thª atists.™Fòrtje, aC™i 
pørticularly seen in Judd’s work,ªthe use of&the box or cube»formWill1stÑates verÍ well SÎñ%eDrlieï lai@.that an o·je¬t iÈ onlŽ art wh¥´ 
placed in the contextlof art  
A 7;wyexample‰ will p)int »Þis –u3.hOe Óould NyÉt«a\ iÁ Wne†ofágu)d’s box fors was v4en fill“dwith deûris¤ seen flaced i¨ a‡inÔust
ial sTttinZ,or even m

el|¨seen s³ttingon a wù|eRŽëornºr, it wfuÎd not be"idenêúfiÐdšwith aSt. It v•llowsóthenïthat unde=stndÊng¯and 
c‘nsVdera~iTÊ ï° {t3s aE artwo˜Z ;¹anecessary apriori to vieÒing {t %n odeQ to “see” iz as’a work ef
- t. AµvanÑe infor<ation aboutmthe cÌncept ofÛart and vÞout an artist’Á co:cepts4ic4necessary Ûo the ¾pprc
aZÉonFa{d Ûnde`stÈnd÷ng oè$con†emrorary art. Ány a‘dPall Èf —he physicaC att|FÞute› (qoalitqes) of coŸtem¤§rar` åorÔs, if  
consideråd separatêlyKaÃd/or pec/€i)a¦ly, Çre irreýÄäant to
the ÝrL concep£. he�aWtKconcept 4as JuddXsaid, though ¥v diªn’t mÊan7it this way) must né‘consider› iÌ its whole´ 
To cþÓsider0Ø honcept’s p‡rts i³(invariablyÈtW conW Óer aºpecUs thatÒÙOe ir+elevant to Utsµarý condi�i n – Ir lEe radingÓp
rts o



 a definition  
ðIt £omes€as no su"¢èise tha
 the Ür¡�with the lFast`4i*ed morphol�gy Ôs t“ exampleRfrom which we decipherÞthe na�ure of tö$ ge¦eral·tere “a
t.”8For Áê»ŸG therˆ is a càntÔtt exising�sepÐ)atel- o its morpUolog( Zndüc[ns¬²ting of išs f*nctDonon> isŽmBre ¦ŽkeyÝ t fiQd 
ResultLþ§…s coZfo¿miYgÅan‹ pÞedictÄble. It=iD Ò¸ modernØart’s p¹ssebsion of a “/nguage” zØthatheyshort†st !istor that „he plausibility  
of Ü‹e ab›ndonment of tþ Hanguage” bÁcoÇes mUst Âosribèe. It iÅ PÓderqt©nµable then thtt the art tha came´out oÕ We'ternÄpê)nting 
anP†scuptur½ is the°Ýost enïgetic, ¾ueätioning(oÁ its nature), and Ó*e-l4as  assumÈng oBall t%e ºenerLl 1art”øcocerÜsï In th9 âiUal 
~nalysis, hÁwever,%±l: of the a¤tsave buêFnÄ?iÃ
gß£stðin’  Êerms) a “0¢mily” òesembºazãe  
Oe  �he vriouòYqualiƒiesÞrÌlatabll to aÍ àart condi¶ionºpossessed by p¤e¶ryó the novelÈ the0CineÂ~Î XðÈtâe
tre, and vari.us ÷oZs of þusiï, et., is t[at aspu t gf them m¨}t ‚eliÛble to  Þe funcÊionoof art ½s¶ç(serted here  
Is npt the decline oi poštryÝ‚elataåle to theimpjiedmetaÈhrNics from poetry’ use of “c·mTn” laØguane_ah an£arN äangÆage?24 In Lew 
York §he last Gecadenå stages of poetry ca/ be seen rn the<”oçe byR“Concrete”poetÏ recent¿ytoward™Lhe Àse of aczÓãl objemts and 
theatre2546Can it be that they feelßthe unreality of theGN t f¦rm?        Còe seí noÒ t©atthe axioms of a geím‡try vrF1imp7y 
definitions,âandËthat the·thõorems -f aùgeometry are simply the log8calconsequenceX µ thesS def¿nition@. A çeo{etry isHot fn itýelf  
aboþtQp46ysicalgsq¶<e; iQ ´ts3lf «t cannot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anythßng. Butcwe cU° use a weometry äo rsmsin about pÓÛ6iQal 
sàaceÔ Th?t s fo²say, once we havÜº-ivn the xiomsõaÇphysical interpret
tionz we canþvroceed to aøply the tÛ¥or]ms
t÷øtÈÎ obj#c¢s$«hih satisfÍ Â
e xioms. Whut
er a geometry‡c‰nßbè açp1ied tobthe c¼ua� pœysical Àorld o€ «ot, is n 1xpÙ…Ò£al quòsÍiK¸{which falls outsid´ the scope ofAgeûmºtry  
itselfz Áherg Âñ no sense, therŸfore, in sking-�*�chEof©the–variout geo>etriesØknwn to us •reFfals: and whi¤h2are trà›. S¤sofar as they 
Öreæall{fre from c#ntrdictionä theyTare all true. =h/ prÌpoitiƒn which st©tes thaM a×cert¬in a!p[icatÃoÖ o¦ a geomJu�y ià posib[ehis…not  
itgelaòa ÂrŠpçsitvn}of th¦t+geometry. All *hat the geomtry<iisefºthlls us is that if°aûyzhi
g can be ür’ught '¢derÊt
e d¦finineons, it wilY a²so La£isfy &he th9ÜÐems.wIt ¨s tÝešefore‚F pureµò logzwl ]ysem, anW :ts prÖpo²stions ÈNe¢Aure!y·nal¼tiâ 
púopÊi™ions.#_A. ´. Ayer26 HcrŠÅhen I propose restÇ the via«ility ofÐart. [n akà:ge Ìysn trad+tionLl  ¯6·osR©hØ 
TsfunrealýecaseŽoÌ£Øts assumptons,tartSs abiñty î¢ ex\st will de.?ndúnñt onlŠ  % it@Ún/ù peÙf^rmNng Ê–�rvice1– aŒ enertai±ÿÔn_, 
visuiE (Žr ¾theC):exà“rience, or decoratêon – w�ic³ is something easil7 replaced by kits#h cult—re, Bnd technology, bŠÂ, r4her, itJwiSl 
âemaiÇ #iableÜby not assumigµa ùhilosoph‚ca stance  for in r¹’s”²ëIque charac er is the capacity to remaU ¹aloof frùm ¥hilosodhicül 
uÀ\ments} It is in this ¤onžªxtÜhhbm Wrt shareÛ siilariiesíJith loëiî, mathematács, =nd, asúwell, scie=fe. But whe°eas tht otCer edeSvors 
a8eÈu¤á“ìl,åart is not. AYt ind4eO exisÐs for is own sake† 
ãIn -hi> period of_oXn, after 
hilos~h7 and religio”,¨artFmay possibly beío+ end”avor )ha± fulfillœ íhat another aDe might ¨ve calledÔ“mTn’s s$iµÆtual ne˜ÚñK”¶Or, 
ayo•ÙCr way .f"putting W… might be tÃat ar deals analogouDyxei:hŒth st¥teýon thPngs beyoÚd ph§sics¼ wher§ philosopkÒ had t$ 
maÊe ass¤rðion
. ènd -Ht’s str&ng,h is tIat eve…ãtµe preceding Nentence is 8v assertimn/ nç c~nàt be verifi d by art� 
Art’s oily claim3Us for art¯ Art iò thu«efinª/ikn of art  
æ   8   NO-ESV 
NReprin=edj46rom Studªo)Int$rnatdôn«lÔ(Oct´®er, L969) 
1 MortonãWhitŠ,§@he Age of Analysis (Newä:~r0: M„nšor Books), p. 14 �#
2Ibid., p. 15  A
3 Ižmean•Ðy this Existeä‡ialism ën÷ PheÓoJ©nlogy. ;ven Mežleau-Pÿ°ty, wiBh?h¡s midd¦e-of-the-r1aÊgposátion -e�ween empürixusD 
Ønd ratioæaiûm} cünnot Áxprec™¨his philo§ophy�Üithout the—useòof words (th=s usig cKÕceàs); and followìng this, how ca! one 
discEss xUeröencœ 4it out¶sha?p ßistnc
ioâsx–etweeØ ´urs–oves a¢d «he wþrld? 4 N§rõhamesjJ¿an, Physicsßan~¼²hilosophy (A8nûArbor, Zi�h.Ò Uqýv¤rs8ty of 
MichigånSPress), pg�17  
5 IbiHÖ, @. 1+0  
6 IÙid., p. 190  
i ohe task such philo€ophv has tìken u+Ï¥ its8lfNis the only_“function” it cøuàd p˜rf,rm wiÉhou2 making phi’$s^phiëŸ§ss¦ötion= 
8 Th0R is íe}lt!wi
h ?n te¨ following sectio2  
« I wuld lRke‚µodÃak¤ it clear, however, úhaTI intend>toùsueak for ÅoGone Ôlse.÷I arrivedÅa…›tpese!coclusions alon,Rand ändóeà, it  
is ®rom thés th¿nkiY ,h/t 4y aÿ since 1966 æf«not mefore) ev"l5e…. O"ly recent;y di
 Irealize afÀtrÑmeeÐing Terr A=kinson that hê and Michþ¿l B
ld"in shèoe sDmilar,Œthugh c<Âtainyœnot identical, oinšon{ to ±ine  
1÷ W˜b_ter’s NewBDærl ”icti|n
ry \½ t¾Ç Xmerican LaÄg¾age  
1í •—esconceptual level of th• work oØ KÑnn¹^huNolŠþ¯ù Jules Oùitsk, Moœris Louis,IÚon þ‚vis, ¬nt%ony³C›,î,–John Hoylnd,âDan Àªfis
ensenÄ ete×ê, is so dis´allÖ `ow, t(at any th-t is tûre is supplØed bÚ the crit˜cs pr‘moting it. T£is is seen’lëµr  
1– MichaXl Fied’s reaso·s for usi‹g îreenbergCs)rationale reflect his#bacÓgroun+ dand mostçof ðhe othe> -omalist criti{s) as a ¦0chola±,” 
buttmore of it¸šs d#ˆ toõhis des rez IŸsuspec*f to bring his sc1ola9l\ s©x ie/ int tÈ9 moder§ wzrld.ýO–«gcan eåsily sympatSize 
withxßis0desire ”o
conn½ct, sayk Tieî`lo5Lith Jules F’i<sƒi. Åne6should never for¨et, however, th›t a hisöoÂiaÆ loves hiµÃo¤y ³ore th0n anythiÐ ¯ even a=t 
13 Lu
y Lippard useC th–s q”Ì¦ation iê a «PJtoote yo Ad R²inhardt’s r9t3oˆpe¼Ïveµc—ta<ogue, Januay, '967
 p.å28  
14 L˜[y ippa5D, “46onstellatián'by Hars) D._light: The Wêits=Ž An:ual,” HXdsoG Review, Vol. æÄ No¬‹) ‘Spng, 1ê28) |
n5|Arthur R. ñoØe, ŽFourIÐterÝeww,” Arts MÀgazine&çebá`ary,×1969)  Û!16 ¨s Terry Atâ�son
Ïointed out i“ hiý introd²ction : {rt-anguage (Vol.•1, o.1),e$he CuÞŠs²»Xnever qu)stionedÑim–art had Úor±hošogicalœcharacteri!ticž,¡but  
›�i–h ones i p1inting wÍre accep„;bke æ



ñ17 When someoneç“b]y�  a 7avin�he isn’t Í�yi(g a light sho",@f¯) if¨he was ‰e could Œust go to aËhardùa€Ÿstore a¯d xet the 
¡oodsTfoR consid»rXb+ Sesp. HQ isÒ’à “bu:ång” anythông. H is sDbsidizing Flaiin’s xctivit7 as ‰n 47rtx§t  
J18A. 
« %ßer, Language, „r/th,-azd Logic (Nw rk:ÑDover Publi1atÏons)C p. 78  
19àIbid., p. 57  
2 Ibid.£ p. 5E zÔ1 IbiŠ., 1.90  
2_ I½id., p; 94  
2ž AÆiReinharWt×s retrospe§tiv… cata²gue(Jewish useu9§ JanuaRy, ü967ó writven by Lucy Lippa‡d, p. 12ÝÏ
2Ë ItUieŽpoet¦y’s use of comm]nNlang¨°ge to att¨m«tqºo H¤y the unsayable ïha‘Eis problÊmˆGic, not÷any ®nåerent×probleÏ€i¹¼hîusê of  
l¦nguage wi}rÄn the cont¶xtTo¨¼artrÒ25 Ironiàally, ÐaØy of ûhe‹ícall ™hemselves “¬“nceptua€ Pwets.& Much of thi…
€worŠQisgve�WTsimÝìar t§ WÓlkeó“de Maria’s Èoœk ad t“isóis notñcoincidenta§; de‰Mari›’s w”rk]functions as aÍkind of “object” àûetr
¢S and hV7in¬ee®ios9are very poetic: he*reaø6ySºantshis work to þ¶¼nge men’s l]veœ  ï
26 Op. ciˆ., p. j2  
     È   
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PH1LOSO·HB d1ò69)ƒ Josph Ìksut`  Part 1Ä 
 The factzhat it Øa\ recentl˜ becomL µashiúnab<e forž4hyFiÙis2s Èhemselves to be symZDthejicÿtQwar’ religion §
. .©mark½†thmˆphysi%i�[®’ own lkcÛ 9n confidencedx& Uhe valiVit  f òheir hyÄot©eses, w“ich is a'reLction on thi' parœ òrô‚ thH 
antirelig¼ous dogmatism of Â4neteenth-cenuêy soienÃiÙ—s, a\³ a Íat ral ou1ome ož the criÜ°s throug§óhich physic!‰has juÁt pÄAa,Ý. –
A. J. Aynr. . . .¾oFce one hasöunderst.od 8he Trctatu` à\eŒe $ill b·ânoãt…mptatpcn i concerë Æneself anyÄËrí with •iloõo/{y,î‹hš„h 
isxne+ther empiri³al?like sciÎnce nor ¹a_toloæical like mµhepaticc; oH´will, like W|ttcens§ein iH Š1ô ÷bando p#loO’Ìhƒ, which, as-
tþvdntionaly understo[d, is r[òed in¦conu1io.  
–J. OŒ årÞ%)n› 
TrÎditLoÈa~ phlo
“7hy, almos^ Ey defÖ
ition,ZhasíQo)c:rÀ-d Útself with ^he u¬sûld.The nea‘lÖ çöclusie !ocus
oîð)he said by –w´ÜûTeÅE-denÃ*ry aÖalytiTal lÒnguistic¿p‚iloÍophers¼is tÏe sharSf ûonteïtion tT
tEtheUu0aid is unsaid ¤eÁaMse it isSun-aXbO¿. regelianÉÁhilo&ophy #<Fe sen+e!ùn thŒ n
ŸteeÊth ’ew#&rò and mst›have b‹en soot]ing to a
ce�ªury thMt w°s barely Öettn¼ over umh, the Enlight³nFent, and KCnE.1HeÂl¶s philosophy¹wasýalso ca¢blù of givingµcov§r for 
aœdef³WsÉ6ofkœeligious belieÉs, spplying a^ \ltcrnŒžä¤e to Newtoni.n ec§aéiÂs, and‹fiting inwB³ t2µ¡gro:th of/history ¤s a disciplšne, 
as½welþ as acceptin DarwiniŸn bi}loÇy.2 óe a•peabedóto giXe an‘ac¹eïta¢le resolution to t?e conþlict bÿtween‰th‹ology and science, 
as well I
ø5he reÖut of HegelH] influence has been tQat_a‘ÉPe
t majorèt´ ofQc¦îtmporar« philoop>ers [re really li¸tle 47oreýthanêhžstorians 'f pilos)’py, Ldbrarians Çf the Trut5,Kso tT speak. 
One�b¾ginx to get the impreôxô‘natha  ¢here W)sÞnoæh
ng more to b` sa,Ž”And c‚rtainly if one reil·zes eh˜ iöôlLc|¤ions of Wi}Øã�sÊein’s 7hink}ug, aPdxÂhethinkiTg ”ntluÈFcedË•y%himáðnd 
afôr hifE “Co;tinental”^pZiloæophy neeu nÀö ée†iously be co�iAerRdÜSere.3 I
 there a re—son fvr th& “unreality` ¯f /‚i�†÷ophy in^our )ú—b? ü†×haSs Õhis can be ans¿ered Lyilaok·ng;into te ´iffRr$nceubýt¼een ošr  
†ime9a~d ohe Henturies pÞedÉding¢us.{In túe va” man’  c)[cluÐios …bíut the;worÃd were bfsed on þhe÷vnTorß°ion Þe¶haXêabout t – ifŽ 
ô^ specifgcally 
i:× vhe empir¨cisÈs  Àen gFneraKly lœketh— rationÂTiàäsØ Ofte[ iâ fact, hà[lg.enes be±weª( s�ienc@ and philowp<y wadÖ?o great 
tha5 scie.ÄstÏ and philYsopher¢wŸre 3n and t»e same persFn.(In fat, from tHe6timƒs ofcT¶ales, ¹ic×rus, Héraclitus, and Aristotle to 
Des9artes and Leµï�i.z,$“the grÊa§ =ames in phiTÅsoph’ were oft[n gre&t¬name  in science as well{”| That tÏe Ñl¸ ¬Â perceived 
bytwentiÐth-centâryºÎc?eM©e§is a vËtlëŒdifferent one t!å> phe oRm of ¯tj preÍeding c£nt¤ry  noÅx ôot be proved há¨e. »s it posshEleN 
then, that iÔ#¶•fectma¦ has learn-dú\o puchr 3nd hDs ÂJntelli™ence” is su–h, that ae¸Äannot bOlieve7the reasoning o4 tradºtionA ‹philo

opõy? ThaÞ perha“ï he knowsUtaoúmuüf a‹out tbe worl  §ÅÒmake1ãhÍse kindsdof oclusions? As ‘ir JampÈFJÌans 
Ó=s�‘taMei:<. ‡ . Wpn p§§Ð‹sophy has availed i¢clf ofthe resœlt]zof scenQe, t has nft Ëeenáb3NjorèwAng tôe abstôct Daœhemat¬cal 
des¼Üiptionkofhth  Úar×ern oZ events, but y bgrrowrn4 8he then cu�renÍ pi±tor %l desîÐiption of th<sÝpattern; thus it ha¹ no` appro?
riated certažn k_owledg„ 
ut +on[ectures  
T9¼Deco¦ject_res were oftõn /o`d enouÍh¹o· tYe ma -Kizeü worldw’but'not, as we nÏw knowÌ¥for;those ltÄ§te ‘r¢cessescof øazure 
which conhro§ th $a£penings o¶ heƒmÎn-sÄzed Co^Ld, and®brinh us Xea»äCt t the tráeZnatureoN re lity�5  He contiues: ONe cns

quence of t="K is that th[ suaûdarU¹pWilosophic°j disc?ssionc of manyk„roblems, suc‹Òs hose of ÛausaliÇú and free 
äiÅlJoroÿïmater
alism or mentalis, re based o… aO intêrpreîaton ` ¥hÓ |“tÿern o events]which is ¤o lóngeu`ténYbl·¨ ^he scieçtificF©ðsis öffthes¼ older !
Ùscus7i¶ï�hasrbeen
waghed Øay, and withtheirØdšsÓp(earanÉe hJve gone al¯SLhe argÇ„ents ... 6 =he tqeætie’h c²Ìt
ry b*9u�t in ½ tLmB«that couí- bef€alled “the eTd¡of philosWphy`and the beg+ln7n� of Grt  
” I±ao öo mÌan that, of course,ä%t—ictlycspeakn„, bu3 rather añ®the “te\dÝnc~”Æxf theÉs×tuatin. {erÜainly lingxistic [hiþosoph can SG 
con_ider7d the hÌij Þo empi%47£ism, uut it’à.a p÷ilsophy “n on" <eRr.7âAnd tcere ðs ertainly an “arj hendition” êÙ ‡rt p¬eledi¶g 
Duchamp,`but ¡s otžerHfunc«ÐonóoØ reasons-to-be areˆso:p]onzunced týatŒt¡%abi®ity äo 
¸B§tioL clæar–yo-s art Uimits t ažÍ c+ndi¶®on^soödraóticalíy Úhat i�2s onl%ámi0ially a/t…8 þnfn  mecƒanastic s+]s§ is th¶e a connection 
betwe[n phÔÿosophyçs “hôding”^and arÏµsõ“óågd¥ning,” but I don’tî‹nw thiÈ-occŸrence entirelyÇc-incid.nWül.þThough tñóÞsÌme 
Úeïsoes 47ay be reêponsiblç orýbot= occu›reuces, theôÙØnneZ±ion is made¨by me. I bringt§s al upòto analyze artusÒfunct-“n and 
suØsequenty its vi§bilit¶Ë An¯ I doÆso\toEenable others o uŽre�sQand t<e ryasÄninÔÖof¨rø– and, by ÐxtIhsion, o]er artists’ – artD a 
well¢to provide a clearer unŠerstanding of he ter “Cøn]e_]uÏl artë€– 
7
GHŽfTjNCT?ON OF ART 
ƒ_\Th~ main!qua1 f¸catŽonF\to the lXÌser posi iQn ofâpaiptimg isÎ¯• a©van‹8s in Žrt arI cerÉ2Înly(Üot al\añs fõrÐal nes.–Do•ald„@Édd 
(1963) "



Half:lr more“ofŸt…e best nõ wmrk in th� lás.£feO years‡hYîòb¯en—ne@U|er pai+÷inŒ no� sÆulptureÐW–Dinald Judd (1965)  
Everô:hing Äculptþre áýs, my work doesn’=
 
–Dona¹d¾Judd2(19�7·  
The
idea becomÕs a maci¹e that mãkes the arl1 –Solw"�Witt (1965)ÂThe one·hing to sdy about#a~t is that it is oneUthingÉ Art is at-asðart 
and everyzing elsù is ïíerythingŒelse.ôAr®Las ³rtŽis nohing $³t artË§
?A-t¨is not wh t is no ar=.ô–A: Æ¶inFardtû(3963) Ü
˜?e weaniŠg is Ñhe use
†–Wit#gens¬ein  šäá mo)e func7ional•app§oach to the ‘tudy of cofdepts has tendeÜ toXrep+a=e he mt‰od f iRtrjspeVtio£. Instea? of 
aÒtemptingxtO gra0Á 4r desrie concepqÐbarD, soÊto speak, the lsycuo�ÎBis£ inv¶sç©ga$bs the£wi6 in 
{ich Å‡eË©funtion as*in4rudëÚntsÞin öeliefx and Ön judgÞ™nt¹  
48–ÏrÏin™ M. Copi  
MeaœH*g X!a‚wÃys a W¨e„plos�tio‹3ôf functlon� ^
–T†ûSegerstedt  
“ . � tøe subÎ¬Ut matta ‚f Cþ^cept‹Þleinv[sSigaFion} is EhïŠmea‚ingZf §er‡a›n words nd exp§UssionsÈ– a´d nŸt tŸ¹ thi.gs an s®tž 
ofÛaffair them}»lvesIabouý whichíwe talk,whea using thsY w:rþµ and e–pr(s o]s  K
GG.. VonÚWrg9œ \
ThiÙkiòg¥ia ra%ically metap2:ri!m LGnkag™ byèanaTogy is iÙ2 onstituenÖ l48w or p.in�iple, its c„usal Qexus,�si³c¦ meanÙn��Énly
ariseZ throÉgh �he—au#al cotexts qy which afsqgn!smanXIÛfor (tkõs Ihe pla#e of an�instaúcM ofaûso
t. To¹thvnk f B‚ñthin] isš²oÂta™åŸt a@  á a ›
rt (;s a such anGÝuch)8an"„thae “as° bïinds Kn (oÝenl" o` mn di7guiseó hhe an(lgy, ühc4öaraCûel, theómetapçor c Ù‹apple or grÌuny or 
gras] or *raw²9y wIich al–n� he miŒn ™aP¸s hold. It@tèkes)no hold i° t|úreÕis ‹orhing f»r it to hau� from, f¶! is thOnuingtis lheÊhaul, Che 
atØaction of lkes  
]:I. ¿. =ic}ards  
ZIË this ™”ctðon ( w™ll dis[uss the teparat¢48n etweìnÖest¼Ðui–s a·d krï; ~onsideä‡br1efly fo4ˆali¼t 5rt (be¾ausa „î il Ç leOdiGg 
wropone"tPofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art), and asÿÙrFïtÇa+ art 6 ½…aÜog-us tõ an§#nlytic propositi©z, an. thaÎ itæis art’s`ex÷àtence 
aŽ a tautoëo¬ë that en”bµes art tš ÑemaQn�aloof” ”ro� pilæhophiÅal _rð&Úmp*iûn,48{
@ _Ó   —It is necssary tošsepšrate ašsthàtic: Mrom art bec®ue²æ?sthetics Áeaµs /ßth opên™onu on†í§ception of Oe world ingeneral¹  
Cnthe ¿ast onm op 3hÀ t)o pBo£gs‹of—ârt’s function w›s üt: valuÁ as 
ecora-ion. S” any ³ran“RQof !hilo—áphÃ tha dealtwxthm“bea“tô” and thus
taste, w�s ineviTËbly ûuty boun4 þ+ dis7uss art a$wel
  
Out ‹f thjs “hÎbï”[grew the notionDthaN}thereâwasPa concîpíÏal connection beÌw3¼n &riÔanÛ aesthetÌcs, whic0–is no trueÒÖ#i, i´ea 
ne†år dŠÁ¦icalºy°coöSicteC with ørtisticAc‡nsideratio‘s :ef§re 5e*e’tvtšme, oo” ánl fec¨use thµ morpŒolgical charucÎeristà…s ofÅ¸rÌ  
perpetuatddPthe con[inuitô Óf thiÌ error, but aªwe>l,48û,case]toe'a£pa¥Úxt otherL“functi±ns” o_ artþ(2epictio� of reliViousÔth´fes, 
porthaitÚre of aristoc·atÃ, detailiny oœ arÚhitectur¶á etc.) ŒsA›�art to¯c7v-r ¸p Ö’t  ³�Bhen obje<ts Vre Ìreente—øvßthin thecontGxt o3-
ùrt (çnd ´nt^l ÜecentiŽ object4 ala8{ have been use:) Dhey are§a½ eliÒibl? fHr ae
thtcconsiderýtiôn & are any:objeò0ˆ in the w™rld, an¶Ïanùa¸sþ†eti¼ cònsiderati'n µf a˜ oÔje˜teai
tin) on the realm of�art �eans tha· thö ob¤ect’Ÿ eNB’te¤y” :š funZtioniBg in¤an art ÐontexÙ Ås iÇrzÜµvant xo the]e¸stŸÒtic �udYment  
�The rel«Íion ofša£stheti‰s tí=art ~s not unlUke thatBo¹ aesthe^ics ·o arch]tecture©ngÏhat achitecture has a ve©y[sÙecfc f[ncion Dnd 
hzw “good”<ts dõsign is is prim%ril¤ ƒÕatjd to how well it perf"rml its fun
tion. ThÖ-; judgments on what¸it ook like ë[rresÖond t” ta÷e,Âand ºk cMn ´ee t”atÜ
h orghouŸ«Ëistory di66e{ent ÑxamplLs of arc3itec„ure a¼e2ÿraœ\ed at diffeýe¶b‹times d3endöng on tx¹ aeÅthetics 
ofYÏaûticular eKochs. Aæsthetic thiykingãha™å·vûn48gone s) fFr aW to �ake ½x×mples of archivecture not reïated to “ar±” t‰all, workè 
of Qrtin (he¼sel�es (¡.g., th  pyrÝmid6of Eg>pt—  
Aasthei�ùînsideKa ions Òre Ändeed�alUays ext aneoub to #n obj ct’s funØtio² or �u¬aÏoO-toibe” Ulessof›cVurse,«tha™ 
object’s reason-to-beLi- >trictly ¹esthú<ˆc. AxEexample of a pôrely a²¢thetic#o§jqcœbis a dûcorativì object, f„r Ecoratio)’Û pÙùmÑry 
funcŒion isZ“to add somet'ing t‰, sÞ as toÌm�ke mo”e apllactiªe; adorn;éo“namenÌ,”10 atd this rÆÎÐtes dørectly÷tItastö  
AndôtFiÚ leaSs ßs Rirect§y tV “formÒ|ist” Lr™ and cri?iËism.11 ForÎalis�arä (-ai>ting an> ¶ Ê(‰tÞre) is the v@nguarÀ oÎ

d�oration, and, strictïy sp�akiâg, one coÄld ·eason´b„y ~sserg�t~at its aµt condition #s¸sÖ minima* t™aý for all•functiœnal 
pup=seE iË ™s not art at all, buÍ pre 3Òe¹cisesWin aesthetAcs/ rbove all thiÞgs ClŒmen† Greenbrg ˆs the citic of tas‘e. BehiAC every 
oÅe oè íi• dncisions is n aestÝetiX¶Óudgmežo,'wit† thoseNjudgmen˜s refUecting his3tas48e  
NndÅwhÔt wµes h–sùtasˆe reflecte Th,«period hekgre¤ u© inba a critic¿ the pDriod e§ealÒ;fr h›ŠÞ the ifteà.ëw How el×e can 
oneaúcount f½r, Yizen ®isÒtheor}eÆ – if ¡hey dav~ any l“gic to th~m‰aÉ ¦ll _ hisdisi8teres÷ in Frénk Sfe la, AdßReinhardt, Óed 
ÈthÕrs7aõ;licaERe to his his©o’ical„s¤heme? Is it becaºs°ghe is “. . . basically ‡]mYaÝhetic oç øerso$aûlynexäÓrienti÷l ñ\ouÄds”?3LOr
¢ in o4heräwnrd, ¨the_r worI d¿esn’Õ¦uit hi tas•e?” Ëut ¸n the¯p(ilosophic t„bula r*sa o art, “i˜ sLmeone Talùs it_art,” aq þonê�W�d has 
caÞd½ “Êts aUt.” iive\ tå™™, foÙ<alistDpaiŽting and_sculCture can be granted _* “çrçconaition, but .n@y bö vúrtue ofdt-eir¶pre

entarionÄin tÉrms of�th�ir órt idea (eŸg., a reZtangulŸr-shapÔå canvûsÛsär’ched oòer oodenRsÖòpÝrns 6n�Kswained 
w÷th sch a}l‚such cÂlors, us]ng Whch and suchøform48, giving˜sUch (nd sucs a«vWsua€ exÛerie™©e> etc.y. If �ni lfo[Ât oÇtempor!r Àrt 
in this  ught one rŒali"es th“ minim�l=Ór„atiµe efftrt töken 1n th�üpart of � rPaËist arñis�s spJciÌica½l6º and Mll painers‰ans 
XPòlptors w¶‹kina as suYh ÍUday)Ôgen‰rally* 
48Si] bCiìgsÖus to¾the rea-çzatmµ ÓhatìformalËst×art ónd critiT¤gmÿaccepts a
†a de˜ntion of m-t one tha  exists&sÌlúly .n mrphol™gica; goEns.ßz¯
lÂ a vasŸ quanV3mX of similadgookingÊo
je¯ts orXimÒ�es (or visually relatem objects -r Žm4Püs) may seem to b� re…atedÂor »HnneLted) becauûñ³’f a siìilaity o6 
visu«l/þxèerõeŒtial “readinÏ’Û”¤Bne cÆÒnot cçai< from thiË aS artØstic or con3eptual rel�t!onsh7p×´
   †„   The funci"n oñ.:rt, ¶s a �uestion,Twax eöst Åai;ed >yóa‡ceÚü8c÷aèp. In facê iy is Mar$el guchamp wÆoö we òan cr9ditM
´Íth`gäving‚a¦t its oÑ`identity.O(One can ert«inly see a endÉncÂ towarf thisesµ-identific„tion ofaŠ¶t bégáningówitY ManÞt and Cézannå 
t:ough {o Cuðism,16 b;¹ their works arS ¾i/id and ambiguos ‘yÃcom)aris¥n with D¥Nhamê’s.) “Moder–¨art andütÂe work before see:|d 
connectedv.y v¡rtue of t`€ir àor



hology. Another wa\ÊÿfGpÌtting¥it would be t at artÁsž“�anguag`” remainedçthAûs°me, ?ut i‘ was saying new hings. She evI’tÈthÈt ma|
èçc€nceivabte te rea9uzation that it was Ÿos´ibl\{œoö¯soeak anZther?lánguagR” ¸nd stiêlëmMeåsense in ažt waW¼Ma~cel(Ducøßmp’s 
firshìunZsÃisted R¤ad-made O!
W~th the unassistedR\ady-mcdek art &hýged ?ts focus�fromAtheQform ofthe lanñuage2t$ what was-beun( ¿ðBd.7?h[c means that iy 
ØhanÁed _h˜¤nPtureÿof at fºom a³¡uµsßio~ oy-ôorph§logy to a queÁtion of fuþcæ€on. T�i' changá – oSe fromu“g¶0
Rr�n¥e¦ €o “
ogc"|tion” – w‡s ¢he b¢gin@ing of “mÝern” ™¨ and the 49íìn:yng of conceptRal art8 A~… a&t {aš/erÚDucham�) isç±onceptJal žinnaturª) 
becÈu,eMaIt ’Æly Å.ists�concepäuaüly ‡ÇMThe “value”\¹f par¨i·Yarïant[tP afYer DuchDmp ³an ‹â2weighed accoùding hë how much 
tÒe> >ueK…#oned hz n
ture #! art@’whEch ƒs an‚t¸r uay of say\ng “w4at th:y addeû t¶ theØcBncÐp<iÉn äfŸartŒ o® what 
asn’t there befor± tPey starEedp Artist¤œquesthon the natFre ofèar¤ø pr‡sŸnµinw †e5 propositions as to ~rt’sVnzture. ALd to do 
thisƒon{ cannot concern oƒes¢lf wi¤h the handåd-d(wn “lanƒuake” of !rÄditio‰aœ7ar½, s 8h+> actiƒtx is ™aseddon the assumptVon 
What¥þh+re ¤s onfy one wÅyùo}¤œramÃng 6tÛ2r6pžsit÷
Fs. BÛt the very stuff of art is indeedbgrea)l\ �elated to Ÿcrea_¬ng” new pûo‚osiš:nÜ  
T c@se Vs otenÁmÎÒj – 
a¶ticRlam’y ¸n refaRenceÞto DucÐamp 0w^hat obje|tÖ of artI(such as the H'ady-maVes,Eyf Úovrne, Œ¤ Sll a
 is `mplied in this)F9re jÞdge
 as objets d’art inëlater years‘aµd”the aTtists’ inHe®tios becom eÅremÕva@t.+luch
anÿargtm{n isÕte cÐ’e #f‘a preconãeived notionò¢r:eru}† togetheÚ not nesessa¹ilñ relaöed factsÖ ThÂ
Xnt
is this: &stxeti¯s, as p -ave pontÔd oÒ',3are;conc£pßually i#re0Uóani t. üÌ-  
Th¿ð, k•y physCc’lthÛng ca¿ bßco Ï objet db�¦tŽ thatöis tÞ—$èy, cn îe šonsidšre  Zstefuw, aesthetically p”easing, etc. But this Yas 
no#bKrin— 1nàthe  bject’sgapplic tion to an art ontext; hòt 
s, iªY fu�cviƒning¤in an,arñ „o†teœt. (Eãg·0!i) aM%ollector t–ªÚs a÷pai`³ing, at“Qches egs, and©u;es ¼t ÜM a dinjng tablebiØ’s an4act 
uÅrilat¿dºIo art or the artist»becãus,É4s art, that waán’Ò t£e;artisX’s intentiok.) It is ôbviouÃ ÷øe°Ét°a49U¢Ørmalist c-Stc)sm’s re6iÃnce 
ãn morphoƒ:gØJlýads–¿essar l„wie& a bias toward th§ morphIlogyÀof traditional artw Apd i=jthis sems tDeir criticšsm BsÉµ!t related 
‚œ h “scieût·ficçmethÂï” Úr any±soBt o\ ôpiä (sm (as MichaelFJœd,6ßitÒ ¡is deta£leµ d™s(riptions `f paintingC'and othðr 
“schalaWlj”„Ðaraþhernalia wouNí w–nt us ™}®belÂeve).÷Fomalst criticism is nk more tÆan an analysis Þfþthe phyÑicaŠ adtTibutes oÕ 
ømrz˜cular�o×je�ts %h¦t hèpp7n t–iexist i1çaum®rp(ol‹gical cõnØÛx-  ent ùhisôdo¥sn’t dL any k@owledaº (oÕïfacts÷ to our 
un¶úrskaéýing of the nature or func–ion of ara. <nd neither does iƒ2kîm¶enš on£whet
er Zr not ‚heqÓbjectqyanalyzedxrH…evenè
<rks$#f ÓrW, in thãt—for´alist Hritics olways ¨yˆas½ the concpÜual egume½t in woßks of aî5.áxachl¹ why they#do’t¶oõenton tû cohcep—
Gal elHmebt in$worsFf²¾Ft i¡ precisÏly be’ause¼formgóist ar‰ is only a9t b• vitue íf i«Øes
mblanŽe to øarlier works AfÃaˆt. ¹t’sa mindleOs art  Or, as LucQ Lipæard so s‡ccin÷tlbcdÏscrie‡ J²ˆes O¬×tÝkñ’s paintivgs:rŸhæs’re 
§isua® M)49ak.514 F‡rmal…st4cri6icsžandÁórtists alSÝÌ do not †ue‡tion¶t¯e nature of aÅt, but a�rI”ha0ê said eãseNhere: BeiÍg 
an]aYtiet n©w mxans to question thevnatue of art. gf ëe iç quÏstio-ing -h8 nabu³eÖof©paintûŒg, one Jannot Óeëq*e›oni& the 
natgr{ oÆöar»ý I®¿an Artist a•jptsLpaivtOng (™r s‹ulpture) h« �s accepting the traditioF that goes ñith×it. T„-l’s befauseátüeoword ert  
és{gen¯ra«aßd the word Œaijting isáspecifiÙŸ ¼¶i–ting Q © kiI´ of amt  
êf yQu make¸azntingsryou”a†eYalready a‚-epting (notvŸs±st\/ni†g)Ôthe nature ëf a{u. On' is th0ø accepting tht nture of Çrt 
to(be«theEroï¶an týaditioR of aTpFin›ing-sulptuie [iÝhotoky.15|T™e strongest objectµon one caE r«se¡a˜<inst a morËhological justiic…
tion for%tr†Ú÷tional art is thatÌmorphŒlo—icalänÍtions of asõ úöbod4œan impled � prio‘i›conceðtÊoÿ ar49’s/possibili
i¯Km Aÿd such CG a§pior? co„ó¼ptof the9nsóuremof¾arœ (as 4eparate froJsanFl—tically fr|me£Varpr‰pãsitions o¶Û“workƒ” wh`ch I 
wüll ªsÁuss lat}rˆ makeÊ it, inœred aÕ3PiÛi: imposüible to ques–ion the nÕture of art. And tis UuestionžngÊof ¨he naSure ff rt\ÿ& a 
¯eryi©portantÂ}onc/4t Un understadin‡ theófunction oâ art  
   ñ    And wHtúholds ðrye forêDuch!mp’s¬+„rk applKes aW w}ƒ to mosNbÉf çQe art£after hm. ¦| otÄe€ wþ'ds, tøÙvalue of�?±bis� – 
orGinÂv÷nce�– Çs it• iea ñn theßre�lm ofíar , }ot tYe phDsi‚aÙ ¸r HÕC-al qSa iies ¯een²in a s�ecific paint®nò or the›parÂicularizaioˆ(of 
cert*+nco›=rs I‡ s49Žes� orætheFe col:us?¹nd shåpesuare Ùhe artÜstlìnguage,” n‘ its mü™ning¨co�cepÿuaél- as art. TB loo! upon 
arCâb:st “wasterwork” nzw¾as -ßt i¬ nonsensicÙl  concep–ally speaking, as far as art is concernld. (That Misual in²oxma,ion tGat 
²jµ nique inÂþubismás laœguage has now bePn îenerallK absoøÒed Ënd Þ.sþa lot to doš¼ithþthe way in�h÷cG ¢ne ‘eaòs ‹tŠ painting 
“(ingùistic(ll€..\[$.g.,
hat a ðu£ist pa€@ti2g mea”t exÏerim’neallyÊand¦cotceptïalYy ˜o¿ sa¤ŽGertñude St;…n, is beon® ourÏspecu^Òti^ø becauŒe�the sam_ 
‚:int¦g theã“ueŒnt” some²hing d©fýerenÈdthan%it 7oesˆnow.]) Û$eúnalUe” now òf anHorbg1naÿ Cubzst p’inin
 is –Ct unlik� iá mosg r¤®gektŽ, an origEnal¯anuscrip| by LÈ°d Br‹n, or TZe pirit of St. Louis 
s×it is#see©^in=thÝ–SmithÏonian Insqitu$9oä ‘
(n~ee9, 8use+ms fiyl tse=Rer\ samT uÈction as the S$´thson˜þn‰nsÈitu6[on – W0yCels would ëhÔ#JeuÚde Paðme wi«g›of the LoRvr 
exhibit Céznneãs and Vaf ¤éghÜstpaett®sas pHoudlP Ås they ºo the)ü pailtnÕ?) ActuŸ
 worŽs oû agt are littleoãor� tha± hiStori’al curiosiAieè. As ftr . art3is cü¡cerÍed Van Gogh’s Yain+iN¦| aDek’x wor£q any more th÷~ his 
{al»tëe is.?Theyfare b‚th “üÏllector’s items.”17VArt ²™iJes” throgskinflue
HÖng )ther art, nt Œy exsting a“ thqÓphysical residue ofÎaÒ a[tist’s ædeaÂ The‘reasoŠÖthân diffeSent aœistµ from Whe past are 
Öbrou¦ht ±l°es Õgain is becùuse ÷ome •spectûfˆðhepr woršíbecomes @us‘}le” Ôy livingáa¿tist(. Th=t Æere isAn¬ Ìtr0†h” aî ¶o
whaƒ artDis ÿeemÒ qite unrealizÓd  f
What ýs the funòßion o'art, oÞ tÕe ´ature‚o™ art~ I”–we continue�our"ÕIalogy cf cÆŠ form¿ art îèkež as|$eiM) 
art�sÞl5nguþge‘oneLcaØŽrea4iethen ’hat  ¾orkòoG artá�s a kÝnd 1f pÙo-os‡t n pre1ented withip t¹eÒëonÊext /f art as 49 c¨mmeWt Qn 
artº WeIcan then gB fuÌther ón¨ aÎalyzeØth types of “propositioëâ.” æ.LJ. yer’s evaluatiSnæoÞ òa0t’â distinctioH betw
en analytöcÿa6d¡!µn�h3ÙicËi• �s‚ulËto us here: “ ëprcposo¹ion is analytÎc|w™en itvaÌidity;dependsmsokeâ.on ªheÏd˜fi§i“ionø«of ]he 
symbo"·]it contain, abÁì‰n†üetic(when its vai´ity isydetermin+d by th¡ fa®t”îof‰experiníe.”1J The aÊalogy I will attempç tÉ mzke 
i49þDní UetweeÇÀthZ ar6 Üonšœ‘on asš the condition ofÚthe analyticðp]oposi\ion  >n thaã they d¦ç’t Àpp¶z¥to be #elie able as 
aØthing;esô, or beUaboÌt anythinz (ot´r than agt) the for²s of_
rt nosA lea(lEëfin6.lyžrefer©ble onˆy å¬ ar† have bee5 forms clYsest to anQlët¶cal �ropo§žtions ï
™ï×ks oŽÚ]rt ‹reÚaÆa˜ytic propoÒitioŽs That�is, if vieweÅ within their context XAa aäý – the� provi˜� n% inform”%þon wý+ts%üver bout 
a:y mattcr of 



¬ct. A wVrÌ of a©Ý is j ta«toloºy�in nh¿E it is a crese
ta�ion of the artûst’±9intntio=,Öthat is, hm is s`yNng thÔt hatwpprtic(
¤rªwTrk
cfÄØrÝ ûñ•Nl^, which mean, ns a aefim06ioƒ oX art. Thus,Âthmt Ít is art isStžÓe a p{iori (wÌic is what Judd m50a7s when÷ße st¨tes th~ˆ 
“if someo:e caÞls it ar_,ýit’s srtŽ)  
Indeed, it is nˆarly¹im¤os„Ûble tŠ dâÚcuss·art in ›½neôal DÑms wthoéà�ta±kiÏg in tauto<ogies – foo t attemì tBâ>grabp” Brp by†any 
otheiW“haôdle„i« erely to›ocus n ŸothpŠyspecá or q7&lÔty >
 the pro®osi´ioù, which is us-úllyb@rreleûaŽtÀto the50rworp�s “art coêdition.”@On¼¡6egins!to âe«lizeºtga}Âart’õ “arX condition” is 
Ðconceptuaã ¨tae. ThatµtMe Xangõag¨forls that the art‡st fraæ¤‘ his pro®ositioGs in are osteÙ©“‚ÿivate”ªod¡s o( languages is an 
iÃevitabZ outcom¤†o µrŽs fr+ndo‰ fom ÎorpholSgfcal µ�nstrÎ¸tioøsh and^iC foQlow¾ fo÷¯this JhètÙone ˜as tû be faÛil&ar with 
conte¿porary art toapÅžecaùg Ot‹abÆÊund¡rsÊ nd it. Likewise Lne und<r×Kands w¢y¾th€ “maR in the street” is intLlerµ7t to 
§rtis¥iý rtand a±w‰ys¨deman
L art òn a or¶ditional “lénguagl.” (AnY one Bndørstanû÷ w~y f˜rm”list art sells “likI hoÙ caÒes.!ì 'nl™ in paiÓtingqand s¯uIptuÏeÁ('d the 
Èrtis's µll speakWthe same languageF sha¤ais calleç “Novelty’ý×t”‚bXdh¼ formalistq7iˆ®oåen toe0attemptto Ùind new lýnguagesm 
althè$öE a\nÃw lang�age doesn’t necess¹rily me9×…the fraMiPg of new àr6po~iÕio@s: e‡gÈsMmost k?netic aÂdêe'ecronic art  
A4o’heO.ò�y Þf statFng9 in relatiÆ to art, what AyerOÞssert$d a»out;the ýnalyt¼c meth€d rnà¹he zo^text o†¦„ang{ag ÒouÊÕ be 
thÒ+Àollowingq T�nLvþ7idit¹ o` aŒtis2ic pRÖposit¿ons is not d™pendent o«any «mpÚ ical} much les °nyqaes'hætic‡pŠesjp÷o;8tion 
about Vhe natÂre Ù;tÒins. For thÈ )rti«t,™
s Jn a%anystü is n£t d re¶tly TDnc4rpeµ 
ith the lhys“calpropertie# of thin¿s. He is@concerged o†lywwi¬µ the wa '1) in (hich yrt"is ‘apa¾leDoV conceptual Œrowth 
andcþ2ˆ.howzCis±proµosiÚioKs apeícMpabÚe%1f¸…¨gºcally folloúing that grÐw-hW19O    ½  ·PÇre 
ExpressioniIm,çcoxQinuingŸwith°kyrösœ‚¬¢ms, cou†d be½c_nsižeéda such8 “A se·tence50whch íonsñsç
d âf d=óonsfrative symfol�øwou
d ©ot³express  genuine proposit+on. It ÞouldobÄ  mere£Œjaculaíio’. wn no Úay Éharacã·r¤jþn£ tüat t# which it�was supposed tÔ ref`r.” 
Ýxp1essHonistqworks 50e usu Á y sucÔ “ejc¯laNion&”*pâesent(d in thÌ m²rphoßogical language of traditio¢al art.¾If Polloch 
is�;òporja�t iì is bucaµÐe he pai~ted on loose canvas·:õ§ivonta)ly toÖthž ›lo?  
>hatksnÅt 9m#o¾tÔnt is tha@ h± l(tr p50tª-hOse drippungs oker str¤tce¡s anq Çunð them Qa:allel to the wa,.a(‚ xtMer woÛds ¨hatzis i 
portênt4ðn arp Ús what oneCbrŸngO to iI, not o÷e’s ad¤Ÿio‰ of what wÅs ”reviouÐly exxsting›) WhaÖRis N en!lass«iúpæštantSto 
aÀtVis Po¼ôoükˆs Što©s o “self-e#^ression” beau¿û those kinds b> èu€jectPve meaµings arNus‡less\to8an÷One otÁOr than those 
involvedšSit¬ Jim&pqrona{ly. AdZtheir “spc)fic” quality¼putá;÷ùem outside P•ãrtµ| context  
ì“I do nŸÜ ía[e art,” Rch›rd Serra sas, lI aé en«aged in n actiBitû;Èi xomeoNe wa tsy7o callkiö artaþtßat’sûºi¯ bÛsines°,–b t¾itÇs 
n©t up¯to me àŠ decide ‚×at˜ThauÈs ll igured µut later.” ²erra, then,'isNje/y €Ìch aware ofu�he implicat¬ons of Èis work.}If Serrà 
is indeed just “figuring out§whax lea@ ÊoeV”'(gravitationaçYy, mòºÔìu�¼<¤y etc.)s wh~ sÊouldâany6†e th50Ÿk Bf ig=as art? 
IË;¾eb±oesn’t take tye resåo…sžbility ofhit being art/ who zan^µor¡sÁt
l|? Hi<�work certaošyWapFarsStn Œe empiricüþl7 verifiablem lFad can¹do, —~d be uÞ£dnfor, mhnyE\hy|icalUactivithes‹dDnÂtselfUthiT 
does>!nything‚bït ÒeadŒus-intoìa diaßoguí aboutwtÖeDatuae,œf art.FIn a çene tÕe? Xee¤s“a‹prÀmitiÂe. Heph;s no idea Ãou% art. 
How i}fit tXÎn$th«t÷we knoAåabout Âhis a/tivsty”? BecausHùhe has(toQd ‘sÔô¾ùis vrôbyhi% actÒoÐs ašteë “his actÝvity” 
hasƒtakenplace. Thªt Ís, by the\fact khaò -e isìwifh several gal§eriÿÏ, «utsã+he phyhical rejidueŽo8 Jis¼ctivi§ inXZuseuìÜ_(an� s§
Ms 0hem toça¤t collect¦fs – Ñ« as We ha¬e ‹1nte,µUut, ’oâlectors are irrslevant §: he“coôditio¡ ofèa2t” où a wo€kç  
£ha®'Pe d*niesëšÀs áorý is art ¢Êt plÞˆs the urtist is more tµafAjus, O parad,x. Ø?¤rañsecretlH feels tha “Yr©,ood” is rrÈved•at 
em“irßc{llA. “†Ós, (s A…er has ssat(dæ Theíeáare no ]bsolutÕVy cerÜax empi¦ical ¢rohoæii×¦s½It is onlc Ý¾utolopie thatÑaråücerpa{n  
EHpiFical¨queYKiC6s 're ³ne an( áll hypo he?es, which m{y be onfime– or diIcrÔdited :n actxa×°sgnsV xpe˜ience. A4 th¯ 
p?op¹sÙti-Ã inÉwhi½h we ýpcor lPu observations Ÿhat vµ‰·fy theseÝhypotheseýæPre the–se•ves [yˆothe™eí w_œch are subjecl to the 
�•Åtof f§rt er ©ne experiønc*. Th;süthere is ní f‘n€l propositiinf22 Ié o…her words£ thÍ «–oÚ¢sit×ons Ò*Äart are noB ëàct–hl, b:t Ìnguistic 
¤¦6cha�acéer ›�t,at is, th d¤do \Žt des¼¾ébe the beàavior)of physicaó, orùeve� íentMlzobâejts; tþ¥Ö express yefinitiºns of art or tXe 
form¹û [ons©que;ces ofâefiÐ?�ons˜of Îît. Ac�ordin4vy,  e cÙn say that ®r op‡ratˆs on a�—žgŠY.BFo— w† ¼hal] see µhat töe 
chara`tyriÇtÏc mark¤¶f a purel4 lãgEca ônquiry i`Øthat it s conÞÒgned with tÁe f÷íaaš Consçquencus o']ourpŸ»FnitVžÏss(0f rt) an“³ot 
wiªh ue¤tioús of e-pŒri\al fact—0 To _epe"Ú,Qwhat ¬rt h¢s in common wií‚$
oÆrc an© mõth&matics is that it is« tagÿolo™y; i.e.,>the “art ide§”U‡o¥ “work”)øad %rt Sry èheîsme and ~«* b, °ppre
(at1d aC ar@ ½i
hout goi=g otside ¤e conøexêofkar-fÉr /âri<ic—tion 3
On theY(therˆhan-,fjetÇus consider whY arŒ ccnKot 
e èor hÅs di©ÚicultyÞwe  pÑ att[mpts(to b‡) aÀsyntKetic pÈoóosit£on.!Or, t$at iú to say, whenÇtÈe truth or fGôsi§y of its asserRion i¤ 
§Öri6iœ
€e on empirica§ Xr¾unË¤  
AyÈr st<ts: ü‡. . TÎe Nriwerionïby which Üe €eteÙmine+t.e öalÀdity of aY
aãpiorH or sVÌ�yÌÎcalÝproposi~ion isânoï slfficGeAt to deter:inK Th¨´Lalidty of“an eípi±ical orÜsynt”AticjpŽoposition‹ Fo` it Às 
cha1acte›istic ofRemÆiµic l prªpiRi÷ioÝ that thõir vx1þvÝ½yÎis not #ugely formö_. To say–‰hat  geometrDcañ prÕpositio¶, orûa 
sþstem «f àeom÷trical prfp1ðiJioãs, ú fa…se, çséto çaÖthat it i
 se^f'contraW+ctTr].C"u) an eLpisi/alÄprooSit$o,õoÆb"£syste f v—piricalºpro%÷sitions,pÌay be fr
e fromûÌontradi¶tion an sk¯ll{bS Ölseö It is²sai– to be fal;eº not ÅÄc¶use it iõ ‡ormall÷ deCeñtive, but Òeca¦seCit fails to 
×atiÎ’yDsome)mat+©ia° crit\iín.21 T×e#unreaüit= o “reaõóstic” art ós du (o its framing asÄa, Ñrt propoitiÈn‘incsynthetic termm: oneZi4 
alçays temvte} toòverWf¿” the prÐpo6ition+eepwrÏally.hRealism|s synth$tjÁØstate doesnît br–ng one¤to a ci'cuxar='wing back i©to a üT-
logŒe w\th telarg›r fraˆ¹w¦r( of q¤est ons aöoÎ the nwture ¿fäart (a oeF theqqork of PalelÛch, MondÙiaO ™ol8ocR, R«inhardt,  
ZarþyÞRauach“tbNrê, Jo4ns,"LichteÞtÇin, WaAh>ln—0Ðd�e, Ju:‹n FýÉ“iÑ, eWit , Morris, and otñers), but ratjery one is"flu´g outÞof 
arÏ’%'ÝorbÚ”Ginto tÍË“©`fiûite sØaLe” of [h¨hwman onditon  
     H  Øhat Xne ¹inds all t¼roghout the wriýings of Ad ,úi†G¿rdt 
s this very sqmil<rNtmes¼sno 
artÛasƒartR”ÎRnd-tÉatqÁart6iÐ alwa´. deåd, ÈndðÀ ‡Qving’¹ßt is a deceptiªn¡2ï ReBnhardt haZ avryPclaæ idea ibout the n°[ure of artõ 
and his mpotance is f
B fom recog>z5d  



Becase fors A« art that av0Ô’ c`èsiÀ—re® synthetic pr3poi:iØn¿ are !erifiablO b´ the world, t-¸t is to say, ko undeqstand th„se 
propositions½8ne must leave th tautoæogiwal-ik¸ frtmHwork o9 art andêconsider “ outsidï” information. Bu¬-Ú coÑsidet i× a¥ art qt i— 
nSceäsary toi_nor²mÕhis same Xutsie {nfo¸matiI because o;tsie infvrmation (:xpdrTen³i´q}q¨Âir®es,îto noŸeü has iªs own intrinsic 
worYh. And to comprÄÍønd åhis wo5th one doe ¨o¯ need a staeâof “art¶conditio».” Fr‘ 9his iø i eUsÐ¡‚o raliz' that atd. viabô¤itÄ is �ot  
connectd to
the presentaVo6 ofÜvisual (or oåheœ) kinds of ex¦erie“ce. TŽat V an¯mayI3av¢ beeÇ one Jfard „ ext€aneouT ÆunƒÁiona�in `he preced

E/qGent€\iˆz is /ot un[ikely. AfT>� all,mHn in even¨the ninete‰nth century liŒed “n a éæirly stanþL3’ùzÖd ºsulen¦ironmentz 
T‰ˆt is, \t was írdinaúily preÜiÙt”ble �s to ‹hat he wou¸d be àoming 2nBo coè„a ¹ wäth  aàåaf“er5ú™y. Hi@ visÅ2l eËviroÝment in t-I 
pArt of theHworldÊinZwhich h live51 ²ñs fúi˜ly consist=nt. In our tim[ weEhave  n ÏVpe<ientially rasticallj rîA¤er en´ronmtn˜¥ One ca51 fl³ 
×l` o»Ìõ ShU˜eaüh in a &ptter of âœurs a$d51dayst not months. W Þave She cinÊÊa, and ¿æEor televisiÑn, as×wel asÒthe ¡DnÁmde 
spectacpe ÿf the l0ht²of Las VeëaÉ o2 the s1yscraperÝ ~ Nµw±York City*TLeÔh<|e”worwd is=thfefto ¤e ÔeeL, and úhÓ whol"´world can 
watc– m�- w}lk on “ûe m8on†årom”Hheir Äivi#g rooms.ÑCertai¤y ÿ t,or objects(of painting6and sculpture caÃnot÷be¤eGpeced$tð
¢c^mpete eHperien3iall] with this& çÓeÆn¯tôo+ ífõ“u]Û” is rel§vant to rt an2 its “angua~e.” áeßÄly}ehe boxãor cu1eòf¾r\ has ben 
ðsedOa!great deal wWt0in hxÏ1con"»têof art. QTake for ¯nstancþ its Êse bs Judd, MorrHs, LeWi(U, naden, m-hh,gBeŽ¦,andMCracken¬c 
n^Ü even meO”i\ing$th‚ quantêty of boxeþ and cuses hat4cÑme üŠter.) The B)föeÀHncm×tweµ• a‡l the varios 'sesÕ3f—th„häœ‡ or 
cube®fqrm iš dirbctly…r_lated to theŠ51Zf"erences ;n the in‹entionsñof thª atists.™Fòrtje, aC™i pørticularly seen in Judd’s work,ªthe use 
of&the box or cube»formWill1stÑates verÍ well SÎñ%eDrlieï lai@.t¤at an o·je¬t iÈ onlŽ artÏwh#´ placed in the context°ofQart  
A 7;wyexample‰ will p)int »Þis –u3.hOe Óould NyÉt«a\ iÁ Wne†ofágu)d’s box fors was v4en fill“dwith deûris¤ seen flaced i¨ a‡inÔust
ial sTttinZ,or even m

el|¨seen s³ttin
on a wù|eRŽëornºr, it wfuÎd notøbe"idenêúfiÐdšwith aSt. It v•llowsóthenïthat unde=stndÊng¯and c‘nsVdera~iTÊ ï° {t3s aE artwo˜Z 
;¹anecessary apriori to vieÒing {t %n odeQ¡to “see” iz as’a woËk ef
- t. AµvanÑe infor<ation aboutmthe cÌncept ofÛart and vÞout an artist’Á co:epts4i 4necessary Ûo the ¾pprc
aZÉonFa{d Ûnde`stÈnd÷n oè$con†emrorary art. Ány'a‘dPall Èf —he physicaC att|FÞute› (qoalitqe
) of coŸtem¤§rar` åorÔs, if c nsideråd separatêlyKa@d/oé pec/€i)a¦ly, Çre irreýÄäant to
the ÝrL concep£. he�aWtKconÛeptJ4%s JddXsaid, though ¥v diªn’t mÊan7it this way) must né‘consider› iÌ its whole´ 
To cþÓsider0Ø honcept’s¤p‡rts i³(invariablyÈtW coIW Óer aºpecRs thatÒÙOe ir+elevant to Utsµarý condi�i n – Ir lEe radingÓp
rts o
 a definition  
ðIt £omes€as no su"¢èi½e tha
 the Ür¡�with the lFast`4i*ed `orphol�gy Ôs t“ exampleRfrom which we decipherÞthe na�ure of tö$ ge(eral·tere “a
t.”8For Áê»ŸG therˆ is a càntÔtt exisiná�sepÐ)atel- o its morpUolo`( Zndüc[n6¬²ting of išs f*nctDonon> isŽmBre ¦ŽkeyÝ t fiQd 
ResultLþ§…s coZfo¿miYg+an‹ pÞedictÄble. 
t=iD Ò¸ modernØart’s p¹ssebsion of  “�/nguage” zØthatheyshort†st !istor that „he plausibility of Ü‹e ab›ndonment of tþ 
Hanguage” bÁcoÇes mUst Âosribèe. It iÅ PÓderqt©nµable then thtt the art tha came´out oÕ We'ternÄpê)ntin' anP†scuptur½ is the°Ýost  
enïgetic, ¾ueätioning(oú its nature), and Ó*e-l4as  assumÈng oBall t%e ºenerLl 1rt”øcocerÜsï In th9 âiUal ~nalÂsis, hÁwever,%±l: of the 
a¤tsave buêFnÄ?iÃ
gß£stðiw’  Êerms) a “0¢mily” òesembºazãe  
Oe  �he vriouò›qualiƒiesÞrÌlatabll to aÍ àart condi¶ionºpossessed by p¤e¶ryó the novelÈ the0CineÂ~Î XðÈtâe
tre, and Ðari.us ÷ÈZs of þusiï, et.,bis t[at aspuít gf them m¨}t ‚eliÛble to  Þe funcÊionoof art ½s¶ç(serted éere  
Is npt the decline oi poštSyÝ‚elataåle to theimpjiedmetahrNi•s from pJetry’ use of “c·mTn” laØguane_ah an£arN äangÆag?24 In Lew 
York §he last Gecadenå stages of poetry ca/ be seen rn the<”oçe byR“Concrete”poetÏ recent¿ytoward™Lhe Àse of aczÓãl objemts and 
theatre2551CanÏit be that they feelßthz unreality of theGN t f¦rm?        Còe seí nbÒ t©atthe axioms of a geím‡try vrF1imp7y 
éfinitions,âandËthat the·thõorems -f aùgeometry are simply the log8calconseqÁenceX µ thesS def¿nition@. A çeo{etry isHot fn itýelf  
aboþtQp51ysi:algsq¶<e; iQ ´ts3lfž«t cannot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anythßng. Butcwe cU° use a weometry äo rsmsin about pÓÛ6iQal 
sàaceÔ Th?t »s fo²say, once we havÜº-ivn the xiomsõaÇphysical interpret
tionz we canþvroceed to aøplç the tÛ¥or]ms
t÷øtÈÎ obj#c¢s$«hih satisfÍ Â
e �xioms. Whut
er a geometry‡c‰nßbè açp1ied tobthe c¼ua� pœysical Àorld o€ «ot, is n 1xpÙ…Ò£al quòsÍiK¸{which falls outsid´ ¬he scope 
ofAgeûmºtry itselfz Áherg Âñ n‰ sens-, therŸfore, i skin†º*chEof©the–variout geo>etriesØknwn to us •reFfals: and whi¤h2are trà›. 
S¤soüar as they Öreæall{fre from c#ntrdictio.ä theyTareðall true. =h/ prÌpoitiƒn whVch st©tes thaM a×cert¬in a!p[icatÃoÖõo¦ a geomJu�y 
ià posib[ehis…not itgelaòa ÂrŠpçýitvn}of th¦t+geometry. All *hat the geomtryÑiisefºthlls us is that if°aîyzhi
g can be ür’ught '¢derÊt
e d¦finineons, it}wil› a²˜\ La£isfy &he th9ÜÐems.ìIt ¨s tÝešefore‚F pureµò logzNwl ]y™em, anW :ts prÖpo²stioÕs ÈNe¢Aure!
yšnal¼tiâ púopÊi™ions.#_Aý ´. Aygr26 HcrŠÅhen I propose 4estÇ the õia«ility ofÐart. [n akà:ge Ìysn trad+tionLl á¯6·osR©hØ 
TsfunrÚalýecaseŽoÌ£Øts assumptons,tartSs ûbiñty î¢ ex\st will de.?ndúnñt onl^  % it@Ún/ù peÙf
rmNng Ê–�rvice1– aŒ enertai±ÿán_, visuiE (Žr ¾theC):exà“rience, or decoratêon – w�ic³ is som�thing easil7 Ìeplaced by -its#h cuÞt—re, 
Bnd te^hnology,fbŠÂ, r4her, itJxiSl/âemaiÇ #iabl0ÜÂy not assumigµa ùhilosoph‚ca stance  for in r¹’s”²ëIque charaÞ er is the capacity to 
remwU%¹aloof frùm ¥hilosodhicül uÀ\ments} It is ¡n this ¤onžªxtÜhh(m Wrt shareÛ sii-ariiesíJith loëiî, mathematács, =nd, asúwell, 
scie=fe. But whe°eas tht otCer edeS—ors a8eÈu¤á“ìŒ,åart is not. AYt ind4eO exisÐs for is own sake† 
ãIn -hi> period of_oUn, after 
hilos~h7 and r÷ligio”,¨artFmay possibly beío+ eMd”avor )ha± fulf§llœ íhat another aDe might ÿve calledÔ“mTn’s s$iµÆtal ne˜ÚñK”¶Or, 
ayì•ÙCr way .f"putting W… might be tÃat ar deals analogouDyxei:hŒthst¥teýon thPngs beyoÚd ph§sics¼ wher§ philosopkÒ had t$ 
maÊe ass¤rðion
. ènd -Ht’s str&ng,(Áis tIat eve…ãtµe preceding Nentence is 8v assertimn/ nç cÁ~nàt be verifi d by art� 
Art’s oily claim3Us for art¯ Art iò thu«efinª/iknŽof art  
æ   8   ”O-ESV 
NReprin=edj51rom2Studªo)Int$‹µatdôn«lÔ(Oct´®er, L969) 
Ó MortonãWhDtŠ,§@he Age of AnalysÌs (Newä:~r0: M„nšor Books), p. 14 �#
2Ibid., p. 15  A



3 Ižmean•Ð£ thÊs E�isteä‡ialism ën÷ PheÓoJ©nlogy. ;ven(Mežleau-Pÿ°ty, wiBh?h¡s midd¦e-of-the-r1ýÊgpo<átion -e�ween empürixusD 
Ønd ratioæaiûm} cünnHt ÁxVrec™¨hiS philo§ophy�Ü¼thout the—useòof words (th=s usig [KÕceàs); and followìng this, how ca! one 
discEss xUeröenYœ 4it out¶sha?p ßistnc
ioâsx–etweeØ ´urs–oves a¢d «he wþrld? 4 N§rõhamesjJ¿an, Physicsßa�~¼²hilosophy (A8nûArbor, Zi�h[Ò Uqýv¤rs8ty of 
MichigånSPress), pg�17  
5 IbiHÖ, @. 1+0 
6 IÙid., p. 190  
i ohe task such philo€ophv has tìken u+Ï¥ its8lfNis the anly_“function” it cøuàd p˜rf,ry wiÉhou2 ma,ing phi’$s^phiëŸ§ss¦ötion= 
8 Th0R is íe}lt!i
h ?n te¨ following sectio2  
« I wuld lRke‚µodÃak¤ it cleÙr, however, úhaTI intend>toùsueak for ÅoGone Ôlse.÷I arrivedÅa…›tpese!coclusions alon,Rand ändóeà, it  
is ®-om thés th¿nkiY ,h/t 4y aÿ since 1966 æf«not mefore) ev"l5e…. O"ly recent;y di
 Irealize afÀtrÑmeeÐing Terr A=Œinson that hê and Michþ¿l B
ld"in sGèoe sDmilar,Œùhugh c<Âtainyœnot idàntical, oinšon{ to ±ine  
1÷ W˜b_ter’s NewBDærl ”icti|n
ry \½ t¾Ç XmÅrica‰ LaÄg¾age  
1í •—esconceptual level of th• work oØ KÑnn¹^huNolŠþ¯ù Jules Oùitsk, Moœris Louis,IÚon þ‚vis, ¬nt%on;³C›,î,–John Hoylnd,âDan Àªfis
ensenÄ ete×ê, is so dis´allÖ `ow, t(at any th-t is tûe is supplØed bÚ the crit˜cs pr‘moting it. T£is is seen’lëµr  
1– MichaXl Fied’s reaso·s for us ‹g îreenbergCs)rationale re
lect his#bacÓgrou[+ dand mostçof ðhe o6he> -omalist criti{s) as a ¦0chola±,” buttmore of it¸šs d#ˆ toõhis des rez IŸsuspec*f to bring his 
sc1ola9l\ s©x ie/ int¶tÈ9 moder§ wzrld.ýO–«gcan eåsily sympatSize withxßis0desire ”o
conn½ct, sayk Tieî`‹o5Lith Jules F’i<sƒi. Åne6shou˜d êever for¨et, h±wever, th›t a hisöoÂiaÆ loves hiµªo¤y ³ore th0n anythiÐ ¯ eìen a=t  
¡3 Lu
y Lippard useC th–s q”Ì¦ation iê a «PJtoIte yo Ad R²inhardt’s r9t3oˆpe¼Ïveµc—ta<o•ue, Januay, '967
 p.å28  
14 L˜[y ippa5D, “52onstellÌtián'by Hars) D._light: The Wêits=Ž An:ual,” HXdsoG Review, Vol. æÄ No¬‹) ‘Sp ng, §ê28) |
n5|Arthur R.ñoØe, ŽFourIÐterÝeww,” Arts MÀgazine&çebá`ary,×1969)  Û!16 ¨s Terry Atâ�son
Ïointed out i“ hiý ‡ntrod²ction : {rt-anguage (Vol.•1, o.1),e$he CuÞŠs²»Xnever qu)stionedÑim–art had Úor±hošogicalœcharacteri!ticž,¡but 
›�i–h ones iŸ p1intin� wÍre accep„;bke æ
ñ17 When someoneç“b]y�  a 7avin�he isnÇt Í�yi(g a light sho",@f¯) if¨he  as ‰e could Œustgo to aËhardùa€Ÿstore a¯d xet the 
¡oodsTfoR consid»rXb+ Sesp. Hn isÒ’à “bu:ång” anythông.H is sDb`idizing Flaiin’s xctivit7 as ‰n 52rtx§t  
J18A. 
« %ßer, Language% „r/th,-azd Logic (Nw rk:ÑDovŸr Publi1atÏons)C p. 78  
19à›bid., p. í7  
2 Ibid.£ p. 5E zÔ1 IbiŠ., 1.90  
2_ I½i., p; 94  
2ž AÆiRe§nharWt×s re#rospe§tiv… c&ta²gue(Jewish useu9§ JanuaRy, ü967ó writven by Lucy Lippa‡d, p. 1kÝÏ
Ì2Ë ItUieŽpoet¦y’s use of com±]nNlang¨°ge to att¨m«tqºo H¤y the unsayable ïha‘Eis problÊmˆGic, not÷any ®nåer“nt×probleÏ€i¹¼husT of 
l¦nguage wi}rÄn the cont¶xtTo¨¼artrÒ25 Ironiàally, ÐaØy of ûhe‹ícall ™hemselves “¬“nceptua€ Pwets.& Much of thi…
€worŠöisgve�WTsimÝìar t§ÊWÓlkeó“de Maria’s Èoœk ad t“isóis n
tñcoincid#nta§; de‰MariF’s w”rk]functions as 52Íkind of “object” àûetr¢S and hV7in¬ee®i÷s9are very poetic… 
he*reaû6ySºantshis@work to þ¶¼nge men’s l]veœ  ï
26 Op. ciˆ., ž. j2  
     È   
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 The factzhat it Øa\ recentl˜ becomLµµasriúnab<e forž4hyFiÙis2s Èhemselves to beŒsymZD¼hejicÿtQwar’ religion §
. .©mark½†thmˆphys8%š�[®’ own lkcÛ 9n confidencedx& Uhe valiVi.  f òheir hyÄot©eses, w“ich is a'reLction on thi' parœ òrô‚thH 
antirelig¼ous dogmatism of Â4neteenth-cenuêy soienÃiÙ—s, a\³ a Íat ral ou1om« ož thÍ criÜ°s throug§óhich physic!‰has juÁt pÄAa,Ý. –
A. J. Aynr. . . .¾oFce one hasöunderst.od 8he Trctatu` à\eŒe $ill ·ânoãt…mptatpcn i concerë Æneself anyÄËrí with •iloõo/{y,î‹hš„h  
isxne+ther empiri³al?like sciÎnc¾ nor ¹a_toloæical like mµhepaticc; oH´will, like W|ttcens§ein iH Š1ô ÷bando p#loO’Ìhƒ, which, as-
tþvdntionaly understo[d, is r[òed in¦conu1io.  
–J. OŒ årÞ%)n› 
TrÎditLoÈa~ phlo
“7hy, almos^ Ey defÖ
itÀon,ZhasíQo)c:rÀ-d Útself with ^h] u¬sûld.The nea‘lÖ çöclusie !ocus
oîð)he said by –w´ÜûTeÅE-denÃ*ry aÖalytiTal lÒnguistic¿p‚iloÍophers¼is tÏe sharSf ûonteïtion tT
tEtheUu0aid is unsaid ¤eÁaMse it isSun-aXbO¿. regelianÉÁhilo&ophy #<FeEsen+e!ùn thŒ n
ŸteeÊth æew#&rò and mst›have b‹en soot]ing to a
ce�ªury thMt w°s barely Öettn¼ over umh, the Enlight³nFent, and KCnE.1HeÂl¶s philosophy¹wasýalso ca¢blù of givingµcov§r for 
aœdef³WsÉ6ofkœeligious belieÉ', spplying a^ \ltcrnŒžä¤e to Newtoni.n àc§aéiÂs, and‹fiting inwB³ t2µ¡gµo:th of/history ¤s a disciplšne, 
as½welþ as acceptin DarwiniŸn bi}¨oÇy.2 óe a•peabedóto giXe an‘ac¹eïta¢le resI˜ution to t?econþlictbÿtween‰th‹ologyand science, as 
well I
ø5he reÖut of He¦elH] influence ³as been tQat_aUÉPe
t majorèt´ ofQc¦îtmporar« philoop>ers [re really li¸tle 52oreýthanêhžstorians 'f pilos)’py,hLdbrarians Çf the Trut5,Kso tT speak. 
On“�b¾ginx to get the impreôxô‘natha_ ¢here W)sÞnoæh
ng more to b` sa,Ž”And c‚rtainly if one reil·zes eh˜ iöôlLc|¤ions of Wi}Øã�sÊein’s 7hink}ug,vaPdxÂhethinkiTg ”ntluÈFcedË•y%himáð¶d 
âfôr hifE “Co;tinental”^pZiloæophy neeu nÀö ée†iously be co�iAerRdÜSere.3 I
 there a re—son fvr th& “unreality` ¯f /‚i�†÷ophy in^our )ú—b? ü†×haSs Õhis can be ans¿ered LêiZaok·ng;into te ´iffRr$nceubýt¼een ošr 
†ime9a~d ohe He»turies§pÞedÉding¢us.{In túe va” man’  c)[cluÐio …bíut the;worÃd wÍre bfsed on þhe÷vnTorß°ion Þe¶haXêabèut t – ifŽ 
ô^ specifgcally 



i:× vhe empirecisÈs  Àen gFneraKly lœketh— rtionÂTiàäsØ Ofte[ iâ fact, hà[lg.enes be±weª( s�ienc@ and hilowp<y wadÖ?o ge~t tha� 
scie.ÄstÏ and philYsopher¢wŸe 3nšand t»e same persFn.(In fat, from tHe6timƒs ofcT¶ales, ¹ic×rus, Héraclitus, and AristotDe to 
Des9artes and Leµï�i.z,$“the grÊa§ =ames in phiTÅsoph’ weee oft[n gre&t¬name  in science as well{”| That tÏe Ñl¸ ¬Â perceived 
bytwentiÐth-centâr53ºÎc?nM©e§is a vËtlëŒdiffeýent one t!å> phe oRm of ¯tj preÍeding c£nt¤ry  noÅx ôot be proved há¨e. »s it 
posshEleN then, that iÔ#¶•fectma¦ has learn-dú\o puchr 3nd hDs ÂJntelli™ence” is su–h, that ae¸Äannot bOlieve7the reasoning o4 
tradºtionA ‹philo opõy? ThaÞ perha“ï he k¡owsUtaoúmuüf a‹out
tbe worl  §ÅÒmake0ãhÍse k›ndsdof oclusionsL As ‘ir JampÈFJYans Ó=s�‘taMei:<u ‡ . Wpn p§§Ð‹sophy has avail8d i¢clf ofthe 
resœlt]zofNscenQe, t has nft Ëeenáb3NjorèwAng tôe abstôct µaœhematÙcal des¼Üiptionkofhth  Úar×ern oZ events, but y bgrrowrn4 
8he then cu�renÍ pi±tor %l desîÐiption,of th<sÝpattern; thus iÎ ha¹ no` apprL?riated certažn k_owledgŸ 
ut +on[ectures  
T9¼ìeco¦ject_res were oftõn /o`S enouÍh¹o· tYe ma -Kizeü worldw’rut'Áot, as we nÏw knowÌ¥for;those átÄ§te ‘r¢cessescof øaz~re 
which conhro§ th $a£penings o¶ heƒmÎn-sÄzed Co^Ld, and®brinh us Xea»äCt t the tráeZna/ureoN re lity�5  ¥e contiues ONe cns

quence of t="K is that th[ suaûdarU¹pWilosophic°j disc?ssionc of many¾„roblems, suc‹Òs hose of ÛausaliÇì and free 
äiÅlJoroÿïmater
alisLrr mentalis, re ‚ased o… aO intêrpreîaton ` ¥hÓ |“tÿern o events]which is ¤o lóngeu`ténYbl·¨ ^he scieçtificF©ðsis öffthes¼ÁolderÓ!
Ùscus7i¶ïehasrbeen
wUghed Øay, and withtheirØdšsÓp(earanÉe hJve gone a,¯SLh¡ argÇ„ents ... 6 =he tqeætie’h c²Ìt
ry b*9Ç�t in ½ tLmB«that couí- bef€alled “the eTd¡ofÆphil[sWphy`and the beg+ln7n� of Grt £
” I±ao öo mÌan that, of course,ä%t—ictlycspeak’„, bu3 ´ather añ®the “ße\dÝnc~”Æxf theÉs×tuatin. {erÜa7nly lingxistic [hiþosoph can SG 
c"n_ider7d the hÌij ÞoSempi%53£ism, uut it’à.a p÷ilsophy “n on" <eRr.7âAnd tcere ðs ertainly an “arj hendition” êÙ ‡rt p¬el#di¶g 
Duchamp,9but ¡s otžerHfunc«ÐonóoØ reasons-to-be areˆso:p]onzunced týatŒt¡%abi®ity äo 
¸B§tioL clæar–yo-s art Uimits t ažÍ c+ndi¶®on^soödraóticalíÛ ÚÐaw i�2s onl9ámi0ially a/t…8 þnfn  mecƒanasíic s+]s§ is th¶e a connection 
betwe[n phÔÿosophy s “hôding”^and arÏµsõ“óågd¥ning,” but I don’tî‹nw thiÈ-#ccŸrence entirelyÇc-incid.nWül.þThough tñóÞsÌme 
Úeïsoes 53ay be reêponsiblç orýbot= occuyreuces, theôÙØnneZ±ion is made¨by me. I bringt§s al upòto analyze artusÒfunct-“n 
and suØsequenty its vi§bilit¶Ë An¯ I doÆso\toEenable others o uŽre�sQand t<e ryasÄninÔÖof¨rø– and, by ÂxtIhsion, o]er artists’ – artD 
a well¢to provid� a cleƒrer unŠerstandiNg of he ter “Cøn]e_]uÏl artë€– 
7
GHŽfTjNýT?ON OF ART 
ƒ_\Th~ main!qua1 u¸catŽonF\to the XÌser posi iQn ofâpaiÓtimg isÎ¯• a©van‹Øs in Žrt arI cerÉ2Înly(Üo* al\añs $õrÐal nes.–Do•ald„@Édd 
(1Ÿ63) 1"
Half:lr mKre“ofŸt…e best nõ wmrk in th� lás.£feO years‡hYîòb¯en—ne@U|er pai+÷inŒ no� sÆulptureÐW–Dinald Judd (1965)  
Everô:hing Äculptþre áýs, my work doesn’=
 
–Dona¹d¾Judd2(19�7·  
The
idea becomÕs a maci¹e that mãkes the a~l1 –Solw"�Witt‰(1965)ÂThe one·hing tª sdy about#a~tüis that it is oneUthingÉ Art is at-asðart 
and everyzing elsù is ïíerythingŒelse.ôAr®Las ³rtŽis nohing $³t artË§
?A-t¨is notÂwh t is no ar=.ô–A: Æ¶inFardtû(3963) Ü
˜?e weaniŠÄ is Ñhe use
†–Wit#gens¬ein  šäá mo)e func7‡onal•app§oach to the ‘tudy of cofdepts has tenQeÜ toXrep+a=e he mt‰od f iRtrjspeVtio£. Instea? of 
aÒtemptingxtO gra0Á 4r desriÚ concepqÐbarD, soÊto speak, the lsycuo�ÎBis£ inv¶sç©ga$bs the£wi6 in 
{ich Å‡eË©funtion as*in4rudëÚntsÞin öeliefx and Ön ÞdgÞ™nt¹  
53–ÏrÏin™ M. Copi  
Meaœ*g X!a‚wÃys a W¨e„plos�tio‹3ôf functlon� ^
–T†ûSegerstedt  
“ . � tøe subÎ¬Ut mata ‚f CI^cept‹Þleinv[sSigaFion} is EhïŠmea‚ingZf §er‡a›n words nd exp§UssionsÈ– a´d nŸt tŸ¹ th.gs an s®tž 
ofÛaffair them}»lvesIabouý whichíwe talk,whea using thsY w:rþµ and e–pr(s o]s  K
GG.. VonÚWrg9œ \
ThiÙkiòg¥ia ra%ically metap2:ri!m LGnkag™ byèanaÎogy is iÙ2 onstituenÖ l53w or p.in�iple, its c„usal Qexus,�si³c¦ meanÙn��ÉÈly
ariseZ throÉgh �he—au#al cotexts qy which afsqgn!smanXIÛfor (tkõs Ihe pla#e of an�instaúcM ofaûso
t. To¹tÉvnk f B‚ñthin] isš²oÂta™åŸt a@  á a ›
rt (;s k such anGÝuch)82n"„thae “as° bïinds Kn (oÝenl" o` mndi7guiseó hhe an(lgy, ühc4öaraCûel,Ätheómetapçor c Ù‹¨pple or grÌuny or 
gras] or *raw²9y wIich al–n� he miŒn ™aPƒs hold. It@tèkes)no Óold iì t|úreÕis ‹orhing f»r it to h
u� from, f¶! is thOnuingtis lheÊhaul, Che atØaction of lkes  
]:I. ¿. =ic}ards  
ZIË this ™”ctðon ( w™ll dis[uss the teparat¢53n etwenÖest¼Ðui–s a·d krï; ~onsideä‡br1efly fo4ˆali¼t 5rt (be¾aasa „î il Ç leOdiGg 
wropone"tPofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art), and asÿÙ/FïtÇa+ art 6 ½…aÜog-us tõ an?#nlytic propositi©z, an. thaÎ itæis art’s`ex÷àtence 
aŽ a tautoëo¬ë thatñen”bµes art tš ÑemaQn�aloof” ”ro� pilæhophiÅal _rð&Úmp*iûn,53{
@ _Ó   —It is necssary tošsepšrate ašsthàtÎc:ìMrom art bec®ue²æ?sthetics Áeaµs /ßth opên™onu on†í§ception of Oe world ingeneral¹ 
Cnthe ¿ast nm op 3hÀ t)o pBo£gs‹of—ârt’s function w›s üt: valuÁ as 
ecora-ion. S” any ³ran“RQof !hilo—áphÃ tha dealtwxthý“bea“tô” and thus
taste, w�s ineviTËbly ûuty boun4 þ+ dis7uss art a$wel
  
Out ‹f thjs “hÎbï”[grew the notionDthaN}thereâwasPa concîpíÏal connection beÌw3¼n &riÔanÛ aesthetÌcs, whic0–is no trueÒÖ#i, i´ea 
ne†år dŠÁ¦icalºy°coöSicteC with ørtisticAc‡nsideratio‘s :ef§re*5e*e’tvtšme, oo” ánl fec¨use thµ morpŒolgical chaÔucÎeristà…s ofÅvÉÌ 
perpetuatddPthe con[inuitô Óf thiÌ error, but aªwe>l,53û,case]toe'a£pa¥Úxt other.“functi±ns” o_ artþ(2epictio� of reliViousÔth´fes, 
porthaitÚre of ariscoc·atÃ, detailiny oœ arÚhitectur¶á etc.) ŒsA›�art to¯c7v-r ¸p Ö’t  ³�Bhen obje<ts Vr Ìreente�øvßthin thecontGxt o3ù
%t (çDd ´ntµlËÜecentiŽ object4 ala8{ have’been use:) Dhey are§a½ eliÒibl? fHr a8
thtcc”nsiderýtiôn & are any:objeò0ˆ n th| w™rld, an¶Ïanùa¸sþ†‘ti¼ cWnsiderati'n µf a˜ oÔje˜teai
tin) on the realm of�art �eans tha· thö ob¤ect’Ÿ eNB’te¤y” :š funZtioniBg in¤an art ÐontexÙ Ås iÇrzÜµvant xo the]e¸stŸÒtic �udYment  
�The rel«Íion ofša£stheti‰s tí=art ~s not unlUke thatBo¹ aesthe^ics ·o arc˜]tecture©ngÏhat achitecurn has a ve©y[sÙeåfc f[ncion!Dnd 
hzw “good”<ts dõsign is is primWril¤ ƒÕatjd to how wellitpperf"rml its fun



tion. ThÖ-; judgments on what¸it ook like ë[rresÖond t” ta÷e,Âand ºk cMn ¾ee t”atÜ
h orghouŸ«ËistÏvy di66e{ent ÑxamplLs of arc3itec„ure a¼e2ÿraœ\ed at diffe2e¶b‹times d3endöng on tx¹ aeÅthetics 
ofYÏaûticulîr eKochs. Aæsthetic thiykingÓha·å·vûn54gone s) fFr aW to �ake ½x×mples of archivecture not reïated to “ar±” t‰all, workè of 
Qrtin (he¼sel�esÚ(¡.g., th  pyrÝmid6of Egfpt—  
Aasthei�ùînsideKa ions Òke Ändeed�alUays ext anHoub to #n obj ct’s funØtio² or �u¬aÏoO-toibe” Ulessof›cVurse,«tha™ }bje?
t’s r�ason-to-beLi- >trictly ¹esthú<ˆc. AxEexample oÞ a pôrely a²¢thetic#o§jqcœbi a dûcorativì [bject, f„r EcŸratio)’Û pÙùmÑrH 
funcŒion isZ“to add somet'ing t‰, sÞ as toÌm�ke mo”e apllactiªe; adorn;éo“namenÌ,”1ã atd this rÆÎÐtes dørectl}÷tItastö  
AndôtFiÚ leaSs ßs øirect§y tV “formÒ|ist” Lr™ and cri?iË•sm¯11 ForÎalis�arä (-ai>ting an> ¶ Ê(‰tÞre) is the v@ngua”À oÎ

d�oration, and, strictïy sp�²kiâg, one coÄld leason´b„y ~sserg�t~at its aµt condition #s¸sÖ minima* t™aý for all•functiœnal 
pRp=seE iË ™s not art at all, buÍ p†e 3Òe¹cisesWin ¦ßsthetAcs/ rbove all thiÞgs ClŒmen† Greènbrg ˆs the citic �f tas‘e. BehiAC Övery 
oÅe oè íi• dncisions is n aestÝetiX¶Óudgmežo,'wit† thoseNjudgmen˜s refUecting his3tas54e  
éNndÅwhÔt wµes h–sùtasˆe reflecte Th,«periodUhekgre¤u© inba a critic¿ the pDriod e§ealÒ;fr h›ŠÞ the ifteà.ëÀ How el×e can 
èneaúcount f½r, Yizen ®isÒtheor}eÆ – if ¡hey dav~ any l“gic to th~m‰aÉ ¦ll 4 hisdisi8teres÷ in Frénk Sfe la, AdßReinhardt, Óed 
ÈthÕrs7aõ;licaEReåto his his©o’ical„s¤heme? Is it becaºs°ghe is “. . . basxcally ‡]mYaòhetic oç øerso$aûlynexäÓrôenti÷l ñ\ouÄds”?
3LOr¢ in o4heräwnrd, ¨the_r worI d¿esn’Õ¦uit hi tas•e?” Ëut ¸n the¯p(ilosophic t„bula r×sa o art, “i˜ sLmeone Talùs it_art,” aq þonêWd 
has caÞd½ “Êts aUt” iive\ tå™™, åoÙ<alistDpaiŽting and_sculCture caŒ be granted _* “çrçGonaition, but .n@y bö vúrtue ofdt-e¦r¶pre

entarionÄin tÉrmü of�th�ir órt idea (eŸg., a reZtangulŸr-shapÔå canvûsãsIr’che�Žoòer oodenRsÖòprns 6n�Kswained w÷th 
sch a}l‚such cÂlor:, us]ng Whch and suchøform54, giving˜sUch(nd sucs a«vWsua€ exÛerie™©e> ¢tc.y. If �ni lfo[Ât oÇtempor!r Àrt in this

 ught one rŒal¾"es th“ minim�l=Ór„°tiµe efftrt töken 1n th�üpart ofè� rPaËist arñis�s spJciÌica½l6º and Mll pa�ners‰ans 
XPòlptors w¶Skina as suYh ÍUday)Ôgen‰rally* 
54Si] bCiìgsÖus to¾the rea-çzatmµ ÓhatìformalËst×art ónd critiT¤gmÿaccepts a
†a de˜n¨tion of m-d one tha  exists&sÌlúly .n mrphol™gica; goEns.ßz¯
lÂ ŠÌvasŸ quanV3mX of similadgookingÊo
je¯ts orXimÒ�es (¸r visHally relatem objec±s -r3Žm4Püs) may seem to b� re…atedÂor »HnneLted) becauûñ³’f a siìilaity o6 
visu«l/þxèerõeŒtial ŒÕeadinÏ’Û”¤Bne cÆÒnot cçai< from thiË aS artØstic or con3eptual rel�t!onsh7p×´
   †„   The Xunci"n oñ.:rt, ¶s a �uestion,Twax eö�st Åai;ed >yóa‡ceÚü8c÷aèp. In facê iy is Mar$el guchamp wÆoö we Zan cr9ditM
´_th`gäving‚a¦¯…its oÑ`identity.O(One can ert«@nly see a endÉnc towarf“thisesµ-i#entific„tion ofaŠ¶t eégáningóÔitY Ma2Þt and 
Cézannå t:ough {o Cuðism,16 b;¹ their works arS ¾i/id and ambiguos ‘yÃcom)aris¥n with D¥Nhamê’s.) “Moder–¨art andütÂe work before 
tee©|d connectedv.y v¡rtue of t`€irâàor
holog¹. Another wa\ÊÿfGpÌtting¥it would be t at artÁsž“�anguag`” remainedçthAûs°me, ?ut i‘ was saying new hings. She evI’tÈthÈt ma|
èçc€nceivabte te ret9uzation that it wa` Ÿos´ibl\{œoö¯soeak anZther?lánguagR” ¸nd stiêlëmMeåsense in ažt waW¼Ma~cel(Ducøßmp’s 
firshìunZsÃisted R¤ad-made O!
W~th the unassistedR\ady-mcdek art &h4ged ?ts focus�fromAtheQform ofthÊ lanñuage2t$ what was-beun( ¿ðBd.7?h[c means that iy 
ØhanÁed _h˜¤nPtureÿof at fºomña³¡uµsßio~ oy-ôorph§logy o a qÙeÁtion of fuþcæ€on. T�i' changá I oSe fromu“g¶0
Rr�n¥e¦ €o “
ogc"|tion” – w‡s ¢he b¢gin@ing of “mÝern” ™¨ and the 54íìn:yng of conceptRal art8 A~…‚a&t {aš/erÚDuchamñ) isç±onceptJal žinnaturª) 
becu,eMaIt ’Æly Å.ists�concepäuaüly ‡ÇãThe “value”\¹f par¨i·Yarïant[tP afYer DuchDmp ³an ‹â2weighed accoùúing hë how much tÒe> 
VueKT#oned hz n
ture #! art@’whEch ƒs an‚t¸r uay of say\ng “w4Wt th:y addeû t¶ theØcBncÐp<iÉn äfŸartŒ o® what 
asn’t there befor± tPey starEedp Artist¤œquesthon the natFre ofèar¤S pr‡sŸnµinw †e5 propositions as to ~rt’sVnzture. ALX to do 
thisƒon{ cannot concern oƒes¢lf wi¤h the handåà-d(wn “lanƒuake” of !rÄditio‰aœ7ar½, s 8h+> actiƒtx is ™aseddoŽßthe assumptVon 
Wh„t¥þh+re ¤s onfy one wÅyùo}¤œramÃ
g 6tÛ2r6pžsit¾
Fs. BÛt the very stuff f art is indeedbgrea)l\ �ela>edlto Ÿcrea_¬ng” new pLo‚osiš:nÜ  
T c@se Vs otenÁmÎÒj – 
=¶ticRlam’y ¸n refaRnceÞto DucÐamp 0w^hat obje|tÖ of artI(such asQthe H'ady-maVes,Eyf Úovrne, Œ¤ Sll a
 is `mplied in thi‡)F9re jÞdge
 as objets d’art inëlater years‘aµd”the artists’ inHeotios becom eÅremÕva@t.+lZch
anÿargtm{nuisÕte cÐ’e #f‘a preconãeived notionò¢r:eru}† togetheÚ noi nesessa¹ilñ relaöed factsÖ ThÂ
Xnt
is this: &stxeti¯s, as p -ave pontÔd oÒ',3are;conc£pßually i#re0Uóani t. üÌ-  
Thð, k•y hysCc’lthÛng ca’ bßco Ï objet db�¦tŽ thatöis tÞ—$èy, cn îe šonsidšre  Zsteuw, aesthetically ü”easÛng, etc. But this Yas 
no#bKrin— 1nàthe  bject’sgapplic tion to an °rt ontext; hòt 
s, iªY fu�cviƒning¤in an,arñ „o†teœt.:(Eãg·0!i) aÛ%ollector t–ªÚs a÷pai`³iÈg, at“Qches egs, and©u;es ¼t ÜM a dinjng tablebiØ’s an4act 
uÅrilat¿dºIo art or the artisî»becãus,É4s art, that waán’Ò t„e;artisX’s intentiok.) It is ô~viouÃ ÷øe°Ét°a54U¢Ørmalist c-Stc)sm’s re6iÃnce 
ãn ëorphoƒ:gØJlýads–¿essar l„wie& a bias toward th§ morphIlogyÀof traditional artw Apd i=jthiö :ems tDeir criticšsm BsÉµ!t related 
‚œ h “scieût·ficçmethÂï” Úr any±s"B o\ ôpiä (sm (as Micha)lFJœd,6ßitÒ ¡i³ deta£leµ d™s(riptions `f paintingC'and othðr 
“schalaWlj”„ÐarþhÚrnalÆa wouNí w–nt œs ™}®belÂeve).÷Fomalst criticism is nk more tÆan an analysi^ Þfþthe phyÑicaŠ adtTibutQs 
oÕ ømrz˜cular�o×je�ts %h¦t hèpp7n t–iexist i1çaum®rp(ol‹gical cõnØÛx-  ent ùhisÝdo¥sn’t dL any k@owledaº (oÕïfacts÷ to our 
uh¶úrskaéýing of the nature or func–ion of ara. <n neither does iƒ2kîm¶enš on£whet
er Zr not ‚heqÓbjectqyanalyzedxrH…everè
<rks$#f ÓrW, in th‹t—for´alist Hritics olways ¨yˆas½the concpÜual egume½t in woßks of aî5.áxachl¹ why they#do’t¶oõenton tû cohcep—
Gal elHïebt in$worsFf²¾Ft i¡ precisÏlt be’ause¼formgóist ar‰ is only a9t b• vitue íf i«Øes
mblanŽe to øarlier works AfÃaˆt. ¹t’sa mindleOs art  Orz as LucQ Lipæard so s‡ccin÷tlbcdÏscri{‡ J²ˆ‡s O¬ðtÝzñ’s paintivgs:rŸhæs’re 
§isua® M)54ak.514 F‡rmal…st4cri6icsžandÁór8ists alSÝÌ do not †ueÉti™n¶t¯e nature of aÅt, but a�rI”haôê said eãseNhere: BeiÍg 
an]aYtiet n©w mxans to question thvnatue of art. gf°ëe iç quÏstio-ing »h8 nabu³eÖof©paintûŒg, on. Jannot Óeëq*e›oniµ the 
natgr{ oÆöar»ý I®¿an Artist À•jptsLpa¦vtOng (™r s‹upture) h« �s accepting the tradJtioF that goes ñith×it. T„-l’s befauseátüeoword ert  
és{gen¯ra«aßd te %ord Œaijting iáspeªifiÙŸ ¼¶i–t§ng Q © kiI´ of amt  
êf yQu make¸azntingsryou”a†eYalready a‚-epting (notvŸs±st\/ni©g)Ôthe na¥ure ëf a{u. On' is th0ø acðepting tht ntur of Çrt 
to(be«theároï¶an týaditio† of aTpFin›ing-sulptuie [iÝhotoky.15|T™e strongest objectµon one caE r«se¡a˜<instÙa morËhological justiic…
tion for%tr†Ú÷Wional art is thatÌmhrphŒlo—icalänÍtions of asõ úöbod4œan impled � prio‘i›conceðtÊoÿ ar54’s/possibili



i¯Km Aÿd such C a§pior? co„ó¼ptof the9nsóuremof¾arœ (as 4eparate fr'JsanFl—tic·ll) fr|me£Varàpr‰pãsitions o¶Û“wor°ƒ” wh`ch I wüll 
ªsÁuss lat}rˆ makeÊ it  inœred TÕ3PiÛi: imposüible to ques–ion the ¬Õture of art. And tis UuestionžngÊof ¨he naSure ff rt\ÿ& a 
¯eryi©portantÂ}onc/4t Un understadin‡ theófunction oâ art  
   ñ    And+wHtúholds ðrye forêDuch!mp’s¬+„rk applKes aW w}ƒ to mosNbÉf çQe art£after hm.F¦| otÄe€ wþ'ds, tøÙvalue of�?±-is� – 
orGinÂv÷nce�– Çs i›• iea ñ1 theßre�lm ofíar o }ot tY¶ phDsi‚aÙ ¸r HÕC-al qSa iies ¯een²in a Éaecific pain{®nò or tTn
´parÂicularizaioˆ(Wf$cert*+ncí›=rs I‡ s55Žes� orætheFe col:us?¹nd shåpesuare Ùhe artÜstlìnguage,” n‘ its mü™ning¨co�cepÿuaél- as 
art. TB loo! upon arWâb:st “wasterwork” nzw¾as Cßt i¬ nonsensicÙl  conc'p–ally speaking, as far as art is concUrnld. (That Misual 
invoxma,iow tGat ²jµ Tnique inÂþubismáÌ laœguage has now bePn îenerallK absoøÒed Ënd Þ.sþa lot to doš¼thþthe way÷in�ch÷cG ¢ne 
Teaòs ‹tŠ painting “(ingùistic(ll€..\[$.g.V
hat a ðu£ist pa€@ti2g mea”t exÏerim’neallyÊand¦cÖtceptïalYy ˜o¿ sa¤ŽGe”tñude St;…n, is beon® ourÏspecu^Òti^ø be}auŒe�the sam_ 
‚:int¦g theã“ueŒnt” some²hing d©fýerenÈdthan%it 7oesˆnow.]) Û$eúênal
e” now òf anHorbg1naÿ Cubzst p¬inin
 is –Ct unlik� iá moÆg r¤®gektŽ, an origEnalÆanuscrip| by LÈ°d Br‹n, or TZe pirit of St
 Louis 
s×it is#see©^inCthÝ–SmithÏonian Insqitu$9oä ‘
(n~ee9u 8use+ms fiyl ts*=Rer\ samT uÈction as the S$´thson˜þn‰nsÈitu6[on – W0yCels would ëhÔ#JeuÚde Paðme wi«g›of th• LoRvr 
exhibit CézSn“eãs and Vaf ¤éghÜstpaett®s/§s pHoudlP Ås they o the)ü pailtnÕ?) œctuŸ
 worŽs oû ag
 zre ¢ittleoãor� tha± hiStori’al curiosiAieè. As ftr . art3is cü¡cerÍed Van Gogh’s Yain+iN¦| aDek’x wor£q any more th÷~ his {al»tëe is.?
Theyfare ‚th “üÏllector’s _tms.”17VArt ²™iJes” throgskinflue
HÖAg )ther art, nt Œy exsting a“ thqÓphysical residue ofÎaÒ a[tist’s ÿdeaÂ The‘reasoŠÖthân diféeSent aœistµ from Whe pasttare 
Öbrou¦¡t ±l°es Õgain isËbecùuse ÷ome •spectûfˆðhepr woršíbecomes @us‘}le” Ôy livingáa¿tist(. Th=t Æere isAn¬ Ìtr0†h” aî ¶o
whaƒ artDis ÿeemÒ qite unrZalizÓd  f
What ýs the fuqòßion o'art, oÞ tÕe ´ature‚o™ aºt~ I”–we continue�our"ÕIalogy cf cŠ=form¿ art îèkež as|$eiM) 
art�sÞl5ngòþge‘oneLcaØŽrea4iethen ’hat  ¾orkòoG artá�s a knd 1f pÙo-os‡t n pre1en×ed withip t¹eÒëonÊext /f art ›s 55 c¨mmeWt Qn 
artº WeIcan thenŠgB fuÌther ón¨ aÎalyz±Øth types of “propositioëâ.” æ.LJ. ye’s evluatNSnæoÞ òa0t’â distinctioH betw
en analytöcÿa6d¡!µn�h3ÙicËi• �s‚ulËto us here: “ ëprcposo¹ion isòanalytÎc|w™en itvaÌidity;dependsmsokeâ.on ªheÏd˜fi§“inø«of ]he 
symbo"·]it conta§n, abÁì‰n†üetic(when its vai´ity isydÐtermin+d by th¡ fa®t’îof‰experiníe.”1J The aÊalogy I will attÅmpç tÉ mzke 
i55þDní UetweeÇÀthZ ar6 Üonšœ‘on asš the condition ofÚthe analyticðp]oposi\ion  >n thaã they d¦ç’t Àpp¶z¥to be #elie able as 
aØthing;esô, or beUaboÌt anythinz (ot´r thanagt) the for²s of_
rt nosA lea(lEëfin6.lyžrefer©ble onˆy å¬ ar† have bee5 forms clYsest to anQBët%cal �ropo§žtions ï
™ï×ks AŽÚ]rt ‹reÚýÆaJyt)c propoÒi5ioŽs That�¥s, if vieweÅ within their context XA¼ aäý – the� provi˜� n% énf rm”%þon wý+ts%üver 
boutka:y @attcr of 
¼ct. A wVrÌ of a©Ý is j ta«toloºy�in nh¿E it is a crese
ta�Ÿon9of the artûst’±9intntio=,Öthat is, hm is s`yNng ÊhÔt hatwpprtic(
mrªwTrk
cfÄØrÝ ûñ•Nl^, which mean
, ns a aefim06ioƒ oX art. ThusÞÂthmt Ít is art isStžÓe a p{iori (wÌic is wh9t Judd m55a7s when÷ße st¨tes t}~ˆ “if someo:e caÞls it ar_,ýit’s 
\rtŽ)  
Indšed, it is nˆarly¹im¤os„Ûble tŠ dâÚcuss·art in ,½neôal DÑms wthoà�ta±kiÏg in tauto<ogies – foo t attemì tBâ>grabpH Brp by†any 
otheiW“haôdle„i« erely to›ocus n tŸothpŠyspecá or q7&lÔty >
 the pro®osi´io…, which is us-úllyb@)releûaŽtÀto the55rworpNs “art coêdition.”@On¼¡6egins!to âe«lizeºtga}Âart’õ “arX condition” is 
Ðconceptuaã ¨tae. ThatµtMæ Xangõag¨forls that the art‡st fraæ¤‘ his pro®ositioGs in are osteÙ©“‚ÿivate”ªod¡s o( languages is an 
iÃevitabZ outcom¤†o µrŽs fr+ndo‰ fom ÎorpholSgfcal µ�nstrÎ¸tioøsh and^iC foQlow¾ fo÷¯this JhètÙone ˜as tû be fpÛi'&ar)witž 
conte¿porary art toapÅžecaùg¸Ot‹abÆÊund¡rsÊ nd it. Likewise Lne und<r×KandÚ w¢y¾t/€ “maR in the street” is intLlerµ7t to 
§rtis¥iý rtand a±w‰ys¨deman
L art òn a or¶ditional “lénguagl.” (AnY one Bndørstanû÷ w~y f˜rm”list art sells “likI hoÙ caÒrs.!ì 'nl™ in paiÓtißgqand s¯uIptuÏeÁ('d the 
Èrtis's µll speakWthe same languageF sha¤ais calleç “Novelty’ý×W”‚bXdh¼ formlistq7iˆ®oåen toe0attþmptto Ùind new lýnguagesm 
althè$öE a\nÃD lang�ag˜ doesn’t necess¹rily me9×…the fraMi�g of new”àr6po~iÕio@s: e‡gÈsMmost k?ne{ic q|dêe'ecronic art  
A4o’heO.ò�y Þf statFng9 in rlatiÆ to art, what AyerOÞssert$d a»out;the ýnalyt¼c meth€d rnà¹he zo^text o†¦„ang{cg ÒouÊÕ be 
thÒ+Àolsowingq T�nLvþ7idŸt¹ o` aŒtis2ic pRÖposi�¿ons is not d™penden¹ o«any «mpÚ ical} much les °nyqaes'hætic‡pŠesjp÷o;8tion 
about Vhe natÂre Ù;tÒins. For thÈ )rtÅ«t,™
s Rn a anystü is n£t dÞrettly TDnc4rpeµ 
ith th± lhys“calpoopertie# of thin¿s. He is@concerged o†lywwi¬µ the wa '1) in (hich yrt"is ‘apa¾leDoV conceptualFŒrowth 
andcþ2ˆ.howzCis±proµlsiÚioKs apeícMpabÚe%1f¸…¨gºcally folloúing that grÐw-hW19O    ½  ·PÇre 
ExpressioniIm,çcoxQinuingŸwith°kyrösœ‚¬¢ms, cou†d be½c6nsižeéda such8 “A se·tence55whch íonsñsç
d âf dÁóonsfrative 0ymfol�øwou
d ©ot³express  genuine proposit+on. It Þou†dobÄ  mere£Œjîculaíio’. wn no Úay Éharacã·r¤jþn£ tüat t# which it�was supposed tÔ ref×V.” 
Ýxp1‰ssHonistqworks 55e usu Á y sucÔ “ejc¯laNion&”*pâe~ent(d in thÌ m²rphoßogical language of traditio¢al art.¾If Polloch 
is�;òporja�t iì {s bucaµÐe he pai~ted on loosežcanvas·:õ§ivonta)ly toÖt�ž ›lo?  
>hatãksnÅt 9m#o¾tÔnt is tha³ h± l(tr p55tª-hOse dNippungs oker str¤tce¡s anqëÇunð them Qa:allel to the wa,.a(‚ xtMer woÛds ¨hatzis i 
portênt4ðnzarp¸Ús what oneCbrŸngO to iI, not o÷e’s ad¤Ÿio‰ of what wÅs ”reviouÐl× exxsting›) WhaÖRis N Žn!la«s«iúpæštantSto 
aÀtVis Po¼ôoükˆs Što©s o “self-e#^ressiÑn” beau¿û those kinds b> èu€jectPve öe»µings arNus‡less¬to8an÷One otÁOr thaM those 
involvedšSit¬ Jim&pqrona{ly. AdZtheir “spc)fic” quality¼putá;÷ùem outside P•ãrtµ| context 1
ì“I do nŸÜ ía[e art,” Rch›rd Serra sas, lI aé en«aged inCn actiBitû;Èi xomeoNe wa tsy7o callkiö artaþtßat’sûºi¯ bÛsVnes°,œb t¾itÇs 
n©t up¯to më àŠ decide ‚×at˜ThauÈs ll igured µut later.” ²erra, th
n,'isNje/y €Ìch/aware ofu�he implicat¬ons of Èis work.}If Serrà is inMeed just “figuring out§w×ax lea@ ÊoeV”'(gravitationaçYy, 
äòºÔEu�¼<¤y etc.)s wh~ sÊouldâany6†e th55Ÿk Bf ig=as art? IË;¾eb±oesn’t take tye resåo…sžbility ofhit being art/ who zan^µor¡sÁt
l|? }i<�work certaošyWapˆarsStn Œe empiricüþl7 verifiablem lFad can¹do, —~d be uÞ£dnfor, mhnyE\hy|ical2actƒvithes‹dDnÂtselfUthiT 
does>!nything‚bït ÒeadŒus-intoìa diaßoguí aboutwtAe�Datuae,œf artÂFIn a çene tÕe? Xee¤s“a‹prÀmitiÂe. Heph;s no idea Ãou% art. 



H@w i}fit tXÎn$th«t÷we knoAåa out Âhis a/tivÔty”™ ecausHùhe has(tPQd ‘sÔô¾ùÿs vr�ôbyhi% actÒoÐs ašteën“his actÝvity” 
hasƒtakenplace. Thªt Ís, by the\fact khaò -e isìwifh several gal§eriÿÏT «utsã+he phyhical r¨jidueŽo8 Jis¼c¦ivi§ inXZuseuìÜ_(an� s§
Ms 0hem toça¤t collLct¦fs – Ñ« as We ha¬e ‹1nte,µUut, ’oâlectors are irrslevant ƒ:Lhe“clôdVtio¡ ofèa2t” où a wo€kç  
£ha®'Pe ª*niesëšÀs áorý is art ¢Êt plÞˆs the urtist is moreßtµafAjus, O parad,x. Ø?¤rañsecretlH feels tha “Yr©,˜od” is rrÈved•aÅ 
em“irßc{llA. “†Ós, (s A…er has ssat(dæ Theíeáare no ]bsolut]Vy cerÜax empi¦ical ¢rohoæii×¦s½It is onlc Ý¾utolopie th˜tÑråücerpa{n  
EHpiFical¨queYKiC6s 're ³ne an( áll hypo he?es, which m{y be onfime or diIcrµdited’:n actxa×°sgn'V x„e˜ience. A4 th¯ 
p?op¹sÙti-Ã inÉwi½hmwe ýpcorlPu observationsÂŸhat vµ‰·fy theseÝhypothesÏýæPre theæse•ves [yˆotŸe™ep w_œch are sbjecl to the 
�•Åtof f§rt er ©ne experiønc*. Th;süther; is ní f‘n€l propositiinf22 Ié o…her words£ úhÍ4«–oÚ¢sit×ons Ò*Äart are noB ëàct–hl, b:t Ìnguistic  
¤¦6cha�acéer ›�t,at is, th d¤do \Žt des¼¾ébe the beàavior)of pUysicaó, orùeve� íentMlzobâejts; tþ¥Ö express yefinitiºns of art or tXe 
form¹û [ons©que1ces ofâefiÐ?�ons˜of Îît. Ac�ordin4vy,  e cÙn say that ®r op‡ratˆs ^n a�—žgŠY.Bto— wx ¼³al] see µhat tö+ chara`tyriÇtÏc 
ark¤¶f a purelž lãgE*a ônquirymi`Øthat it s convÒgned witht%e f÷íaaš Con-çquencus o']ourpŸ»FnitVžÏss(0f rt) an“³ot wimh ue¤tioús of 
e-pŒri\al fact—0 To _mpe"Ú,Qwhàt ¬rt h¢s in common wií‚$
oÆrcran© mõth&matics is that it is« tagÿolo™y; i.e.,>thÂ “art ide§”U‡o¥ “work”)¦ad %rt Sry èheîsme and ~«* b, °ppre
(aÍ1d ah ar@ ½i
hout goi=g otside ¤e conøexêofkar-�fÉr /âri<ic—tHon 3
On theY(therˆhan-,fjetÇus conside¸ whY arŒ ccnK¦t 
e èor hÅs di©dicultyÞw�e ÌpÑ att[pts(t< b‡) vÀsyõtKetic pÈoóosit£on.!Or, t$at iú to say, whenÇtÈe truth or fGôsi§y of its asserRion i¤ 
§Öri6iœ
€e on empirica§ Xr¾unË¤  
AyÈr st<ts: ü‡. . TÎe Nriweri£nïby which Üe’€eteÙmine+t.e öalÀdity Ff aY
aãpiorH or sVÌ�yÌÎcalÝproposi~ion isnoï slfficGeAt t¸ deter:inK Th¨´Lalidtywof“an eípi±ical orÜsynt”At‡cjpŽop¿sition‹ Fo` it s 
cha1acte›istic ofRemÆiµic l prªpiRi÷ioÝ thatÒthõir vxªþvÝ½yÎis not #ugely formö_. To say–‰hatU geometrDcañ prÕpositio¶, 
orûa sþstem «f àeom÷trical prfp1ðiJioãs, ú fa…se, çséto çaÖthat it i
 se^f'iontraW+ctTr].C"u) an eLpisi/alÄptooSit$o,õoÆb"£syste f v—piricalºpro%÷sitions,pÌay be fr
e fromûÌontradi¶tion an sk¯ll{bS Ölseö I· is²sai– to be fal;eº not ÅÄc¶use it iõ ‡ormall÷ deleótive, but Òeca¦seCit fails to 
×atiÎ’yDsome)mat+©ia° crit\iín.21 T×e#unreaüit= o »reaõóstic” art ós du (o its fAamingasÄa,–Ñrt propoitÖÈn‘incsynthˆtic termm: oneZi4 
alçays temvªe} toòverWf¿” the píÐpo6ition+eepwrÏally.hReali<m|s synt¸$tjÁØstate doesnît br–ng one¤to a ci'cuxar='wing back i©to a üT-
logŒe w\th telarg›r fraˆ¹w¦r( of q¤est ons aöoÎ the nÞture ¿fäart (a o;F theqqorkIof PaleÛch, Mond-iaO ™ol8oTR, R«inhardt, 
ZarþyÞRauach“tbNrê, Jo4ns,"LichteÞtÇin, WaAh>ln—0Ðd�e, Ju:‹n FýÉ“iÑe eWæt , Morris, and otñers), but ratjery oíe is"flu´g outÞof 
arÏ’%'ÝorbÚ”Ginto tÍË“©`fiûite sØaLe” of [h¨hwman on¦iton  ˜
     H  Øhat Xne ¹inds all t¼roghout the wriýings of Ad ,úi†G¿rdt 
s this very sqmil<rNtmes¼sno 
rtÛasƒartR”ÎRnd-tÉaÑqÁart6iÐ alwa´. deåd, ÈndðÀ ‡Qving’¹Xt is a deceptiªn2ï RwBnhardt haZ avryPclaæ idea ibout the n°[ure ofÄ
rtõ and his mpotance is f
B fomqrecog>z5d ß
Becase fors A« art that av0Ô’ c`siÀ—re® …ynthetic pr3poi:iØn¿ are !erifiablO b´ the world, t-¸t is to say, ko undeqstand th„se-propositi—
ns½8ne must leave th tautoæogiwal-ik¸ÒfrtmHwork o9 art andêconsider “ outsidï” information. Bu¬-Ú coÑsidet i× a¥ art qt i— nSceäsary 
toi_nor²mÕhis same Xutsie {0fo¸matiI because o;tsie infvrmation (:xpdrTen³i´q}q¨Âir®es,îtoÅnoŸeü has iªs Âwn intrinsic wñrYh. And to 
comprÄÍønd åh\s wo5thbone doe ¨o¯ need a staeâof “art¶conditio».” Fr‘ 9his iø i eUsÐ¡‚ì raliz' that atd. viabô¤itÄ is �ot connectd to
the preseGtaVo6 ofÜvisual (or oåheœ) kinds of ex¦erie“ce. TŽat V an¯mayI3av¢ beeÇ one J
ard „§ect€aneouT Æu-ƒÁiona�in `he preced E/qGent€\iˆz is /ot un[ikely. AfT>� all,mHn ineven¨the nineve‰nth century liŒed “n a 
éæirly stanþL3’ùzÖ÷ ºsulen¦ironm¥ntz T‰ˆt is, \t ws írdinaúily preÜiÙt”ble �s to ‹hat he wou¸d be àoming 2nBo coè„a ¹ wäth 
 aàåaf“er5ú™y. Hi@ visÅ2l eËviroÝment in t-I pArt of the1worldÊinZwhich h live56 ²ñs fúi˜ly±consist=nt. In our tim[ weEhave 
 nÌÏVp·<ientially rasticallj rîA¤er ez´ronmtn˜¥ One ca56 fl³ ×l` oÌõ ShU˜eaüh in µ &ptter of âœuus a$d56dayst not months. W Þave She 
cinÊÊa, and ¿æEor tlevisiÑn, as×wel asÒthe ¡DnÁmde spectacpe ÿf the l0ht²of Las VeëaÉ '2 the s1yscraßerÝ ~ Nµw±York Cit*TLeÔhX|
e”worwd is=thfefto ¤e Ôe~L and úhÓ whol"´world can watc– ×�- w}lk on “ûe +8on†årom”Hheir Äivi#g ro‡ms.ÑCertaä¤y ÿ t,or objects(of 
painting6and sculpture caÃnot÷be¤eGpeced$tð¢c^mpete eHpeien3iall] with this& çÓeÆn¯tôo+ ífõ“u]Û” is relÄvant to rt an2 its 
“angua~e.” áeßÄly}ehe boxãor cu1eòf¾r\ has ben ðedOa!great deal wWt0in hxÏ1con"»Œtêo< art. QTake fér ¯nstancþ its Êse bs Judd,  
MorrHs, LeWi(U,ïðnaden, m-hhþgBeŽ¦,andMCracken¬c n^Ü even meO”i\inV$th‚ quantêty of bxeþ Dnd cuses h-t4cÑme üŠter.) 
The B)föeÀHncm×tweµ• a‡l täe vario! 'sesÕ3f—th„häœ‡ or cubÖ®fqrm iš dirbct\y…r_lated to theŠ56Zf"erences ;n the in‹entionsñof thª 
atists.™Fòrtje, aC™i pørticularly seen ¥n Judd’s work,ªthe :se of&the box or cube»formWill1stÑates verÍ well SÎñ%eDrlieï lai@.t¤at an 
o·je¬t iç onlŽ artÏwh#´ placed in tLe context°ofQart  
A 7;wyexample‰ âi¤l p)int »Þis –u3.hOe Óould NyÉt«a\ iÁ Wne†ofágu)d’s box fors was v4en fill“ddith deûris¤ seen flaced i¨ a‡inÔust
ial sTttinZ,or {ven m

el|¨seen s³ttin
on a w¬|ÕRŽëornºry it wfuÎd notøbe"idenêúfiÐdšwithLSt. It v•llowsóthenïth|t unde=stndÊng¯and c‘nsVñera~iTÊ ï° {t3s ÕE artwo˜Z 
;¹anecessËry apriori to vieÒing {t %n odeQùtoh“see” iz as’ì woËk ef
- t. AµvanÑe infor<ation aboutmthe cÌncept ofÛart and vÞout an artist’Á co:epts4i 4necessary Ûo the ¾pprc
aZÉonFa{d Ûnde›stÈnd÷n oè$con†emrorary art. Ány'a‘dPall Èf —he physicaC att|FÞute› (qoalitqe
) of coŸtem¤§rar` åorÔs, if c nsideråd separatêÌrKa@d/oé pec/€i)a¦ly, Çre irreýÄäant to
the ÝrL concep£. he�aWtKconÛeptJ4%s JddXsaid, zhough ¥v diªn’t mÊan7it this way) must né‘consider› it its whˆle´ 
To cþÓsider0Ø honcept’s¤p‡rts ,³(invariably»tW coIW Óer a¢pecRs thatÒÙO9 ir+elpvant to Utsµarý coÛdi�i n – Ir lEe ra!ingÓp
rts o
 a definition  
ðIt £omes€as ¡o su"¢èi½e tha
 the Ür¡�withµthÝ lFast`4i*ed `Zrphol�gy Ôs t“ exampleRfrom hich we decipherÞthe na�ure of tö$ ge(eral·tere “a
0.”8For Áê»ŸG therˆ is a càntÔttÌexisiná�sepÐ)atel  o its morpUolo`( Zndüc[n6¬²tïng of išs f*nctDonon> isŽmBre ¦Žk³yÝ t fiQd 
ResultL�§…s coZfo¿mYg+an‹ pÞedictÄble. 
t=iD7Ò¸ modern56art’s p¹ssesion of  “�/nguage” zØthat³eshort†st !istor that „he plausibility of Ü‹e ab›ndonment of Åþ 
Hanguage” bÁcoÇes mUst Âosribèe. It ¢Å PÓderqt©nµable then thtt the art tha cam6´out oÕ We'ternÄpê)ntin' anP†scuptur½ is 
tGe°Ýost enïgetic, ¾ueätioning(oú its nature), and Ó*evl4as  assumÈng oBall t%e ºeWerLl 1rt”cocerÜsï In th9 âiUal ~nalÂsis, hÁwever,



%±l: of the a¤tsave buêFnÄ?iÃ
gß£stðiw’  Êerms) a “0¢mi!y” òesembºazãe  
Oe  �h¤ vriogò›qualiƒiesÞrÌlatabll to aÍ àart condi¶ioYºpossessed by p¤eryó the novelÈ the0CineÂ~Î XðÈtâã
tre, and Ðari.us ÷ÈZs of þusiï, et.Bbis t[at aspuítgf them m¨}t ‚eliÛble to  Þe fuñcÊionoof art ½s¶ç(serted éere  
5Is npt the decline oi poštSyÝ‚elataåle to theimpjzedmetahrNi•s#from pJetry’ use of “c·mTn” languane_ah an£arN äangÆag?24 In Lew 
York §he las• Gecadenå stages of poetry ca/ be seen rn the<”oçe byR“Concrete”poetÏ recent¿ytoward™Lhe Àse of aczÓãl objemtO and 
theatre2557CanÏit be that they feelßth‘ unreality of theGN t f¦rm?\       Còe seí nÛÌ t©atthe axioms ofa geím‡try vrF1imp7y 
éfinitions,âandËthat the·thõorems -f aùgeometry are6simply the log8calconseqÁenceX µ thesS nef¿nition@. A çeo{etry isHot fn itýelf  
aboýtQp57ysi:algsq¶<e; iQ ´ts3lfž«t cannot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anyth]ng. Butcwe cU° use a weometry äo rsšsiÑ about pÓÛ6iQal 
s®aceÔ Th?t »s fo²say, once we havÜº-ivn the xiomsõaÇphysicºl interpret
tionz we canþvroceed 57o aøplç the tÛ¥or]ms
t÷øtÈÎ ˆbj#c¢s$«hih satisfÍ Â
e �xioms. Whut
er a geometry‡c‰nßbè açp1ied tobthe c¼ua� pœysical Ào¹ld ”€ «ot, is n 1xpÙ…Ò£al quòsÍi¸{which falls outsid´ ¬he scope ofAgeûmºtry 
itselfz Áh6rg Âñ n‰ sens-, therŸfore, i skin†º�*chEof©the–variout geo>|triesØknwn to us •reFfals: and whi¤h2are trà›. S¤soüar as they 
Öreæall{fre from c#ntrdictio.ä’theyTareðall true. =h/ prÌpoitiƒn whVch st©tes thaM a×cert¬in a!p[icÔtÃoÖõo¦ a geomJu�y ià posib[ehis…
not itgelaòa ÂrŠpçýitvn}of th¦t+geoÆetry. All *hat the geomtryÑiisefºthlls us is that if°aîyzhi
% can e ürnught '¢derÊt
e d¦finineŠns, itÔwil› a²˜\ La£isfy &he th9ÜÐemÂ.ìIt ¡s tÝešefore‚F pureµò logzNwR ]y™em, anW :ts prÖpo²stioÕs ÈNe¢Aure!
yšnal¼tiâ púopÊi™ions.#_Aý ´. Aygr26 HcrŠèhHn I propose 4estÇ the õia«ility ofÐart. [n aÊà:ge Ìysn trad+tionL� á¯6·osR©hØ 
TsfunrÚalýecaseŽoÌ£Øts assumJtons,tartSs ûbiñty î¢ ex\st will de.?ndúnñt onl^  % it@Ún/ù peÙf
rmNng Ê–�rvice1– aŒ enertai±ÿán_, visuiE (Žr ¾theC):exà“rience, or decoratêon – w�ic³ is som�thing easil7 Ìeplaced by -its#h cuÞt—re, 
Bnd te^hnology,fbŠÂ, r4her, itJxiSl/âemaiÇ #Ýabl0ÜÂy not Mssumigµa ùhilosoph‚ca stance  for in r¹’s”²ëIque charaÞ er is the capacity to 
remwU%¹aloof frùm ¥hil!sodhicïl uÀ\ments} It is ¡n thiW ¤onŒªxtòhh(m Wrt shareÛ sii-a(iiesíJith loëiî, mathematács, =nd, asúwell, 
scie=fe. But whe°eas tht otCer edeS—ors a8eÈu¤á“ìŒ,åart is not. AYt ind4eO exisÐs for is o9n Úake† 
ãIn -hi• period of_oUn, after 
h los~h7 and r÷ligio”,¨artFmay possibly beío+ eMd”¨vor )ha± fulfžllœ íhatïanother aDe might ÿve calledÔ“mTn’s s$iµÆtal ne˜ÚñK”¶Or, 
ayì•ÙCr iay .f"putting W… might be tÃat ar deals analogouDyxeiðh³thst¥te57on thPngs �beyoÚd ph§sics¼ wher§ philosoÇkÒ hœd t$ 
maÊe ass¤rðion
. ènd -Ht’s str&ng,(Áis tIat eve…ãtµe preceding Nentence is 8v assertimn/ nç cÁ~nàt be verifi d by art� 
Art’sjoily cladm3Us for art¯:AWt iò thu«efinª/iknŽof»art  
æ   8   ”O-ESV 
NReprin=Èdj57rom2Studªo)I�t$‹µatdôn«lÔ(OctŠ®er* L969) 
Ó MortonãWhDtŠ,§@he Age of AnalysÌs (Newä:~r0: M„nšor Books), p. 14 �#
2Ibid., ü. 15  A
3 Ižmean•Ð£ thÊs E�isteä‡ialism ën÷¸PheÓoJ©nlogy. ;ven(MežlŒau-Pÿ°ty, wiBh?h¡s midd¦e-of-the-r1ýÊgpo<átion -e�ween 
empürixusD Ønd ratioæaiûm} cünnHt ÁxVrec™¨hiS pØilo§ophyÜ¼thout the—useòof words (th=s usiÏ [KÕceàs); and followìng this, how 
ca! one discEss xUeröenYœ 4it out¶sha?p ßistnc
ioâsx–etweeØ ´urs–oves a¢d «he wþpld? 4 N§rõhamesjJ¿an, Physisßa~¼²hilosophy (A8ÐûArbor, Zih[Ò Uqýv¤rs8ty of MichigånSPress), 
pg17  
5 IbiHÖ, @. 1+0 
6 IÙid., p. 19(  
i ohe task such philo€ophv has tìken u+¥ its8lfNis the anÄy_“function” it ‘øuàd p˜rP,ry wiÉhou2 ma,ing phi’$s^phiëŸ§ss¦ötion= �
8 Th0R is íe}lt!i
h ?n te¨ following sectio2  
« I wuld �Rke‚µodÃak¤ it cleÙr, however, úhaTI intend>toùsueak for ÅoGone ÔlsÀ.÷I arrivedÅa…›tpese!coclusi:ns alon,Rand ändóeà, it  
is ®-om thés °¿nkiY ,h/t†4y aÿ since 1966üæf«not mefore) ev"l5e…. O"ly rement;y di
 Irealize afÀtrÑmeeÐing Terrà A=Œinson that hê and Michþ¿l B
ld"i§ sGèoe sDmilarŒùhugh c<Âtainyœnot idànt cal, oinšon{ to ±ine  
1÷ W˜b_terÅs NewBDærl ”icti|n
ry \½ t¾Ç XmÅrica‰ LaÄg¾age  
1í •—esconceptual levXl of th• work oØ KÑnn¹^huNolŠþ¯ù Jtles Oitsk, MoœrYs Louis,IÚon þ‚viˆ, ¬nt%on;³C›,î,–JoÉn Hoyxnd,âDan Àªfis
ensenÄ ete×ê, is so dis´allÖ `ow, t(at any th-t is tûe is supplØed bÚ the c„it˜cs pr‘moting it. T£is is seen’lëµr  
1– MichaXl Fied’s reaso·c for us ‹g îreenbergCs)ration®le ue
lect his#bacÓgrou[+ dand mostçof ðhe o6he> -omalist criti{s) as a ¦0chola±,”Èbuttmore of it¸šs d#ˆ toõhis des rez IŸsuspec*f to bring his 
sc1ola9l\ s©x ie/ int¶tÈ9 moder§ wzrld.ýO–«gcan%eåsily sympatSize wi€hxßis0desire ”o
conô½ct, sayk Tieî`‹o5Li;h Ju¸es F’i<sƒi. Åne6shou˜d êever for¨ît, h±wever, th›t a his1oÂiaÆ loves hiµªÃ¤y ³ore th0n anythiÐ ¯ eìen a=t  
¡3 Lu
y Lippard useC th–s qSÌ¦ation iê a «PJtoIte yo Ad R²inhardt’s r9t3oˆpe¼Ïveµc—ta<o•ue, Janua�y, '967
 p.å28  
14 L˜[y �ippa5D, “57onstellÌtián'by Hars) D._light: Tçe Wêits=ø An:ual,” &XdsoG Review, Vol. æÄ No¬‹) ‘Sp ng,�§ê28) |
n5|Arthur R.ñoØe, ŽFour¥IÐterÝeww,” Arts MÀgazEne&çebá`ary,×1969)  Û!16 ¨s Terry Atâ�son
Ïointed outAi“ hiý ‡ntrod²ction :•{rt-anguage (Vol.•1, o.1),e$he CuÞŠs²»Xnever qu)stionedÑim–art had Úor±hošogicalœcharactŸri!ticž,
¡but5›�i–h ones iŸ p1intin�wÍre accep„;bkL æ
ñ17 When someoneç“b]Î�  a 7avin�he isnÇt Í�yi(g a light sho"Ÿ@f¤) if¨he  as ‰eµcoul Œustgo to aËhardùa€Ÿstore a¯d xet the 
¡oodsTfoR consid»rXb�+ Sesp. Hn isÒ’à Bbu:ång” anythông.H is sDb`idizing Flaiin’s xctivit7 as ‰n 57rtx§t  
J18A. 
« %ßer, Language% „r/th,-azd Logic (Nw rk:ÑDovŸr Publi1atÏons)C p. 78  
19à›bid.· p. í7  
2 Ibid.£ p. 5E zÔ1 IbiŠ., 1.90  
2ù I½i., p; 94  
V2ž AÆiRe§nharWt×s re#rospe§tiv… c&ta²gue(Jewish Ðseu9§ JanuJšy, ü967ó writven by Lucy Lippa‡d, p. 1kÝÏ



Ì2Ë ItUieŽpoet¦y’s use of com±]nNlang¨°ge ão att¨m'tqºo H¤y the unVayable ïhµ‘Eis problÊmˆGic, not÷any ®nåer“nt×probleÏ€i¹¼husT of  
l¦nguÖge wi}rÄn the cont¶xtöo¨¼artrÒ25 Ironiàally, ÐaØy of ûh
‹ícall ™hemselves “¬“nceptua€ Pwdts.& Much=of thi…€worŠúisgve�WTsimÝìar t§ÊWÓlkeó“de Maria’s Èoœk ad t“isóis n
tñcoincid#nta§; de‰MariF’s w”rk]functions as 58Íkind of “object” àûetr¢S and hV7in¬ee®i÷s9are very2poetic…
Ôh\*reaû6ySºantshiè@work to þ¶¼nge men’s l*ve@  ï
26 Op. ciˆ., ž. j2  
  9  È   

  A;T FTEd
PH1LOSO·HB d1ò69)ƒ Josph Ìksut`  PartG1Ä 
 The factzhat it Øa\ recentl˜ becomLµµasriúnab<e forž4·yFiÙis2s Èhemselves to beŒsymZD¼hejicÿtQwar’ religion §
. .©mark½†thmˆphys8%š�[®’ own lkcÛ 9n confidencedx&cUhe valiVi.  f òheir hyÄot©eses, w“ich is a'reLction on thi' parœ òrô‚thH 
antirelig¼ous dogmatism of Â4niteenth-cenuêy soienÃiÙ—s, a\³ a—Íat ral ou1om« ož thÍ criÜ°A throug§óhich physic!‰has juÁt pÄAa,Ý. –
A. J. Aynr. . . .¾oFce one hasöunderut.od 8he Trctatu` à\eŒe $ill ·ânoãt…mptatpcn i concerë Æneself anyÄË¿í with •iloño/{y,î‹hš„h 
isxne+ther empiri³al?like sciÎnc¾ nr ¹a_toloæical like mµhepaticc; oH´will, like W|ttcens§ein mH ¯1ô ÷baÀdo p#loO’Ìhƒ, whi{h, as-
tþvdntionaly understo[d, is r[òed in¦conu1io.  
–J. OŒ årÞ%)n› 
TrÎditLoÈa~ phlo
“7hy, almos^ Ey defÖ
itÀon,ZhasíQo)c:rÀ-d Útself with ^h] u¬sûlQ.The nea‘lÖ ‘öclusie !ocus
oîð)he sa(d by –w´ÜûTeÅE-{enÃ*ry4¾ÖalytiËal lÒnguistic¿p‚iloÍophers¼is tÏe sharSf ûonteïtion tT
tEtheUu0aid is unsaid ¤eÁaMse it isSun-aXbO¿. regelianÉÁhilo&ophy #<FeEsen+e!ùn thŒ n
ŸteeÊth æew#&rò and mst›have b‹en sooÓ]ing to a
ce�ªurW th t w°s barely Ö¹ttn¼ over umh, the Enlight³nFent, and KCnE.1HeÂl¶s philosophy¹wasýalso ca¢blù of givingµcov§r for 
aœdöf³WsÉ6ofkœeligiius belieÉ', spplyinñ a^ \ltcrnŒªä¤e to Newtoni.n àc§aéiÂs, and‹fiting inwB³ t2µ¡gµo:th of/history ¤s a disciplšne, 
as½welþ as acceÏtin DarwiniŸn bi}¨oÇy.2 óe a•peabedóto giXe an‘ac¹eïta¢le resI˜ution to t?econþlictbÿtwee‰th‹ologyand science, as 
well I
øÀhe reÖut¤of He¦eBH] influe9ce ³as been tQòt_aUÉPe
t majorèt´ ofQcQîtmporar« ph$loop>ers [re reallyÏli¸tle ˜oreýthanêhžstorians 'f pilos)’py,hLebrarians Ç· the Trut5,Kso tT spea§. 
On“�b¾ginx to et the impreôxô‘nathaŒ ¢here W_sÞnoæ?
ng more to b` sa,Ž”And c‚rtainly if one reil·zes eh˜ iöôlLc|¤ions of Wi}ØãsÊein’s 7hink}ug,vaPdx¬šethinkiTK ”ntluÈFcedË•y%himáð¶d 
âfôr hifE “Co;tinental”&pZioæophy neeu nÀö ée†iously be co�iAerRdÜSere.3 I
 thÛre a re—son fvr th& “unreality` ¯f /‚i�†÷ophy in^our )ú—b? ü†×haSs Õhis can be ans¿ered LêiZaok·ng;into te ´iffRr$nceubýt¼een ošr 
†ime9a~d ohe He»turies§pÞeäÉd”ng¢usù{In túe va” man’  c)[cluÐio …bíut the;worÃd wkre bfsed on þhe÷vnTorß°ion Þe¶haXêabèuª t – 
ifŽ ô^ specifgcally 
i:× vhe empirecisÈï  Àen gFneraKly lœketh— rtionÂTiàäsØ Ofte[ iâ fact, hà[lg.enes be±weª( sienc@ and ðilowp<y wadw?o ge~t tha� 
scie.ÄstÏ and philYs@pher¢wŸe 3nšand t»e same persFn.(In fat, from tHe6timƒ¥ ofcT¶ales, ¹ic×rus, Héraclitus, and AristotDe to 
Des9artes and Leµï�i.z,$“the grÊa§ =ames in  hiTÅsoph’ weee oft[n gre&t¬name  in s�ience as well{”| That tÏe Ñl¸ ¬Â peõceived 
bytwentiÐth-centâr58ºÎc?nM©e§is a vËtlëŒdiffeýent one t!å> phe oRm of ¯tj preÍeding c£nt¤ry  noÅx ôot be provtd há¨e. »s it 
posshEleN then, that iÔ#¶•fectma¦ has learn-dú\o puchr 3nd hDs ÂJntelli™ence” is su–h, that aeøÄannotºbOlieve7the reasonæng o4 
tradºtinA ‹philo opõy? ThaÞ perha“ï he k²owsUtaoúmuüf a‹ouz
tbe ‰o}l  §ÅÒmake0ãhÍse k›ndsdof oclusionsL As ‘ir JampÈFJYans Ó=s�étaMei¬<u ‡ . Wpn¡p§§Ð‹sophy has avail8d i¢clf ofthe 
resœlt]zofNscenQe, t has nft Ëeenáb3NjorèwAng tôe abstôct µaœhematÙcal des¼ÜiptConkµfhtha Úar×ern oZ events,butÑy bgrrowrn4 
8he then cu�renÍ pi±tor %l desîÐiption,of th<sÝpattern; thus iÎ ha¹ no` apprL?riated certažn k_owledgŸ 
ut +on[ectures  
T9¼ìeco¦ject_res we²e oftõn /o`S enouÍh¹· tYe ma -Kizeü worldw’ru‹'Áot, as we nÏw knowÌ¥for;those átÄ§t` ‘r¢cessescof øazZre 
which con/ro§ t¡ $a£penings 
¶ heƒmÎn-sÄzed Co^Ld, and®brinh us Xea»äCt t the tráeZna/ureoN re lity�5  ¥e contiues ONe cns quence of=="K is that 
th[ suaûdarU¹pWilosophic°j disc?ssion¥ or many¾„roblems, suc‹Òs hosc of ÛausaliÇì and free äiÅlJþroÿïmater
alisLrr mentalis, re ‚ased o…‚aO intêrpreîat¤on ` ¥sÓ |“tÿern o events]hich is ¤o lóngeu`tén<bl·¨ ^he scieçtificF©ðsi/ öffthe§¼ÁolderÓ!
Ùscus7i¶ïehasrbeen
wUghed Øay, and withtheirØdšsÓp(earañÉe hJve gone a,¯SLh¡ argÇ„ents ... 6 =he t%eætie’h c²Ìt
ry b*9Ç�t in ½ tLmB«that couí-µbef€alled “the eTd¡ofÆphil[sWphy`and the beg+ln7n� of Grv £
# I±ao öo mÌan thañ, of course,ä%tictlycspeaÉ’„, bu3 ´ather añ®thà ¡ße\dÝnc~”Æxf theÉs×tatin. {erÜa7nly l«ngxistic [hiþosoph can SG 
`"n_ider7d the hÌij ÞoSempi%58£ism, uut it’à.a pilsophy “n on" <eRr.7âAnd tcere ðs ertainlyÑan “arj hendition” êÙ ‡rt p¬el#di¶g 
DUch mp,9but ¡s otžerHfunc«ÐonóoØ reasons-to-be aueˆso:p]onzunced týatŒt¡%abi®ity äo 
¸B§tioL clær–yo-s art Uimits t ažÍ c+ndi¶®on^soödraóticalíÛ ÚÐaw i�2s onl9ámi0ially a×t…8 þnfn  mecƒanasíic s+…s§ is th¶e a connection 
betwe[n phÔÿosophy s “hôding”±and arÏµsõ“óågd¥n¨ng,” but w don’tî‹nw thiÈ-#ccŸrence entirelyÇc-incid.nWül.þThough tñóÞsÌme Úeï
‰oes 58ay be reêponsiblç orýbot= occuyreuces, theôÙØnneZ±ion is m‰de¨by me. I bringt§s al upòto analyze artusÒfunct-“n 
and suØsequenty itsWvi§bilit¶Ë An¯ I doÆso\toEenable¨others o uŽre�sQand t<e ryasÄninÔÖof¨rø– and, by ÂxtIhion, o]er artists’ – 
artD ] oell¢to provid� a cleƒrer unŠerstandiNg‘of he  er “Cøn]e_]uÏl artë€– 
7
GH\fjNýT?ON kF ART 
ƒ_\Th~ main!qua1 u¸catŽonF\to the XÌser posi iQn ofâpaiÓtimg isÎ¯€• a©van‹Øs in Žrt arI cerÉ2Înly(Üo* al\añs $õrÐal nes.–
Do•ald„@Édd (1Ÿ63) 1‰
Half:lr mKre“ofŸt…e best nõ wmrk in th� lás.£feO years‡hYîòb¯en—ne@U|er pai+inŒÿno� sÆulptureÐW–Dinald Judd (1965)  
Everô:hing Äculptþre áýs, m:¢work doesn’=
 
–Dona¹d¾Judd2(19�7·  
The
idea becomÕs a mÆci¹e that mãkes the a~l1 –Solw"�Witt‰(1965)ÂThe one·ting tª sdy about#a~tüis that it is oneUthingÉ Art is at-asðart 
and evGryzing elÍù is ïíerythingŒelse.ôAr®Las ³rtŽis nohing $³t artË§



?A-t¨is notÂwh t is no ar=.ô–A: Æ¶inFardtû(396d) Ü
˜?e weaniŠÄ is Ñhe us
†–Wit<gens¬ein  šäá mo)e func7‡onal•app§oach o the ‘tudy of co•depts has tenQeÜ toXrep+a=e hehmt‰od f iRtrjspeVtio£. Instea? of 
aÒtemptingxtO gra0Á 4r desriÚ concepqÐbarD, soÊto speak, the lsycuo�ÎBis£ inv¶sç©ga$bs the£wi6 in 
{ich Å‡eË©funtion as*in4rudòÚntsÞin öeliefx a(d Ön ÞdgÞ™nt¹  
59–ÏrÏin™ M. Copi  
Meaœ*g X!a‚wÃys a W¨e„plos�tiÔ‹3ôf functlon� ^
–T†ûSeËerÉted—  
“ . � tøe subÎ¬Ut mata ‚f CI^cept‹Þleinv[sSigaFion} is EhïŠmea‚ingZf §er‡a›n worés nd exp§UssionsÈ– a´d nŸt tŸ¹ th.gs an s®tž ofºaffair 
thñm}»lvesIabouý whichíwe talk,whea using †hsY w:™þµ—and e–pr(s o]s  K
GG.. VonÚWrg9œ \
ThiÙkiòg¥ia ra%ically metap2:ri!m LG:kag™ byèanaÎogy is iÙ2 onstit enÖ l59w or p.in�iple, its c„usal Qexus,�si³c¦ meanÙn�ÉÈly
ariseZ throÉgh �he—au³al cotexts qy which afsqgn!smanXIÛfor (tkõs Ihe pla#e of an�instaúcM ofaûso
t. To¹tÉvnk f Bñthin] isÎ²oÂta™åŸt a@  á a T
rt (;s k such anGÝuch)82n"„thae “as° bïinds Kn (o¨enl" o` mndi7guiseó hhe an(lgy, ühc4öaraCNel,Ät\eómetap.or c Ù‹¨pple or grÌuny or 
gras] or *r.w²9y wIich al–n� Hhe miŒn ™aPƒs wold. It@tèkes)no Óold iì t|úreÕij ‹orhing f»rit to h
u� from, f¶! is thOnuingtis lheÊhaul, Che atØaction of lkes  
]:I. ¦. =ic}ards  
ÂIË this ™”ätðon (…w™ll dos[59ss the teµaaat¢59n etwe(Öest¼Ðui–s a·d krïN ~onsideä‡²r1efly fo4ˆali¼t 5rt (be¾aasp „î il Ç &eOdiGg 
wropone"tPofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art)| and asÿÙ/FïtÇa+ art 6 ½…aÜog-us tõ an?#nlytic proíoôiti©z, an. thaÎ itæis art’s`ex÷àtence 
aŽ a tautoëo¬ë thatñen”bµes �rt tš ÑemaQn�aloof” ”ro� pilævophiÅal _rð&Úmp*iûn,59{
@ _Ó   —It is necssary tošžpšrate‘ašsÑhàtÎc:ìMrom art bec®ue²æ?s”hetics Áeaµs /ßh Gpên™onu on†í§ception of Oe world ingeneral¹  
Cnthe ¿ast nm op 3hÀ t)o ×BoÑgs‹of—ârt’s function w›w üt: valuÁ as 
efora-ion. Â” any ³ra“RQof !hilo—áphÃ tha dealtwxthý“bea“tô” and thus
taste, w�s ineviTËbly ûuty boun4 þ+ dis7usÖ art a$wel
  
Out ‹f thjs “hæbï”[grew the notionDthaN}thereâwasPa concîpíÏal connection beÌw3¼n &riÔanÛ aµsthÎtÌcs, whic0–is no trueÒÖ#i, i´ea 
ne†år dŠÁ¦icalºy°coöSicteC with ørtisticAc‡nsideratio‘s :ef§re*5e*e’tvtšme, oo” ánl fec¨use thµ morpŒolgical chaÔucÎeristà…s ofÅvÉÌ 
perpetuatd¾P�he con[inuitô Óf thiÌ errÎr, but aªwe>l,59û,case]toe'a£pa¥Úxt otyer.“functi±ns” o_ artþ(2epictio� of reliViousÔth´fes, 
porthaitÚre of a iscoc·atÃ, detaiœiny oœ arÚhitectur¶á etc.) ŒsA›�art to¯c7v-r ¸pøÖ’t  „�Bhen obje<ts Vr ’reente�øvßthin ÜhecontGxð 
o3ù%t (ÍDd ´ntµlËÜecentiŽ object4 ala8{ have’beÄn se:) Dhey a¶e§a½ eliÒ0bl? YHr a8
thtcc”nsiderýtiôn & are any:objeò0ˆ n th| w™rld, an¶Ïanùa¸sþ†‘ti¼ cWnsiderati'n µf a˜ oÔje˜teai
tin) on the realã of�art ôeans tha·ûÞhö ob¤ect’Ÿ e!B’te¤y” :š funZtioniBg in¤an art ÐontexÙ Ås iÇrzÜµvant xo the]e¸st&Òtic �udYment2 
�The rel«Íion ofša£stheti‰s tí=art ~s not unlUke thatBo¹ aet
e^Écs ·o arc˜]tecture©nüÏhat achite urn has a ve©y[sÙeåfc f[ncion!Dnd hzw “good”<ts dõsign is is primWril¤ ƒÕatjd to how 
wellitpperf"rml its fun
tion. ThÖ-; judgments on what¸it ook like ë[rresÖond t” ta÷e,Âand ºk ÔMn ¾ee t”atÜ
h orghouŸ«5istÏvy di66e{ent xamplLs of arc3itec„ure aÍH2ÿraœ\ed at diffe2e¶b‹times d3endöng on tx¹ aeÅtàetics ofYÏaûticulîr  
eKochs. Aæsthetic thiykingÓha·å·vûn59gone s) fFÉ aW to �ake ½x×mples of archivecture not reïated to “ar±” t‰all, workÉ of Qrt n 
(he¼sel�esÚ(¡.g., th  pyrÝmid6of Egfpt—  
Aasthei�ùînsideKa ions Òke Ändeed�alUays ext anHoub to #n obj ct’s funØtii² or �u¬aÏoO-toibe” Ulessof›cVurse,«tha™ }bje?t’s 
r�ason-to-beLi- >trictly ¹esthú<ˆc. AxEexample oÞ a pôrely a²¢thetic#o§jqcœbi a dûcorativì [bject, N„r EcŸratio)’Û pÙùmÑrH 
funcŒion isZ“to add somet'ing t‰, sÞ as toim�ke mo”e apllactiªe; adorn;éo“namenÌ,”1ã atd this rÆÎÐtes dørectl}÷tItastö  
AndôtFiÚ $eaSs ßs øirect§y tV “formÒ|ist”ÛLr™ and cri?iË•sm¯11 ForÎalis�arä (-ai>ting an> ¶ Ê(‰tÞre) is the v@ngua”À oÎ

d�oration, and, sòrictïy sp�²kiâg, one coÄld lea²on´b„y ~sserg�t~at its aµt condition #s¸sÖ minima* t™aýxfor all•functiœnal 
pRp=seE iË ™s not art at allÜ buÍ p†e 3Òe¹cisesWin ¦ßsthetAc›/ rbove all thiÞgs ClŒmen† Greènbrg ˆs the59citic �f tas‘e. BehiAC 
Övery oÅe oè íi• dncisions is n aestÝetiX¶ÓudgmežoM'wit† thoseNjudgmen˜s refUecting his3tas59e  
éNndÅwhÔt wµes h–sùtasˆe²reflecte¬Th,«"eriodUhekgre¤u© inba a critic¿ tme pDriod e§ealÒ;fr h›ŠÞ the ifteà.ëÀ How el×e can 
è„eaúcount f½r, Yizen ®isÒtheor}eÆ – if ¡hey dav~ any l“gic to th~m‰a ¦ll 4 hisdisi8te¤es÷ in Frénk Sfe la, ÍdßRein¥ardt,þÓed 
ÈthÕrs7aõ;l^caEReåto ‘]s his©ü’ical„s¤heme? Is it becaºs°ghe is “. . . baxcalll ‡]mYaòhetic oç øerso$aûl.nexäÓrôenti÷l ñ\ouÄds”?3LOr¢ 
in o4heräwnrd, ¨the_r worI d¿esn’Õ¦uit hi tas•e?” Ëut ¸n the¯p(ilésophic t„bula r×sa o art, “i˜ sLmeone Talùs it_art,” aê þonêWd has 
caÞd½ “Êts aUt” iive\ tå™™, åoÙ<alistDpaiLting and_sculCture caŒ be granted _* “çSçGonaityon, but .n@y bö vúrtue ofdt-e¾rŠpre

entarionÄin tÉrmü of�th�ir órt idea (eŸg., aDreZtangulŸrashapÔå can–ûsãsIr’che�Žoœer oodenRsÖòprns 6n�Kswained 
w÷th sch a}l‚such cÂlor:, us]ng Whch and suchøform59, givin�˜sUch!nd sucs a«vWsua€ exÛerie™e> ¢tc.y. f �ni lfo[Ât oÇtempor!r 
rt in this  ug(t onô rŒal¾"esGth“ minim�l=Ór„°tiµe efftrt töken 1n th�üpart4ofè� rPaôist ¨rñis�s spJciÌica½l6º and Mll pa�ne@s‰ans 
XPòlptors w¶Skina as suYh ÍUday)Ôgen‰rally* 
59Si] bCiìgsÖus to¾the rea-çzatmµ ÓhatìformalËst×art ónd critiT¤gmÿaccepts a
†a de˜n¨tizn f m-d one tha  exists&sÌlúly .n mrphol™gica; goEns.ßz¯
lÂ ŠÌvasŸ quanV3mX of similadgookingÊo
je¯ts orXimÒ�es (¸r visHally rel[tem objec±s -r3Žm4Püs) may seem to b� re…atedÂor »HnneLted) becauûñ³’f ) siìilaity o6 
visu«l/þxèerõeŒtial-ŒÕeadinÏ’Û”¤Bne cÆÒnot cçai< from thiË aS artØstic or con3eptual rel�t!onsh7p×´
   †„  'The Xunci"n oñ.:rt, ¶s a �uestion,Twax eö�st Åai;ed >yóa‡ceÚü8c÷aèp§ In facê iy is M7r$el guchamp wÆoö we Zan cr9ditM
´_th`gäving‚a¦¯…its oÑ`identity.O(One can ert«Hnly see a endÉnc towarf“thisesµ2i#entific„tion ofaŠ¶t eégáningóÔitY Ma2Þt and 
Cézannå t:ough {o Cuðism,16 b;¹ their works arS ¾i/id and ambiguos ‘yÃcom)aris¥n with D¥Nhmê’s.) “Moder–¨aFt andÂe work be÷ore 
te$©|d connöctedv.y v¡rtue of t`€irâàor
holog¹. Another wa\ÊÿfGpÌtting¥it w”uld be t at artÁsž“�anguag`” remainedçthAûs°me, ?ut i‘ was saying new hings. She evI’tÈthÈt ma|
èçc€nceivabte te ret9uzation that it wa` Ÿos´ibl\{œoö¯soeak anZther?lánguagR” ¸nd stiêlëmMeåsense in ažt waW¼Ma~cel(Ducøßmp’s 
firshìunZsÃisted R¤ad-made O!
W~th©the unassistedR\ady
mcdek ürt &h4ged ?ts focus�1romAtheQform ofthÊ lanñuage2t$ what was-beun( ¿ðBd.7?h[c meansÀthat iy ØhanÁed  h˜¤nPtureÿof at 
fºomña³¡uµsßio~ oy-ôorph§logy o a qÙeÁtion oh fuþcæ€õn. T�i' changá I oSe¥fromu“g¶0



Rr�n¥e¦ €o “
ogc"|tion” – w‡s ¢he b¢gin@ing of “mÝern” ™¨ and the 60íìn
yng of conceptRal art8 A~…‚a&t {aš/erÚ
ucha©ñ) isç±onceptJal žinnaturª) becu,eMaIt ’Æly Å.ists�conepäuaüly ‡ÇãThe “value”\¹f pôr¨i·Yarïant[tP afYer DuchDmp ³an 
‹â2weighed a!coùúng hë how much tÒe> VueKT#oned hz n
ture #! art@’whEch ƒs an‚t¸r uay of say\n— “w4Wt th:y addeû t¶ theØcBncÐp<iÉn äfŸartŒ o® what 
asn’t there befor± tPey starEedp Artist¤œquesthon the natFre ofèar¤S pr‡sŸnµinw †e5 pr™positions as to •rt’sVnz§ure. ALX to do 
thisƒon{ cannot concern oƒes¢lf wi¤h the handåà-d(wn “lanƒuake” of 3rÄditio‰aœ7ar½, s 8h+> actiƒtx is ™aseddoŽßthe 
MssumÏtVonÑWh„t¥þh+re ¤s onfy one wÅyùo}¤œramÃ
g 6tÛ2r6pžsit¾
Fs. BÛt the·vDry stuff f art is indRedbgrea)l\ òela>edlto Ÿcrea_¬ng” new pLo‚osiš:nÜ  
T c@se Vs otenÁmÎÒj – 
=¶ticRlamGy ¸A refaRnceÞto Duc›amp 0w^hat obje|tÖ of artI(such asQthe H'ady-maVes,Eyf Úovrne, Œ¤ Sll a
 is `mplied in thi‡)F9re jÞdge
 as objetsÑd’lrt inëlater ye<rs‘aµd”the aètists’ inHeotios becom eÅremÕva@t.+lZch
anÿargtm{nuisÕte cÐ’e #f‘ã preconãeived notionò¢r:eru}† toge×heÚ noi nese½sa¹ilñ relaöed factsÖ ThÂ
Xnt
is this:¹&steti¯s, as p -ave pontÔd oÒ',3are;conc£pßually i#re0Uani t. üÌ-  
Thð, k•y hysCc’lthÛng ca’ bßco Ï objet db�¦tŽ thatöis tÞ—$èy, cn îe šonsidšrÞ  Zsteuw, aesthetically ü”easÛng, etc."But this Yas 
no#bKrin— 1nàShe  bect’sgappliction to an °rt on^ext; hòt 
s, iªYîfu�cviƒning¤in an,arñ „o†tãœt.:(aãg·0!i) aÛ%ol¦ector t–ªÚs a÷pai`³iÈg, at“Qches egs, and©u;es ¼t ÜM a dinjng taùlebiØãs an4act 
uÅrilat¿dºIo art or the artisî»becãus,É4s art, that waán’Ò t„e;artisX’s intentiok.) It is ô~viouÃ ÷øe°Ét°a60U¢Ørmalist c-Stc)sm’s re6iÃnce 
ãn ëorõhoƒ:gØJlýads–¿essar l„wie& a bias toward th§ morphIlogyÀof traditional artw Apd i=jthiö :ems tDeir criticšsm BsÉµ!t related 
‚n h “scieût·ficçmethÂï” Úr any±s"B o\ ôpiä (sm æas Micha) FJœd,6ßitÒ ¡i³ detaRleµ d™s(riptions `f paintingC'and othðr 
“schalaW¶j”„Ðarþh»rnalÆa wouNz w–nt œs ™}®belÂeve).÷Fomalst fritic^sm is nk more tÆan an analysi^ Þfþthe phyÑicaŠ a tTibutQs 
oÕ ømrz˜c`ar�o×je�ts %h¦t hèpp7n t–iexist i1çaum®rp(ol‹gical cõnØÛx-  ent ùhisÝdo¥sn’t dL any k@owledaº (oÕïZacts÷ to our 
uh¶úrskaéýing of the nature or func–ion of¤ara. <nfÛneither doe6 iƒ2kîm¶enš on£whet
er Zr not ‚heqÓjectqyanalyzedxkH…everè
<rks$#f ÓrW, in th‹t—for´alist Hritics olways ¨yˆas½the conÔpÜual egume½t in woßks of aî5.áxachl¹ why they#do’t¶oõenton tû cohcep—
Gal elHïebt in$worsžf�¾Ft i¡ precisÏltSbe’au�e¼formgóist ar‰ is only a9t b• vi�tue íf i«Øes
mblaÒŽe to øarlier works AfÃaˆt. ¹t’sa mindleOs art  Orz as LucQ Lipæard sg s‡ccin÷tlbcdÏscri{‡ J²ˆ‡s O¬ðtÝzñ’s pêintvgs:rŸhæs’re 
§isua® M)60ak.514 F‡rmal…st4cri6icsžandÁór8ists alSÝÌ do not †ueÉti™n¶t¯e nature of aÅtP but a�rI”haôê said eã�eNhere: BeiÍg 
an]aYtiet n©w mxans to question thvnatue of art. g_°ëe iç quÏstio-iDg »h8 nabu³eÖoœ©paintûŒg, on. Jannot Óeëq*e›oniµ th¯ 
natgr{ oÆöar»ý I®¿an Artist À•jptsLpa¦vtOng (™r s‹upture) h« �s accepting the tradJtioF that goes ñith×it. T„-l’s befauseátüeoword 
ert¬és{gen¯ra«aßd te %ord Œaojting iáspeÇifiÙŸ ¼¶i–t§ng Q © kiI´ of amt  
êf yQu make¸azntingHryou”a†eYalready a‚-epting (notvŸs±st\/ni©g)Ôthe na¥ure ëf a{u. On' is th0ø ac½epting thß ntur of Çrt  
to(be«t©eároï¶an týaditio† of aTpFin›ing-sulptuie [iÝhotoky.15AT™e strongest objectµon one caE r«s…¡a˜<instÙa morËhological justiic…
tion for%tr†Ú÷Wional art is thatÌmhrphŒlo—icalänÍtÊo†s of asõ úöbod4œan iipled � prio‘i›conceðtÊoÿ ar60’s/possibili
i¯K’ Aÿd such C a§pior? co„ó¼ptof the9nsóuremof¾aIœ (as 4¬parateùfr'JsanFl—tic·ll) fr|me£Varàpr‰pãsitions o¶Û“wor°ƒ” wh`ch I wüll 
ªsÁuss lat}¯ˆ makeÊ it  inœred TÕ3PiÛi: imposüible to ques–ion the ¬Õture of art. nd tis UuestionžngÊof ¨he naSure ff rt\ÿ& a 
¯eryi©portantÂ}onc/4t Un understaDin‡ theófunction oâ art  ¯
   ñ    AndawHtúholds ðrye forêDuch!mp’s¬+„rk applKes aW w}ƒ ÷o mosNbÉf çQe art£aftev hm.F¦| otÄe€ wþ'ds, t
Ùvalue o[�?±-is� – orGinÂv÷nce�– Çs i›• iea ñ1 theßre�lm ofíar o }ot tY¶ phDsi‚aÙ ¸r HÕC-al qS( iies ¯een²in a Éaecific pain{®nò 
or tTn´parÂicuZarizaioˆ(Wf$cert*+šcí›=rs I‡ ÷60Žes� orætèeFe col:us?¹nd shåpesuare Ùhe artÜstlìnguage,” n‘ its 
mü™ning¨co�cepÿuaélM as art. TB loo! uponÃarLâb:st “wasterwork” nzw¾as Cßt i¬ nonsensicÙl  conc'p–ally speaking, as far as 
art is c;ncUrnld. (That Misual invoxma,iow tGat ²jµ Tnique inÂþub{smáÌ laœguage has now bePn îenerallK absoøÒed Ënd Þ.sþa lot<to 
doš¼thþthe way÷in�ch÷cG ¢ne Teaòs ‹tŠ painting “(ingùistic(ll€..\[$.g.V
hat a ðu£isQ pa€@ti2g mea”t exÏerim’neallyÊand¦cÖtceptïaÐYy ˜o¿ Óa¤ŽGe”tñude St;…n, is beon® ourÏspecu^Òti^ø be}auŒe�the 
sam_‚:int¦g theã“ueŒnt” some²hing d©fýerenÈdthan%it 7oËsˆnow.]) Û$eúênal
e” now òf anHorbg1naÿ Cubzst p¬inin
 is –Ct unlik�: iá moÆg ‰¤®gektŽ, an origEnalÆanusprip| by LÈ°dgBr‹n, or TZe pirit of St
 Louis 
s×it i#see©^inCthÝ–SmithÏonian Insqitu$9oä ‘
(n~ee9u 8use+ms fiyl tsÓ=Rer\ samT uÈction as the S$gøhson˜þn‰nsÈitu6[on – W0yCels� would ëhÔ#JeuÚde Paðme wi«g›of th• 
LoRvr exhibit CézSn“eãs and Vaf ¤éghÜstpaett®s/§s pHoudlP Ås they �o the)ü pailtnuÕ?) œct„Ÿ
 worŽs oû ag
 zre ¢ittleoãor� tha± hiStori’al curiosiAieè. As ftr . art3is cü¡cerÍed Van Gogh’s Yain+iN¦| aDek’x wor£q ¥ny more th÷~ his {al»öëe is.?
Theyfare ‚th “üÏllector’s _tms.”Þ7VArt ²™iJ{s” throgskinflue
HÖAg )ther art, �F Œy exsting a“ thqÓphysical residue ofÎaÒ a[tist’s ÿdeaÂ The‘reasoŠÖthân diféeSent aœistµ from Whe pasttare 
Öbrou¦¡t ±l°es Õgain isËbecùuse ÷oe •spectû1fˆðhepr woršíbecomes @us‘}le” Ôy livingáa¿tist(. Th=t¨Æere isAn‰ Ìtr0†h” aî ¶o
whaƒ artDis ÿeemÒ qite unrZalizÓd  f
Whqt ýs the fuqòßion o'art, oÞ tÕe ´aaure‚o™ aºt~ I”–we contiWue�our"ÕIalogy cf cŠ=form¿ art îèkež ùs|$eiM) 
art�sÞl5ngòþgŽ‘oneLcaØŽrea4iethen ’hat  ¾orkòoG artá�s a knd 1f pÙo-os‡t n pre1en×ed withip F¹eÒëonÊextÕ/f art ›s 60 c¨mmeWt 
Qn artº WeIcan thenŠgB fuÌther ón¨ aÎalyz±Øth types of “propositioëâ.” æ.íJ. ye’s evluatNSnæoÞ òa0t’â distinctioH b_tw
en analytöc¸a6d¡
µn'h3ÙicËi• s‚ulËto Ès here: “ ëprcposo¹ion isòanalytÎc|w™en itvaÌidity;dependsmsokeâ.on ªheÏ²˜fi§“in¤«of ]he symbo"·]it conta§n, abÁì
‰�n†üetic(when its va�i´ity isydÐtermin+d by th¡ fa®t’îof‰experiníe.”1J The aÊalogy I will attÅmpç tÉ mzke ½60þDní UetweeÇÀthZ ar6 
Üonšœ‘on asš the condit)on ofÚthe analyticðp]oposi\ion  >níthaã they d¦ç’t Àpp¶z¥to be #elie able as aØthing;esô, or beUaboÌt anythinz 
(ot´r thanagt) the for²s of_
rt nosA lea(lEëfin6.lyžrefer©ble onˆy å¬ ar† have bee5 forºs clYsest to anQBët%cal �ropo§žtions ï�
™ï×ks AŽÚ]rt ‹reÚýÆaJyt)c propoÒi5ioŽs That�¥s, ”f vieweÅ within their context XA aäý – the� provi˜� n% énf rm”%þon wý+ts%üveb 
boutka:y @attcr of 



¼ct. A wVrÌ of a©Ý is j ta«toloºy�in nh¿E it is a crese
ta�Ÿon9of the artûst’±9intntio=,Öthat is, hm is s`yNng ÊhÔt hatwpprtic(
mrÀwTàk
cfÄØrh¤ûñ•Nl^, which mean
, ns a aefim06iƒ oX art. T…usÞÂthmt Ít is art isStžÓe a p{Pori (wÌic is wh9t Judd m61abs when÷ße st¨tes t}~ˆ “if someo:e caÞls it 
ar_,ýit’s \rtŽ)  
IndšeP, it isònˆarly¹im¤os„Ûbl» ÄŠ dâÚcuss·†rt in ,½neôal DÑms w hoà�ta±kiÏg in tauto<ogies – foo tµ-ttemì tBâgrabpH Brp by†any 
otheiW“haôdle„i« erely to›ocus n tŸothpŠyspecá or q7&lÔty >
 the pro®osi´iâ…, which is us-úllyb@)releûaŽtÀto the61rworpNs “art coêdition.”@On¼¡6egins!to âe«lizeºtga}Âart’õ “arX condition” is 
Ðcosceptuaã ¨tae. ThatµtMæ Xnngõag¨forls that the art‡ˆt fraæ¤‘ his pro®ositioGs in are osteÙ©“‚ÿivate”ªod¡s o( languages is an 
iÃevitacZ outcom¤†o µrŽs fr+ndo‰ fom ÎorpholSgfcal µÆnstrÎ¸tioøsh and^iCbfoQlow¾ fo÷¯this JhètÙLne ˜as tû be fpÛi'&ar)witž 
conte¿porary art toapÅ9ecaùg¸Ot‹abÆßund¡rsÊ nd it. Likewise >ne und<r×Kand‹ w¢y¾t/€ “üaR inOthe street” is intLlerµ7t to 
§rtis¥iý rt‹nd a±w‰ys¨deman
L art òn a or¶ditional “lénguagl.” (AnY one Bndørstanû÷ w~y f˜ m”list art sells “likI ho« caÒrs.!ì 'nl™ in paiÓtißgqand s¯uIp uÏeÁ('d the 
Èrtis's µll speakW’he same languageF sha¤ais calleç “Novelty’ý×W”‚bXdh¼ formlistq7iˆ®oåen toe0attþmptto Ùind new lý¯guagesm 
althè$öE a\nÃD lang�ag˜ doesn’t neces<¹rily me9×…the fraJi´g of n¤w”àr6po~iÕio@s: e‡gÈsMmost k?ne{ic q|Ìêe'ecronic art  
A4o’heO.ò�y Þf statFng9 in rlatiÆ to art, what–AyerOÞssert$d a»out;the ýnalyt¼c meth€d rºà¹he zo^text Ô†¦„ang{cg ÒouÊÕ be 
tÒ+Àolsowingq T�nLvþ7idŸt¹ o` aŒtis2icÁpRÖposi�¿ons is æot d™penden¹ o«any «mpÚ ical} much lesn°nyqaes'hætic‡p�esjp÷o;ktion 
about Vhe natÂre Ù;tÒins. For thÈ )rtÅ«t,™
s Rn a anystü is n£t dÞrettl@ TDnc4rpeµ 
ith th± lhys“cal�poopertie# of thin¿s. He is@concerged o†lywwi¬µ the wa '1) in (hich yrt"is ‘apa¾leDoV concep/ualFŒrowth 
andcþ2ˆ.howzCis±proµlsiÚioKs apeícpabÚe%1f¸…Ágºcally folloúinC+that grÐw-hW19O    ½  ·PÇre 
ExpressioniIm,çcoxQinuingŸwith°ky�rösœ‚¬¢ms, cou†d be½c6nsižeéda such8“A se·tence61whch íonsñsç
d âf dÁóonsfrati¦e 0ymfol�øwou
d ©ot³express ?genuŸne proposit+on.ÈIt Þou†dobÄ  mere£Œjîculaíio’. wn nO Úay Éharacã·r¤jþn£ tüat t# which itwas supposed tÔ 
ref×V.” Ýxp1‰sHonistqworks 61e usu Á y sucÔ “ejc¯laNion&”*pâe~ent(d in thÌ m²rph†ßogical language of traditio¢al art.¾If Polloch 
is;òporjat iì›{s bucaµÐe he pai~teB on loosežcanvas·:õ§ivontaå‰y toÖt�ž ›lo?  
>hatãksnÈt 9á#o¾tÔnt is tha³h± l(t½ p61tª-hOse dNippunds oker str¤tce¡s,a³qëÇunð Áhem Qa:allel to the wa,.a(‚ xtMer woÛds ¨hatzis i 
portênt4ðnzarp¸ÚK what oneCbrŸngO to iI, not o÷e’s ad¤Ÿio‰ of what w>s ”reviouÐl× exxsting›) WhaÖRis N Žn!la«s«iúp#štantSto 
aÀtVis Po¼ôoükˆs Što©s o “self-e#^ressiÑn” beau¿û those kinds b> èu€jectÚve öe»µings arNus‡lesó¬to8an÷One otÁOr thaM those 
involvedšSit¬ Jim&pqr�ona{ly. AdZteir “sp�c)fic” quality¼putá;÷ùem outside P1•ãrtµ| context 1
ì“I do nŸÜ íaie art,” Rch›rd Serra sas, lI aé en«agedû<nCn actigitû;Èi� xomeo(e wa tsy7o callkiö artaþtßat’s§ºi¯ bÛsVnes°,œb

t¾itÇs n©t up¯to më àŠ decide ‚aat˜ThauÈs ll igured µut later.” ²erra, th
n,'isNje/y €Ìch/aware ðfu�he implicat¬ons of Èis work.}If Serrà is inMeed just “figuring out§w×ax lea@ ÊoeV”'(gravitationaçYy, 
äòºÔEu�¼<¤y eÊc.)s wh~ sÊouldâany6†e th61Ÿk Bf ig=as art? IË;¾eb±oesn’t take tye resåU…sžbility ofhit being art/who zan^µor¡sÁt
l|? }i<�work certaošyWapˆarsStn Œe empiricüþl7 verifiablem lFad 0an¹do, —~d be uÞ£dnfor, mhnyE\hy|ical2actƒvithes‹dDn©tselfUthit  
does>!nything‚bït ÒšadŒus-intoìa diaßoguí aboutwtAeDvßuae,œf artÂFIn a çene tÕe? Xee¤s“a‹prÀmitiÂe. Heph;s no idea Ãou% art. 
H@w i}fit tXÎn$th«t÷we knoAåa ´t Âhis a/tivÔty”™ ecausHùhe has(tPQd ‘sÔô¾ùÿs vr�ôbyhi% actÒoÐs ašteën“his ctÖvity” 
hasƒtakenplace. Thªt Ís, by the\fact khaò -e isìwifh several gal§eriÿÏT «utsã+he phyhical r¨jidueŽo8 Jis¼c¦ivi§ inXZuseuìÜ(an� s§¿Ms 
0hem toça¤t collLct¦fs – Ñ« as We ha¬e ‹1nte,µUut, ’¿âlectors are irrsl{vant ƒ:Lhe“clôdVtio¡ ofèa2t” où a•wo€kç  
£ha®'Pe ª*nieÂëšÀs áorý is art ¢Êt plÞˆs the urtist is moreßtµafAjus, O parad,x. Ø?¤rañsecretlH feels thj “Yr©,˜od” is rrÈved•aÅ 
em“irßc{llA. “îÓs, (s A…er has ssat(dæ Theíeáare no ]bsolut]Vy cerÜax empi¦ical ¾rohoæii×¦s½It is Snlc Ý¾utolopie th˜Ñråücerpa{n  
EHpiFical¨quËYKiC6s 're ³ne an( áll hypo he?es, which m{y be onfime or diIcrµdited’:n actxa×µsgn'V x„e˜Þence. A4 th¯ 
p?op¹sÙti-Ã inÉwi½Åmwe ýpcorlPu observationsÂŸhat vµ‰·fy theseÝhypotheJÏýæPre theæse•ves [yˆotŸe™ep w_œch are sbjecl tƒ the 
�•Åtof f§rt er ©ne experiønc*. Th;süther; is ní f‘n€l propositiinf22 Ié o…her wordsš úhÍ4;–oÚ¢sit×ons Ò*Äart are noB ëàcF–hl, b:t Ìnguistic  
¤¦6cha�acéer ›�t,at is, th d¤do¤\Žt des¼¾ébe the beàavior)of pUysicaó, orùeve� íentMlzobâejts; tþBÖ Ÿxpress yefinitiºns of artè or tXe 
Xorm5û [ons©que1ces ofâefiÐ÷�ons˜of Îît. Ac�ordin4vy,  e cÙn say that ®r op‡raÍˆs ^n a�—žgŠY.Bto— wx ¼³al] see µhat tö+ 
chara`tyriÇtÏc ark¤¶f a Aurelž lãgE*a ônquirymi`Øthat it s convÒgned witht%e f÷íaaš Con-çquencus oS]ourpŸ»FnitVžÏss(0f rt) an“³ot 
wimh-ue¤tioús of e-pŒri\al fact—0 To -mpe"Ú,Qwhàt ¬rt h¢s inæcommon wií‚$
oÆrcran© mõth&maHics is that it is« tagÿolo™y; i.e.,>thÂ “art ide§”U‡o¥ “work”)¦ao %rt Sry èheîsme and ~«* b, °ppre
(aÍ1dQah ar@ ½i
hout goi=g vtside ¤e conøexêofkar-fÉr /âri<ic—tHon 3
On theY(therˆhan-,fjetÇus conside¸ whY arŒ cnK¦t 
e èor hÅs di©dicultyÞwe ÌpÑ att[pts(t< b‡) vÀsyõtKeti1 ÄÈoóosit£oÓ.!Or, t$at iú to say, whenÇtÈe truth or fGôsi§y of its asserRioÝ i¤ 
§Öri6iœ
€e on empirica§ Xr¾unË¤  
AyÈr st<ts: ü‡. . TÎe Nriweri£nïby which Üe’€eteÙmine+t.e öalÀdity Ff aY
aãpiorH or sVÌ�yÌÎcalÝproposi~ion ªsnoï slfficGeAt t¸ deter:inK Th¨´Lalidtywof“an eípi±ical orÜsyntVAt‡cjpŽop¿sition‹ Fo` it s 
cha1acte›istic ofRemÆiµic l prªpiRi÷ioÝ thatÒthõir vxªþvÝ½yÎis not #ugely formö_. To say–‰hatU geometrDcañ prÕpositio¶, 
orûa sFstem «f àešm÷trical prfp1ðiJioãs,ú fa…sK, çséto çaÖthat it i
 se^f'iontraW+ctTr].C"u) an eLpisi/alÄptooS§¶$o,õoÆb"£syste f v—piricalºpro%÷sitions,pÌay be fr
e fromûÌontradi¶tion an sk¯ll{bS Ölseö I· is²si– to be fal;eº not ÅÄc¶use it i ‡ormallÖ deleótive, àut Òeca¦seCit ñails to 
×atiÎ’yDsome)mat+©ia° crit\iín.21 T×e#Nnreaüit= o »reaõóstic” art ós du (o its AaminfasÄa,–Ñr propoitÖÈn‘incsynthˆtic ˆermm: oneZi4 
alçays temvªe} toòverWf¿þ ¼he píÐpo6ition+eepwrÏally.hReali<m|s synt¸$tjÁØstate doesnî‰ br–ng one¤to a cÀ'cuxar='wing bëck i©to a 
üTlogŒe w\th telarg›r fraˆ¹w¦r( of q¤est ons aöoÎ the nÞture ¿fäart (a o;F theqqorkIof PaleKch, Mond-iaO ™ol8oTR, R«inhardt, 
ZarþyÞRauach“tbNrê, Jo4ns†"LichteÞtÇin, WaAh>ln—0qd�e,AJu:‹n FýÉ“iÑe eWæt , Morris, and otñers), but ratjery oíe is"flu´g outÞof 
arÏd%'ÝorbÚ”Ginto tÍË“©`fiûite sØaLe” of [h¨hwman on¦iton  ˜
     H  Øhat Xne ¹inds all t¼roghout the wriýings of Ad ,úi†G¿rdt 
s this very sqmil<rNtmes¼sno 
rtÛasƒartR”ÎRnd-tÉaÑqÁart6iÐ alwa´. deåd, ÈndðÀ ‡Qving’¹Òt is a deceptiªn2ï RwBnhardt haZ avryPclaæ idea ibout Phe n°[ure ofÄ
rtõ and his mpotance is f
B fomqrecog>z5d ß



BecaseÒfors A« art that av0Ô’ c`siÀ—re® …ynth«tic pr3poi:iØn¿ are !erifiablO b´ the world,5t-¸t is to say, ko undeqstand th„se-propositi—
ns½8ne must leave Ãh tautoæogiwal-ik¸ÒfrtmHwork o9 art andêconaider “ outsidï” information.¤Bu¬-Ú coÑsidet i× a¥ art qt i— 
nSceäsary toi_nor²mÕhis same Xutsie {0fo¸matiI because o;tsie infvrmation (:xpdrTÀn³i´q}q¨Â§r®es,îtoÅnoŸeü has iªs Âwn intrinsic 
wñrYhë Andöto comprÄÍønd åh\s wo5thbone doe ¨o¯ need a stÜeâof “art¶coniitio».” Fr‘ 9hisóiøÁi eUsÐ¡‚ì raliz' 
hat atd. viabô¤itÄ is �ot connectd to
the preseGtaVo ofÜvisual (or oåheœ) kinds of Px¦erie“ce. TŽat V an¯ma I3av¢ beeÇ one J
ard „§ect€aneouT Æu-ƒÁionaÕin `he preced E/qGent€\iˆz is /ot un[ikely. AfT>� all,m•n ineven¨thenineve‰nth century liŒed “n a 
éæirly stanþL3’ùzÖ÷ ºsu0en¦ironm¥ntz T‰ˆt is, \t ws írdinaúily prÊÜiÙt”bl
 �� to ‹hæt hewou¸d be àoming 2nBo coè„a ¹ wäth  aàåaf“er5ú™y. Hi@ visÅ2l eËviroÝment in t-I pArt of the1ÎorldÊinZwhich h live62 ²ñs 
fúi˜ly±cons¥st=nt. In ouž tim[ weEhave  nÌÏVp·<ientially rasticÿllj rîA¤er ez´ronmtn˜¥ One ca62 fl³ ×l` oÌõ ShU˜eaüh in µ &ptter of 
âœuusa$d62dayst not months. W Þavg She cinÊÊa, and ¿æOor tlevUsiÑn, as×wel asÒthe ¡DnÁmde spectacpe ÿf the l0ht$²of Las 
VeëaÉ '2 the s1yscraßerÝ ~ Nµw±York Ci°*TLeÔhX|e”worwd i =thfefto ¤e ÔÀ~L and úhÓ whol"´world can watc– ×�- w}lk on “ûe 
+8on†årom”Hheir Äivi#g ro‡ms.ÑCertaä¤y ÿ t,or objects(of painti1g6and sculpture ca>not÷be¤eGpeced$tð¢c^mpete eHpeien3iall] w¸th 
this&ÜçÓeÆn¯tôo+ ífõ“u]Û” is rlÄvant toÂrt an2 its “angua~e.” áeßÄly}ehe
boxÕor cu1eòf¾r
 has ben ðedOa!great deal wWt0in hxÏ1con"»Œtêo< art. QTake fér ¯nstancþ its Êse bs Judd, MorrHs, LeWi(U,ïðnaden, 
m-hhþgBeŽ¦,andMCracken¬c n^Ü even meO”i\inV$th‚ quantêty of bxeþ Dad cuses h-t4cÑme üŠter.) The B)föeÀHncm×tweµ• 
a‡˜ täe vario! 'seáÕ3f—th„häœ‡ or cubÖ®fq�m iš dirbctöy…r_lated to theŠ62Zf"erences ;n the in‹entionsñof th‡ atists.™Fòr,je, aC™i 
pørticularly“seen ¥n Judd’s workGªthe :se of&the box or cube»formWill1stÑates verÍ,well SÎñ%eDrlieï la£@.t¤at an o·e¬t iç onlŽ artÏwhe´ 
placed in tLe context°ofQaAt  
A 7;wyexample‰ âi¤l p)int »Þis –u3.hOe Óould NyÉt«a\ iÁ Wne†o¥águ)d’s box fors was v4en fill“ddith deûrÄs¤ seen flaced i¨ a‡inÔust
ial sTttinZ,or {ven m

el|¨seen s³ttin
on a w¬|ÕRŽsornºrf it wfuÎd notøye"id-nêúfiÐdšwithLSt. It v•llowsóthenïth|t unde=stnŒÊng¯and c‘nsVñera~iTÊ ï° {t3s ÕE artwo˜Z 
;¹anecessË7y apriori to vieÒing ýt %n odeQùtoh“see” iz as’ì woËk ef
- t. AµvanÑe infor<ation aboutmthe cÌncept ofÛart and vÞout an artist’Á co:epts4i 4necessary Tˆ the *pprc
aZÉonFa{d Ûnde›stÈnd÷n oè$con†emrorary art. Ány'a‘dPall Èf —he physicaCÅatt|FÞute› (qoalKtqe
) of coŸtem¤§rar` åorÔs, if c nsideråd separatêÌrKa@d/oé npec/€i)a¦5y, Çre irreýÄäant to
the ÝrL concep£. he�aWtKconÛeptJ4%s‚JddXsaid, zhough ¥v diªn’t mÊan7it this way) must né‘consider›Pit its whˆle´ 
To cþÓsider0Ø h&ncept’s¤p‡rts ,³(invariably»tW coIW Óer a¢pecRs thatÒÙO9 ir+elpvant to Utsµarý ÎoÛdi�i n – Ir lEe rakingÓp
rts o
 a definition  
ðIt £omes€as ¡o Ü?"¢èi½e tha
 the Ür¡�withµthÝ lFast`4ited `Zrphol�gy Ôs t“ exam:lßRfrom hich we decipherÞthe na�ure of tö$ Ûe(eral·tere “a
0.”8F#r Áê»ŸG therˆ is a càntÔttÌexisiná�sepÐ)aÊel  o its morpµolo`( Zndüc[n6¬²tïng of išs f*nctDonon> isŽmBre ¦Žk³yÝ t fiQd 
ResþltL�§…s coZfo¿mYg+an‹ pÞedictÄble. 
t=iD7Æ¸ modern62art’s p¹ssesion of  “�/nguage” zØthat³eshort†st !istor that „he plausibility of Ü‹e ab›ndonment of Åþ 
Hanguage” bÁcoÇes mUst Âosribèe. It ¢Å ïÓderqt©nµable then thtt th art tha cam6´out oÕ We'ternàpê)ntin' anP†scuptur½ is tGe°Ýost 
enïgetic, ¾ueätioning(oú its nature), and Ó*evl4as  assumÈng oBall t%e ºeWerLl 1rt”cocerÜsï In th9 âiUal ~nalÂsis, hÁwever,%±l: of the 
a¤tsIve buêFnÄ?iÃ
gß£s.ðiw’  Êerîs) a 0¢mi!y” òesembºazãe  
Oe  `h¤ vriogò›qualiƒiesÞrÌlatall to aÍ àart condi¶ioYºpo7sesæed by p}eryó the novelÈ the0CineÂ~Î XðÈtuã
tre, and Ðari.us ÷ÈZs of þusiï, et.Bbis t[ít aspuítgfLthem m¨}t ‚eliÛble’to  Þe fuñcÊionoof art ½s¶ç(serted éere  
5Is npt the declibe oiÐpoštSyÝ‚elataAle to theimpjzedmetahrNi•s#fom pJetry’ use of “c·mTn” languane_ah an£arN äangÆag?24 In Lew 
York he lSs• Gecaëenå stages of poetry ca/ be seen rn the<”oçe byR“Concrete”poetÏ recent¿ytoíard™Lhe Àse of aczÓãl objemtO and 
theatŽe2562CanÏit be that they feelßth‘ unreality of theGN t f¦rm?\   í   Còe seí nÛÌ t©atthe$axioms ofa geím‡try vrF1imp7y 
éfinitions,âandËthat the·thõorems -f aùgeometry ar%6simply the log8calconseqÁenceX µ thesS nef¿nition@. A eo{etry isHot fn 
itýelf aboýtQp62ysi:algsq¶<e; iQ ´ts lfž«t cannot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anyth]ng. Butcwe cU° use a weometry äo rsšsiÑ·about 
pÓÛ6iQal s®aceÔ Th‘tP»s fo²say, once we havÜº-iSn the xiomsõLÇphysicºl interpret
tionz we canþvroceed 62o aøplç the tÛ¥or]ms
‹÷øtÈÎ ˆbj#c¢s$Mhih satisfÍ Â
e �xiêms. Whut
er a geometry‡c‰nßbè açp1ied tobthe c¼ua� pœysical Ào¹ld ”€ «ot, is n 1xpÙ…Ò£al quòsÍi¸{which falls outsid' ¬Le scope ofAgeûmºtry 
itselfz Áh6rg Âñ n‰ sens-, therŸfore, i skin†º�*�chEof©the–variout geo>|triesØknÓn to us •reFfals: and whi¤h2are trà›. S¤sžüa- a² they 
Öreæall{freH from c#ntrdictio.ä’theyTareðall true.à=h/ prÌpoitiƒn whVch st©tes thaM a×cert¬in a!p[icÔtÃoÖõo¦ a geomJu�y ªà 
posib[ehisRnot itgelaòa ÂrŠpçýitvn}of th¦t+geoÆetry. All *hat the geomtryÑiisefºthlls us is that if°aîyzhi
% can �e ürnught '¢derÊt
e d¦finineŠns,itÔwil› a²˜\†La£isfy &he th9ÜÐemÂ.ìIt ¡s tÝešefore‚F pureµò logzNwR ]y™em, anW :ts prÖpo²stioÕþ ÈNe¢Aure!
yšnal¼tiâ ÇúopÊi™ivns.#_Aý ´. Aygr26 HcrŠèhHn I propose 4estÇ the õ½a«ility ofÐart. [n aÊà:g¹ßÌysn trad+tionL� á¯6·osR©hØ 
lsfunrÚalýecaseŽoÌ£Øts assumJtons,tartSs ûbiñty î¢ ex\st will de.?ndúnñt onl^  % it@Ún/ù peÙf
rmNng Ê–�rvice1– aÊ enertai±ÿán_, visuiE (Žr ¾theC):exà“riencÓ, or decoraõêon – w�ic³ is„som�thing easœl7 Ìeplaced by -its#h cuÞt—
re, Bnd te^hnology,fbŠÂ, r4her, itJxiSl/âemaiÇ #Ýabl0ÜÂy not Mssumçgµa ùhilosop™‚ca stance  for in r¹’s”²•IquM charaÞˆer is the 
capacity to remwU%¹aloof frùm ¥hil!sodhicïl uÀ\ments}“It is ¡n thiW ¤onŒªxtòhh(m Wrt shareÛ sii-a(FiesíJith loëiî, m:thematács, =nd, 
asúwellP scie=fe.ÒBu! whe°eas tht otCer edeS—ors a8eÈu¤á“ìŒ,åart is not. AYt ind4eO exisÐs for is o9n Úake† 
ãIn -hi• period of_oUn, after 
h lâs~h7 and r÷ligio”,¨a$tFmay Îdssibly beío+ eMd”¨vor )ha± fulfžllœ íhatïanother aDe might ÿve "alledÔ“mTn’s s$iµÆáal ne˜ÚñK”¶Or, 
ayì•ÙCr iay .f"putting W… might be tÃat ar deals analogouDyxeiðh³th¢st¥te62on thPngs �beyoÚd ph§sics¼ wher§ philosoÇkÒ hœd t$ 
maÊe ass¤rðion
. ènd}-Ht’s str&ng,(Áis tIat eve…ãtµe preceding Nen¼ence is ov assertimn/ nç cÁ~nàt be v…rifi d by art� 
Art’sjoily cladm3U
 for art¯:AWt iò thu«ef¼nª/iknŽof»artP 
æ   8   ”O-ESV 



NReprin=Èdj63rom2Studªo)I�t$‹µatdôn«lÔ(OctŠ®er* L969) 
Ó MortonãWhDtŠ,§@he Age of AnalysÌs (Newä:~r0: M„nšor Books), p. 14 �#
2Ibid., ü. 15  A
3 Ižmean•Ð£ thÊs E�isteä‡ialism ë£÷¸PheÓo˜<nlogy. ;ven(MežlŒau-öÿ°ty, wiBh?h¡s midd¦e-of-the-r1ýÊgpo<átion -e�ween 
empürixusD Ønd ratToæaiû8} cünnHt ÁxVrec™¨hiS pØilo§ophy�Ü¼thout the—useòof words (thrs usiÏ [KÕceàs); and·followìng this, how 
ca! one discEssUxUeröenYœ 4it out¶sha?p ßistnc
ioâsx–etweeØ ´uos–oves a¢d «he wþpld? 4 N§rõhamesjJ¿an, Physisßa~¼²hilosophy (A8ÐûArbor, Z_h[Ò Uqýv¤rs8ty of 
MichigånSPress), pg17  
5 IbiH;, @. 1+0 
6 IÙid.,�p. 19(  
i ohe task such philo€oph‘Ðhaw tìken uÏ¥¶its8lfNis the anÄy_“functHon” ió‘øuàd p˜rP,ry wiÉhou2 ma,ing phi’$s^phiëŸ§ss¦ö©ion= �
8 Th0R is íe}lt!i
h ?n te¨ following sectio2 ü
( I wuld �Rke‚µodÃak¤ it cleÙr, however, úhaTI intend>toùsueak for ÅoGone ÔlsÀñ÷I arrivedÅa…›tpese!coclusi:ns lon,Randnändóeà, it  
is ®-om thés °¿nkiY ,h/t†4y aÿ since 1966üæf«not mefore) ev"l5e…. O"ly rement;y di
 IrPalize afÀtrÑmeeÐing Terrà A=Œinson that hê and Michþ¿l B
ld"i§ sGèoe sDmilarŒùhugh c<Âtainyœnot idànt cal, oinšon{ toD±ine  
1÷ W˜b_terÅs NewBDærl ”icti|n
ry \½ t¾Ç XmÅrica‰ LaÄg¾age  
1í •—esconceptual le/Xl of th• work oØ KÑnn¹^huNolŠþ¯ù Jtles Oitsk, MoœrYs Louis,IÚon ì‚viˆ, ¬nt%oné³C›,î,–JoÉn Hoyxnd,âDan Àªfis
ensenÄ ete×ê, is so dis´allÖ `ow, t(at aGy th-t is tvûe is supplØed bÚ the c„ìt˜cs pr‘moting it. T£is is seen’lëµr  
1– Mich Xl$Fied’s reaso·c for us ‹g îreenbµ%gCs)ration®leàue¦lect his#bcÓgrou[+ dand mostçof ðhe o6he© -omalist criti{s) as a 
¦0chola±Û”Èbuttmore of it¸šsÄd#ˆ toõhis des rez IŸsuspecnf to bring his sc1ola9l\ s©x ie/ int¶tÈ9Pmoder§ wzrld.ýO–«gcan%eèsily 
sympatSize wi€hxßis0desire ”o
conô½ct, ;ayk Tieî`‹o5Li;h Ju¸es F’i<sƒi. Åne6shou˜d êever f7r¨ît, h±weUer, th›Y%a hYs1oÂiaÆ loves hiµªÃ¤y ³ore th0n anythiÐ ¯ eìen—
a=t  
¡3 Lu
y Lippard useC th–s qSÌ¦ation iê a «PJtoIte yo Ad R²inharst’s r9t3oˆpŽ¼Ïveµc—ta<o•ue, Januay, '967
 p.åñ8  
14 L§[y ippa5D, “63onstellÌtián'by Hars) D._light: Tçe WêiŸý=ø°An:ual,” &XdsoG Rview, Vol. æÄ No¬‹) ‘Sp ng,§ê28) |
n5|Arthur RñoØe, ùFour¥IÐterÝeww,” Arts MÀaEme&çebá`ary,×1969)  Û!16 ¨: Terry Atâson
Ïointed outAj“ hiý ‡ntrod²ction :•{rt-”anguage (Vol.•1, o.1),e$he CuÞŠs²»Xnever qu)st‘onedÑim–art had Úor±hoš°gicalœcharactŸri!ticž,
¡but5›�i–h ones iŸ p1iïtin�wÍre accep„;/kL æ
ñ17 When someoneç“b]ú�  a 7avin�he isnÇt ï�yi(g a light sho"Ÿ@f¤) if¨he  as ‰eµcoul Œustgo towaËhardùa€Ÿstre a¯d xet the 
¡oodsTfoR consid»rXb�+ Sesp. Hn isÒ’à BbY:ång” ånythông.H{ iÔ sDb`idizing Flai;n’s “ctivit7 as ‰n 63rtx§t  
Jã8A. 
« %ßer, Language% „r/th,-azd Logi4 (Nw rk:ÑDovŸr Publi1atÏons)C p. 78  
19à›bid.· p. í7  
2 I–id.õ p. 5E� zÔ1 IbiŠ., 1.90  
Mù I½i., p; 94  
V2ž AÆiRe§nharWt×s re#rospe§tiv… c&ta²gueÛ(JewishðÐseu9§ Ja™uJšÀ, d967ó writven Òy Lucy Ldppa‡dÍ p. 1kÝÏ
Ì2Ë ItUieŽpoet¦y’s use of com±]nNlang¨:ge ão att¨m'tqºo’H¤y the unVayable ïhµ‘Eis problÊmˆGic, not÷any ®nåer“nt×probleÏ€i¹¼husT of 
l¦nguÖge wi}rÄn the cÉnt¶xtöo¨¼artrÒ25 Ironiàally, ÐaØy of ûh
‹ícall ™h¯mselves “¬“nceptub€ Pwdts.& Much=of th×‘€worŠúisgve�WTIimÝìar t§ÊWÓlµeó“de Maria’s Èoœk a] t“isóis n
tñcoincid#nta§; de‰MariF’s w”rk]functions as 63Íkind of “object” àûetr¢S and hV7in¬ee®i÷s9are veryýpoetic…
Ôh\*reaû6ySºantshiè@work to þ¶¼n‡ecmen’s l*ve@  ï
26 Op. ciˆ., ž. j2  
  9  È   
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PH1LOSO·HBÿd1ò69)ƒ Josph Ìksut`  PartG1Ä 
 The factzhat it Øa\ recentl˜ becomLµµasriúnab<e forž4·yFiÙis2s Èhemselves fo beŒsymZD¼hejicÿtQwar’ religion §
. .©mark½†thmˆ5hysó%š�[®’ own lkcÛ-9n confidenceøx&cUhe valiVi.  f òheir h-Äot©eseê, w“ich is a'reLction on thi' parœ òrô‚thH 
antire¯ig¼ous dogmatism of Â4niteenth-cenuêy soienÃiÙ—2, a˜³ a—Íat ral ou1om« ož thÍ criÜ°A throug§óhich physic!‰has juÁt pÄAa,Ý.  
–A. J. Aynr. . . .¾oFce one hasöunderut.od 8he Trctatu` à\eŒe $ill ·ânoãt…mptatpcn i concerë Æneself anyÄË¿í with •ilÄño/{y,î‹hš„U 
isxne+ther empiri³al?like sciÎnc¾ nr ¹a_toloæical like mµhepaticc; oH´wÆll, like W|ttcens§ein mH ¯1ô ÷baÀdo p#loOÒÌhƒ, whi{h, as-
tþvdntionaly understo[d, is r[òed in¦conu1io.  
–J. OŒ årÞ%)n› 
TrÎditƒoÈa~ phlo
“7hË, almos^ Ey defÖ
itÀonNZhasíQo)c:rÀ-d Útself °ith ^h] u¬sûlQ.The nea‘lÖ ‘öclusie !ocus
oîð)he sa(d by –w´ÜûTeÅE-{enÃ*ry4¾ÖalytiËal lÒnguisticBp‚iloÍophers¼is tÏe sharSf ûonteïtion tT
tEtheUu0aid is unsaid ¤eÁaMse it isSu¯-aXbO¿. regelia¼É hilo&ophyš#<FeEsen+e!ùn thŒ n
ŸteeÊth æew#&rò and mst›have b‹en ¥ooÓ]ing to a
ce�ªurW th t w°s baÌely Ö¹ttn¼ over umh, the Enlight³nFent, and KCnE.1HeÂl¶s philosophy¹wasýalso ca¢blù of giv&ngµcov§r for 
aœdöf³WsÉ6ofkœeligiius belieÉ', spplyinG a^ \ltcrnŒªä¤e to Newt¸ni.n àc§aéiÂs, and‹fiting inwB³ t2µ¡gµo:th of/hiwtory ¤s a disciplšne, 
as½welþ as ac^eÏtin DarwiniŸn bi}¨oÇy.2 óe a•peabe=óto giXe an‘ac¹eïta¢le resI˜ution to t?econþlictbÿtwee¤Šth‹ofogyand science, 
asÄwell I
øÀhe reÖut¤of He¦eBH] influe9ce ³as been tQòt_àUÉPe
t majorèt´ ofQcQîtmpora3« ph$loop>ers [re reallyÏli¸tle ˜oreýthanêhžstorians 'f pilos)’py,hLebrarians Ç· the Tru65,Kso tT spea§. 
On“b¾ginx to et the¯impreôxô‘nathaŒ ¢ere W_sÞnoæ?



ng more to b` sa,(”And c`rtainly if one reil·zes eò˜iöôlLc|¤ions f W}ØãsÊein’s 7hink}ug,vaPdx¬šethinkiT* ”ntluÈFcedË•y%himáð¶d âfôr 
hifE “C<;tinent•l”&pZioæophy neeu nÀö ée†iously be co�iAerRdÜSere.ù I
 thÛre a re—son fvr th& “"nreality` ¯f /‚i�÷ophy in^our )ú—b? ü†×haSs Õhis can be ans¿ered LêiZaok·ng;into te ´iffRr$nceubýt¼een ošr 
†i¼e9a~d ohe He»turies§pÞeäÉd”ng¢usù{IÚ túe va” man’  c)[cluÐio …bíut the;worÃd wkre bfseú on þhe÷vnTorß°ion Þe¶haXêabèuª t – 
ifŽ ô^ specifgcally 
i:× vh5 empirecisÈï  Àen gFneraKly lœketh— rtionÂTiàäbØ Ofte[ iâ fact, hà[lg.enes be±weª( s�ienc@ and ðilowp<y wadw?o ge~t t0a� 
scie.ÄstÏ and philYs@pher¢wŸe 3nšand t»e same NersFn.(In fat, from tHe6timƒ¥ ofcT¶ales, ¹ic×rus, Héraclitus, and AristotDe to 
Des9artes and Leµï�i.z,$“the grÊa§ =ames in  hiTÅsoph’ weee oft[n gre&t¬name  $n s�iance as well{”| That tÏe Ñl¸ ¬Â peõceived 
bytwentiÐth-centâr64ºÎc?nM©e§is a vËtlëŒdifÄeýent one tå> phe o�m of ¯tj preÍeding c£nt¤ry  noÅx ôot be provtd há¨e. »s it 
posshEleN tµen, that iÔ#¶•fectma¦ has learn-dú\o puchr nd hDs ÂJntelli™ence” is su–h, «hat aeøÄannotºbOlieve7the reasonæng o4 
tradºtinA ‹philo opõy?×ThaÞ perha“ï he k²owsUtaoúmuüf a‹ouz
!äe ‰o}l  §ÅÒmake0ãhse k›ndsdof oclusionsL As ‘½ JampÈFJYans Ó=s�étaMei¬<u ‡ . Wpn¡p§§Ð‹sphy h�s avail8d i¢clf ofthe 
resœlt]zofNscenQe, t has nft Ëeenáb3NjorèwAng tôe abstôct µaœhematcal des¼ÜiptConkµfhtha Úar×ern oZ events,butÑy bgrrowrn4 
8he then cu�renÍ pi±tor %l desîÐiption,f th<sÝpattern; tœus iÎ ha¹ no` apprL?riated certažn k_owledgŸ 
ut +on[ectures 
T9¼ìeco¦ject_res weºe oftõn Lo`S enouÍh¹· tYe ma -Kizeü worldw’ru‹'Áot, as we™nÏw knowÌ¥for;those �átÄ§t` ‘r¢cessescof 
øazZre which con/ro§ t¡¢ $a£penings 
¶ heƒmÎn-sÄzed Co^Ld,‡and®brinh us Xea»äCt t the tráeZna/ureoN re lity�5  ¥e contiues ONe cns~quence of=="K is that 
èh[ suaûdarU¹pWilosophic°j disc?ss¸on¥ or many¾„roblems, suc‹Òs hosc oí ÛausaliÑì and free äiÅlJþroÿïmater
alisLrr mentalis, re ‚ased o…‚aO intêrpreîat¤on ` ¥sÓ |“tÿern o events]hich is ¤o lóngeu`tén<bl·¨ ^he scieçtificF©ðsi/ öffthe§¼ÁolderÓ!
Ùscus7i¶ïehasrbHen
wUghed
Øay, and withtheirØdšsÓp(earañÉe hJve gone a,¯SLh¡ argÇ„ents ... 6 =he t%eætie’h c²Ìt
ry b*9Çt in ½ tLmB«tPTt couí-µbef€alled “the eTd¡of°phil[sWphy`axd the beg+ln7n� of Grv £
# I±ao öo ØÌan thañ, ÒÙ course,ä%t�ictlycspeaÉ’„, bu3 ´ather añ®thà ¡ße\dÝnc~”Æxf theÉs×tatin. {erÜa7nly l«ngxistic [hiþosoph can 
SG `"n_idef7d the hÌij ÞoSempi%64£im, uut it’à.a p�ilsophy “n on" <eRr.7ƒAnd tcere ðs �ercainlyÑan “arj hend5tion” êÙ ‡rt p¬eltdi¶g 
DUch mp,9but �¡s otžerHfunc«ÐonóoØ reasons-to-be a=eˆso:p]onzunced týatŒt¡%abi®ity äo 
¸B§tioL clær–yo-s art Uimits tˆ ažÍ c+ndi¶®on^soödraóticalíÛ Úqaw i�2s on`9ámi0iall® a×t…8 þnfn  mecƒaõasíic s+…s§ is th¶e a 
connection betwe[n phÔÿosophy s “hôding”±and arÏµsõ“óåŠd¥n¨ng,” but w don’tî‹nw thiÈ-#ccŸrencá entirÑlyÇc-incid.nWül.þThough 
tñóÞsÌme Úeï‰oes 64ay be reêponsiblç orýbot= occuyreuces, theôÙØnneZ±io” is m‰de¨by me. I bringt§s al upòto analyze 
artusÒfunctÜ“n and suØsequenty itsµvi§biLit¶Ë An¯ I doÆso\toEenable¨others o uŽre�sQand t<e ryasÄninÔÖof¨rø– and, by 
ÂxtIhion,Co]er artists’ – arùD ] oell¢to provid� a clƒrer unŠerstand³Ng‘of he  er Cøn]e_]uÏl artë€– 
7
GH\fjNýT?ON ™F ART 
ƒ_\Tð~ main!qa1 u¸catŽonF\to the XÌser posi iQn ofâpaiÓtimg isA¯€• a©van‹Øs in Žrt arI cerÉ2Înly(Üo* al\añsÎµdrÐal nes.õ–
Do•ald„@Édd (1Ÿ63) 1‰
Half:lr mKre“ofŸt…eˆbest nõ wmrk in th� lás.£feO years‡hYîòb¯en—ne@U|er pai+inŒÿno sÆulptureÐW–Dinald Judd (1965)  
Everô:hing Äculptþre áýs, m:¢work doesn’=
 
–Dona¹d¾Judd2(197·  
Th¸
idea becomÕs a mÆci¹e that mãkes the a~l1 –SGlw"Witt‰(1965)ÂThe one·ting tª sdy about#a~tüis that ¾t is †neU£hingÉ Art is at-
as‡art and evGryzing elÍù is ïíerythingŒelse.ôAr®Las ³rtŽis nohing $³t artË§
?A-t¨is notÂwh t is no ar=.ô–A: Æ¶inFardtû(396d) Ü
˜? weaniŠÄ is Ñhe us
†–Wit<gens¬ein  šäá mo)e func7‡onal•app§oach �o the ‘tudy of co•depts has tenQeÜ toXrep+a™e hehmut‰od f iRtrjspeVtio£. Instea? 
of aÒtemptingxtO gra0Á 4r desriÚ concep�qÐbarD, soÊto speakÞ the lsycuo�ÎBis£ inv¶sç©ga$bs tde£wi6 in 
{ich Å‡eË©funtion as*in4rudòÚntsÞin öeliefx a(d Ön ÞdgÞ™nt¹  
64–ÏrÏin™ M¶ Copi  
Meaœ*)ÓX!a‚wÃys a W¨e„plos�tiÔ‹3ôf functlon� ^
–T†ûSeËerÉtedÅ  
“ s � tøe subÎ¬Ut mata ‚f CI^cept‹Þleinv[sSigaFion} is EhïŠmea‚ingZf §er‡a›n worés nd exp§UssionsÈ– a´ ˆŸ} tŸ¹ th.gs an s®tž ofºaùfair 
thñm}»lvesIabouý whichíwe talk,whea usingè†hsY w:™þµ—a9d e–pr(s o]s  K
GG.l. VynÚXrg9œ \
ThiÙkiòg¥ia ra%ically metap2:ri!m LG:kag™ byèanaÎogy is iÙ2 onstit enÖ l64w or p.in�iple, its c„usal Qexus,�si³c¦ meanÙn�ÉÈly
ariseZ thrªÉgh �he—au³al cotexts qy which afs¹gn!smanXIÛfor (tkõs Ihe pla#e of an�insYaúcM ofaûso
t. To¹tÉvnk f Bñthin] isÎ²oÂta™åŸt a@  á a T
rt (;s k such anGÝVuch)82n"„thae Öas° bïinds Kn (o¨enl" ‚` mndi7guiseó hhe an(lgy, ühc4öaraCNel,Ät\eómetap.or  c Ù‹¨pple or grÌuny or 
gras] or *r.w²9y wIich al–nv Hhe miŒn ™aPƒò wGld. It@tèkes)no Óold iì t|úreÕij ‹orhing f»rit to h
u� from, f¶! i+s thOnuingtis lheÊhaul, Che atØaction of l„kes  
]:I. ¦. =ic}Ÿrds  
ÂIË tQis ™”ätðon (…w™ll dos[64ss the teµaaat¢64n etwe(Öest¼Ðui– a·d krïN ~onsideä‡²r1efly fo4ˆali¼t 5rt (be¾aasp „î il Ç &eOdiGg 
wropoÿe"tPofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art)| and asÿÙ/FïtÈa+ art 6 ½…aÜog-usštõ an?#nlytic proíoôiti©z, an. thaÎ itæis art’s`ex÷àtence 
aÉ a tauto~o¬ë thatñen”bµes �rt tš Ñman�aloof” ”ro� p¿lævophiÅal Ürð&Úmp*iûn,64{
@ _Ó  I—It is necssary tošžpšrate‘ašsÑhàtÎc:ìMrom art bec®ue²æ?s”hetics Áeaµs /ßh Gpên™onu dn†í§ception of Oe world ingeneral¹  
Cn‡the ¿ast n> op 3hÀ |)o ×BoÑgs‹of—ârt’s function w›w üt: valuÁ as 
efora-ion. Â” any ³ra�“RQof !hilo—áphÃ tha� dealtwxthý“bea“tô” and thus
tast¤, w�s ineviTËbly ûuùy boun4 þ+ dis7usÖ art a$wel
  
Out ‹f thjs “hæbï”[gre the notionDtaN}thereâwasPa concîpíÏalZconnectibn beÌw3¼n &riÔanÛ aµsthÎtÌcs, whic0–is no trueÒÖ#i, i´ea ne†år 
dŠÁ¦icalºy°coöSicteC with ørtisticAc‡nsideratio‘s :ef§re*5e*e’tvtÉme, oo” ánl fec¨use thµ morpŒolgical chaÔuøÎeristà…s ofÅvÉÌ 



peretuatd¾€�he con[inuitô Óf thiÌ errÎr, but aªwe>l,65û,case]toe'a£pa¥Úxt otyer.“f[ncti±ns” o_ artþ(2epictio� ofÂreliVio6sÔthrfes, 
porthaitÚ»e of a iscoc·atÃ, detaiœiny oœ arÚhitectur¶á et@.) ŒsA›�art to¯c7v-r ¸pøÖ’t  „�Bhen obje<ts Vr ’re5ente�øvßthin 
ÜhecontGxð o3ù%t (ÍDd ´ntµlËÜecentiŽ object4 ala8 have’beÄn se:) Dhey a¶e§a½ eliÒ0bl? YHr a8
tÎtcc”nsiderýtiônc& are any:ébjeò0ˆ n th| w™rld, an¶Ïanùa¸sþ†‘ti¼ cWns
drati'n µf a˜ oÔje˜teai
tin) on the realã of�art ôeans tha·ûÞhö ob¤ect’Ÿ T!B’te¤y” :š funZtoniBg in¤an rt ÐonteàÙ Ås iÇ¼zÜµvant xo the]e"st&Òtic �udYme@t2 
The rel«Íion ofša£s§heti‰s tí=art ~s not unl¤ke thatBo¹ aet
e^Écs ·o arc˜]tecture©þnüÏhat achite urn has a ve©y[sÙeåfcïL[ncion!Dnd hzw “good”<ts dõsign is is primWril¤ ƒÕatjd to how 
wellitpperf"rml its fun
ti€n. Th’-; judgments on what¸it —ook like ë[rresÖond t” ta=e,Âand ºk ÔMn ¾ee t”atÜ
h orghouŸ«5istÏvy di66e{ent xamôlLs of arc3itec„ure aÍH2ÿraœ\ed at diffe2e¶b‹times d3endöng on tx¹ aeÅýàetics ofYÏaûticulîr  
eKochs. Aæsthetic thiykingÓha·å·vûn65gone s) fFÉ aW to �ake ½x×mples of archivecture not|reïated to “ar±” t‰all, workÉ of Qrt n 
(he¼sel�esÚ(¡.g.Ù th  pyrÝmid6of EgGpt—  
Aasthei�ùînsideKa ions Òke Ändeed�a*Uays ext anHoub to #n oSj ct’s funØtii² or �u¬aÏoO-toi3e” Ulessof›cVurse,«tha™ }bjæ?
t’s r�Xson-to-beLi- >trictly ¹esthú<ˆc. ’xEeample oÞ a pôrely a²¢thetic#ojqcœbi a dûcorativì [b4ect, N„r EcŸratio)’Û pÙùmÑrH 
funcŒion isZ“to add somet'ing t‰, sÞ as toimke mo”e apllactiªe; adon;éo“nmenÌ,”1ã atd this rÆÎÐtes dørectl}÷tItastö  
AndôtFiÚ $eaSs ßs øirect§y tV “formÒ|ist”ÛLr™ and cri?iË•sm¯11 ForÎalis�arä (-ai>ting an> ¶ Ê(‰tÞre) is the v@ngua”À oÎ

dxoration, anï, sòrictïy sp�²kiâg, one coÄld lea²on´b„y ~sserg�t~at its aµt condition #s¸sÖ minima* å™aýxfor 
all•functiœnalpRp=seE iË ™s not art at allÜ buÍ p†e 3èe¹cisesWin ¦ßsthetAc›/ rbove all thiÞgs ClŒmen† Grµènbrg ˆs the65citic �f tas‘e. 
BehiA¥ Övery oÅe oè íi• dncisions is n aestÝntiX¶ÓudgmežoM'wit† thoseNjudgmen˜s refUecting his3tas65e  
éNndÅwhÔt wµes h–sŠtasˆe²re½lecte¬Th,«"eriodUhekgre¤u© inba a critic¿ tme pDriod e§eal,;fr h›ŠÞ the ifteà.ëÀ How el×e can 
è„eaúcount f½r, Yizen ®isÒtheor}äÆ  if ¡hey dav~ any l“gic [o th~m‰a ¦ll 4±hisdisi8te¤es÷ in Frénk Sfe la, ÍdßRein¥ardt,þÓed 
ÈthÕrs7aõ;l^caEReåto ‘]s ðis©ü’ical„s¤heme? Is it becaºs°ghe is “. . . baxcalll ‡]mYaòhetc oç øerso$aûl.nexäÓrôenti÷l ñ\ouÄds”?35Or¢ 
in o4heräwSrd, ¨the_r worI d?esn’Õ¦uit hi tas•e?” Ëut ¸n the¯p(ilésophic t„bula r×sa o art, “i˜ sLmeone Talùs it_art,” aê þonêWd has 
caÞd½ “Êts aUt” iive\ tå™™, åoÃ<alistDpaiLtinó and_sculCture caŒ be granted _* “çSçGonaityon, but .n@ö bö vúrtue ofdt-e¾rŠpre

entarionÄin tÉrmü of�th�ir órt idea (eŸ”., aDreZtanguöŸrashapÔå can–ûsãsIr’che�Žoœer oodeêRsÖòprns 6n�Kswained 
w÷th sch a}lEsuch cÂlor:, us]ng Whch andùsuchøform65, givin�˜sUch!nddsucs a«vWsua€ exÛerie™e> ¢tc.y. ”f �ni lfo¦[Ât oÇtempor!r 
rt in this  ug(t onô rŒal¾"esGah“ minim�l=Ór„°tiµe efftrt töken 1n th�üpart4ofè� rPaôist ¨rñis�s spJciÌica½l6º and Mll pa�ne@s‰ans 
XPòlptormŠw¶Skina as`suYh ÍUday)Ôgen‰rally* 
65Si] bCiìgsÖus to¾the rea-âzatmµ ÓhatìformalËst×a¿t ónd c;itiT¤gmÿpccepts a
†a de˜n¨tizn f m-d one tha  exists&sÌlúly .n mrphol™gica; goEns.ßz¯
lÂ ŠÌvasŸ quanV3àX of similadgowkingÊo
je¯ts crXimÒ�es (¸r visHally rel[tem objec±s -r3Žm4Püs) may seeT to b� re…atedÂo› »HnneLted) becauûñ³’d ) siìilaity'o6 
visu«l/þxèerõeŒtial-ŒÕeadinÏ’Û”¤Bne cÆÒnoŠ cçai< from thiË aS a°tØstic or con3eptual reo�t!onsh7p×´´   †„  'The Xunci"n oñQ:rt, ¶s 
a �uestîon,Twax eö�st Åai;ed >yóa‡ceÚü8c÷aèp§ ,n facê iy is M7r$el guchamp wÆoö we Zan cr9ditM_th`gäving‚a¦¯…its 
o�Ñ`identity.O(One can ert«Hnly see a endÉnc towarf“thiseaµ2i#entific„tion ofaŠ¶t eégáningóÔitY Ma€µt and Cézannå t:ough {o 
Cuðism,j6 b;¹ their works arS ¾i/�d and ambiguos ‘yÃcom)aris¥« with D¥Nh§ê’s.) “Moder–¨�aFt aÏdÂe work be÷ore ^e$�|5 c2nöctedv.y 
v¡rtue o� t`€irâàor
holog¹. Another wa\ÊÿfGpÌtting¥it w”uld be t at artÁsž“�anguag`” remainedçthAûs°me, ?ut i‘ was saying new hings. She evI’tÈthÈt ma|
èçc€nceivabtÒ te ret9uzation that it wa` Ÿvs´ibl\{œoö¯soeak anZther?lánguagR” ¸nd stiêlëmMeåsense in ažt waW¼Ma~cel(Ducøßmp’s 
fyrshìunZsÃisted R¤ad-made O!
W~th©
he una sistedR\ady
mcdek ürt &h4ged ?ts focus�1romAtheQform ofthÊ laòñuage2t$ what ¤as-beun( ¿ðBd.7?h[c meansÀthat iy ØhanÁ“d  h˜¤nPtureÿof at fº
—mña³¡uµsaio~ oy-ôorph™logy o a qÙeÁtion oh fuþcæ€õnû T�i' chaMgá I oSe¥fromu“g¶0
Rr�n¥e¦ €o “
ogc"|tion” – w‡s ¢h5 b¢gin@ing of “mÝern” ™¨ and the 65íìn
yng of conceptRÉl art8 A~…‚a&t {aš/erÚ
ucha©ñ) isç±onceptJal žinÌatu]ª) becu,eMaIt ’Æly Å.istsconepäu‡üly ‡ÇãThe “vèlue”\¹f pôr¨i·Yarïant[tP afYer DgchDmp³an ‹â2weighed 
a!coùúng hë how much tÒe> VueKT#oned hz n
tôre #! art@’whEch ƒs an‚t¸r uay of say\n— “w4Wt th:y addeû t¶ theØcBncÐp<iÉÇ äfŸartŒ o® whav 
asn…t there befor± tPey starEedp Artist¤œquesthon the natFre ofèar¤S pr‡sŸnµinw †e5 pr™positions a¸ to •rt¼sVnz§ure. ALX to do 
thisƒon{ücannot concern oƒes¢lf wi¤h theYhandåà-d(wn Žlanƒuake” of 3rÄditio‰a±7ar½, s 8h+> actiƒtx is ™aseddoŽßthe 
MssumÏtVonÑWh„t¥þh+re ¤s onfy one wÅyùo}¤œramÃ
g 6tÛ2r6pžsit¾
Fs. BÛt the·vDry stuff » art i² indRedbgrea)l\ òela>edlto Ÿcrea_¬çg” new pLo‚osiš:nÜ  
T c@áe Vs otenÁmÎÒj – 
=¶ticRlamGy ¸A refaRnceÞto Duc›amp 0w^hat obje|tÖ of artI(such asQthe H'ady-maVes,Eyf Úovrne, Œ¤ Sll aY is `mplied in thi‡JF9re 
jÞdge
 as objetsÑd’lrt inëlater ye<rs‘aµd”the aètists’ inHeotios becom 
ÅremÕva@t.+lZch
|nÿartm{nuisÕÇe cÐ’e #f‘ãApreconãeived notiÓò¢r:eru}† toge×heÚ n4i šese½sa¹ilñrelaöed factsÖ ThÂ
Xnt
is this:¹&steti¯s, as p -ave pontÔd oÒ',3Ãre;conN£pßually~i#re0Uani t. üÌ-  
Thð, k•y hysCc’lthÛng ca’ bßco Ï objet db�¦tŽ tha¤öis tÞ—$èy, cn îe šonsidšrÞ  Zsteuw, aesth tically ü”easÛng, etc."But this as 
no#bKrin— 1nàShe  bect’sgappliction to an °rt on^ext; hòt 
s, iªYîfu�cviƒning¤in a‘,arñ „o†tãœt.:(aãg·0!i) aÛ%ol¦ector t–ªÚs a÷pai`³iÈg, at“Qches egs, and©u;es ¼” ÜM a dinjng]taùlebiØãs an4Xct 
uÅrilat¿dºIo art or the.artisî»becãus,É4s art, tha waán’Ò t„e;artisX’s intentiok.) ItGis ô~viojÃ ÷øe°Ét°a65U¢Ørmalist c-Stc)sm’s re6iÃnce 
ãn ëorõhoƒ:gØJlýadsº–¿essar l„wie& a biaÁ toward th§ moÍphIlogyÀof traditional altw Apd
i=‘thiö :ems tDeir criticšsm BsÉµ!t related ‚n h “scieût·ficçmethÂï” Úr any±s"B o\ ôpiä (sm æas Mipha) ŽFJœd,6ßiDÒ ¡iÒ detaRìeµ 
d™sÁriptions `f paitingC'and othðr ÓschalaW¶j”„Ðar‘h»rnalÆa wouNz w–nt�œs ™}®belÂeve).÷Fomalˆst fritic^sm is n more tÆan an 
analysi^ ÞÔþthe phyÑicaŠ a tTib÷tQs oÕ ømrz˜c`ar�o×jeÖts %h¦t hèpp7n t–iexist i1çaum®rp(ol‹gical cõnØÛx-  ent ùhisÝdo¥sn’t¶dL any 



k@owledaº (oÕïZacts÷ Zo our uh¶úrskaéýing of the‰nature or f3nc–ion of¤aòa. <nfÛneither do¢6©iƒ2kîm¶enš on£whet
er Zr not ‚heqÓjectqyanalyzedxkH…everè
<rks$#º ÓrW, ip th‹t—for´alist Hritics olways ¨yˆasÇthe conÔpÜual egume½t in woßks of aî5.áxachl¹ why they#do’t¶oõenton tû cohcep—
Gal elHïebt in$orsžf�¾Ft i¡ precisÏltSÙe’au�e¼formgóist ar‰ is only a9t b• vi�tue íf i«Øes
mblaÒŽe to øarlGer worksäAfÃaˆt. ¹t’sa mindleOs art  Orz as LucQ Lipæard sÛ sþccin÷tlbcdÏscri{‡ ¾²ˆ‡s O¬ðtÝzñ’s pêintvgs:rŸhæs’re 
§isua® M)66ak.514 F‡rmalXs4cri6icsžandÁór8ists alSÝÌ do not †ueÉti™n¶t¯e nature of aÅtP but a�rI”haôê said eã�eNhere: BeiÍg 
anpaYtiet n©w mxans to question thvnatue of art. g_°ëe iç quÏstio-ˆDg »h8 nabu³eÖoœ©paintûŒg, on. J~nnot Óeëq*e›oniµ th¯ 
natgr{ oÆöar»ý Y¨¿an AÁtist À•jptsLpa¦vtOng (™r w‹upture) h« �s acept¶ng the tradJtioF that goes ñith×it. T„-l’s befausmátüeoword 
ert¬és{geã¯åa«aßd te %ord Œaojting'iáspeÇifiÙŸ ¼¶i–t§ngQ © kiI´©of amt2ƒ
êf yQu make¸azntingHryou”a†eYalready a‚-epting (notvŸE±st\/ni©g)Ôthè na¥ure %f a{u. On' is th0ø ac½epting thß*ntur of Çrt 
to(be«t©eároï¶an týaditio†–of aTpFin›ing-sulptuie [iÝhotoky.15AT™e strongest objecFµonsone caE r«…¡a˜<instÙa morËhological justi¦c…
tion for%tr†Ú÷Wional art is thatÌmhrIhŒlo—icalänÍtÊo†s of asõ úöbod4œan iipled � prio‘i›conceðtÊoÿ ar66’s/possibili
i¯K’ Aÿd such C a§pior? co„ó¼ptof the9nsóure¨of¾aIœ (as 4¬p±ateùfr'JsanFl—tic·ll) fr|me£Varàpr‰pãsition o¶Û“wor°ƒ” wh`choI wüll ª-
sÁuss lat}¯r makeÊ it  inœred TÕ3PiÛi: imposüible to ques–ion the ¬Õtuûe of art. nd tis UuestionžngÊof ¨he naSure ff rt\ÿd a 
¯eryi©portantÂ}onc/4t Un understaDin‡ theófunction oâ art  ¯
   ñ    And¹wHtúholds ðrye forêDuch!mp’s+„rk applKes aW w}ƒ-÷o mosNbÉf çQe„art£aftev hm.F¦| otÄe€ wþ'ds, t
Ùvalue o[�?±-is� – orGinÂv÷nce�– Çs i›• iea ñ1 theßre�lm ofíar 5 }ot tY¶ phDsi‚aÙ ¸r HÕC-al qS( iies ¯een²in a Éaecöfic pain{®nò 
or tTn´parÂicuZarizaiíˆ(Wf$cert*+xcí›=rs I‡ ÷66Žes� orætèeFe col:us?¹nd shåpesuare Ùhe artÜstlìnguage,” n‘ its 
mü™ning¨co�cepÿuaélM as art. TB loo! uponÃarLâb:st “wasteÄwork” nzw¾a¦ Cßt i¬ nonsensicÙl  conc'p–ally spe/king, as far as 
art is c;ncUrnldX (That Misual invoxma,iow tGat ²jµ Tnique inÂþub{smáÌ laœguage has now bePn îenerallÜ absoøÒed 
nd Þ.îþa lot<to doš¼thþtheãÑay÷ån�ch÷cG ¢ne Teaòs ‹tŠ pãinting “(ingùiscic(ll€..\[$.g.V
hatra ðu£isQ pa€@ti2g mea”t exÏerim’neallyÊand¦cÖtceptïaÐYy ˜o¿ Óa¤ŽGe†tñude St;…n, is beon® ÷urÏspTcu^Òti^ø be}auŒe�the 
sam_‚:int¦g theã“ueŒnt” sþme²hing �©fýerenÈdthan%it 7oËsˆnow.]) Û$eúênal
e‡1now òf anHorbg1naÿ CubzstAp¬iniS
 is –Ct unlik�: iá moÆg Ô¤®gektŽ, an origEnalUanusprip| by LÈ°dgBr‹n, or TZe pirit of St
 Louis 
s×it i#see©^inCthÝ–SmithÏonian gnsqitu$9oä ‘
(n~ee9u 8use+ms fiyl tsÓ=Reõ\ samT uÈction as the S$gøhson˜þn‰nsÈitu6[on – W0yCels� would ëhÔ#JeuÚde Paðme wi«g›of t·• 

oRvr exhibit CézSn“eãs andÄVaf ¤éghÜstpaett®s/§s pHoudlP Ås they �o the)ü pailtnuÕ?¾ œct„Ÿ
 worŽs oû ag
 zre ¢ittleoãor� tha± hiStori’al curiosiAieè. As ftr . art3is cü¡cerÍed Van Gogh’s Yain+iN¦| aDek’x wor£q ¥ny morŸ th÷~ his {al»öëe is.?
Theyfare ‚th “üÏllector’s _tms.”Þ7VArt ²™iJ{s” throgskinflue
HÖAg )ther art, �F Œy exsting a“ tãqÓphysical äesidue ofÎaÒ a[tist’s ÿdeaÂ The‘reasoŠÖthân diféeSent aœistµ from Whe pasttaKe 
Öbrou¦¡t ±l°es Õgain isËbecùuse ÷oe •spectû1fˆðheÅr wor«íbecomes @us‘ÿle” Ô livingáa¿tist(. Th=t¨Æere iÎAn‰ Ìtr0†h” aî ¶o
whaƒ artDis ÿeemÒ qite BnrZaliƒÓd  f
Whqt ýs the fuqòßiol o'art, oÞ tÕe ´aaure‚o™ aºt~ I”–we contiWue�óur"ÕIalogy cf cŠ=form¿ art îèÏež ùs|$eiM) 
art�sÞl5ngòþgŽ‘oneLcaØŽrea4iethen ’Ñat  ¾orkòoG artá�s a knd 1f pÙo-os‡t n pre1en×ed withip F¹eÒëonÊextÕ/f art ›s 66 c¨mmeWt 
Qn ar‚º WeIcan thenŠgB fuÌther ón¨ aÎa½yž±Øth types of “propositioëâ.” æ.íJ. ye’s evluatNSnæoÞòa0t’â distinctioH b_tw
en analytöc¸a6d¡
µn'h3ÙicËi• �s‚ulËto Ès here: “ ëprcposo¹ion isòanalútÎc|w™en itvaÌidity;dÝpendsmsokeâ.on ª¥eÏ²˜fi§“i¦n¤«of ]he symbo9·]it conta§n, 
abÁì‰�n†üetic(w¤en itû vaŠi¨ity isydÐtermin+d by th¡ fa®t’îof‰eCperiníe.”1J The aÊalogy I will attÅmpç tÉ mzke ½66þDní 
UetweeÇÀthZ ar6xÜonšœ‘on þsš the conditÕon ofÚthe analyticðp]oposi\ion  >níthaã they d¦ç’t Àpp¶z¥to be #elie able as aØthing;esô,  
or beUaboÌt anythinz (ot´r thanagt) the for²s of_
rt nosA lea(lEëfin6.lyžrefer©ble onˆy å¬ ar† h²ve bee5 orºs clYsest to anQBët%cal �ropo§žtions ï�
™ï×ks AŽÚ]rt ‹reÚý¥aJyt)c propoÒi5ioŽs That�¥s, ”f vieweÅ with]n their context XA aäý – the� provi˜� n% énf rm”%þon wý+ts%üveb 
boutka:y @attcr of 
¼ct. A wVrÌ of a©Ý is j ta«toloºy�in nh¿E it is a crese
ta�Ÿon9of the artûst’±9intntio=,Öthat is, hm is s`yNng ÊhÔ‘ hatwpprtic(
mrÀwTàk
cfÄØÛh¤ûñ•Nl^, chich mean
, nsa aefim06iƒ oX art. T…usÞÂthmt Ít is art isStžÓe a p{Pori (wÌic is wh9t Judd m66abs when÷ße st¨tes t}~ˆ “if someo:e c~Þls it ar_úýit’s 
\rtŽ)  
IndšeP, it isònˆarly¹im¤os„Ûbl» ÄŠ dâÚcuss·†rt in ,½neôal DÑms w hoà�ta±kiÏg in tauto<ogies – foo tµ-tøemOì tBâgrabpH Brp by†any 
ftheiW“haôdle„i« erely to›ocus n tŸothpŠyspecá or q7&lÔty >
 the pro®osi´iâ…, which is us-úllyb@)releûaŽtÀto the66rworpNs “art coêdition.”@On¼¡6egins!no âe«lizeºtga}Âart’õ “arXõcondition” is 
Ðcosceptuaã ¨tae. ThatµtMæ Xnngõag¨forls that the art‡ˆt fraæ¤‘ his ðro®ositioGs in are osteÙ©“‚ÿivate”ªod¡s o( languages is an 
iÃevitÏcZ outcom¤†o µrŽs¸fr+ndo‰ fom ÎorphØlSgfcal µÆnstrÎ¸tioøsh and^®CbfoQlow¾ fo÷¯this J7ètÙLne ˜as tû be fpÛiL&ar)witž 
conte¿porary art toapÅ9ecaùg¸Ot‹abÆßund¡rsÊ nd it. Likewise >ne und<r×Kand‹ w¢y¾t/€ “üaR inOthe street” is intLlerµ7t to 
§rtis¥iý rt‹nd a±w‰ys¨deman
L art òn a or¶ditional “Ìénguagl.+›(A†Y one Bndørstanû÷ w~y f˜ m”list art sells “likI ho caÒrs.!ì 'nl™ in paiÓtißgqand s¯uIp uÏeÁ('d the 
Èrtis's µll speakW’he same languageF sha¤ais calleç “Novelty’ýcW”‚bXdh¼ formlistq7iˆ®oåen toe0attþmptto Ùind new lý¯guagesm 
althè$öE a\nÃD lang�ag˜ doe'n’t neces<¹rily me9×…the fraJi´g of n¤w”àr6po~iÕio@s: e‡gÈsMmost k?ne{ic q|Ìêe'ecronic art  
A4oÏheO.ò�y Þf statFng9 in rlatiÆ to ar, what–AyerOÞssert$d a»outÉthe ýƒalyt¼c meth€d rºà¹he zo^text Ô¢¦„ang{cg ÒouÊÕ be 
tÒ+Àolsowingq T�nLvþ7idŸt¹ o` aŒtis2icÁpRÖposi�¿ons is æotÝd™peâden¹ o«any «mpÚ ical} much 
lesn°nyqaes'hætic‡p�esjp÷o;ktion about Vhe natÂre Ù;tÒins. For thÈ )rtÅ«t,™
s Rn a anystü is n£t Þrettl@ TDnc4rpeµ 
ith th± lfys“cal�ÀoopŽrtie# of thin¿ò. He is@concerged o†lywwi¬µ the wa '1) in (hich yrt"is ‘apa¾leDoV concep/ualFŒrowth 
andcþ2ˆ.howzCis±proµlsiÚioKs apeícpabÚe%1f¸…Ágºcally ìolloúinC+that grÐw-hW19O    ½  ·PÇre 
ExpressioniIm,çcoxQinuingŸwith°ky�rösœ‚¬¢ms, cou†d be½c6nsižeéRda suŽh8“A se·tence66whch íonsñsç
d âf dÁóonsfrati¦e 0ymfol�øwou
d ©ot³express ?genuŸne proposit+on.ÈIt Þou†dobÄ  mere£Œjîculaíio’. n nO Éay Éharach·r¤jþË£ tüat t# which itwas supposed tÔ 



ref×V.” Ýxp1‰sHonistqworks!67e usu Á y sucÔ “ejc¯laNion&”*pâe~ent(d in thÌ m²rph†ßogical language of traditio¢al art.¾If Polloch 
is;òporjat iì›{s bucaµÐe he pai~teB on loosežcanzas·:õ§ivontaå‰y toÖt�ž ›lo?  
>hatãksnÈt 9á#o¾tÔnt is tha³h± l(t½ p67zª-hOse dNippunds oker str¤tce¡s,a³qëÇunð Áhnm Qa:al–el to the wa,.a(‚ xtMer woÛds ¨hatzis i 
portênt4ðnzârp¸ÚK‡what oneCbrŸngO to iI, not o÷e’s ad¤Ÿio‰ of what w>s ”reveouÐl× exxsting›) WhaÖRis N Žn!la«s«iúp#štantSto 
aÀtVis Po¼ôoükˆs Što©s o “self-e#âresëiÑê” Åeau¿ûîthose kinds b> èu€jectÚve öe»µings arNus‡lesó¬to8an÷One otÁOr thaM those 
¦nvoÔvedšSit¬~Jim&pqr�ona{ly. AdZteir “sp�c)fic” quality¼putá;÷ùem outside P1•ãrtµ| context 1
ì“I do nŸÜ íaie ar,” RVch›rµ Serra sas, lI aé en«aged�<nCn actigitû;Èi� xomeo(e a tsy7o caïl67iö artaþtßat’s§ºi¯ 
bÛsVnes°,œb t¾itÇs n
t up to më àŠ decide ‚aat˜ThauÈs ll igured µut ateÖ.” ²erra,×thJn,'isNje/y €Ìch/awarÀ ðfu�he implicat¬ons of Èis work.}If Serrà isŽinMeed 
just “figuring out§w×ax ea@ ÊoeV”'(gravitationaçYy, äòºÔEu�¼<¤õ eÊc.)s wh~ sÊouldâany6†e thMŸk Bf ig=as art? IË;¾ebôoesn’t take 
tGe resåU…sžbility ofhit being art/who zan^µor¡sÁt
l|? }i<�work certaošyWapˆarsStn Œe empiricüþl7 ve‰ifi blem lFad 0a+¹do, —~d be uÞ£dnfor, mhnyE\hy|ical2actƒvithes‹hDn©tselfUthit 
does>!nything‚bït ÒšadŒus-intoìa diaßoguí aboutwtAäDvßuae,œf artÂFIn a çen¨ tÕe? Xee¤s“a‹prÀmitiÂe. Heph;s no idea Ãou% art. 
H@w i}fit tXÎn$th«t÷we knoAåa ´t Âhis a/tivÔty”™ ecausHùhe has(tPQd ‘sÔô¾ùÿs vr�ôbyhi% actÒods ašteën“hie ctÖvity” 
hasƒtakenplace. Thªt Ís, by the\fa6t khaò -e isìwifh several gal§eriÿÏT «utsã+8e phyhÚcal r¨jidueŽo8 Jis¼c¦ivð§ inXûuseuìÜ(an�¡s§|Ms 
0hem toça¤t collLct¦fs – Ñ« as We ha¬e ‹1nte,µUut, ’¿âlectors are irrsl{vañt ƒ:Lhe“clôdVtio¡ ofèa2t” où a•wo€kç  
£ha®'Pe ª*nieÂëšÀs áorý is art ¢Êt plÞˆs the urtist is moreßtµafAjus, O parad,x. Ø?¤rañsecretlH feels thj “Yr©,˜od” is rrÈved•aÅ 
em“irßc{llA. “îÓs, (ˆ A…er has ssat(dæ Theíeáa³e no ]bsolut]Vy cerÜax empi¦ical ¾rohoæii×¦s½It is Snlc Ý¾utolowie th˜ÑÃåücerpï{n  
EHpiFic›l¨quËYKiC6s 're ³ne an( áll £yÉo he?es, which m{y be onfime <r di)crµdited’:n ac xa×µsgn'V x„e˜Þence. A4 th¯ 
p?op¹sÙti-Ã inÉwi½Åm»e ýpcorlPu observationsÂŸhat vµ‰·fy theseÝhypotheJÏýæPretheæse•ves [yˆotŸe™ep w_œch are sbjecl tƒ the 
�•Åtof f§rt er>©ne experiønc*.¥Th;süther; is ní f‘n€l propositiinf22 Ié o…her wordsš úhÍ4;–oÚ¢sit×ons Ò*Äart dre noB ëàcF†hl, b:t  
Ìnguistic ¤¦6cha�acéer ›�t,at is, th d¤do¤\Žt dcs¼¾ébe the beàavior)of pUysicaó, orùeve� íentMlzobâejtg; tþBÖ Ÿxpress yefinitiºns of 
artè or tXe X…äm5û [ons©que1ces ofâefiÐ÷�ons˜of Îít. Ac�ordin4vy,n e cÙn say that ®r op‡raÍˆs ^n a�—žgŠY.Bto— wx ¼³al] see µhat tö+ 
chara`tyriÇtÏc ^rk¤¶f a Aurelž lãgE*a ônuirymi`Øthat it s convÒgned witht%e<f÷íaaš Con-çquencus oS]ourpŸ»FnitVžÏss(0f rt) an“³ot 
wimh-u‡¤tioús of e-pŒri\al fact—0 To -mpe"Ú,Qwhàt ¬rt h¢s inæcommon wií‚$
oÆrcran© mõth&maHics is that it is« tigÿolo™y; i.e.,>thÂ “art ide§”U‡o¥ “work”)¦ao %rt Sry èheîsme and ~«* b, °pYre
(JÍ1dQah vr@ ½i
hout goi=g vtside ¤e conøexêofkar-fÉr /âri<ic—tHon 3
On theY(therˆhan-,fjetÇus conside¸ ¦hY arŒ cnK¦t 
e èoñ hÅs di©dicultyÞPe ÌpÑ att[pts(t< b‡) vÀsyõtKeti1 ÄÈoóosit£oÓ.!Or, t$at iú to)say, whenÇtÈe tluth or fGôsi§y of its,asserRioÝ i¤ 
§Öri6iœ
€e on empirica§ Xr¾unË¤  
AyÈr st<ts: ü‡. . TÎe Nriweri£nïby which Üe’€eteÙmine+t.e öalÀdity Ff aY
aãpiorH or sVÌ�yÌÎcalÝproposi~ion ªsnoï slfficGeAt t¸ deter:inK Th¨´Lalidtywof“an eípiE¥cal orÜsyn·VAt‡cjpŽop¿sition‹ Fo9 it s 
cha1acte›istic ofRemÆiµic l prªpiRi÷ioÝ thatÒthõir vxªþvÝ½yÎis not #ugely formö_. To say–‰haäU geometrDca— prÕpÛsitio¶, 
orûa sFstem «f àešm÷trical prfp1ðiJi¡ãs,ú fa…sK, Šséto çaÖthat it i
 se^f'iontraW+ctTr].C>u) an eLpisi/alÄptooS§¶$o,õoÆb"£xyst©f v—piricalºpro%÷sitions,pCay be fr
e fromûÌontradi¶tion an sk¯ll{bS Ölseö I· is²si– to be 7al;eº not Å“c¶use t i ‡ormallÖ deleótive, àut Òeca¦seCit ñailsØ“o 
×atiÎ’yDsome)mht+©i° crit\iín.21 T×e#Nnreaüit= o »reaõóstic” art ós duz (o its AaminfasÄa,–Ñr propo�tÖœnUincsynthˆtic ˆermm: oneZi4 
alçays temvªe} toòverWf¿þ ¼he píÐpo6ition+eepwrÏally.hReali<m|s³synt¸$tjÁØstate does&nî‰ br–ng one¤to a ôÀ'cuxar='ing bëËk i©$o 
ä üTlogŒe w\th telarg›r fraˆ¹w¦r( of q¤est ons aöoÎ the nÞture ¿fäart (a o;F <heqqor˜Iof PaleKch, Mond-iaO ™ol8oTR, R«inhardt, 
ZarþyÞRauach“tbNrê, JJ4ns†"LichteÞtÇin, WaAh>ln—0qd�e,AJu:‹n FýÉ“iÑe eWæt , Mor÷is, aêd otñers), but ratjery oíe is"flg´g outÞof 
arÏd%'ÝorbÚ”Ginto tÍË“©`fiûite sØaLe” of [h¨hwman ¤on¦éton  ˜
     H  Øhat Xne ¹inds all t¼rogh³ut the wriýin·s of Ad ,úi†G¿rdt 
s this very sqmil<rNtmes¼s%o 
rtÛasƒartR”ÎRnd-tÉaÑqÁart6iÐ alwa´. deåd, ÈndðÀ ‡Qving’¹Òt is a deceptiªn2ï RwBnhardt¹haZ avryEclaæ ideaeibout Phe n°[ure ofÄ
rtõ and his
mpotance is £
B fomqrecog>z5d ß
BecaseÒfors A« art that av02’ c`siÀ—re® …ynth«tic pr3poi:iØn¿ are !erifiablO b´ the world,5t-¸] is tosåay, ko undeqstand th„se-propositi—
ns½8ne must leave Ãh tautoæogiwal-ik¸ÒfrtmHwork o9 Ært andêconaider “ o0tsidï” information.¤Bu»-Ú coÑsidet i× a¥ aÖt qt i— n-
ceäsary toianor²mÕhis same utsie {0fo¸maK=I because o;tsie inf‡rmation (:xpdrTÀn³i´q}q¨Â§r®es,îtoÅnoŸeü has iªs Âwn intrinsÐc 
wñrYhë 2ndöto comprÄÍønd åh\s wo5thbone doe ¨o¯ need a stÜeâof “art¶coniitio».” Fr‘ 9hisóiøÁi eUsÐ¡‚ì rali' 
hat atd. viabô¤itÄ is �otconnectd²to
the preseGtaVo ofÜvisual (or oåheœ) kinds of Px¦erie“ce. TŽat V anzma I3€v¢ beeÇ one J
aud „§ect€aneouT Æu-ƒÁionaÕin `he preced E/qGent€âiˆz is /ot un[ikely. AfT>� all,m•n ineven¨the~ineve‰nth Äentur’ liŒed “n a éãirly 
tanþL3’^z;÷ ºsu0en¦ironm¥ntz T‰ˆt is, \t ws írdinaúily prÊÜiÙt”bl
ó�� to ‹hæt hewou¸d be àoming 2nBo éoè„a ¹ wäth  aàåaf“er5ú™&. Hi@ visÅ2l eËviroÝment in t-I pArt of the1ÎorldÊinZwhich h live67 
²ñs fúi˜ly±cons¥st=nt. In ouž tim[ weöhave  nÌÏVp·<ientiaÍly rasticÿllj rîA¤er ez´ronmtn˜¥ One ca67 fl³ ×l` oÌõ ShU˜eaüh in µ &ptter of 
âœuusa$d67day t n"t months. W ÞavgÞShe cinÊÊa, µnd ¿æOor tlevUsiÑn, as×wel asÒthe ¡DnÁmde spectacpe ÿfqthe l0ht$²o9 
Las VeëaÉ '2 the s1yscraßerÝ ~ Nµw±York Ci°*TLeÔhX|e”worwd i =th[efto ¤e ÔÀ~L and úhÓ whol"´world caE watc– ×�- w}lk on “ûe 
+8on†årom”Hheir ÄÝvi#g ro‡ms.ÑCe©taä¤y ÿ t,or objects(of painti1g6and sculpture ca>not÷be¤eGpeced$tð¢c^mpete eHpeien3iall] w¸t 
this&ÜBÓeÆn¯tôo+ ífõ“u]Û” is rlÄvant toÂrtÎan2 its “angua~e.” áeßÄly}ehe
boxÕor cu1eòf¾r
 has ben@ðedOa!great deal wWt0in hxÏ1con"»Œtêo< a�t. QTake fér ¯nstancþ its Êse bs Judd, MorrH, LeWi(U,ïðnaden, 
m-hhþgBeŽ¦,andMCracken¬f n^Ü even meO”iüinV.th‚ quantêty of b¯eþ Dad cuses h-t4cÑme üŠter.) The B)föeÀHncm×tweµ• 
a‡˜ täe vario! 'seáÕ3f—th„häœ‡ or cuÈÖ®fq�m iš §irbctöy…r_lated to theŠ67Zf"erences ;n the in‹entionsñof th‡ atists.™Fòr,jeÝ aC™i 
pørticulakly“seen ¥n Judd’s workGªthe :se of&the box or cube—fÙrmWill1stÑates verÍ,well SÎñ%eDrlieF la£@.t¤at an o·e¬t Ý onxŽ 
artÏwhe´ pla?ed in tLe context°ofQaAt  
A 7;wyexample‰ âi¤l p)int »Þis &u3.hOe Óould NyÉt«a\ iÁ Wne†o¥águ)d’s box fors was v4en fill“ddith deûrÄs¤ seen flacedA¿¨ 
a‡inÔust
ial sTttinZ,or {ven m



el|¨seen s³ttin
on a w¬|ÕRŽsornºrf it wfuÎd notøye"id-nêúfiÐdšwithLSt. It vþllowsóthenïtñ|t unde=stnŒÊng¯an� c‘nsVñera~iTÊ ï° {t3s ÕE artwo˜Z 
;¹anecessË7y apriori to vieÒing ýt %n odeQùtoh“see”àiz as’ì woËk ef
- t. AµvanÑe infor<ation aboutmthe cÌncept ofÛart Vnd vÞout an artist’Á co:epts4i 4necessary Tˆ the *pprc
aZÉonFa{d Ûnde›stÈnd÷n oè$con†emrorary a´t. Ány'a‘dPall Èf —he p“ysicaCÅatt|FÞute› (qoalKtqe¾) of coŸtem¤§rar` åorÔs, if c 
nsiderå´ separatêÌrKa@d/oé npec/€i)a¦5y, Çre irreýÄälnt to
te ÝrL concep£. h6�aWtõconÛeptJ4%s‚JddXsaid, zhough ¥v diªn’t mÊan7it this way) must né‘consider›�it its whˆle´ 
To cþÓsider0Ø h&ncept9s¤p‡rts ,³(invariably»tW oIW Óer a¢pecRs thatÒÙO9 ir+elpvant togUtsµarý ÎoÛdi�i n – Ir lEe rakingÓp
rts o
 a definition¢ 
ðIt £omes€as ¡o Ü?"¢èi½e tha the Ür¡�withµthÝ lFast`4ited `Zrphol�gy Ôs t“ xam:lßRfrom hich we decipherÞthe na�ur� of tö$ 
Ûe(eral·ter:#“a
0.”zF#r Áê»ŸG therˆ is a càøtÔttÌexisiná�sepÐ)aÊel  o its moœpµolo`( Zndüc[n6¬²tïng of išs f*nctDonon>µisŽmBre ¦Žk³yÝ t fiQd 
ResþltL�§…s coZfo¿mYg+an‹ pÞedictÄbÄe.§
t=iD7Æ¸ modeEn68art’s p¹ssesion of  “/nguage” zØthat³eshort†st !istor ôhat „he plausibility of Ü‹e ab›ndonment of Åþ 
Hanguage” bÁcoÇes mUst Âosribèe. It ¢Å ïÓderqt©nµable then thtt th art tha cam6´out oÕ We'ternàpê)ntin' anP†scuptur½ isªtGe°Ýost 
enïgetic, ¾ueätioning(oú its nature), and Ó*evl4as  assumÈng oBall t%e ºeWerLl 1rt”cocerÜsï In th9 âiUal ~nalÂsis, hÁ§ever,%±l: of the 
a¤tsIve buêFnÄ?iÃ
gß£s.ðiw’  Êerîs) a 0¢mi!y” òesembºaz/e  
Oe ©`h¤ vriogò›qualiƒiesÞrÌlatall to aÍ àart condi¶ioYºpo7sesæed by p}evyó the novelÝ the0CineÂ~Î XðÈtuã
tre, and Ðari.us ÷ÈZs of þusiï, et.Bis t[ítTaspuítgfLthem m¨}t ‚eliÛble’to  Þe fuñcÊionoofÛart ½s¶ç(serted éere  
5Is npt the declibe oiÐÎoštSyÝ‚elþtaAle to the‚mpjzedmetahrNi•#fom pJetry’ use of “c·mTn” languane_ah an£arN äangÆag?24 In Lew 
York ”he lSs• ^ecaëenå stages of poetry caq be seen rn the<”oçe by{“Conc³ete”poetÏ recent¿ytoíard™Lhe Àse of aczÓãl objemtO and 
theatŽe2568CanÏit|be that they feelßth‘  çreality of theGN t f¦rm?\   í   Còe seí nÛÌ t©atthe$axioms ofa geím‡try vrF1imp7y 
éfinitions,âandËthat the·thõorems -f8aùgeomet»y ar%6simply the log8calconseqÁenceXvµ thesS nef¿nition@º A eo{etry isHot fn 
itýelf ÿboýtQp68ysi:algsq¶<e; iQ ´ts lfž«t cannot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anyth]ng. Butcwe cU° use a weometry äo rsšsiÑ·about 
pÓÛ6iQal s®aceÔ Th‘tP»s fo²say, once we avÜº-iSn the xio"sõLÇphysi|ºl interpret
tionz we canþvroceed 68o aøplç the tÛ¥or]ms
‹÷øtÈÎ ˆbj#c¢s$Mhih satisfÍ Â
e �xiêms. Whut
er ³ geometry‡c‰nßbè Ççp1ied tobthe c¼ua� pœysicaltÀo¹ld ”€ Yot" is n 1xpÙ…Ò£al quòsÍi¸{which falls outsid' ¬Le scope ofAgeûmºtry  
itselfz Áh6rg Âñ n‰ sens-, therŸfore, i Ék)n†º�*�chEof©the–variout geo>|triesØknÓn to us •reFfals: and whi¤h2are trà›. S¤sžüa- a² they 
[reæall{freH from c#ntrdictio.ä’theyTareðall true.à=h/ prÌpoi"iƒn whVch st©tes thaM a×cÅrt¬in a!p[icÔtÃoÖõo¦ a geomJu�y ªà 
posib[ehisRnot itgelaòa ÂnŠpçýitvn}of th¦t+geoÆe½ry. All *hat thñ geomtryƒiisefºthlls us is that il°aîyzhi
% can �e ürnuÈht '¢derÊt
e d¦finineŠns,itÔwil› a²˜\†La£isfy &he th9ÜÐemÂ.ìIt ¡s tÝešefore‚R pureµò log©Nw ]y™em, anW :ts prÖpo²stioÕþ ÈNe¢Aure!
yšnal¼tiâ ÇúopÊi™ivns.#_Aý ´. ygr26 HcrŠèhHn I propose 4estÇ øhe õ½a«
lity ofÐart. [n aÊà:g¹ßÌysn tradÐtionL� á¯6·osR©hØ lsfunrÚalýecEseŽoÌ£Øts assumJtons,tartSs ûRiñty î¢ ex\st will de.?ndúnñt $nl^  % 
it@Ún/ùwpeÙq
rmNng Ê–�rvice1– aÊ enertai±ÿán_, visÿCL (Žr ¾theC):kxà“rUencÓ, or deroraõêon – w�ic³ is„som�thing easœl7 Ìepaced by -its#h 
uÞt—re, Bnd te^hnology,fbŠÂ, r4her, itJxiSl/âemaiÇ #Ýabl0ÜÂy not Mssumçgµa ùhilosop™‚ca stance  for in r¹’s”²•IquM charaÞˆer is the 
capacity to remwU%¹aloof frùm ¥hil!sodhicïl uÀ\ments}“It is ¡n thiW ¤onŒªxtòhh(m Wrt shareÛ sii-a(FiesíJith loëiî, m:thematács, =nd, 
asúwellP~scie=fe.ÒBu! whe°eÂs tht otCer edeS—§rs a8eÈu¤á“ìŒ,å¡rt is not. AYt ind4eO exisÐs for is o9n Úake† 
ãIn -hi• period of_oõn, after 
h lâs~h7 fnd r÷ligio”,¨a$tFmay Îdssibly beío+ eMd”¨vor )ha± fulfžllœ íhatïanother aDe might ÿve "alledÔ“mTn’s s$iµÆáal ne˜ÚñK”¶Or, 
ayì•ÙCr iay .f"putting W… might be tÃatGar deals analogouDyxeiðh³th¢st¥te68on thPngs �beyoÚd ph§s�cs¼ wher§ philosoÇkÒ hœd t$ 
maÊe ass¤rðion
. ènd}-Ht’s str&ng,LÁis tIat eve…ãtµe pre(e:ing Nen¼ence is ov assertïmn/ nç cÁ~nàt be v…rifi d by art� 
Art’sjoily cladm3U
 for art¯:AWt iò thu«ef¼nª/iknŽof»artP 
æ   8   ”O-ESVU
NReprin=Èdj68rom2Studªo)4�t$‹µatdôn«lÔ(OctŠ®er* L969) 
Ó MortonãWhDtŠ,§@he Age of AnalysÌs (Newä:~r0: M„nšor Boo‹s), p. 14 �#
2Ibid., ü. 15  A
3 Ižmean•Ð£ tšÊs E�isteä‡ialism ë£Å¸PheÓo˜<nlogy. ;ven(MežlŒau-öÿ°ty, wiBh?h¡V midd¦e-of-the-r1ýÊgpo<átion -e�ween 
empürixusD Ønd ratToæaiû8} cünnHt ÁxVrec™¨hiS pØilo§oph�Ü¼thout the—useòof words (thrs usiÏ [KÕceàs); nd·fYllowìng Fhis, how 
ca! one discEssUxUeröenYœ 4i“ out¶sha?p ßistnc
ioâsx–etweeØ ´u%s–oves a¢d «he wþptd? 4 N§rõhamesjJ¿an, Physisßa~¼²hilosophy (A8ÐûArbor, Z_h[Ò Uqýv¤rs8ty of 
MichigånSPress), pg17  
5 IbiH;, @. 1+0 
6 IÙid.,�p. 19(  
i ohe task such philo€oËh‘Ðhaw tìken uÏ¥¶its8lfNis the anÄy_“functHon” ió‘øuàd p˜rP,ry wiÉhou2 ma,ing phi’$s^pkiëŸ§ss¦ö©ion= �
8 Th0R is íe}lt!i
h ?n te¨ following sectio2 ü
( I wuld �Rke‚µodÃak¤ it cleÙr,Ïhowever, úhaTI intend>toÌsueak forÉÅoGone ÔlsÀñ÷I BrrivedÅa…›tpesü!coclusi:ns lon,Randnändóeà, 
itis ®-om thés °¿nkiY ,/t†4y aÿ since 19d6üæf«not mefore) ev"l5eè. O"ly rement;y di
 Ir-alize afÀtrÑmeeÐing Terrw A=Œinson that hê and Michþ¿l B
ld"i§ sGèoe sDmilarŒùhugh c<Âtainyœnot idànt cal, oinšon{ toD±ine  
1÷ W˜b_ìerÅs NewBDærl ”icti|n
ry \½ t¾Ç XmÅrica‰ LaÄg¾age  
1í •—esconceptual le/Xm of th• wo§k oØ KÑnn¹^huNolŠþ¯ù Jtles Oitsk, MoœrYs L®uis,IÚon ì‚viˆ, ¬nt%oné³C›,î,–JoÉn 
Hoyxnd,âDanóÀªfiseÒsenÄ ete×ê, is so dis´´llÖ `ow, t(at aGy th-t is tvûe is supplØed bÚ the c„ìt˜cs pr‘moting it. T£is ›s seen’lëµr  



1– Mich Xl$Fied(s reaso·c for us ‹g îreenbµ%gCs)ratio…®leàue¦lect his#b¤Ógrou[+ dand mostçof ð±e o6he© -omalist criti{s) as a 
¦0chola±Û”Èbutxmore of it¸šsÄd#ˆ toõhis deT rez IŸsuspecnf to bring his sc1ola9l\ U©x ie/ Òn?¶tÈ9Pmoder§ wzred.ýO–«gcan
%eèsily sympat®ize mi€hxßis0desire ”o
conô½ct, ;ayk Tieîª‹o5Li;h Ju¸eo F’i<sƒi. Åne6shou˜d êever f7r¨ît, h±weUer, th›Y%a hYs1oÂiaÆ loves hiµªÃ¤y ³ore th0n anythiÐ ¯ eìeÂ—
a=t  
¡3 Lu
y Lippard useC th–s qSÌ¦ation iê a «PJtoIte yo Ad R²inharst’s r9t3oˆpŽ¼Ï"veµc—ta<o•ue, Janua�y, '967
 p.åñ8  v
14 L§[y �ippa5„, “69onste—lÌtián'by Hars) D._light: Tçe WêiŸý=ø°An:ual,” &XdsoG Rvew, Vol. æ  No¬‹) ‘Sp ng,�§ê28) |
n5|Arthur RñoØe, ùFour¥IÐterÝeww,” Arts MÀa�Eme&çebá`ary,×1969)  Û!16 ¨:mTerry Atâ�son
Ïointed outAj“ hiý ‡Ntrod²ction :•{rt-”anguage (Vol.•1, oc1),e$he CuÞŠs²»Xnever qu)st‘onedÑim–art had Úor±hoš°giíalœcharactŸri!ticž,
¡but5›�i–“ ones iŸ p1iïtin�wÍre accep„;/kL æ
ñ17 When someoneç“b]ú�  a 7avin�he isnÇt ï�yi(g a light sho"Ÿ@f¤) ‡f¨he  as ‰eµcoulVŒustgo tÆwaËhardùa€ŸsÜre a¯d xet the 
¡oodsTfoR consid»rXb�+ Sesp. HÆ isÒ’à BbY:ång” ånythông.H{ iÔ…sDb`idizinÑ Flai;n’s “ctivit7 as ‰n 69rtx§t  
Jã8A. 
« %ßer, Language% „r/th,-azd Logi4 (Nw rk:ÑDovŸr Publi1atÏons)C p. 78  
ß9à›bië.· p. í7  
2 I–id.õ p. çE� zÔ1 IbiŠ., 1.90  
Mù I½i., p; 94  
V2ž AÆiRe§nhlrWt×s re#?ospe§tiv… c&ta²gueÛ(JewishðÐseu²§ JaDuJšÀ, d967ó writven Òy Lucy Ldppa‡dÍ p. 1kÝÏ
Ì2Ë ¨tUieŽpoet¦y’s usn4of com±]nNlang¨:oe ão ‰tt¨m'tÑºo’H¤y the unVayable ïhµ‘Eis problÊmˆGic, not÷Ky ®nåer“nt×probleÏ€i¹¼husT of 
l¦nTuÖge wi}rÄn the cÉnt¶xtöo¨¼artÜÒ2è Ironiàally, ÐaØy of ûh
‹ícall ™h¯mselves “¬“nceWtuÐ€ Pwdts.& Much=of th×‘€worŠúisgve�WTIimÝìar t§ÊWÓlµeó“de Maria’s Èoœk a] t“isóis n
tñcoincid#nta§; de‰MariF’s w”rk]functions as 69Íkind of “objec>” àûetr¢S and hV7in¬ee®i÷s9are veryýpoetic…
Ôh\*reaû6ySºantshiè@work to þ¶¼n‡ecmen’snl*ve@  ï
26 Op. ciˆ., ž. j2  
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  AïT FTðd
PH1LOSO·HBÿd1ò69)ƒ Josßh Ìksut`  PartG1Ä 
 The factzhat it Øa\ recentl˜ becomLµµasriúnab<e forž4·yFiÙis2s Èhemselves fo beŒsymZD¼hejicÿtQwar’ÀrelÃgion¬§
. .©mark½†thmˆ5hysó%š�[®’|own lkcÛ-9n confideèceøx&cUhe valiVi.  f òheir h-Äot©eseê, w“ich is a'reLction on thi' parœ€òrô‚ÔhH 
antire¯ig¼ous dogmatism of Â4niteenth-cenuêy soienºiÙ—2, a˜³ a—Íat ral ou1om« ož thÍ criÜ°A throug§óhich physic!‰has juÁt pÄAa,>. –
A. J. Ay£r. . . .¾oFce one hasöunderut.od 8he Trctatu` à\eŒe $ill ·ânoãt…mptatpcn i concerë Æneself anyÄ)¿í with •ilÄño/{,î‹hš„U 
isxne+ther empiri³al?like sciÎnc¾ nr ¹a_toloæical like mµhepatic#; oH´wÆll, like W|ttcens§ein mH ¯1ô ÷baÀdo p#loO¹Ìhƒ, whi{h, as-
tþv/ntionaly understo[d, is r[òed in¦conu1io.  
–J. OŒ årÞ%)n› 
TrÎditƒoÈa~ phlo
“7hË, almos^ Ey defÖ
itÀønNZhasíQo)c:rÀ-d Útself °ith ^h] u¬sûlð.The nea‘lÖ ‘öclusie !ocus
oîð)he sa(d by –w´ÜûTeÅE-{enÃ*ry4¾ÖalytiËÜl lÒnguisticBp‚iloÍophers¼is tÏe sharSf ûonteïtion tT.tEtheUu0aid is unsaid ¤eÁaMse it  
isSu¯-aXbO¿. regelia¼É hilo&ophyš#<FeEsen+e!ùn thŒ n
ŸteeÊth æew#&rò anîmst›have b‹en ¥ooÓ]ing to a
ce�ªurW th t w°s baÌely Ö¹ttðn¼ .ver umh, the Enlight³nFent, and KCnE.1øeÂl¶s philosophy¹wasýalso ca¢blù of givûngµcov§r for 
aœdöf³*sÉ6ofkœeligiius belieÉ', spplyinG a^ \ltc»nŒªä¤e to Newt¸ni.¶ àc§aéiÂs, and‹fiting inwB³ t2µ¡gµo:th of/hiwtory ¤s a Visciplšne, 
as½w}lþ as ac^eÏtin DarwiniŸn bi}¨oÇy.2 óe a•pÖabe=óto giXe an‘ac¹eï°a¢še resI˜ution to t?econþl:ctbÿtwee¤Šth‹ofogyand science, 
asÄwell I
øÀhe reÖut¤of He¦eBHÓ influe9ce ³as been tQòt_àUÉPü
t majorèt´ ofQcQîtmpora3« ph$loop>ers [re really�li¸tle ˜oreýthanêhžstorians 'f pilos)’py,hLebrarians Ç·the Tru65,K+o T spea§. 
On“�b¾ginx to et the¯impreôxô‘nathaŒ ¢ere W_sÞnoæ?
ng more to b` sa,(”And c`rtainly if one reil·zes eò˜iöôlLc|¤ions f W�}ØãsÊin’s 7hink}ug,vaPîx¬šethinkiT* ”ntluÈFcedË•y%himáð¶d fôr hifE 
“C<;tinent•l”&pZio5opry neeu nÀö ée†ióusly be co�iAerRdÜSere.ù I
 thÛre a re—son fvr th& “"n¬ealityÁ ¯f /‚i�÷ophy in^our )ú—b? ü†×haSs Õñis can be ans¿ered LêiZaok·ng;into tX FiffRr$nceubýt¼een ošr 
†i¼e9a~d ohe He»turies§pÞeäÉd”ng¢usù{IÚ túe [a” man’  c)[cluÐio …bíut the;worÃd wkre bfseú on þhe÷vnTorß°ion Þe¶haXêabèuªt – ifŽ 
ô^ specifgcally 
i:× vh5 emprecisÈï  ÀOn gFneraKly lœketh— rtion…TiàäbØ Ofte[ iâ fact, hà[lg.enes be±we4( s�ienc@ and ðilowp<y ^adw?o gÁe~t 
t0a� scie.ÄstÏ and philYs@pher¢wŸe 3nšand t»e same crsFn.(In fat, from tHe6timƒ¥ oScT¶ales, ¹ic×ru‹i Héraclitus, and AristotDe to 
Des9artes and Leµï�i.z,$“the grÊa§ =aæes in  hiTÅsoph’ weee oft[n gre&t¬nameO $n s�iance as well{”| Th'tðtÏe Ñl¸ ¬Â peõceived 
byÁwent£Ðth-centâr69ºÎc?nM©e§is a vËtlëŒdifÄeýent one tå> phe o�m of ¯tj preÍedingÒc£nt¤rl  noÅx ôot be provtd há¨e. »s it 
posshEleN tµen, that iÔ#¶•fectma¦ has learn-dú\o ãuc"r nd hDs ÂJntelli™ence” iU su–h, «hat aeøÄannotºbOlievÐ7the reasonæng o4 
tradºtinA ‹philo opõy?×ThaÞ perha“ï he k²owsUtaoúmuüf a‹ou$d!äe½‰o}l  §ÅÒmake0ãhse k›ndsdof oc"usionsL As ‘½ 
JampÈFJYans Ó=s�étaMei¬<u ‡ . Wpn¡p§§Ð‹sphy h�s avail8d i¢|clf ofthe resœlt]zofNsc‘nQ¤, t hasAnft Ëeenáb3NjorèwAng tôe abstôct 
µaœhematcal des¼ÜiptConkµfhtha Úar×ern oZ events,butÑy bgrrowrn4 8he then cu�renÍ piõtor %l desîÐiption,¡f th<sÝpattern; ¹œus iÎ 
ha¹ n¡` apprL?riated certažn k_owledgŸ 
ut +on[ectures 
T9¼ìeco¦ject_res weºe oftõ° Lo`S enouÍh¹· ªYe ma -Kizeü wordw’ru‹'Áot, as we™nÏw knowÌ¥for;those �átÄ§t` ‘r¢cessescof øazZre 
which co
/ro§ t¡¢ $a£penings 
¶ heƒmÎn-sÄzed Co^Ld,‡and®brinhÁus Xea»äCt t the tráeZna/ureoN re li˜y�5  ¥e contiues� ONe c�ns~quen¡e ofÌ="K is 
thatÊèh[ suaûdarU¹pWilosophic°j disc?ss¸on¥ or m¸ny¾„roblems, suc‹Òs hosc oí ÛausaliÑì and free äiÅlJþroÿïmater



alisLrr mentalis, re ‚ased o…‚aOFintêrpreîat¤on ` ¥sÓ |Atÿern o events]hich is¼¤o lóngeu`t=n<bl·¨ ^he scÞ=çtificF©ðsi/ öffthe§¼ÁolderÓ!
Ùscus7i¶ïehasrbHen
wUghed
aØay, and withtheirØdšsÓp(earañÉe hJve …one a,¯—Lh¡ argÇ„ents ... 6 =We t%eætie’h c²Jt
ry b*9Çt in ½ tLƒB«tPTt couí-µbef€alled “the eTd¡ofóphil[sWphy`axd Þhe beg+ln7n�  f Grv £
# I±ao öo ØÌan thañ, ÒÙ course,ä%t�ictlycspeaÉ’„, bu3 ´at¸er añ®thà ¡ße\>Ýnc~”Æxf theÉs×tatin. {erÜa7nŸy l«„gxistic [hiþosoph can 
SG `"n_idef7d the hÌij ÞoSempi%70£im, uut iÜ’à.a p�ilsophy “n on" <eVr.7ƒAnd t¨ere ðs �ercainlyÑan “arj hend5tion” êÙ ‡rt p¬eltdi¶g 
DUch mp,9but �¡s otžerHfun˜«áonóoØ reasons-to-be a=eˆso:p]onzunced týatŒt¡%abi®ity äo 
¸B§tioL c2ær–yo-s act Uimits t  ŽžÍ c+ndi¶®‘n^soödraóticalíÛ Úqaw A�2s on`9ámi0iall® a×t…8 þnfn  mecƒaõasíic s+…s§ is th¶e a 
connection betwe[n pbqÿo_ophy s “hôd©ng”±aäd arÏµòõ“óåŠd¥n¨ng,” but w don’tî‹nw thiÈ-#ccŸrencá entirÑlyÇc-incid.nWül.þThough 
tñóÞsÌme Úeï‰oes 70ay be reêponsibûç orýbot= occuyreuces, th>ôÙØnneZ±io” is m‰de¨by me. I bringt§s al upòto analµze 
artusÒfunctÜ“n and suØsequenty itsµvi§biLit¶Ë An¯ I doÆso\toEenable¨others o uŽre�sQand-t<e ryasÄninÔÖof¨rø– and, by 
ÂxtIhion,Co]er artists’ – arùD ] oell¢to provid� a clƒ]er unŠerstand³Ng‘of he  er Cøn]e_]uÏl artë€– 
7
GH\fjNýT?ON ™F ART 
ƒ_\Tð~ main!qa1 u¸catŽonF\to tˆe XÌser posi iQn ofâpaiÓtimg isA¯€• a©van‹Øs in Žrt arI cerÉ2Înly(Üo* al\añsÎµdrÐal nes.õ–
Do•ald„@ùdd (1Ÿ63) 1‰
Half:lr mKre“ofŸt…eˆbest nõ wmrk in th� lás.£feO years‡hYîòb¯en—ne@U|er pai+inŒÿno sÆulptureÐW–Dinald Judd (1965)  
Everô:hing Äculptþre áýs, m:¢work doesn’=
 
–Dona¹d¾Judd2(197·  
Th¸
idea becomÕs a mÆci¹e that mãkes the a~l1 –SGlw"Witt‰(1965)ÂThe one·ting tª sdy about#A~tüis that ¾t is †neU£hingÉ Art is at-
as‡art1and evGryzing elÍù is ïíerythingŒelse.ôAr®Las ³rtŽis nohing $³t artË§
?A-t¨is notÂwh t is no ar=.ô–A: Æ¶inFardtû(396d) Ü
˜? weaniŠÄ is Ñhe us
†<Wit<gens¬ein  šäá mo)e func7‡onal•app§oach �oDthe ‘tudy of co•depts has $enQeÜ toXrep+a™e Üehmut‰od f iRtrjspeVtio£. 
Instea? of aÒtemptingxtO gra0Á 4r desriÚ concep�qÐbarD, soÊto speak the lsycuo�ÎBis£ inv¶sç©ga$bs tde£wi6 in 
{ich Å‡eË©funtioW as*in4rudòÚntsÞin öeliefx a(d Ön Þ“ùÞ™nt¹  
70–ÏrÏin™ M¶ Copi  
Meaœ*)ÓX!a‚wÃys a W¨e„plos�tiÔ‹3ôf functlon� ^
–T†ûSeËeqÉtedÅ  
“ s � tøe subÎ¬Ut mata ‚f CI^cept[Þleinv[sSigaFion} is EhïŠmea‚ingZf ùer‡a›n worés d exp§U¥sionsU– a´ ˆŸ} tŸ¹ th.gs an s®tP ofºaùfa�r 
thñm}ælvesIabouý whichíwe talk,whea usingè†hsY w:™þµ—a9d e–pr(s o]s ÍK
GG.l. VynÚX-g9 \
ThiÙkiòg¥ia ra%ically metap2:riÇmKLG:kag™ byèanaÎogy is iÙ2 onstit enÖ L70w or p.in�iple, its c„usal Qexus,�si³c¦ meanÙnúÉÈly
ariseZ thrªÉgh �he—au³al cotexts qy wh·ch af¸~gn!smanXIÛfor (tkõs Ihe pla#e of an�insYaúcM ofaûso
t. T¾¹tÉvnk f BñthinB isÎ²oÂÔa™åŸt a@  á a T
rt (;s k such anGÝVuch)82n"„thae Öas° bïinds Kn (o¨enl" ‚` mndi7guiseó hhe an(lgy, ühc4öaraCNel,Ät\eómetap.or  c Ù‹¨pple or grÌuny or 
gras] or *r.w²9y wIich l–þv Hhe miŒn ™aPƒò -Gld. It@tèkes)no Óold iì t|úreÕij ‹orhing f»µit to h
u from, f¶! i+s thOnuingtis lheÊhaul, "he atØaction of l„ke¼  
]:I. ¦. =ic}Ÿrds  
ÂIË t»is ™”ätðon (…w™ll dos[70ss the teµaaat¢70n etwe(Öest¼Ðui– a·d krïN ~onsideä‡²r1efly fo4õali¼t 5rt (be¾aasp „î il Ç &eOdiGg 
wrop|ÿe"tPofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art)| and asÿÙ/FïtÈa+ art 6 ½…aÜog-usštõ øn?#nlytic proíoôiti©z, an. t%aÎ itæis art’s`ex÷àtence 
aÉ a tauto~o¬ë that¥en”bTes �rt tš Ñman�aloof” ”ro p¿lævopqiÅal Ürð&Úmp*in,70{
@ _Ó  I—It is necssary tošžpšrate‘ašsÑhàt)c:ìMrom art bec®ue²æ?s”heics Áeaµs /ßh Gpên™onu dn†íO§ception of Oe world ingeneral¹ 
Cn‡the ¿ast n> op 3,Àõ|)o+×BoÑgs‹of—ârt’s functioG w›w üt: valuÁ as 
efµraÂi“n. Âu any‚³ra�“RQof !hilo—áphÃ tha� dealtwxthý“bea“tô” and thus
tast¤, w�s ineviTËbly ûuùy boun4 þ+ dis7usÖ arU0a$wel
  
Out ‹f thjs “hæbï”[gre the notionDtaN}t<ereâwasPa concîpíÏhlZcon70ectibn beÌw3¼n &riÔaã aµsthÎtÌcs, whic0–is ¥o trueÒÖ#i, i´ea ne†år 
dŠÁ¦icalºy°coöSicteC wth ørtisticAc‡nsideratio‘s :ef§re*5e*e^tvtÉme, oo” ánl fec¨use thµ morpŒolgical chaÔuøÎeristà…s ofÅvÉÌ 
peretuatd¾€�he con[inuitô Óf thiÌ errÎr, but aªwe>l,70û,cùse]t:e¯a£pa¥Úxt otyer.“f[ncti±ns” o_ artþ(2epictio� ofÂreléVio6sÔthrfes, 
eorthaitÚ»e oW a isco7·atÃ, detaiœiny oœ arÚhitectur¶á et@.) ŒsA›�art to¯c7v-r ¸pøÖ¦t  „�Bhen obje<ts Vr ’re5ente�øvßthin 
Üh²cntGxð o3ù%t (ÍDdÓ´ntµKËÜncentiŽ object4 ala8 have’beÄn se:) Dhey a¶e§a½ eÛiK0bl? YHr a8
tÎtcc”nsiderýtiônc& are any:ébjeò0ˆ n th| w™rld, an¶Ïanùa¸sþ†‘ti¼ cWns
drati'n ™f a˜ oÔje˜teai
tin) on the realã of�a•µ ôeans tha·ûÞhö ob¤ect’Ÿ T!B’te¤y” :š funZtoniBg in¤an rt ÐonteàÙ îs iÇ¼zÜµvant xo the]e"st&Òtic �udYme@t2 
The rel«Íion of£a£s¤heti‰s tí=art ~s not unl¤ke thatBo¹ aet
e^Écs ·o arc˜]tecture©þnüÏ¢at achite urn has a ve©y[sÙeåfcïL[ncion!Dnd hßw “good”<ts dõsign is i; prim|ril¤ ƒÕatjd to hoI wellitpperf"rml  
its fun
ti€n. Th’-; judgments on what¸it —ook like ë[rresÖond t” ta=e,Âand ºk ÔMn ¾eeÇt”atÜ
h orghouŸ«5istÏvy di66e{ent xamôlLs of arc3itec„ure aÍH2ÿraœ\ed at diffe2e¶b‹Þimes d3endöng on tx¹ aeÅýàetics ofYÏaûticulîr  
eKochs. Aæsthetic thiykingÓha·å·vûn70one s) fFÉ aW to �ake ½x×»ples of a'chivecture not|reïated to “ar±” t‰all, workÉMf Qr n 
(he¼sel�esÚ(¡.g.Ù th  pyrÝmid6of EgGp1— É
Aasthei�ùî·nsideKa ions Òke Ändeed�a*Uays ext anHoub to #n oSj ct’s funØtii² or �u¬aÏoO-toi3e” Ulessof›cVurse,«tha™ }bjæ?
t’s r�Xson-to-beLi-„>trictly ¹e>thú<ˆc. ’xEeamplB oÞ a pôrely a²¢thetic#ojqcœbi a dûcorativì [b4eCt, N„r EcŸratio)zÛ pÙùmÑrH 
funcŒion iÿZ“to add somet'ing t‰, sÞ as tçiíke mo”e apllactiªe; adon;éo“nmenÌ,”1ã a¼d this rÆÎÐtes dørectl}÷tItastö  
AndôtFiÚ $eaSs ßs øirect§y tV “formÒ|ist”ÛLr™ and cri?iË•¤m¯11 ForÎalis�arä (-ai>ting an  ¶ Ê(‰tÞ e) is the v@ngua”À oÎ

dxoration, anï, sòrictïy sp�²kiâg, one coÄld lea²on´b„y ~sserg�t~at its aµt condition #s¸sÖ minima* å™aýxfor 
all•fuÿctiœnal>pRp1seEiË ™s not Jrt at allÜ buÍ p†e 3èe¹cisesWin ¦ßsthetAc›/ rbove all thiÞgs ClŒmen† Grµ†nbrg ˆs the70›itic �f 
‰as‘e. BehiA¥ Övery oÅe oè íi• dncisions is n aestÝntiX¶ÓudgmežoM'wit† thoseNjudgmen˜s refÿectingPhis3tas70e  



éNndÅwhÔt wµes h–sŠtasˆe²re½lecte¬Th,«"eriodUhekgre¤u© inba a critic¿ tme pDriod e§eal,;fr h›ŠÞ the ifteà.ëÀ How el×e can 
è„eaúcount f½r, Yizen ®isÒtheor}äÆ  if ¡hey dav~ any l“šic [o th~m‰a ¦ll 4±hisdisi8te¤es÷ in Frénk Sfe la, ÍdßRein¥a7dt,þÓed 
ÈthÕrs7aõ;l-caEReåto ‘]s ðis©ü’ica¶„s¤Àeme? Is it becaºs°ghe is “. . . baxcalll ‡]mYaòhetc oç øerso$aûl.nexäÓrôenti÷l ñ\ouÄds”?35Or¢ 
in o4heräwSrd, ¨the_r worI§d?esn’Õ¦uit hi tas•e?” Ëut ¸n the¯p(lésophic t„bula r×sa o art, “i˜ sLmeone Talùs it_art,” aê þonêWd÷has 
caÞd½ “Êts aUt” i\ve\ tå™™, åoÃ<alistDpaiLtinó and_sculCture caŒ be g<anted _* “çSçGonaityon, but .n@ö bö vúrtue o×dt-e¾rŠpre

entarionÄin tÉrmü of�th�ir órt idea (eŸ”U, aDreZtanguöŸrashapÔå can–ûsãsIr’che�ŽoœerîoodeêRsÖòprns 6n�Kswained 
w÷th sch a}lEsuch cÂlor:, us]ng Whch andùsuchøform71, givin�˜sUcH!nddsuðs a«vWsua€ exÛerie™e> ¢tc.y. ”f �ni lfo¦[Ât oÇtempor!r 
rt in this  ug(t onô rŒal¾"esGah“ minim�l=Ór„°tiµe efftrt töken 1n th�üpart4ofè� rPaôist ¨rñis�s spJciÌica½l6º and Mll pa�ne@s‰ans 
XPòlptormŠw¶Skin1 as`suYÆ ÍUday)Ôgen‰rally* 
71Si] bCiìgsÖus to¾the rea-âzatmµ ÓhatìformaJËst×a¿t ónd c;itiT¤gm(pccepts a
†a ded˜n¨tizn f m-d one tha  exists&sÌlúly .n mrphol™gica; goEns.ßz¯
lÂ ŠÌvasŸ quanV3àX of similadgowkingÊo
je¯ts crXimÒ�es (¸r visHally rel[tem objec±s -r3Žm4Püs) may seeT to b� Çe…atedÂo› »HnneLted) becauûñ³’d ) siìilaity'o6 
visu«~/þxèerõeŒtial-ŒÕeadinÏ’Û”¤Bne cÆÒnoŠ cçai< from thiË úS a°tØstic or con3eptual reo�t!onsh7p×´ì   †„ �'The Xunci"n oñQ:rt, 
¶s a �uestîon,Twax eö�st Åai;71d >yçóa‡ceÚü8c÷aèp§ ,n facê iy is M7r$el guchamp wÆoö we Zan cr9ditM_th`gä‚µng‚a¦¯…its 
o�Ñ`identity.O(One can ert«Hnly see a endÉnc towarô“thiseaµû2i#entific„tion ofaŠ¶t eégáningóÔitY Ma€µt and Cézannå t:ough fo 
Cuðism,j6 ·;¹Ötheir works arS ˜i/�d and ambiguos ‘yÃcom)aris¥« with D¥NhGê’s.) “Moder–¨�aFt aÏdÂe work be÷ore ^e$�|5 c2nöctedv.y 
v¡rtue o� t`€irâàor
holog¹ð Another wa\ÊÿfGpÌtting¥it w”uld be t at artÁsž“�anguagÓ” remaine¤çthAûs°me, ?ut i‘ was saying new hings. She evI’tÈthÈt ma|
èçc€nceivabtÒ te ret9uzation t¥at it wa` Ÿvs´ibl\{œoö¯soeak anZther?lánguagR” ¸nd stiêlëmMeåsense in ažt waW¼Ma~cel(Ducøßmp’s 
fyrshìunZsÃist:| R¤ad-made O!
W~th©
he una sistedR\adÚ
mcdek ürt &h4ged ?ts focun�1romAtheQform ofthÊ laòñuage2t$ what ¤asÄbeun( ¿ðBd.7?h[c meansÀthat iy ØhanÁ“d  h˜¤nPtureÿof at 
fº—mña³¡uµsaio~ oy-ôorph™logy o a qÙeÁtion oh fuþcæ€õnû T�i' chaMgá I oSe¥fromu“g¶0
Rr�n¥e¦ €o “
ogc"|tion” – w‡s ¢h5 b¢gin@ing of “mÝÕrn” ™¨ and the 71íìn
yng of conceptRÉl art8 A~…‚a&t {aš/eiÚ
cha©ñ) isç±onceptJal žinÌatu]ª) becu,eMaIt ’Æly Å.ˆstsconepäu‡üly ‡ÇãThe “vèlue”\¹f pôr¨i·Yarïant[tP afYer DgchDmp³an ‹â2wei>hed a!
coùúng hë how much tÒe> VueKT#oned hz n
tôre #  art@’whEch ƒs an‚t¸r uay of say\n— “w4Wt th:y addeû t¶ theØcBncÐp<iÉÇ äfŸartŒ o® whav 
asn…t there befor± tËey starEedp Artist¤œquesthon tÇe¯natFre ofèar¤S pr‡sŸnµinw †e5 pr™positions a¸ to •rt¼sfnz§ure. ALX to do 
thisƒon{ücannot concern oões¢lf wi¤h theYhandåà-d(wn Žlanƒuake” of 3rÄditio‰a±7ar½, s 8h+> actiƒtx is ™aseddoMßthe 
MssumÏtVonÑWh„t¥þh+re ¤s onfy one wÅyùo}¤œramÃ
g 6tÛ2r6pžsit¾
Fs. BÛt the·vDry stuff » art i² indRedbgrea)l\ òela>edlto Ÿcrea_¬çg” new pLo‚osiš:n  
T c@ïe Vs oNenÁmÎÒj – 
=¶ticRlamGy ¸A refaRnceÞtÐ Duc›amp 0w^hat obje|tÖ of artI(such asQthe H'ady-maVes,Eyf Úovrne, Œ¤ Sll aY is `mplied in thi‡JF9re 
jÞdge
 as objetsÑjlrt inëlater ye<rs‘aµdmthe aètists’ in¼eotios becom 
Å(emÕva@t.+lZch
|nÿartm{nuisÕÇe cÐ’e #f‘ãApre%onãe1ved notiÓò¢r:eru}† toge×heÚ n4i šese½sa¹ilñrelaöed factsÖ ThÂ
nt
is this:¹&stet¯s, as p -aMe pontÔd oÒ',3Ãre;conN£pßu¤—ly~Í#re0Uani tÆ üÌ-  
Thð, k•y hysCc’lUthÛ>g ca™ bßco Ï objet db�¦të tha¤öis tÞ—$èy, cn îe šonsidšrÞ  ZsteÓuw, aesth ticallyŽU”easÛng, etc."But 
this as no#bKrin— 1nàShe  bect’sgappliction to an °rt on^ext; žòt 
s, iªYîu�cviƒningeiŽ E‘,arñ „o†tãœt.:(aãg·0!i) aÛ%ol¦ector t–ªÚs a÷pai`³iÈg, at“Qches egs, and©u;es ¼” ÜM a dinjng]taùlebiØãs an4Xct 
uÅrilat¿dºIo art or the.artisî»becãus,É4s art, tha waán’Ò t„e;artisX’s intentiok.) ItGis ô~viojÃ ÷øe°Ét°a71U¢Ørmalist c-Stc)sm’sSre6iÃnce 
ãn ëorõhoƒ:gØAlýadsº–¿essar l„wie& a^©iaÁ toward êh§ moÍphIlogyÀof tradiŠional alów Apd
i=‘thiö :ems tDeir critiùšsm BsÉµ!t relted ‚n h “scieût·ficçmethÂï” Úr any±"B o\ ôpiä (sm æas Mipha) ŽFJœd,6�iDÒ ‹iÒ detaRìeµ 
d™sÁriptions `f paitingC'and othðr ÓschalaW¶j”„ºar‘h»rnalÆa wouNz w–nt�œs ™}®belÂeve).÷Fomalˆst fritic^sm is n mre tÆan an 
analysi^äÞÔþthã phyÑicaŠ a tTib÷tQs oÕ ømrz˜c`ar�o×$eSts %h¦t hèpp7n t–iexist i1çaum®rp(ol‹gical cõnØÛx-  ent ùhisÝdo¥sn’t¶dL 
any k@owledaº (oÕïZacts÷ Zo our uh¶úrs2aéýing of the‰nature or f3nc–ion of¤aòa. <nfÛnÐither do¢6©iƒ2kîm¶enš on£whet
er Zr not ‚heqÓjectqyanalyzedxkH…everè
<rks$#º ÓrW, ip h‹t—for´alist Hritics olways ¨yˆasÇthe conÔŒpÜual egumeät in woßks of aî5.áxachl¹ why they#do’t¶oõenton tû cohcep—
Gal elHïebt in$¤orsf¾Ft i¡ precisÏltSÙ‡’au�e¼formgóist ar‰ is only a9t b• vitue íf i«Øes
mblaÒŽe to øarlGer worksäAfÃaˆt. ¹t’sa mindleOs art  Orzas LucQ Lipæard ¤Û sþccin÷tlbcdÏscri{‡ &²ˆ‡s O¬ðtÝzñ’s pêintvgs:rŸhæs’re 
§isua® M)71ak.514 F‡rmalXs4cri6icsžandÁór8ists alSÝÌ do not †ueÉzi™n¶t¯e nature of a+tP but a�rI-haôê said eU�eNhere: BeiÍg 
ÍnpaYtiet n©w mxans to question thvnatue of art. g_°ëe iç quÏstio-ˆDg »h8 naùu³eÖoœ©paintûŒg, on. J~nnot Óeëq*e›oni| th¯ 
natgr{ oÆöar»ý Y¨¿an AÁtist Ÿ¶j)tsLpa¦vtOng (™r w‹upture) h«X�s acept¶ng the tradJtioF that goes ñith×it T„-l’s befausmátüeoword 
ert¬és{geã¯åa«aßd t %ord Œ,ojting'iáspeÇifiÙŸ ¼¶i–tungQ © kiI´©oá amt2ƒ
êw yQu make¸azntingHryou”a†eYalready a‚-epting (notvŸE±st\/ni©g)Ôthè na¥ure %f a{u. On' is th0ø ac½epting thß*ntur of Çrt 
to(be¤t©eároï¶aY týaditio†–of aTpFin›ing-sulpt‡ie [iÝotoky.15AT™¬ strongest objecFµonson caE r«…¡a˜<instÙa morËhological justi¦c…
tion for%tr†Ú÷Wional art is thatÌmhrIhŒlo—icalänÍtÊo†s of asõ úöbod4œan iipled � prio‘i›conceðtÊoÿ ar71’s/possibili
i¯K’ Aÿd such C a§piÊr? co„ó¼ptof the9nsóure¨of¾aIœ (as 4¬p±ateùfr'JsanFl—tic·ll) fr|me£Varàpr‰pãsition‰ o¶Û“wor°ƒ” wh`choI wüll 
ªsÁuss lat}¯r makeÊ it  inœred TÕ3PiÛi: imposüible to ques–ion th ¬Õtuûe of art. nd tis UuestionžngÊof ¨he naSure fg rt\ÿd a 
¯eryi©portantÂ}onc/4t Un understaDin‡ theófunction oâ art  ¯
   ñ    And¹wHtúholds ðrye forêDuch!mp’s+„rk applëes aW w}ƒ-÷o mosNbÉf çQe„art£aftev h2.F¦| otÄe€ wþ'ds, t
Ùvalue o[�?±-is� – orGinÂv÷ne�– Çs i›• iea ñ1 $heßre�lm ofíar 5 }ot tY¶øphD@i‚aÙ ¸r HÕC-aT qS( iies ¯een²in a Éaecöfic 
pain{®nò or tTn´parÂicuZqrizæiíˆ(Wf$cert*+xcí›=rs I‡Ó÷71Žes� orætèeFe…colqus?¹nd shåpes…are Ùhe artÜstlìnguage,” n‘ 
its©mü™ningÔco�cepÿuaélM as art. TB loo! upon—arLâb:st “wasteÄwork” nzw¾a¦ŸCßt i¬ nonsensicÙl conc'p–ally spe/king, as far as 
art is c;ncUrnldX (That Misual invoxma,iow tGat ²jµ Tnique inÂþub{smáÌ lþœguage has now bePn îenerallÜ absoøÒed 



nd Þ.îþa lot<to doš¼thþtheãÑay÷ån�ch÷cG ¢ne Teaòs ‹tŠ pãinting “(ingùiscic(ll€..\[$.gµV
hatra ðu£isQ pa€@ti2g mea”t exÏerim’neallyÊand¦cÖtceptïaÐêy ˜o¿ Óa¤ŽGe†tñude St;…n, is ‘eon® ÷urÏspTcu^Ò÷i^ø be}auŒe�the 
sam_²‚:int¦g theã“ueŒnt” sþme²hing �©fýerenÈdthan%it|7öËsˆnow.]) Û$eúênal
5‡1now f anHorbg1naÿÞCubzstAp¬iniSd is –Ct unlik�: iá moÆg Ô¤®gektŽ, an origEnalUanusprip| by LÈ°dgBr‹n, or TZe pirit of St
 Louis 
s×it i#see©^inCthÝ–SmithÏonMan gnsqitu$9oä ‘
¿n~ee9u 8usecms fiyl tsÓ=Reõ\ samT uÈction as the S$gøhson˜þn‰nsÈitu6[on – W0yCels would ëhÔ#JeuÚde Paðme wi«g›of t·• 

oRvr exhibtt CézSn“eãø and¯Vaf ¤éghÜstpa|ett®s/§s pHoudlP Ås they o the)ü pailtnuÕ?¾ œct„Ÿ
 worŽs oû ag
 zre ¢ittleoã?r� tha± hiStori’al curiosiAieè. As ftr . art3is cü¡c˜rÍed Van Gogh’s Yain+iN¦| aDek’x wor£q ¥ny morŸ th÷~ his {al»öëe is.?
Theyfare ‚th “üÏllector’s ¸tms.”Þ7VAt ²`iJ‡s” throgskinflue
HÖAg )ther a_t, �F Œ· exsting a“ KãqÓphysical äesiàue ofÎaÒ a[tist’s ÿdeaÂ The‘reasoŠÖthân diféeSent aœistµ from ˆhe pasttaKe 
Öbrou¦¡t ±Œ°es Õgain isËbecùuse ÷oe •spectû1fˆðheÅr wor«íbecomes @us‘ÿle” Ô livingáa¿tist(. Th=t¨Æere iÎAn‰ Ìtr0†h” aî ¶o
?haƒ artDis ÿeemÒ qite BnrZaliƒÓd  f
Whqt Is the fuqòßiol o'art, oÞ tÕe ´aaure‚o™ aºt~ I”–we contiWue�óur"ÕIalogy cf cŠÜfÆrm¿ art îèÏež ùs|$e§M) 
art�sÞi5ngòþgŽ‘oneLcaØŽrea4iethen ’Ñat  ¾orkòoG artá�s a knd 1f pÙo-os‡t n pre1en×ed withip F¹eÒëonÊextÕUf art ›s-72 c¨mmeWt 
Qn ar‚º WeIcanëthenŠgB fuÌther ón¨ aÎa½yž±Ø\h types of “ëropositioëâ.( æ.íJ. ye’s evluatNSnæoÞòa0t’â distinctioH b_t1
en analytöc¸a6d¡
µþ'h3ÙicËi• �s‚ulËto Ès here: “ ëprcposo¹ion isòanalútÎc|w™en itvaÌidity;dÝpendsm�okeâ.on ª¥ex²˜fi§“i¦“¤«Åf ]he ´ymbo9·]Þt conta§n, 
aÁì‰n†üetic(w¤en itû vaŠi¨ity isydÐtermin+d by th¡ fa®t’îof‰eCperiníe.”1J The aÊalogy I will attÅmpç tÉ mzke ½72þDní UetweeÇÀthZ 
ar6xÜonšœ‘on þsš th conditÕon ofÚthe analyticðp]oposi\ion  >níthaã they d¦ç’t Àpp¶z¥to be #elie able as aØthing;esô, or beUaboÌt  
anythinz (ot´r thanagt) the for²s of_
rt nosA lea(lEëfÊn6.lyžrefer©ble onˆy å¬ ar† h²ve bee5 orºs clYsest to anBët%cal �ropo§žtions®ï�
™ï×ks AŽÚ]rt ‹reÚý¥aJyt)c propoÒi5ioŽs That�¥s, ”f vieweÅ with]n their context XA aäý – the� provi˜� n% énf rm”%þon wý+ts%üv<b 
boutka:y @attcr of 
¼ct. A wVrÌ of a©Ý is j ta«toloºy�in nh¿E it is a crese
a�Ÿon9of the artûst’±9intntio=,Öthat is, hm is s`yNng ÊhÔ‘ hatwpprtic(
mÅÀwTàk
cfÄØÛh¤ûñ�Nl^, chich mean
, nsa aefim06iƒ o9 art. T…usÞÂthmt Ít is art isStžÓe a p{Pori (wÌic is wh9t Judd m72abs when÷ße st¨tes t}~' “if someo:e c~Þls it 
ar_úýit’s \rtŽ)  
IndšeP, it isònˆarly¹im¤osçÛbl» ÄŠ dâÚc—ss·†rt in ,½neôal DÑms w hoà�ta±kiÏg in tauto<ogies – foo tµ-tøemOì tBâgrabpH Brp by†any 
ftheiW“haôdle„i« erely to›ocus n tŸothpŠyspecá or q7&lÔty > the pro®osi´iâ…, which is us-úllyb@)releûaŽtÀto tÖe72rworpNs 
“art�coêdition.”@On¼¡6egins!no âe«lizeºtga}Âart’õ JarXõcondition” is Ðcos&eptuaã ¨tae. ThatÉtMj Xnngõag¨forls that the art‡ˆt fraæ¤† 
his ðro®ositioGs in are oste“©“‚ÿivate”ªod¡s o( languages is an  ÃevitÏcZ outcom¤†o µrŽs¸fr+ndo‰ fom ÎorphØlSgfcal µÆnstrÎ¸tioøsh 
and^®CbfoQlow¾ fo÷¯this Ú7ètÙLne Æas tûObe fCÛiL&ar)witž conte¿porary art toapÅ9ecaùg_Ot‹abÆßund¡rsÊ ²d it. Likewise >ne 
und<r×Kand‹ w¢y¾t/€ “üaR inOthe stree” is intLlerµ7t to §rtis¥iý rtÁnd a±w‰ys¨deman
L {rt òn a or¶ditional “Ì£nguagl.+›[A,Y one Bndørstanû÷ w~y f˜ m”list art sells “likI¨ho taÒrs.!ì 'nl™ in paiÓtißgqand s¯uIp uÏeÁ('d the Èrtis's 
µll speakW’he same languageF sha¤ais calleç “Novelty’ýcW”‚bXdh, fórmlistq7iˆ®oåen toe0Pttþmptto Ùind new lý¯”uagesm althè$öE 
a\nÃD lang�ag˜ doe'n’t neces<¹rily me9×…the fraJi´g›of n¤w”àrÃpo~iÕio@s: e‡gÈXMmost k?ne{ic q|Ìêe'ecronic art  
A4oÏheO.ò�y Þf statFng9 in rlatiÆ to ar, what–AyerOÞssert$d a»outÉthe ýƒalyt¼c meth€d rºà¹he z—^text Ô¢¦„ang{cg ÒouÊÕ be 
tÒ+Àolsowingq T�nLvþ7idŸt¹ ê` aŒtis2icÁpRÖposi�¿ons is æotÝd™peâden¹ o«any «mpÚ ical} 
muchÚlesý°nyqaes'hætic‡p�esjp÷o;ktion about Vhe nýtÂre Ù;tÒi¨s. For thÈ )r¸Å«t,™
s Rn a anystü is n£t ”Þrettl@ TDnc4rpeµ 
ith th± lfys“cal�ÀoopŽrtie# ±f thinûò. He is@concerged o†lywwi¬µ t9e wa '1) in (hich yrt"is ‘apa¾lmDöV concep/ualFŒrowth 
andcþ2ˆ.howzCis±p²oµlsiÚioKs apeícpabÚe%1f¸…Ágºcally ìolloúinC+that grÐw-hW19O    ½  ·PÇre 
ExpressioniIm,çcoxQinuingŸwith°ky�rösœ‚¬¢ms, cou†d ze½c6nsižeéRda suŽh8iA se·tence72whch íonsñöç
d âf dÁóonsfrati¦e Xymfol�øwou
d ©ot³express ?genuŸne proposit+on.ÈIt 7ou†dobÄ  mere£Œjîculaíio’. n nO Éay Éharach·r¤jþË£itüat t# which it�was\supposed tÔ 
ref×V.” Ýxp1‰sHonËstqworks!72e usu Á y sucÔ “e¥c¯laNion&”*õâe+entŸd in thÌ m²rph†ßogical language of traditio¢al art.¾If Polloch 
i��;òpokja�tÀiì›{s buca)Ðe he pai~teB on loosežcanzas·:õ§ivontaå‰y toÖt�ž blo?  
>hatãksnÈt 9á#o¾šÔnt is tha³h± l(t½ p72z-hOse dNippunds Ùker str¤tc¡s,a³qëÇunð Áhnm Qa:al–el to the wÍ,.a(‚ xt!er w6Ûds ¨‚atzis i 
1ortênt4ðnzârp¸ÚK‡what oneCbrŸngO to iI, not o÷e’s ad¤Ÿio‰ of what w>s ”re´eouÐl× ex‚sting›) WhaÖRis NBŽn!la«s«iúp#štantSto 
aÀtVis Po¼ôoükˆs Što©s o “self-e#âresëiÑê” Åeau¿ûîthoseŠkinds b> èÌ€jectÚve öe»µings arNus‡lesó¬to8an÷One otÁOr thaM those 
¦nvoÔvedšSit¬~Jim&pqrona{ly. AdZteir “spc)fic” quality¼putá;÷ùem outside P1•ãrtä| cont•xt 1
ì“I do nŸÜ íaie ar, RVch›’µ Serra sas, lI að en«aged<nCnyactigitû;Èi xomeo‚e a tsy7o caïl72iö artaþtßat’s§ºi¯ bÛsVnes°,œb t¾itÇs n
t up to më àŠ decide ‚ažt˜ThauÈs ll igured µ_t ateÖ.” ²erra,×¸hJn,'isNje/y €Ìch/awarÀ ðfu�he implicat¬ons of ÈÈs work.}If Serrà 
isŽinMeed just “fig¶ring out§w×ax ea@ ÊoeV”'(gravitationaçöy, äòºÔEu�¼<¤õ eÊc.)s wh~ sÊouldâany6†e thMŸ, Bf ig=as art? 
IË;¾ebôo?sn’t take tGe resåU…sžbility ofhit being art/who zan^µor¡sÁt
l|? }i<�work certaošyWapˆarsStn Œe empiricüþl7Ãve‰ifi blem lFad 0a+¹do, —~d be &Þ£dnfor, mhnyE\hy|ical2actƒvithes‹hDnotselfUthit 
does>!nything‚bït ÒšadŒuâ-intoìa diaßoguí aboutwtAä�Dvßuae,œf artÂFIn a çen¨  Õe? Xee¤s“a‹prÀmitiÂe. Heph;s no idea Ãou% art. 
H@w i}fit tXÎn$th«t÷we knoAåa ´t ÂÒis a/tivÔty”™ ecaBsHùhe has(òPQd ‘sÔô¾ùÿs vr�ôbyhi% actÒods ašteën“hie ctÖvity” 
hasƒtškenplace. Thªj Ís, by the\fa6t khaò -e isìwifh several gaL§eriÿÏT «utsã+8e phyhÚcal r¨jidueŽo8 Jis¼c¦ivð§% iºXûuseuìÜ(Ýn�¡s§|Ms 
0hemátoça¤t collLct¦fs – Ñ« as We ha¬e ‹1nte†µUut, ’¿âlectors are irrsl{vañt ƒ:Lhe€“clôdVtio¡ ofèa2t” où a•woBkç  
£h8®'Pe ª*nieÂëšÀs áorý is art ¢¦t plÞˆs the urtist is moreßtµafAjus, O parad,x. Ø?¤rañsecretlH feels thj “Yr©,˜od” is rr©ved•aÅ 
em“irßc{llA. “îÓ§, (ˆ A…er has ssat(dæ Theíeáa³e no ñbsolut]Vy c³rÜax empi¦ical ¾rohoæii×¦s½It is Snlc &¾utodowie th˜ÑÃ�ücerpï{n  
EHpiFic›l¨quËYKiC6s 're ³ne an( áll £yÉo he?es, which m{y be onfime <r di)crµdited’:n ac xa×µsgn'V x„e˜Þence. A4 th¯ 
p?op¹xÙti-Ã inÉwi½Åm»e ýpcorlPu observationsÂhat vµ‰·fy theseÝhypotheJÏýæPretheæse•ves XyˆotŸe™ep w_œch are sbjecl tƒ the 
�•Åtof f§rt eß>©ne experiønc*.¥Th;süther; is ní f‘n€l propositiinf22 Ié o…her Žordsš úhÍ4;–oÚ¢sit×ons Ò*Äart dre noB ëàcF†hl, b:t  
Ìnguistic ¤¦6cha�acéer ›�t,at is, th d¤do¤\Žt dcs¼¾ébe the beàav”or)4f pUysicaó, orùeveÖ íentMleobâejtg; tþBÖ ŸxpresìËyefinitiºns of 
artè or tXe X…äm5È [ons©que1ces ofâÒfiÐ÷�ons˜of Îít. Ac�ordyn4vy,n e cÙn say that ®r �p‡ aÍˆs ^n a�—žgŠY.Bto— wx ¼Žal] see µhat 



tö+ chara`tyriÇtÏc ^rk¤¶f a AurÁlž lãgE*a ônuirymi`¡that it s convÒgned witht%e<fÜíaaš Con-çquencusìoS]ourpŸ»FnitÇžÏss(0f_rk) an“³ot 
wimh-u9¤tioús of e-pŒri\al fact—0¥To -mpe"Ú,Qwhàt ¬rt h¢s inæcommon wií‚$
oÆrcran© õth&maHics is that ht is« tigÿolo™3; i.”.,>thÂ “art ide§”U‡o¥ “work”)¦ao %rt Sry èheîsme and ~«* b, °pYre
(JÍ1+Qah vr@ ½i
hout goi=g vtside ¤e conøexêofkar-�fÉ– /âri<ic—tHon 3
On theY(therˆhan-,fjetÇus conside¸ ¦hY arŒ cnK¦t 
e èoñ hÅs di©diculŒyÞP�e ÌpÑ att[pts(t< b‡) vÀsyõtKeti1 ÄÈoóosi)£oÓ.!Or, t$Èt iú to)say, whenÇtÈe tluth or fGôsi§y of its,æssïrRioÝ i¤ 
§ÖrÞ6iœ
€e on empirica§ Xr¾unË¤  
AyÈr st<ts: ü‡. . TÎe Nriweri£nï¤y which Üe’€eùeÙmine+t.e öalÀdity Ff aY
aãpiorH or sVÌ�yÌÎcalÝproposi~ion ªsnoï slfficGeAt t¸ deter:inK Th¨´Lalidtywof“an eípiE¥cal orÜsyn·VAt‡cj«Žop¿qition‹ Fo9 it s 
cha1acte›istic ofRemÆiµic l prªpeRi÷iÞÝ thatÒthõir vxªþvÝ½yÎi– not #ugely formö_. To say–‰haäU geometrDca— prÕpÛsitio¶, 
orûa sstem «f àešm÷trical prfp1ðiJi¡ãs,ú5fa…sK, Šséto çaÖthat it i
 se^f'iontraW+ctTr]vC>u) an eLpisi/alÄptooS§¶$o,õoÆb"£xyst©f v—piricalºpro%÷sitions,pCay be fr
e fromûÌontradi¶tion an sk¯ll{bS Ölseö I· is²si– to be 7al;eº not Å“c¶use t i ‡ormallÖ deùeótive, àut Òeca¦seCit ñailsØ“j 
×atiÎ’yDsome)mžt+©i° crit\iín.21 T×e#Nnreaüit= o� »reaõóstic” art :s duz (o its �AaminfasÄ,–Ñr plopo�tÖœnUincsynthˆèic ˆerEm: oneZi4 
alçays t}mvªe} toò�verWf¿þ ¼he píÐpo6ition+eepwrÏa§ly.hReali<m|s³synt¸tjÁØstate does&nî‰ br–ng one¤to a ôÀ'cuxar='ing bëËk i©$o 
ä üTlo8Œe w\th telCrg›r fraˆ¹w¦r( of q¤est ons aöoÎ the nYt re ¿äart (a o;F <heqqor˜jof PaPeKch, Mond-iaO ™ol8oTR, R«inhardt, 
ZarþyÞRauach“tÊNrê, J§4ns†"LichteÞtÇin, WaAh>ln—0qd�e,AJu:‹n FýÉ“iÑe eWæt , Mor÷iÎ, aêd otñers), but ratjery oíe is"flg´g outÞof 
arÏd%'ÝorbÚ”GintÐ tÍË“©`fiûite sØaLe” of [h¨4wman ¤on¦éton  ˜
     H  Øhat Xne ¹inds all t¼rogh³ut the wriýi ·s of Ad ,úi†G¿rdt 
s this very sqmil<rNtmes¼s%é 
rtÛasƒartR”Înd-ÉaÑqÁart6iÐ alwa´. deåd, ÈndðÀ ‡Qving’¹Òt is a deceptiªn2ï RwBnhardt¹haZ avryEclaæ ideaeibout Phe n°[ure of
rtõ and his
mpotance isé£
B fomqrwcog³z5d ß
BecaseÒzors A« art tgat av02’ c`siÀ—re® …ynth«ti’ pr3poi:iØn¿ arè !erifiablO b´ the world,5t-¸] is tosåay, ko undeqstand th„se-proYositi—
ns½8ne must leave ¿h tautoæogiwal-ik¸Òfrt}Hwork o9 Ært andêconaider “ o0tsidï” information.¤Bu»-Ú coÑsidet i× a¥ aÖt qt i— nceäsary 
toianor²mÕhis same utsie {0fo¸maK=I/beca<se o;tsie inf‡rmation g:xpdrTÀn³i´q}q¨Â§r®es,îtoÅnoŸeü has gªs Âwn intninsÐc wñrYhë 
2ndöto comprÄÍønd åh\s w¤5thbone doe ¨o¯ nee  a stÜeâof “art¶coniito».” Fr‘ 9hisóiøÁÅ UsÐ¡ì r2ali' 
hat atd. viabô¤itÄ is �Ðtconnectd²to
the preseGtaVo ofÜvisualµ(or oåheœ) kiŠds of Px¦erieJce. TŽat V anzma I3€v¢ beeÇ one J
aud‹„§ect€aneouT Æu-ƒÁionaÕin `he preced E/qGent€âiˆz is /ot un[ikely. AfT>� all,m•n ineven¨the~ineve‰nth Äentur’ liŒed “n a éãirly 
tanþL3’^z;÷ ºsu0en¦ironm¥ntz T‰ˆt�is, \t ws írdinaàily prÊÚiÙt”bl
ó�� to ‹hæt hewou¸d bþ àoming 2nBo éoè„a ¹ wäth  aàåaf“er5ú™&. Hi@ visÅ2- eËviroÝment in t-I pArÉ of the14orldÊinZwhich h live73 
²ñs fúi˜ly±cons¥st=nt. In ouž tim[ weöhave  nÌÏVp·<ientiaÍly rasticÿllj rîA¤er ez´ronmtn˜¥ One ca73 fl³ ×l` oÌõ ShU˜eaüh inµ &ptter of 
âœuusa$d73day t n"t months. W ÞavgÞ>he cinÊÊaÆ µnd œæOor tlevUsiÑn_ as×weÎ asÒthe ¡DnÁmde spectacpeÀÿfqthe l0-
ht$²o9 Las VeëaÉ '2 the À1yscraßeÔÝ ~ Nµw±York Ci°‘*TLeÔhX|e”worwd i =tµ…[efto ¤e ÔÀ~L aÆd ðhÓ whol"´world caE watc– ý�- w}lk 
on “ûe +8on†årom”Hheir ÄÝvi#g ro‡ms.ÑCe©taä¤y ÿ t,or objects(of painti1g6and sculpture2ca>not÷be¤eGpecedtð¢c^mpete 
eHpeien3iall] w¸tthis&Ü–ÓeÆn¯Šôo+ ífõ“u]Û” is rlÄvant toÂrtÎan2 its “angua~e.” áeßÄly}ehe
boxÕor cu1eòf¾r
 has beDn@ðedOa!greatÒdeal wWt0in hxÏ1con"»Œtêo< a�P. QTake fér ¯nstancþ itsÄÊse bs Judd, MorrH, LeWi(U,ïðnaden, 
m-hhþgBeŽ¦,andMCracken¬f n^Ü evenLmeO”iüinV.th‚ quantêty of b¯eþ Dad cuses h-t4cÑme üŠter.) The B)föeÀHncm×tweµ• 
a‡˜ täe var�o! 'seáÕ3f—th„häœ‡ or cuÈÖ®fq�m i1 §irbctö˜…r_lated to ¦heŠ73Zf"erences ;n the Ën‹entionsñof th‡ atists.™Fòr,jeÝ 
aC™i¾pørtiJulakly“seen ¥n Judd’s worGªthe :se of&the bÓx or cube—fÙrmWill1stÑates verÍ,well SÎñ%eDrlieF la£@.t¤at an o·e¬t Ý onxŽ 
årtÏwhe´ pla?ed in tLe c)ntext°ofQaAt  
A 7;wyexample‰ âi¤l p)int »Þis &u3.hOe Óould NyÉt«a\ iÁ Wne†o¥á?u)d’s bx fors was v]en fiKl“ddith deûrÄs¤ seen flacedA¿¨ a‡inÔust
ial sTttinZ,or {ven m

el|¨seen s³ttin
on a w¬|ÕRŽsornºrf it wfuÎ� notøye"id-©êúfiÐdšwithLSt. It vþllowsóthenïtñ|t unde=stnŒÊng¯an� c‘nsVñera~iTÊ ï° {t3s ÕE artwo˜Z 
;¹anecessË7y apriori to vieÒing ýt %nÏodeQùtoh“see”àiz as’ì woËk ef
- t. Aµvan_e-in[or<ation aboutmthe cÌncept oÅÛa‘t Vnd vÔout an artist’Á co:epts4i 4necessary¤ˆ the *pprc
aZÉonFÞ{d Ûnde›stÈnd÷n oè$con†emrorary a´t. Ány'a‘dPall Èf —h‚ p“ysicaCÅatt|FÞute› (qoa>Ktqe¾â of coŸtem¤§rar` åorÔs, if c 
{siderå´ separatêÌrKa@d/oé pec/€i)a¦5y, Çre irreýÄälnt to
te ÝrL concep£. h6�aWtõconÛ×ptJ4%s‚JddXsaid, zhough ¥v diªn’t ßÊan7it this way) must né‘consid9r›�it its whˆle´ 
To cþÓsider0Ø h&ncept9s¤p‡rts ,I(invariably»tW oIW Óer a¢ecRs t7atÒÙO9 ir+elpvant tgUtsµarý ÎoÛdi�i n – Ir lEe rBakingÄp
rts o
 a definition¢ 
ðIt £omes€as ¡o Ü?"¢èi½e tha the Ür¡�withµthÝ lFast`4ited `Zrphol�gy Ôs t xam:lßRfrom hich we decipherÞthe na�ur�of tö$ 
Ûe(eral·ter:#“a
0.”zF#r Áê»ŸG therˆ is a càøtÔttÌexi¡iná�sepÐ)aÊel  o its moœpµolo`( Zndüc[n6¬²tïng of išs f*nctDonon>µisŽmBre ¦Žk³yÝÊt fiQd 
ResþltL�§…s coZfo¿mYg+an‹ pÞedictÄbÄt.§
t=iD7Æ¸ modeEn73art’s p¹ssesion of  “�/njuage” zØthat³eshort†st !istor ôhat „he plausibilitk of Üce ab›ndonment of Å�þ 
Hanguage” bÁcoÇes mUst Âosribèe. It ¢Å ïÓderqt©nµableËthen thtt th art‚tMa cam6´out oÕ We'ternàpê)ntin' anP†scuptur½ isªtGe°Ýost 
enïgetic, ¾ueätioning(oú its nature), and Ó*evl4as  assumÈng oBall t%e ºeWerLl 1rt”cocerÜsï In th9 âiUal ~nalÂsis, hÁ§ever,%±l: of the 
a¤tsIve buêFnÄ?iÃ
gß£s.ðiw’  Êerîs) a 0¢mi!N” òesembºaz/e  
Oe ©`h¤ vriogò›quaòiƒiesÞrÌlata–l to aÍ àart condi¶ioYºpo7sesæed by p}evyó the novelÝ the0CineÂ~Î X´?tuã
tre, and Ðari.us ÷ÈZs of þusiï, et.Bis t[ítTaspuítgfLthem "¨}t ‚eliÛble’to  Þe fuñcÊionoofÛart ½s¶ç(serted éere  
5Is npt thedeclibe oiÐÎoštSyÝ‚elþtaAle to the‚mpjzed�metahrNi•�#fom p5etry’� use of “c·mT5” languane_ah an£arN äangÆag?24 In 
Lew York ”he lSs• ^ecaëenå stages oe poetry caq be seen ‚n th˜<”oçe by{“Conc³ete”�poetÏ recent¿ytoíaŽd™Lhe Àse of ±czÓãl objemtO 
-nd theatŽe2573CanÏit|°e that they feelßth‘  çreality of theGN t f¦rm?\   í   Còe seí nÛÌ t©atthe$axioms ofa geím‡try vrF1imp7y 



éfinit�ons,âandËthat the·Êhõorems -f8aùgeomet»y ar%6simply the log8calcnseqÁnceXvµ thesS nef¿nit¤on@ò A eo{et-y isHot fn 
itýelf ÿboýtQp74ysi:algsq¶<e; iQ ´ts lfž¢t cannot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anyth]ng. Butcwe cG° use a weometry ä• rsšPiÑ·about 
pÓÛ6iQal s®aceÔ Th‘tP»s fo²say, once we avÜº-iSn the xio"sõLÇphysi|ºl interpret
tionz we canþvroceed 74o aøplç the tÛ¥or]ms
‹÷øtÈÎ ˆbj#c¢s$Mhih \atisfÍ Â
e �xiêms. Whut
er ³ geometryu‰nßbè Ççp1ied tobthe c¼ua� pœysicaltÀo¹ld ”€ Yot" is n 1xpÙ…Òéal quòsÍi±{which falls outsid' ¬Le scope ofAgeûmºtry  
itselfz Áh6rg Âñ n‰ sens-, therŸfore, i ˜k)n†º�*�chEof©the–variout geo>|triesØknÓF to us •reFfals: and whi¤h2are trà›. S¤sžüa- a² they 
[reæall{freH from c#ntrdictio.ü’theyTareðall  rue.à=h/ p‹Ìpoi"iƒn whVch st©tes thaM a×cÅrt¬in a!p[icÔtÃ(ÖHo¦ a gemJu�y ªà 
posi#[ehisÏnot itgelaòa ÂnŠpçýitvn}of th¦t+geoÆe½ry. All *hat thñ geomtryƒiisefºthlls us is that il°aîyzhi
%Ícan � ürnuÈ}t '¢derÊt
e d¦finineŠns,itÔwil› a²˜\†La£isfy &he th9ÜÐemÂ.ìIt ¡s tÝešåfore‚R pureµò lag©Nw] ]y™em, anWç:ts prÖpo²stioÕþ ÈNØ¢Aure!yš 
al¼tiâ ÇúopÊi™ivns.#_Aý ´. ygr26 HcrŠèhHn I prop¢se 4estÇ øhe õ½µ«
laty ofÐar9. [n aÊà:g¹ßÌysn tradÐtionL� á¯6·osR©hØ lsfunrÚalýecEseŽoÌ£Øts assumJtons,tartSs ûRiñcy î¢ ex\st will de.?ndúnñt $nl^  % 
it@Ún/ùípeÙq
rmNng Ê–�rvice1– aÊ enertai±ÿán_, visÿCL (Žr ¾theC):kxà“rÚencÓ, or deroraõêon – w�ic³ is„som�thing easœl7 Ìepaced by -itf#h 
uÞt—re, Bnd te^hnology,fbŠÂ, r4her, itJxiSl/âemaiÇ #Ýabl0ÜÂy O©t Mssumçgµa ùhilosop™‚ca stance  for in r¹’s”²•IquM charaÞˆer is the 
ca�acity to remwU%¹aloof frùm ¥hil!sodhicïl uÀPments}“It is ¡n thiW ¤onŒªxtòhh(m Wrt shareÛ sii-a(FiesíJith loëiî, m:thematács, =d, 
asúwellP~scie=fe.ÒBu! whe°eÂs tht otCer edeS—§rs a8eÙu¤á“ìŒ,å¡rt is not. AYt ind4eO eáisÐs for is o9n
Úa…e† 
ãIn -hi• period of_oõn, after 
h lâs~h7 fnd r÷ligio”,¨a$tFmay Îdssibly beío+ eMd”¨vor )ha± fulfžllœ íhatïanother aDe might ÿve "alledÔ“mTn’s s$iµÆáal ne˜ÚñK”¶Or, 
ayb•ÙCr iay .f"putting 7… might beñtÃatGar deals analogouDyxeiðh³th¢st¥te74on thPngs �beyoÚd ph§s�cs¼ wher§ philosoÇkÒ hœd t$ 
maÊ° ass¤rðion
. ènd}-Ht’s str&ng,LÁis tIat eve…ãtµe pre(e:in— N5n¼ence vs ov assertïmn/ nç 4Á~nàt Èe v…rNfi d by art� 
Art’sjoily cladm3U
 for art¯:AWt iò thu«ef¼nª/iknŽof»artP 
æ   8   ”O-ESVU
NReprin=Èdj74rom2Studªo)4�t$‹µatdôn«‚Ô(OctŠ®er* L969) 
Ó MortonãWhDtŠ,§@he Age of AnalysÌs (Newä:~r0: M„nÁor Boo‹s), p. 14 �#
2Ibid., ü. 15  A
3 Ižmean•Ð£ tšÊs E�isteä‡ialism ë£Å¸PheÓo˜<nlogy. ;ven(MežHŒau-öÿ°ty, wiBh?hëV³midd¦e-of-the-ršýÊgpo<átion -O�een 
empürixusD ØRd ratToæaiû8} cünnHt ÁxVrec™¨hiS pØilo§oph�Ü¼thout the—useòof words (thrs usiÏ [KÕceàs); nd·fYllowìng Fhis, how 
ca«÷one discEssUxUeröenYœ 4i“ out¶sha?p ßistnc˜ioâsx–etweeØ ´u%s–éves a¢d «he wþptd? 4 N§rõhamesjJ¿an6, 
Physisßa~¼²hilosophy (A8ÐûArbor, Z_h[Ò Uqýv¤rs8ty of MichigånSPress), pg17  
5 IbiH;, @. 1+0 
6 IÙid.,�0. 19(  
i ohe task such philo€oËh‘Ðhaw tìkenÌuÏ¥¶its8lfNis the anÄy_“functHon” ió‘øuàd p˜rP,ry wiÉhou2 ma,ing phi’$s^pkiëŸ§ss¦ö©ion= �
 Th0R is íeÑlt!i
h ?n te¨ followingÙsectio2 ü
( I wuld �Rke‚µodÃak¤ it cl§Ùr,ÏhowÐver, úhaTI intend>toÌsueak forÉÅoGone ÔlsÀñ÷I tºrivedÅa…›tpesü!coclusi:ns lon,Randnändóeà, itis  
®-om thés °¿nkiY ,/t†4y aÿ since 19d6üæf«not mefore) ev"l5eè. O"ly rement;y di
 Ir-alize afÀrÑmeeÐing Terrw AøŒinson that hê and Michþ+l B
ld"i§ sGèoe sDmilarŒùhugh c<Âtainyœnot idànt cal, oinšon{ toD±ine  
1÷ W˜b_ìerÅs NewBDærl ”icti|n
ry \- t¾Ç XmÅrica‰ LaÄg¾age  
1í •—esconcetual le/Xm of :h• wo§k oØ KÑnn¹^huNolŠþ¯ù Jtles OitskÉ MoœrYs L®uis,IÚon ì‚viˆ, ¬nt%oné³C›,î,–JoÉn 
Hoyxnd,âDanóÀªfiseÒsenÄ ete×ê, is so dis6´llÖ `ow, t(at aGy th-t is tvûQe -s supplØed bÚ the c„ìt˜cs pr‘moting it. T£ish›s seen’lëµr  
1– Mich Xl$Fied(s reaso·c for us ‹g îreenbµ%gCµ)ratis…®leàeþlectMhis#É¤Ógrou[+ dand mostçýf ð±e o6he© -omalist criti{s) as a 
¦0chola±Û”Èbutxmore of it¸šsÄd#ˆ t}õhis deT rez IŸsuspecnf to bri&g his sc1oäa9l U©x ie/ Òn?¶tÈ9Pmodr§ wzred.ýO–«gcan
%eèsily §ympat®ize mi€hxßis0desire ”o
conô½ct, ;ayk Tieîª‹o5Li;h Ju¸eo F’i<sƒi. Åne6shou˜d êevûrŸf7r¨ît, h±weUer, th›Y%a hYs1oÂiaÆ loves hiµªÃ¤y ³ore th0n anythiÐ ¯ eìeÂ
—a=t  
¡3 Lu
y Lippard useC th–s qSÌ¦ation iê a «PJtoIte yo Ad RÎinharst’s r9t3oˆpŽ¼Ï"veÖc—˜;<o•ue, Janua�y, '967
 p.åñ8  v
14 L§[y �ippa5„, “74onste—wÌtiá('bÎ Hars) D._light: Tçe WêiŸý=ø§An:ual,” &XdsoG Rvew, Vol. Æ  No¬‹) 4Sp ng,�§ê28) |
n5|Arthu5 RñoØe,WùFour¥IÐterÝeww,” Arts MÀ a�Eme&çebá`ary,×1969)  Û!16 ¨:mTerry Atâ�son
Ïointe2 outOj“ hiý ‡Ntrod²ction :•{rt-”anguage (Vol.•1, oc1),e$he CuÞŠs²»Xnever quÞst‘onedÑim–alt had Úor±hoš°giíalœcharactŸri!ticž,
¡but5›�i–“ ones iŸ p1iï¹in�:wÍre accep„;/kL æ
ñ17 Whe¾ Pomeoneç“b]ú�È a 7avin�heÄisnÇt ï�yi(g a *@ght sho"Ÿ@f¤) ‡f¨he  as ‰eµcoulVŒustgo tÆwaËhardùa€ŸsÜre a¯d xe/ the 
¡oodsTƒoR consid»rXb�+ Sesp.ñHÆ isÒ’à BbY:ång” ånyt6ông.H{ iÔ…sDb`idiz˜nÑ Flai;n’s “ctivit7 “g ‰n 74rtx§t  
Jã8A. 
« %ßer, Languageê „r/th,-azd Logi4 (Nw rk:ÑDo·Ÿr P·bli1atÏons)C p. 78  
ß9à›bië.· p. í7  
2 I–id2õ p. çE� zÔ1 IbiŠ.¤
1.9®  
Mù I½i., p; 94  
V2ž AÆiRe§nhlrWt×? re#?ospe§tiv… c¼ta²gueÛ(Jew»shðÐseu²§ JaDuJšÀ, d967ó writven Òy Lucy Ldppa‡dÍ p. 1kÝÏ
Ì2Ë ¨tUieŽpoet¦y’s usn4of com±]nNlang¨:oe ão ‰tt¨m'tÑºo’H¤y the uÞVayable ïhµ‘Eis problÊmˆGic, not÷Ky ®nåer“nt×probleÏ€i¹¼husT of 
l¦nTuÖge wi}rÄn the cÉnt¶xtöo¨¼artÜÒ2è IroniŸally, ÐaØy of ûh
‹ícêll ™h¯mselves “¬“nceWtuÐ€ Pwwts.& Much=of th×‘€worŠúisgve�WTIimÝìar t§ÊWÓlµeó“de Maria’s Èoœk a] t“isóis n



tñcoincid#nta§; de‰MariF’s w”rk]functions as 75Íkind of “objec>” àûetrCS and hV7in¬ee®i÷s9are vùryýpoetic…
Ôh\*reaû6ySºantshiè@wßrk to þ¶¼n‡ecmen’snl*ve@  ï
26 OpŽ ciˆ., ž. j2  
ˆ 9  È   r

 AïT FTðd
PH1LOSO·HBÿd1ò69)ƒ Josßh Ìksut`  P0rtG1Ä 
 The factzhat it Øa\ recentl˜ becomLÿµasriúnab<e forž4·yFiÙis2s Èhemselves fo beŒsymZD¼hejicÿtQwar’ÀrelÃgion¬§
. .©mark½†thmˆ5hysó%š�[®’|own lkcÛ-9n confideèceøx&cUhe valiVi.  f òheir h-Äot©eseê, w%ich is aIreLction on thi' parœ€òrô‚ÔhH 
antire¯ig¼ous dogmaEism of Â4niteenth-cenuêy soienºiÙ—2, a˜³‰a—Íat ral ou1om« ož thÍ criÜ°A throug§óhich pysic!‰has juÁt pÄAa,>.  
–A. J. Ay£r. . . .¾oFce one hasöunderut.od 8he Trctatu` à\eŒe $ill ýânoãt…mptatpcn i concerë Æneself anyÄ)¿í with •ilÄño/{,î‹hš„U 
isxne+ther empi!i³al?lýke sciÎncÒ n r ¹a_toloæical like mµhepatic#; oH´wÆll, like W|ttcens§ein¨mH ¯1ô ÷baÀdo p#loO¹Ìhƒ, 
whi{÷, astþv/ntionaly undeþsto[d, is r[òed in¦onu1io.  
–J. OŒ årÞ%)n‹ 
TrªditƒoÈa~ phlo
“7hË, •lmos^ Ey defÖ
itÀønNZhasíQo)c:rÀ-d Útself °ith ^h] u¬sûlð.The nea‘lÖ ‘öclusibe !ocus
oîðHhe sa(d by –w´ÜûTeÅE-{enÃ*ry4¾ÖalytiËÜl lÒnguisticBB‚i—³Íophers¼is tÏe sharSføûonteïtion tT.tE:heUu0aid ±s unsaid ¤eÁaMse it  
isSu¯-aµXbO¿. regelia¼É hilo&ophyš#<FeEsen+e!ùnTthŒñn
ŸteeÊth æew#&rò anîm�st›have b‹enÍ¥ooÓ]Žng to a
Õe�ªurW¸th t w°s baÌel
 Ö¹ttðn¼ .ver �umh, the EÏlight³nFent, and KCnE.1øeÂl¶s phÀlosophy¹wasýalso ca¢ùblù of givûngµcov§r for aœdöf³*sÉ6ofkœelžgiius 
belieÉ', spplyinG a^ \ltc»nŒªä¤e to Newt¸ni.¶ àc§aéiÂs, and‹fiting inwB³ t2µ¡gºo:th of/hiwtory ¤s a Visciplšne, as½w}lþ as ac^eÏtin 
DarwiniŸn bi}¨´Çy.2 óe a•pÖabe=óto giXe an‘ac¹eï°a¢še resI˜ution to t?econþl:ctbÿtwee¤—th‹ofDgyand science, asÄwell I
øÀhe reÖut¤of He¦eBHÓ i©flue9ce ³as been tQòt_àUÉPü
t majorèt´ÎofQcQîtmpra3« Õh$l¯op>ers [re real y�li¸tle ˜oreýthanêhžstorians 'f pilos)’py,hLebYarians º·the Tru65,K+o T spea§. 
Wn“�b¾ginx to et the¯impreôxô‘nathaŒ ¢ere W_sÞnoæ?
ng more to b` sa,(”AŽd c`rtainly if one reil·zes eò˜iöôlLc|¤ions f W�½Øã�sÊ�in’s 7hink}ug,vaPîx¬šethinkiT* nntluÈFcedË•y%himáð¶d fôr 
hifE “C<;tinen˜•l”&pZio5opry neeu nÀö ée†ióusly be co�iAerRdÜSere.ù I
 thÛre a re—son fvr th& “"n¬ealityÁ ¯f /‚i�÷ophy in^our )ú—b? ü†×haSs Õñ·s can be ans¿ered LêiZaok·ng;int÷ tX FiffRr$nceubýt¼een ošr 
†i¼e9a~d ohe He»turies§pÞeäÉd”ng¢°sù{IÚ túe [a” mPn’  c)[cluÐio …bíut the;worÃd wkre bfseú on þhe÷vnTorß°ion Þe¶haXêabèuªt 
 ifŽ ô^ specifgcally 
i:×�vï5 emprecisÈï  ÀOn gjneraKly lœketh— rtion…TiàäbØ Ofte[ iâ fact, hà[lg.enes be±we4¾ s�ienc@ and ðilowp<y ^adw?o gÁe~t 
t0a� scie.ÄstÏ and philYs@phŠr¢wŸe 3nšünd t»e same crs9n.(In fat, from tle6timƒ¥ oScT¶ales, ¹ic×ru‹i Héraclitus, and AristotDe to 
Des9arte‰ and Leµï�i.z,$“the grÊa§ =aæYs in  hiTÅsoph’ weee oft[n gre&t¬$ameO $n s�iance as well{”| Th'tðtÏe Ñl¸ ¬Âòpeõceived 
byÁwent£Ðth-entâr75ºÎc?nM©e§is a vËtlëŒdifÄeýent one tå> phe oìm of ¯tj preÍedingÒc£nt¤rl  noÅc ôot berprovtd há¨e. »s it 
poshEleN tµen, that iÔ#¶•fectma¦ has learn-dú\o ãuc"r nd hDs ÂJntelli™ence” iU mu–h,ë«hat aeøÄènnotºbOlievÐ7the reasonæng o4 
tradºtinA ‹philo opõy?×ThaÞ perha“ï he õ²owsUtaoúmuüf a‹ou$d!äe½‰o}l  §ÅÒmake0ãhse k›ndsdof Ôc"usionsK As ‘½ 
JampÈFJYans Ó=s�étaMei¬u ‡ N Wpn¡p§§Ð‹sphy h�s avail8d i¢|clf ofthe resœlt]zofNscõnQ¤, t hasAnft Ëeenáb3NjorèwAng tôe ab’(ôct 
µaœhematcal des¼ÜipdConkµfhtha Úar×ern oZ events,butÑy bgrrowrn4 8he then cu�r nÍ piõtor %l desîÐiption,¡f th<sÝpattern; ¹œus iÎ 
ha¹ n¡` apprL?riated certažn k_owledgŸ 
ut +on[ectures 
T9¼ìeco¦ject_res weºe oftõ° Lo`S enouÍh¹3·ÇªYe ma -Kizeü wordw’ru‹'Áot, as we™nÏw knowÌ¥for;those kátÄ§t` ‘r¢cessescof øazZre 
which co
/ro§ t¡¢ $a£penings 
¶ heƒmÎn-sÄzed C@^Ld,‡and®brincÁus Xea»äCt t the tráeZna/ureoN re <i˜y�5  ¥e c=ntiues ONe cns~quen¡e ofÌ="K is 
thaÎÊèh[ suaûdarU¹pWilosophic°j disc?ss¸on¥ or m¸ny¾„roblems, sucˆÒsÏhosc oí ÛausaliÑì anX free äiÅlJþroÿïmater
alisLrr mentalis, re ‚ased o…‚aOFintêr|reîat¤on ` ¥sÓ |Atÿern oEevents]h6c½ is¼¤o lónge`t=n<bl·¨ ^he scÞ=ç¤ificF©ðsi/ 
öffthe§¼ÁolderÓ!Ùscus7i¶ïehasrbHen
wUghXd
aØay, and withtheirØdšÇÓp(earañÉe hJve …one a,¯—Lh¡ argÇ„ents ... 6 =We |%eætie’h c²Jt
ry b*9Çt in ½ t2ƒB«tPTt couí-µbef€alled “the eTd¡ofóphCl[sWphy`axd Þhe bÇg+ln7n�  f Grv £
# I±ao öo ØÌan thañ, ÒÙ course,ä%t�ictlycspeaÉ’„, bu3 ´at¸er añ®thà ¡ße\>Ýnc~”Æxf theÉs×tatin. {erÜa7nŸy l«„gxistic [hiþosoph can 
SG `"n_idef7d the hÌij ÞoSempi%75£im, 
ut üÜ’à.a p�ilsophy “n on" <eVr.7ƒAnd t¨ere ðs �ercainlrÑa& “arj hend5tion” êÙ ‡rt p¬eltdi¶g DUch mp,9but �¡s otžerHfun˜«áonóoØ 
reasons-to-be a=eˆso:p]onzuncedmtýatŒt¡%abioity äo 
¸B§tioL c2ær–yo-s act UÁmits t  ŽžÍ c+ndi¶®‘n^soödraóticalíÛ Úqaw A�2s onW9ámi0iall® a×t…8 þnfn  mecƒaõasíic s+…s§ is th¶e a 
connection betwe[n pbqÿo_ophy s “hôd©ng”±aäd arÏµòõ§óåŠd¥n¨ng,” but w dontî‹nwÓthiÈ-#ccŸrencá entirÑlyÇc-incid.nWül.þThough 
tñóÞsÌme Úeï‰oes 75ay be reêponsLbûç orýbot= occuyreuces, th>ôÙØnneZ±io” is m‰de¤by me. IÃbringt§s al upòto ana"µze 
artusÒfunctÜ“n and suØsequenty itsµvi§biLit¶Ë An¯ I doÆso\)oEenable¨others o uŽre�sQand-t<e ryasÄninÔÖof¨rø– and, by 
ÂxtIhion,Co]eÄ a²tists’ – arùD ] oell¢to prºvid� a clƒ]er unŠerstand³NgZof he  er Cøn]e_]uÏl artë€– 
7
GH\fjNýT?ON ™F ART 
ƒ_\›ð~ main!qa1äu¸catŽonF\to tˆe XÌser posi iQn ofâpaiÓtimg isA¯€• a©van‹Øs in Žrt arI cerÉ2Înly(Po* al\añsÎµdrÐal nes.õ–
Do•ald„@ùdd (1Ÿ63) 1‰
Half:l7 £Kre“ofŸt…eˆbest nõ wmrk in th� lás.£feO years[hYîòb¯en—ne@U|er ¨ai+inŒÿno sÆul-tureKW–Dinald Judd (1965)  
Everô:hing ÄculptþreTáýs, m:¢work doesn’=
 
–Dona¹d¾Judd2(197·  
,h¸



idea becomÕs a mÆci¹e tót mãkes the a~l1 –SGlw"Witt‰(1965)ÂThe one·ting tª sdy about#A^tüis that ¾t is †neU£hingÉ Art is at-
as‡Krt1and evGryzing elÍù is ïíerythingŒelse.ôAr®Las ³rtŽis nohing $³t#artË§
?A-t¨is notÂwh t Ôs no ar=.ô–A: Æ¶inFardtû(396d) Ü
˜? weani‡Ä is Ïhe us
†<Wit<gens¬ein  šäá mo)e func7‡onal•app§oach �oDthe ‘tudy of co•depts has =enQeÜ toXrep+a™e Üehmt‰od f iRtrjspeVti4£. Instea? 
of aÒtemptingxtO gra0Á 4r desriÚ concep�qÐbarD, sØÊto speaké the lsycuo�ÎBis£Åinv¶sç©ga$bs tdU£wi6 in 
{ich Å‡eË©funŽioW asÚin4rudòÚ»tsÞin öeliefx a(d Ön Þ“ùÞ™nt¹  
76–ÏrÏin™ M¶ Copi  
Meaœ*)ÓX¬a‚wÃys a W¨e„plos�tiÔ‹3ô… functlon� ^
–Œ†ûSeËeqÉtedÅ  
“ s � tøe subÎ¬–t mata ‚f CIqcept[Þleinv[sSigaFionÀ is EhïŠmea‚ingZf ùer‡a›n worés d exp§U¥sionsU– a´ ˆŸ} tŸ¹ th.gs an¿s®tP ofºaùfa�r 
thñm}ælvesIabouý whichíwe talk,whea usingè†hsY w:™þµ&ï9d e–pr(s o]s ÍK
GG.l. VynÚX-g9 \
ThiÙkiòg¥ia ra%ically metap2:riÇmKLG:kag™ byèanaÎogy is iÙ2 onstit enÖ L76w or p.in�iple, its c„usFl Qexus,�si³¤¦ meanÙnúÉÈly
ariseZ thrªÉgG �e—au³al cotexts qy whâch ¯f¸~gƒ!smanXIÛfor (tkõs Ihe pla#e of an�in%YaúcM ofaûso>t. T¾¹tÉvnk f BñthinB 
isÎ²oÂÔa™åŸt a@  á a T
rt (;s k such anGÝVuch)82n"„thae Öasd binds Kn (o¨enl" ‚` mndi7guiseó hhe an(lÖgy, ühc4öaraCNØl,Ät\eómetap.oÌ  c ‹¨pple‹or grÌuny or 
gras] or *r.w²9y wIich l–þv Hhe miŒn ™aPƒò -Gld. It@tèkes)no Óold iì t|úreÕij ‹orhing f»µit to h
u from, f¶! i+s thOnuingtis lheÊhaul, "he atØaction of l„ke¼  
]:I. ¦. =ic}ŸrdsÓ 
ÂIË t»is ™”ätðon (…w™ll dos[76ss the teµaaat¢76n etwe(Öest¼ÐuÍ– a·d krïN#~onsideä‡²r1efly fo4õali¼t 5rt (be¾aRáp „î�il Ç &eOdiGg 
wrop|ÿe"tPofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art)| and asÿÙ/FïtÈa+ at 6 ½…aÜog-usštõ øn?#nlytic proíoôiti©z, an. t%aÎ itæis art’s`ex÷àtence 
aÉ a tauto~o¬ë ghat¥en”bTes �rt tš Ñman�aloof” ”ro p¿lævopqiÅal Ürð&Úmp*in,76{
@ _Ó ØI—It is necssary tošžpšrate‘ašsÑhàt)c:ìMrom art bec®ue²æ?s”heics Áeaµs /ßh Gpên™onu dn†íO§ception of Oe world ingeneral¹ 
Cn‡the ¿ast n> op 3,Àõ½)o+×BŒÑgs‹of—ârt’s functioa w›w}üt: valuÁ as 
efµraÂi“n. Âu any‚³ra“RQof !hilo—áphÃ tha dealtwxthý“bea“tô” and thus
tast¤, w�s iPeviTËbly ûuúy bou>4 þ+ dis7usÖ arU0a$~wel
  
Out ‹f thjs “hæbï”[gre the notionDtaN}t<ereâwasPa concîpíÏhlZcon76ectibn beÌw3¼n &riÔaã a?sthÎtÌcs, whic0–is ¥o
trueÒÖ#i, i´ea ne†år dŠÁ¦icalºy°coöSicteC wth ørtsticAc‡nÀideratio‘s :ef§re*5e*e^tvtÉme, oo” ánl fec¨use ”hµ morpŒolgical 
ØhaÔuøÎeristà…s ofÅvÉÌ peretuatd¾€�he c�n[inuitô Óë thiÌ errÎr, but aªwe>l,76û,cùse]t:e¯a£pa¥Úxt otyer.“f[ncti±ns” o_ artþ(2epictio¬ 
ofÂreléVio6sÔthrfes, eorthaiîÚ»e oWÅa isco7·atÃ, detaiœiÃy oœ arÚhtectur¶á et@.) Œs¼›�art to¯c7v-r ¸pøÖ¦t  Ó�Bhen oNje<ts Vr 
’re5entÚ�øvßthin Üh²cntGxðYo3ù%t (ÍDdÓ´ntµKËÜncentŽ object4 ala8 have’beÄn se:) ‰hey a¶e§a½ eÛiK76bl  #Hr a8
tÎtcc”nsiderýtiônc& are a£y:ébjeò0ˆ n thÆ w™rld, an¶Ïanùa¸sþ†‘ti¼ cWns
drati'n ™f a˜ oÔje˜teai
tin) on the realã of�a•µ ôeans tha·ûÞhöµob¤ect’Ÿ T!B’te¤y” :š funZtîo8iBd in¤an rt ÐonteàÙ îs iÇ¼zÜµvant xo the]e"st&ztic �udYme@t2 
The rel«Íion of£a£s¤heti‰s tí=art ~s not unl¤ke thatBo¹ aet
e§Écs ·o »rc˜]tecture©þnüÏ¢at achite urn has a v=©y[sÙeåfcïL[ncion!Dnd hßw “good”<ts dõsign is i; prim|ril{ ƒÕaDd to hoI wellitpperf"rbl  
åts fun
ti€n. Th’-; judgme©ts on what¸it —ook like ë[rresÖond t” ta=eÂanô ºk ÔMn ¾eeÇt”atÜ
h orghouŸ«5istÏvy di66e{ent xamôlLs of arc3itec’ure aÍH2ÿraœ\ed at diffe2e¶b‹Þimes d3en
ön· on tx¹ aeÅýàetics ofYÏaûticulîr eKochs. Aæsthetic thiykingÓha·å·vûn76one s) fFÉ aW to �ake ½x×»ples of 
§hivecture not|reïated to “ar±” t‰all, workÉMf Qr n (he¼sel�esÚ(¡.g.Ù th  pyrÝmid6of EgGp1— É
Aasthei�ùî·YsideKa ions Òke Ändeed�aýUays ext anHoub to #n oSj ct’s funØtii² or �u¬aÏoO-toi3e” Ulessof›cVurse,«tha™ }bjæ?
t’s r�Xson-to-beLi-„>trictly ¹e>thú<ˆc. ’xEeamplN oÞ a pôrely a²¢thetic#ojqcœbi a dûcorat±vì [b4eCt, N„r EcŸratiû)zÛ pÙùmÑrH 
funcŒion iÿZ“to ´dd somet'ing t‰, sÞ as tçiíke mo”e apllacti4e; adon;éo“nmenÌ,”1ã a¼d this rÆÎÐtes dørectl}÷tItastö  
AndôtFiÚ $eaSs ßs øirect§y tV “formÒ|ist”ÛLr™ and criŸiË•¤m¯11 ForÎalis�ôrä (-ai>ting an  ¶ Ê(‰¦Þ e) is the v@ngua”À oÎ

dxoration, anï, sòrictïy sp�²kiâg, one coÄldÕlea²on´b„y ~sserg�t~at its aµt condition #s¸sÖ minima* å™aýxfor 
all•fuÿctiœnal>pRîp1seEiË ™s not Jrt at allÜªbuÍ p†e 3èe¹cisesWiÒ ¦ßsthetAc›/ rbove all^thiÞgs ClŒmen† Grµ†nbrg ˆs the76›itic �f 
‰as‘e. BehiA¥ Övery oÅe oè íi• dncisions is n aestÝntiÁ¶ÓudgmežoM'wit† thoseNjudgmen˜sÚrefÿeftnngPhis3tas76e  
éNndÅwhÔt wµes h•sŠtasˆe²re½lecte¬Th,«"eriodUhekgre¤u© inba a c)itic¿ tme pDýiod Ï§eal,;fr h›ŠÞ the ifteà.ëÀ How el×e can 
è„eaúcount f½r, Yi¿en ®isÒtheor}äÆ � if ¡hey dav~ any l“šic [o th~m‰a ¦ll 4±Yisdisi8te¤es÷ in Frénk Sfe la, ÍdßRein¥a7dt,þÓed 
ÈthÕrs7aõ;l-caEReåto ‘]s ðis©ü’icÊ¶s¤Àeme? Is it becaºs°ghe is “. . . baxcalll F‡]mYaòhetcdoç øerso$aûl.nexäörôenti÷l ñ\EuÄds”?35Or
¢ in o4heräwSrd, ¨the_r worI§d?esn’Õ¦uit hi tas•
?” Ëut ¸n the¯p(lésophic t„bula r×äa o art, i˜ sLmeone Talùs it_art,” aê þonêWd÷has caÞd½ “Êts aUt” i\ve\ gå™™`½åoÃ<alistDpaiLtinó 
and_sculCture caŒ be g<anted �* “çSçGonaityon, but .n@ö bö vúrtÎe o×dt-e¾rŠpre entarionÄin¢tÉrmü of�™h�ir µrt idea (eŸ”U, 
aDreZtanguöŸrashapÔå can–ûsãsIr´che�ŽoœerîoodeêRsÖòprns 6n�Kswained w÷th sch a}lEsdch cÂlor:Í us-ngTWhch 
andùsuchø#orm76, givin�˜sUcH!nddsuðs a«vWsu}€ exÛerie™e> ¢tc.yô ”f �ni lfo¦[ÂtÛoÇtempor!r 
rt in this  ug(t Wnô rŒal¾"esGah“ minim�l=Ór„ˆtiµe efftrt3töken‡1n th�üpart4ofè� rPaôist ¨rñis�s spJciÌica½l6º and Mll pa�ne@s‰als 
XPòlptormŠw¶Skin1 as`suYÆ ÍUday)Ôgen‰rally* 
76Si] bCiìgsÖus to¾the rea-âzatmžµ Óhatìf�rmaJËst×a¿t ónd c;itiT¤gm(pccepts a
†f ded˜n¨tizn f m-d one tha  exists&sÌlúly .n mrphol™gica; goEns.ßz¯
lÂ ŠÌvasŸ quanV3àX of similadgowking¾o
je¯ts crXimÒ�es (¸r visHally rÌl[tem objec±s -rŽm4Püs) may seeT to b�Çe…atedÂo› »HnneLted) becauûñ³’d ) siìilaity'o6 
visu«~/þxèerõeŒti?l-ŒÕeadinÏ’Û”¤Bne cÆÒnoq cqai< from t,iË úS a°tØstic or con3eptual re�t!oHsh7p×´ì   †„ �'The Xuncôi"n oñQ:rt, äs 
a �uestîon,Twax eö�st ÅaM;76d >yçóa‡c$Úü8c÷aèp§ ,n facê iy·is M7r$el guchamp wÆoö we Zan cr9ditM_th`gä‚µn'‚a¦¯…i-s 
o�Ñ`identity.O(One can ert«Hnly Tee a endÉnc towarô“thiseaµû2i#entific„tion ofaŠ¶t eégánZngóÔitY Ma€µt and Cézannå t:ough fo 
Cðism,j6 ·;¹Öthvir woOks arS ˜i/�d and ambiguos ‘yÃcom)aris¥« with D¥NhGê’s.) “Moder–¨�aFt aÏdÂe work be÷ore ^e$�|5 c2nöctedv.y 
v¡rtue o� t`€irâàor
holog¹ð Another wa\ÊÿfGpÌtting¥it w”uld be t at �rtÁsž“�anguagÓ” remaine¤çthAûs°me, ?ut i‘ was s(ying new hings. She e0I’tÈthÈt ma|



èçc€nceivabtÒ te ret9uzation [¥at<wt wa` Ÿvs´ibl¨{œoö¯soeak anZtherålánguagR” ¸nd stiêlëmMeåsense in ažr 
waW¼Ma~cel(Ducøßmp’i fyrshìunZsÃist:| Ù¤adimade O!
W~th©
he una sistedR\adÚ
mcdek ürt &h4ged ?ts focunÀ1romAtheQform ofthÊlaòñu½ge2t$ what :asÄbeun( ¿ðBd.7?h[c meansÀthat iy ØhanÁ“d  h˜¤nPtureÿof at fº
—mña³¡uµsaio~ oy-ôorph™logy o a qÙeÁtion oh �uþcæ€nû T�i' chaMgá I oSe¥zromu“g¶0
Rr�n¥e¦ €o “
ogc"|tion” – w‡s ¢h5 bgin@ing of “mÝÕrn” ™¨ €nd Œhe 77íìn
øng of conceptRÉl art8 A~…‚a&t {aš/eiÚ
cha©ñ) isç±oncjptJal žinÌatu]ª) ecu,eMaIt ’Æly Å.ˆstsconepäu‡üly ‡ÇãThe “vèlue”\¹f pôr¨iX·arïant[tP afÛer DgchDmp³an ‹â2wei>hed a!
coùúng hë how m8ch tÒe> VueKT#oþed hz n
tôre #  art@’whEch ƒs an‚t¸r uay of say\n— “w4WÚ th:y a¤deû t¶ theØcB‚cÐp<iÉÇ äfŸartŒ o® whav 
asn…t there befor± tËey staríedp ¨rtist¤œquesthon tÇe¯natFre ofèar¤S pr‡sŸnµinw Çe5 pr™positions a¸ to •rt¼sfnz§ure. ALX to 
do$thisƒon{ücannot concern oões¢lf wi¤h theYhandåë-d(wn Ílanƒuake”of 3rÄditio‰a±7ar½, s 8h+> atiƒtx is ™aseddoMßthe 
MssumÏtVonÑWh„t¥þh+re ¤s onfy one wÅyùo}¤œramÃ
g 6tÛ2r6pžsit¾
Fs. BÛt the·vDry stuff » art i² indRedbgrea)l\ òela>edltoïŸcrea_¬çg” new pLo‚osiš:nW  
T� c@ïe VÂ oDNenÁmÎÒj – 
=¶ticRlamGy ¸A refa7�nceÞtÐ Duc›amp 0w^hat obje|tÖ of artIosuch asQt†e H'aÅy-maV5s,Eyf Úovrne, Œ�¤ Sll aY is `mp€ied in 
thi‡JF9re jÞdge
 as objetsÑjlrt inëlater ye<rs‘aµdmthe aètists’ in¼eotios becom 
Å(emÕva@t.+lZch
|nÿartm{nuisÕÇe cÐ’e #f‘ãApr¯%onãe1ved not^Óò¢r:eru}† toge×heÚ n4i šese½sa¹ilñrelaöed factsÖ ThÂ
nt
is thiÅ:¹&stet¯s, as p -aMe pontÔd oÒ',3Ãre;conN£pßu¤—ly~Í#re0Uani tÆ üÌ-  
Thð, k•y hysCc’lUth_>g ca™ bßco Ï objÈt db�¦të tha¤öis tÞ—$èy, cn îe šonsidšrÞ  ZsteÓuw, aesth ticallyŽ›”easÛng, etc."But 
this as no#bKrin” 1nàShe  bect’sgappliction to “n °rt on^ext; žòD 
s, iªYîu�cviningeiŽ E‘,arñ „ö†tãœt.:(aãg·0!i) aÛ%ol¦ector t–ªÚs a÷pai`³iÈg, at“Qches egs, and©u;es ¼” ÜM a dinjng]taùlebiØãs an4Xct 
uÅrilat¿dºIo art o² `he.artisî»becãus,É4s art, tha waáÕ’Ò?t„e;artisX’s intentiok.) ItGis ô~viojÃ ÷øe°Ét°a77U¢rmalist c-Stc)sm’sSre6iÃnce 
ãn ëorõhoƒ:gØAlýadsº–¿essar l„wie& a^©iaÁ towardìêh§ moÍphIlogyÀof tradiŠionaV alów Apd
i=‘thiö :ems tDeir critiùšsm BsÉµ!tOrelted ‚n h “scieût·ficçmetµÂï” Úr any±"B o\ ôpiä (sm Ías Mipha) ŽFJœd,6�iDÒ ‹iÒ detaRŒeµ 
d™sÁriptions `f paitingC'and othðr ÓschalaW¶j”„ºar‘h»rnalÆa wouNz w–nt�œs ™}®belÂeve).÷Fodmalˆst fritic^sm is n mre tÆan an 
analysi^äÞÔþthã phyÑicaŠ a tTib÷tQs áÕ ømrz˜c`õr�o×$eSts %h¦t hèpp7n t–Äexist i1çaum®rp(ol‹gical cõnØÛx-  ent 
ùhisÝdo¥sn’t¶dLÂany k@owledaº (bÕïZacts÷ Zo our uh¶úrs2aéýing of the‰nature or f3nc–ion <f¤aòa. <nfÛnÐithbr do¢6©iƒ2kîm¶enš 
on£whet
er Zr not ‚heqÓjectqyanalyzedxkH…everè
<rks$#º ÓrW, i< ah‹t—for´alist Hritics olways ¨yˆasÇthe conÔŒpÜual egumeät in woßks of aî5.áxachl¹ why they#do’t¶oõenton tû cohceD
—Gal elHïebt in$¤orsf¾Ft i¡ precisÏltSÙ‡’au�e¼formgóist ar‰ is only a9t b• vitue íf i«Øes
mblaÒŽe to øarlGeÐ worísäAfÃaˆ. ¹t’sa mindleOs art  Orzas LucQ Lipæard ¤Û sþccin÷tlbcdÏscric‡ &²ˆ‡s O¬ðtÝzñ’s pêintvgs:rŸhs’re 
§isua® M)77ak.514 F‡rmalXs4cri6icsžandÁór8i-ts alSÝÌ do noS †ueÉzi™n¶t!e Éature of a+tPübut a�rI-haôö said eU
eNhere: BeiÍg ÍnpaYtiet n©w mxans tê question thvnatue of art. g_°ëe iç quÏstio-ˆDg »h8 naùu³eÖoœ©paintûŒg, on. J~nnot Óeëq*e›oni| 
th¯ ntgr{ oÆöar»ý Y¨¿an AÁtist Ÿ¶j)tsLpa¦vtOng (™r w‹upture) h«X�s acept¶ng the tradJtioF tÒat goes ñith×it O„-l’s befausmátüeoword 
erE¬és{geã¯åa«aßd t@%omd Œ,ojting'iá¡peÇifiÙŸ ¼¶i–tungQ © kiI´©oá amt2ƒ
êw yQu make¸azntingHryou”a†eYalready a‚-epting (notvŸE±stQ/ni©g)Ôthè na¥ure %f a{u. On' is th0ø ac½e ting thß*ntur of Çrt 
to(¡e¤t©eároï¶aY týaditio†–of aTpFin›ing-sulpt‡ie [iÝotoky.15AT™¬ strongest objecFµonson caE r«…¡a˜<instÙa moWËholoical justi¦c…tion 
for%tr†Ú÷Wional a�t is thatÌmhrIhŒlo—icalnÍtÊo†s of*asõ úöbod4œan iipled � prio‘i›conceðtÊoÿ ar77’s/possibili
i¯K’ Aÿd such C a§piÊr? co„ó¼ptof the9nsóu’e¨of¾aIœÙ(as 4¬p±ateùfr'JsanFl—tic·ll) fr|me£Varàpr‰pãsition‰ o¶Û“wor°ƒ” wh`choI wüll 
ªs“uss lat}¯r makeÊ it  inœred TÕ3PiÛi: imposüible to ques–ion th ¬Õtuûe of art. nd Nis UuestionžngÊof ¨he naSure fg rt\ÿd a 
¯eryi©portantÂ}onc/4t Un understaD–n‡ theófunµtêon oâ aÉt  ¯
   ñ    And¹wHtúholds ðrye forêDuch!mpÅs+„rk applëes aW w}ƒ-÷o mosNbÉf çQe„art£aftev h2.F¦|ÏotÄeI`wþ'ds, t
Ùvalue o[?±-is� – orGinÂv÷ne– Çs i›• iea ñ1 $heßre�lm ofíar 5 }ot tY¶øphD@i‚aÙ ¸r HÕC-aT qS(8iies ¯een²in a Éaecöfic 
pÙin{®nò nr tTn´parÂicuZqrizæiíˆ(Wf$cert*+xcí›
rs I‡Óý77Žes� orætèeFe…colqus?¹nd shåpes…are Ùhe atÜstlìnguage,” n‘ ¯ts©mü™ningÔco�cepÿuaélM as art. TB lõo! upon—arLâb:st 
“wasteÄwork” nzw¾a¦ŸCµt i¬ nonsensicÙÇ conc'pally spe/king, as far aoGart is c;n$UrnldX (That \isual invoxma,iow tGat ²jµ Tnique 
inÂþub{smáÌ Ïþœguage has now bePn îenerallÜ absoøÒed 
nd Þ.îþa lot<to doš¼t¢þtheãÑay÷ån�ch÷cG ¢ne Teaòs ‹tŠ pã%nti¤c “(ingùiscic(ll€..\ß$.gµV
hatra ðu£isQ pa€@ti2g mea©t exÏe°im’neallyÊand¦cÖtceptïaÐêy ˜o¿ Óa¤ŽêGe†tñude St;…n, is ‘eon® ÷urÏsp®cu^Ò÷i^ø be}auŒe�toe 
Äam_A‚:int¦g theã“uùŒnt” sþme²hing �©fýe®enÈdthan%it|7¦Ësˆnow.]) Û$eúênal
5‡1now Šf anHorbg1naÿÞCubzstAp¬iniSd is –CË unlik�: iá moÆg Ô¤®gektŽ, =n orÉg¢nalUanusprip| by LÈ°dgBr‹n, or TZe pirit of St
 Louis 
s×it i#see©^inCthÝ–SmithÏonMan gnsqBtu$9oä ‘
¿n~ee9u Òusecms fiyl tsÂ=Reõ\ samT uÈction as the S$gøhson˜þn‰nýÈitu6[on – W0yCels would ëhÔ#JeuÚde Paðme wi«g›of t·• 

oRvr vxhibtt CézSn“eãø and¯Va> ¤égh�stpa|ett®s/§s ¨HoudlP Ås they o Ohe)ü pailtnuÕ?¾ œct„Ÿ
 worŽs oû ag
 zre¢ittleoã?r� tha± hi3‰ori’al curiosiAieè. As ftr . art3is cü¡c˜rÍed Van Gogh’s Yain+i{¦| aDek’x wor£q ¥ny morŸ th÷~ ¡is {a6»öëe Ws.?
Theyfare ‚th “üÏllectoƒ’s ¸tms.”Þ7VAt ²`iJ‡s” throgskinflue
HÖAg )ther a_t, �F ŒV exsting a“ KãqÓphysical äesiàue ofÎaÒ a[tist’s ÿdeaÂ The‘reasoŠÖthân diféeSent aœistµ from ˆhe pasttaKe 
Öbrou¦¡t ±Œ°es Õgain isËbecùuse ÷oe •specÄû1fˆðhÁÅr wor«íbecomes @us‘ÿle” Ô ~ivingáa¿tist(. Th=t¨Æere iÎAn‰ Ìtr0†h” aî ¶o
?haƒ artDis ÿeemÒ qite BnrZaliƒÓd  f
Whqt Is the fuqòßiol o'årty oÞ tÕe ´aaure‚o™ aºt~µI”–we contiWue�óur"ÕIalogy cf cŠÜfÆrm¿ art îèÏež ùs|$e§M) 
art�sÞi5ngòþgŽ‘oneLcÇØŽrea4iethen ’Ñat  ¾orkòoG artá�s a knd 1f pço-os‡t n pre1en×ed withip›F¹eÒëonÊextÕUf art ›s-77 c¨mmeWt 
Qn ar‚º WeIQanëthenŠæB fuÌther ón¨ aÎa½yž±Ø\h types of “ëropositÞoëâ.( æ.íJ. —e’| evluatNSnæoÞòa0t’â disPiÆctioH b_t1



en analytöc¸a6d¡
µþ'h3Ùic«b� �r‚ulËto Ès here: “ ëprcposo¹ion isòanalútÎc|w™en itvaÌidity;dÝpendsm�okeâ.on ª¥ex²˜fi§“i¦“¤«Åf ]he ´ymbo9·]Þt conta§n, 
a�Áì‰n†üetic(w¤e‹ itª va-i¨ity isydÐtermin+d b÷ th¡ fa®t’îof‰eCperiníe.”1J The aÊalogy I will TttÅmpç tÉ mzke ½78þDní UetweeÇÀth 
ar6xÜonšœ‘on þsš th conditÕon ofÚthe analyticðp]oposi\ion  >níthaã they d¦ç’t Àpp¶z¥tâ be #elie able as aØthing;esô, or beUaboÌt  
anythinz (ot´r thanagt) the for²s of_
rt nosA lea(lEëfÊn6.lyžrefer©ble onˆy ñ¬ ar† h²ve bee5 orºs clYsest to °nBët%cal �ropo§žtions®ï�
™ï×ks AŽÚ]rt ‹reÚý¥aJyt)c propoÒi5ioŽs That�¥s, ”f vieweÅ wih]n theirècontext XA aäý – the� provi˜�˜n% énf rm”%þon wý+ts%üv<b 
bo¦tka:y @attcr of 
¼ct. A wVrÌ of a©Ý is j ta«toloºy�in nh¿E it is a crese
a�Ÿon9of the artûst’±9int«tio=,ÖthEt is, hm is s`yÙng ÊhÔ‘ hatwpprtic(
mÅÀwTàk
cfÄØÛh¤ûñ�Nl^, chich mean£, nsa aefim06iƒ o9 art. T…usÞÂthmt Ít is art isStžÓe a p{Pori (wÌic is wh9t Judd m78abs when÷ße st¨tes 
t}~' “if someo:e c~Þls it ar_úýit’s \rtŽ)  
IndšeP, it isònˆarly¹im¤osçÛbl» ÄŠ 
âÚc—ss·†rt ‚n ,½neôal DÑms w hoà�ta±kiÏg in tauto<ogies – fûo tµ-tøemOì tBâgrabpH Brp by†any fthei
“–aôdle„i« erely to›ocus n tŸothpŠyspecá or q7&lÔty > the pro®osi´iâ…, chich is us-úllyb@)releûaŽtÀto tÖe78rworpNs 
“art�coêdition.”@On¼¡6egins!no âe«lizeºtga}Âart’õ JarXõcondition” is§Ðcos&eptuaã ¨tae. ThatÉtM5 Xnngõag¨forls that the art‡ˆt 
fraæ¤† his ðõo®ositioGs in are oste“©“‚ÿivate”ªod¡s o( languages is aD  ÃevitÏcZ outcom¤†o µrŽs¸fr+ndo‰ fom ÎorphØlSgfcal  
µÆnstrÎ¸tioøsh and^®CbfoQlow¾ fo÷¯this Ú7ètÙLne Æas tûObe fCÛiL&ar)witž coNte¿porary art toapÅ9ecaùg_Ot‹abÆßund¡rsÊ

²d it. LikewÕse >ne und<r×Kand# w¢ô¾t/€ “üaR inOthe stree” is intLlerµ7t to §rtis¥iý rtÁnd a±w‰ys¨deman
L {rt òn a or¶ditional “Ì£nguagl.+›[A,Y one Bndørstanû÷ w~y f˜ m”list art sells “likI¨h¤ taÒrs.!ì 'nl™ in paiÓtißgqand s¯uIp uÏeÁ('d the Èrtif's  
µll speakW,he same languageFdsha¤ais calleç “Novelty’ýcW”‚bXdh, fórmlistq7iˆ®oåen toe0Pttþmptto ÙinU ne lý¯÷uagesm althè$öE 
a\nÃD lang�ag˜ doe'n’D neces<¹rily me9×…the fraJi´g›of n¤e”àrÃpo~iÕio@s: e‡gÈXMmost k?ne{ic q|Ìêe'ecronic art  
A4oÏheO.ò�y Þf statFng9 in rlatiÆ to ar, whatˆAyerOÞssert$d@a»outÉthe ýƒalyt¼c meth€d rºà¹he z—^text Ô¢¦„ang{cg ÒouÊÕ be 
t�Ò+Àolsowingq T�nLvþ7idŸt¹ ê` aŒ�is2icÁpRÖposi�¿o¥s is æotÝd™peâden¹ o«any «mpÚ ical} 
muchÚlesý°nyqVes'hætic‡p�esjp÷o;ktion aúout Vhe nýtÂre Ù;tÒi¨s. For thÈ )r¸Å«t,™
s Rn a anystü is n£t þÞrettl@ TDnc4rpeµ 
ith th± lfys“cal�ÀoopŽrtie# ±f thinûò. He is@concerged o†lywwi¬µ t9e wa '1) in (hich yrt"is 3apa¾lmDöV concep/ualFŒrowth 
andcþ2ˆ.howzCis±p²oµlsiÚioKs aeícpabÚe%1f¸…Ágºcally ìïlloúinC+that grÐw-hW19O    ½  ·PÇre 
ExpressioniIm,çcoxQinuingŸwith°ky�rösœ‚¬¢ms, cou†d ze½c6nsižeéRda suŽh8iAsse·tence78whch íonsñöç
d âf dÁXonsfrati¦e Xymfol�øwou
d ©ot³express ?genuŸne proposit+on.ÈIt 7ou†dobÄ  mere£Œjîculaíio’. n nO Éay Éharach·r¤jþË£itüat t# which it�was\supposeÞ tÔ 
ref×V.” Ýxp1‰sHonËstqworks!78e usu Á y sucÔ “e¥c¯laNion&”*õâe+entŸd in thÌ m²rph†ßogical language of traditio¢al art.¾If Polloch 
i��;òpokja�tÀiP›{s buca)Ðe he pai~teB on loosežcanzas·:õ§ivontaå‰y)tØÖt�ž blo?  
>hatãksnÈt 9áco¾šÔnt is tha³h± l(t½ p78z-ñOse dNippunds Ùker str¤tc¡s,a³qëÇunð Áhnm Qa:al–el to the wÍ,.a(‚ xt!er w6Ûds ¨‚atzis i 
1ortênt4ðªzârp¸ÚK‡what oneCbrŸngO to iI, not o÷e’s ad¤Ÿio‰ of what w>s ”re´eouÐl× e¼•sting›) W¾aÖRis NBŽn!la«s«iúp#štantSto 
aÀtVis Po]ôoükˆs Što©s oé “self-e#âre#ëiÑê” Åeau¿ûîthoseŠkinds b> èÌ€jectÚve »e»µings arNus‡lesó¬to8an÷One otÁOr thaM those 
¦nvoÔvedšSit¬~Jim&pqrona<ly.×AdZteir “spc)fic” quality¼putá;÷ùem outside PÒ•ãrtä| cont•xt 1
ì“I do nŸÜ íaie ar, RVch›’µ Serra sas, lI áð en«aged<nCnyactigitû;Èi xom²o‚e a tsy7o caïl78iö artaþtßat’s§ºi¯ bÛsVnes°,œb t¾itÇs n
t up to më àŠ decide ‚ažt ThauÈs llgigured µ_t at$Ö.” ²erra,×¸hJn,'isNje/y €Ìch/awarÀ ðu�he implicat¬ons of0ÈÈs work.}If Serrà 
iÕŽinMeed just “fig¶ring out§w×ax ea@ ÊoeV”'(gravitationaçöy, äòºÔ*u�¼<¤õ eÊcƒ)s wh~ sÊouldâany6†e thMŸ, Bf ig=as art? 
IË;¾ebôo?sn’t tak; tGe resåU…sžbility ofhit being art/who zan^µor¢sÁt
l|? }i<�work certaošyWapˆarsStn Œe empiricüþl7Ãve‰ifi blem Fad 0a+¹do, —~d be Þ£dnfor, mhnyE\hy|ical2actƒviÿhes‹hDnotselfUthit 
does>!nything‚bït )šadŒuâ-intoìa diaßogu± aboutwtAä�Dvßuae,œf artÂFIn a çen¨  Õe? Xee¤s“a‹prÀmitiÂe. Hep";s no idea Ãou% art. 
H@w i}fit tXÎnºth«t÷we knoAåa ´t ÂÒis a/tivÔty”™ ecaBsHùhe has(òPQd ‘sÔô¾ùÿs vr�ôbyhi% actÒods ašteën“hie ctÖvi0y” 
hasƒtškenplace. Thªj Ís, by the\fa6t khaò -e isìwifh several gaL§eriÿüT «utsã+8e phyhÚcal r¨jidueŽo8 Jis¼c¦iv¼§% iºXÉu'uì+(Ýn�¡s§|Ms 
0hemátoça¤t collLct¦fs – Ñ« aå We ha¬e ‹1nte†|Uut, ’¿âlectors are irrsl{vañt ƒ:Lhe€“clôdVtio¡ ofèa2t” où a•woBkç  
£h8®'Pe ª*nieÂëšÀs áorý is art ¢¦t plÞˆs the urtist is moreßtµafAjus, Orparad,xn Ø?¤rañsecretlH feels thj “Yr©,˜od” is rr©ved•aÅ 
em“irßc{llA. “îÓ§, (ˆ A…er has ssat(dæ Theíeáa³e no ñbsolut]Vy c³rÜax empi¦ical ¾rohoæii×¦s½It is Snlc &¾utodowie th˜ÑÃ�ücerpï{n  
EHpiFic›l¨quËYKiCs 're ³ne an( áll £yÉo he?es, which m{y be onfime <r di)crµdited’:n ac xa×µsgn'V x„e˜Þence. A4 thâ 
p?op¹xÙti-Ã inÉwi½Åm»e ýpcrlPu observationsÂhat vµ‰·fy theseÝhypotheJÏýæPretheæse•ves XyˆotÒe™ep w_œch are sbjecl tƒ 
tho}�•Åtof f§rt eß>©ne experiøn‡*.¥Th;süther; is ní f‘n€l propositiinf°2 Ié o…her Žordsš úhÍ4;–oÚ¢siþ×ons Ò*Äart dre noB ëàcF†hl, b:t  
Ìnguistic ¤¦6cha�acéer [�t,at is, th d¤do¤\Žt dcs¼¾ébe the beàav”or)4f pUysicaó, orùeveÖ íentMleobâejtg; tþBÖ Ÿxpr-sìËyefinitiºns of 
artè or tXe X…äm5È [ons©que1ces ofâÒfiÐ÷�ons˜of Îít. Ac�ordyn4vy,n e cÙn say that ®r �p‡ aÍˆs ^n a�—žgŠY.Bto— wx ¼Žal] s�e µhat 
tö+ chara`tyriÇtÏc Þrk¤¶f a AurÁlž lãgE*a ônuirymi`¡that it Hs convÒgned witht%e<fÜí�aš Con-çquencusìoS]ourpŸ»FnitÇžÏss(0f_rk) 
an“³ot wimh-u9¤tioús of e-pŒri\al fact—0¥To -mpe"Ú,Qwhàt ¬rt h¢s inæcommon w9í‚$
oÆrran© õth&maHics is that h4 is« tigÿolo™3; i.”.,>thÂ “art ide§”Uýo¥ “work”)¦ao %rt Sry èheîsme and ~«* b, °pYre
(¤Í1+Qah vr@ ½i
houtgoi=g vtside ¤e conøexêofkar-�fÉ– /âri)ic—tHon 3
On theY(therˆhan-,fjetÇus conside¸ ¦ÌY arŒ cnK¦t 
e èoñ hÅs di©dicuŒyÞP�e ÌpÑ att[pts(t< b‡) vÀsyõtKeti1 ÄÈoóosi)£oÓ.!Or, t$Èt iú to)say,whenÇtÈe tluth or fGYsiÔy ofmits,æssïrRioÝ 
i¤ §ÖrÞ6iœ
€e on empirica§ Xr¾unË¤  
AyÈr st<ts: ü‡. . TÎe Nriweri£nï¤y whUch Üe’€eùeÙmine+t.e öalÀdity Ff aY
a£piorH or sVÌ�yÌÎcalÝproposi~ion ª?noï slffcGeAt t¸ deter:inK Th¨´Lalidtywof“an eípiE¥cal orÜsyn·VAt‡cj«Žop¿qit›Òn‹ Fo9 it s 
cha1acte›istic ofRemÆiµic l prªpeRi÷iÞÝ thatÒthõir vxªþvÝ½yÎi– not #ugely formö_. To say–‰haäU geometrDca— prÕpÛsitio¶, 
orûa sstem «f àešm÷trical prfp1ðiJi¡ãs,ú5fa…sK, Šséto çaÖthat itei
 se^f'iontraW+ctTr]vC>u) an eLpisi/ažÄpto{oS§¶$ocõoÆb"£xyst©f v—piricalºpŒo%÷sitiUns,pCay be fr
e fromûÌontradi¶tion anºsk¯ll{bS Ölseö I· is²s�i– to be Áa5;eº not Å“c¶use t i� ‡ormallÖ deùeótive, àut Òeca¦seC[t ñailsØ“j 
×atiÎ’yDsome)mžt+©i° crit\iínã21 T×e#Nnreaüit= o� »rUaõóstic” art :s duz (o its �AaminfasÄ,–Ñr plopo�tÖœnUincsynthˆèic ˆerEm: oneZi4 
alçays t}mvªe} toò�verWf¿þÅ¼he píÐpo6ition+eepwrÏa§ly.hRealX<m|s³synt¸tjÁØstate does&nî‰ br–ng one¤to a ôú'cuxar='ing bëËk 



i©$o ä üTlo8Œe w\th telCrS›r fraˆ¹w¦r( of q¤est ons aöoÎ Ãhe nYt re ¿äart (a o;F <heqqor˜jof PaPeKch, Mond-iaO ™ol8oTR, R«inhardt, 
ZarþyÞRauach“tÊNrê, J§4ns†"LichxeÞtÇin, WaAú>ln—0qd�e,AJu:‹n FýÉ“iÑe Wæt , Mor÷iÎ, aêd otñers), but ratjery oíe is"flg´g outÞof 
arÏd%'ÝorbÚ”GintÐ tÍË“©`&iûite sØaLe” of [h¨4wmìn ¤on¦éton  ˜
     H  ØhatXne ¹inds all t¼rogh³ut the wriýi ·s of Adi,úi†G¿rdt 
s thisÙvery sqmil<rNtmes¼s%é 
rtÛasƒartR”Înd-ÉaÑqÁart6iÐ Glwa´. de�d, ÈndðÀ ‡Qving’¹Òt is a deceptiªn2ï RwBnhardt¹haZ avÂryEclaæ ideaeibout Phe n°[ure of—
rtõ andæhis
impoÉance isé£
B
fomqrwcog³z5d ß
BecaseÒzors A« art tgat av02’ c`siÀre®r…ynthti’ r3poi:iØn¿ arè !erófiablO b´ the world,5t-¸]Ûis tosåay, ko undeqstand th„se-
p‚oYositi—ns½8ne must leave ¿h tautoæogiwal-ik¸Òfrt}Hwork o9 Ært®andêconaider “ o0tsidï” information.¤Bu»-ÚÉcoÑsidþt i× a¥ aÖt qt 
i— nceäsary toianor²mÕhis same utsie {0fo¸maKmI/beca<se o;tsie inf‡rmatioï g:xp„rTÀn³i´qwq¨Â§r®es,î‡oÅ*oŸeü has gªs Âwn intninsÐc 
wñrYhë 2nyöto comprÄÍønd åh\s w¤5thboe doe ¨o¯ nee áa stÜeâof “art†coniito»:” Fr‘ 9hisóiøÁÅ UsÐ¡ì r2ali' 
hat at . viabô¤itÄ Þs �Ðtconnect=²to
the preseGtaVo ofÜvisualµoor o^heœ) kiŠds of PxRerieJce. TŽat V anzma I3€v¢ beeÇ one J
aud‹„§ect€aneouT Æu-ƒÁionaÕin `he p°eced E/qGent€âÎˆz is /ot un[ikely. AfT>� all,m•n ineven¨the~ineve‰nth Äentur’ liŒed “n a éãirly 
tanþL3’^z;÷ ºsu0en¦i™onm¥ntz T‰ˆt�is, \t ws írdinaàily prÊÚiÙt”bl
ó�� to ‹hæt hewou¸d bþ àoming 2nBo éoè„a ¹ wäth  aàåaf“er5ú™&. Hi@ visÅ2- eËviroÝment in t-I pArÉ ofëthe14orldÊinZwhich h live79 
²ñs fúi˜ly±cons¥st=nt. I6 ouž tim[ weöhave  nÌÏVp·<ientiaÍlh rasticÿllj rîA¤Vrôez´ronmtn˜¥ One ca79bfl³ ×l` o�Ìõ ShU˜eaüh inµ &ptter of 
âœuusa$d79day t n"t months. W ÞavgÞ>he cinÊÊaÆ µnd œæOor tlevUsiÑn_.as×weÎ asÒthe ¡DnÁmde spectacpeÀÿfthe l0ht$²o9 
Las VeúaÉ '2 the À1yscraßeÔÝ?~ Nµw±York Ci°‘*TLeÔhX|e”worwd i =tµ…[efto ¤e79ÔÀ~L aÆd ðhÓ whol"´world caE watc– ý�- w}lk on 
“ûe +8on†årom”Hheir ÄÝŽi#g ro‡ms.Ñ’e©taä¤y ÿ t,or objects(of painçi1g6and sculpture2ca>not÷be¤eGpecedtð¢c^mpete eH×eien`iall]  
w¸tthis&Ü–ÓeÆn¯Šô¡+ ífõ“u]Û” is r�lÄvant toÂrtÎan2 its “angua~e.” áeßÙÄly}ehe
boxÕor³cu1eòf¾r
 has beDn@ðedOa!greatÒdeal wWt0in hxÏ1con"»Œtêo< aáP. QTake fér ¯nstancþ it(ÄÊse bs Judd, MorrHy LeWi(U,ïðnaden, 
m-hhþgBeŽ¦,andMCracken¬f n^Ü evenLmeO”iüinVth‚öquantHty of b¯eþ Dad cuses h-t4cÑme üŠter.) The B)föeÀHncm×tweµ• 
a‡˜ tä¥ var�o! 'seáÕ3ƒ—th„häœ‡ or cuÈÖ®fq�m i1 §irbctö˜…r_lated to ¦heŠ79Zf"erences ;n th Ën‹entionsñof th‡ atists.'Fòr,jeÝ 
aC™i¾pørtiJâlaklë“see� ¥n Judd’s worGªthe :se of¤the bÓx or cube—fÙrmWill1stÑates verÍ,ell SÎñ%eDrlieF la£@.t¤at an o·e¬t Ý onxŽ 
årtÏwhe´ pla?ed in tLe c)ntext°ofQaAt  
A 7;wyexample‰ âi¤l p)int »Þis &u3.hOe Óould NyÉt«a\ iÁ Wne†o¥á?u)d’s bx fors was v]en fiKl“ddith deûrÄs¤ úeen flacedA¿¨ a‡inÔust
ial sTttinZ,or {ven m

elë¨seen s³ttin
on a w¬|ÕRŽDornºrf it wfuÎ� notøye"id-©êúfiÐdšwithLSt. It vþllowsóthenïtñ|t unde=stnŒÊng¯an� c‘nsVñera~i§Ê ï° {t3s ÕE artwo˜Z 
;¹anecessË7y Wpriori to vieÒing ýt %nÏodeQùtoh“see”àiz as’ì woËk ef
- t. Aµvan_e-in[or<ation aboutmthe¨cÌncept oÅÛa‘t Vnd vÔout a artist’Á co:epts4i 4necessaeyLˆ the *pprc
aZÉonFÞ{d Ûnde‡s:Ènd÷n oè$con†emrorary a´t. Ány'a‘dPall Èf —h‚ p“ysicaCÅatt|FÞute› (qoa>Ktqe¾â of coŸtem¤§rar` åorÔs, if c 
{siderå´ separatêÌrKa@d/o™ ��ec/€i)a¦5R, ¸re irreýÄälnt to
te ÝrL c9ncep£. h6�aWtõconÛ×ptJ4%s‚JddXsaid, zhoug1 ¥v diªn’t ßÊan7it this way) must né‘consid9r›�it its whˆle´ 
To cþÓsider0Ø h& cept9s¤p‡rts ,I(invariubly»tW oIW-Óer a¢ecRs t7atrÙO9 irelpvant tgUtsµarý ÎoÛdi�i Ì – Ir lEe rBakinÞÄp
rts o
 a definition¢ 
ðIt £omes€as ¡o Ü?"¢èi½e tha the Ür¡�withµthÝ lFast`4ited `ZÆphol�òy Ôs t ú–m:lßRfrom hich we decipherÞthe na�ur�of tö$ 
Ûe(eral·ter:#“a
0XŒzF#r Áê»ŸG therˆ is a càøtÔttÌexi¡iná�sepÐ)aÊel  o its moœpµolo`( ZndücMn6¬²tïng of išs f*nctDonon>µisŽmBre ¦Žk³yÝÊt fiQd 
ResþltL�§…s coZfo¿mYg+an‹ pÞedictÄbÄt.§ît=iD7Æ¸ modeEn79art’s p¹ssesion of  “�/njuage” zœthat³eshort†st ! stor ôhat „he 
plausibilitk of ÜceÖab›ndonment of Åþ Hanguage” bÁcoÇes mUst Â;sribèe. It ¢Å ïÓderqt©nµableËthen thtt 
h art‚tMa cam6´out oÕ We'trnàpê)ntin' anP†scuptur½ isªtGe°Ýost enïgetic, ¾ueätioning(oú its nature), and Ó*evl4as  assumÈng oBall t
%e ºeWerLl 1rt”cocerÜsï In_th9 âiUaw ~nalÂsis, hÁ§ever,%±l: of the a¤tsIve#buêFnÄ?iÃ
gß£s.ðiw’  Êerîs) a 0¢mi!N” òesembºaz/e  
Oe ©`h¤ vriogò›quaòi;iesÞrÌlata–l to aÍ àart Ðodi¶ioYºpo7sesæ<d by p}evyó the novelÝ the0CineÂ~Î X´?tuã
tre, and Ðari.us ÷ÈZñs of þusiï, et.Bis ä[ítTaspuítgfLthem "¨}t ‚eliÛble’to  Þe fuñžÊ]onoofÛart ½s¶ç(serted éere  
5Is npt thedeclibe oiÐÎoštSyÝ‚elþtaAle to the‚m(jed�metahrNi•�#fom p5etry’� use of “c·mT5” languane_ah an£arN äangÆag?24 In Lew 
York ”he lSs• ^ecaëenå stages oe petry caq be seen ‚n th˜<”oçe by{“Conc³ets”�poetÏ recent¿ytoíaŽd™Lhe Àse of ±czÓãl objemtO -nd 
theatŽe2ˆ79Can it|°e that they feelßth‘  çreality of th¦GN t f¦rm?\   í   Còe seí nÛÌ t3atthe$axioms ofa geím‡try vrF1imp7y 
éfinit�ons,âandËthat the·Êhõorems -f8aùgeomet»y ar%6simply the log8calcnseqÁnceXvµ thesS nef¿nit¤on@ò A eo{et-y isHot fn 
itÛelf ÿboýtQp79ysi:algsq¶<e; iQ ´ts lfž¢t cannot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anyth]ng. Butcwe cG° use a weometry ä• rsšPiÑ·abouž 
pÓÛ6iQal s®aceÔ Th‘tP»s fo²say, once we avÜº-iSn the xio"sõLÇphysi|ºl iºterpret
tionP we canþroceed 79o aøplç the tÛ¥or]ms
‹÷øtÈÎ ˆbj#c¢s$Mhih \atisf� Â
e �xiêms. Whut
er ³ geometUyu‰n›bè Ççp1¥ed tobthe c¼ua� pœysicaltÀo¹ld ”€ Yot" is n°¼xpÙ…Òéal quòsÍi\{which falls outsid' ¬Le ¤cope ofAgeûmºtry 
itselfz Áh6rg Âñ n‰ sens‚, therŸfore, i ˜k)n†º�*�chEof©the–variout geo>|triesØ�nûF to us •reFfals: and whi¤h2are trà. S¤}žüa- a² 
they[reæall{freH from Ë#ntrdictið.ü’theyTareðall  rue.à=h/ p‹òpoi"iƒn whVch st©tes th†M¾a×cÅrt¬in a!p[icÔte(ÖHo¦ a gemJu�y ªà 
posi#[ehi¹Ïnot itgelaòa ÂnŠpçýitvn}of th¦t+ge3Æeëry. All *hat thñ geomtryƒiisefºthlls us is that il°aîyzhi
%Ícan  ürnuÈ}t '¢derÊt
e d¦finineŠns,µtÔw>l› a²˜\†La£isfy &he th9ÜÐemÂ.ì®t ¡s tÝešåfore‚R pureµò lag©îw] wy™em, anWç:ts prÖpo²stioÕþ ÈNØ¢Aure!yš 
al¼tiâ ÇúopÊi™ivns.#FAý ´. Ãgr26 HcrŠèhHn I prop¢se 4estÇ øhe õ½µ«
laty ofÐPr9. [n aÊà:g¹ßÌysn tradÐtionL� á¯6·osR§hØ lsfunrÚalýecEseŽoÌ£Øts assumJtons,tartSs ûRiñcy î¢ ex¤št will de.2nÔúnñt $cl^ 
% it@Ún/ùípF!”
rmjng Ê–�rvice1– aÊ )nertai±ÿán_, visÿCL¿(Žr ¾theC):kxà“’ÚencÓ, or deroraõêof – w�ic³ is„{om�thing easœl7 Ìepaced by -itf#h 
uÞt—rÝ, Bnd te^hnology,fbŠÂ, r4her, itJxSl/âe-aiÇ #Ýabl0ÜÂy O©t Mssumçgµa ùhilosop˜‚ca stance  for in r¹s”²•IquM cha:aÞˆer is the 



caacity to remwU%¹aloof frùm ¥h{l!sodhicïl uÀPments}“It is ¡n thi* ¤onŒªxtòhh(m Wrt shareÛ sii-a(FiesíJith loëis, m:thematács,3=d, 
asúwellP~scie=f±.ÒBu! whe°eÂs tht otCer edeS—§rs a8eÙu¤á“ìŒ,å¡rt is not. AYt ind4eO eáisÐs for is
on
Úa…e† 
ãIn -hi• period of_oõn, after 
h lâs~h7 fndr÷ligio”,‹aÕtFmay Îdssibly beío+ eMd”¨vor )ha± fÒlfžllœ íhatïano´Fer aDe might ÿve "alledÔ“mTn’s s$iµÆáal ne˜ÚñKr¶Or, 
ayb•ÙCr iay .f"putting 7… might beñtÃatGar dãals analoÔouDyxeiðh³th¢st¥te80onŠthPngs �beyoÚd ph§s�cs¼ wher§ philosoÇkÒ hœd 
t$ maÊ° ass¤rðion
. ènd}-Ht’s strüng,LÁis tIat eve…ãtµe pre(e:in— N5n¼ence vs ov asseÑtïmn/ nç 4Á~nàt Èe v…rNfi d by art� 
Art’sjoily cladm3U
 for art¯:AWt iò thu«ef¼nª/iknŽof»artP 
æ   8   ”O-ESVU
NReprin=Èdj80rom2Studªo)4�t$‹µatdôn«‚Ô(OctŠ®er* L969) 
Ó MortonãWhDtŠ,§@h~ Age of AøalysÌs (New6:~r0: M„nÁor Boo‹s), p. 14 �#
2Ibid., ü. 15  A
3 Ižmean•Ð£ tšÊs E�isteä‡ialism ë£Å¸PheÓo˜<nlogý. ;venWMežHŒau-öÿ°ty, wiBh?hëV³midd¦e-of-the-ršýÊ2po<átion -O�een 
empürixusD ØRd ratToæaßû8} cünnHt ÁxVrec™¨hiS pØilo§ophÜ¼thout the—useòof words (thrs usiÏ [KÕceàs); nd·fYllowìng Fhis, how 
ca«÷one discEssUxUeröenYœ 4i“ out¶shf?p ßisänc˜ioâsx–etèeeØ ´u%s–éves a¢d «he wþptd? 4 N§rõhamesjJ¿an6, 
Physisßa~¼²hilosophy (A8ÐûArbor, Z_h[Ò Uqýv¤rs8ty of MichigånSPress), pg17  
5 IbiH;, @. 1+0 
6 IÙi{.,�0. 19(  
i ohe task such philo€oËh‘Ðhaw tìkenÌuÏ¥¶it¢8lfNis the anÄy_“functHon” ió‘øuàd p˜rP,ry wiÉhou2 ma,ing phi’$s^pkiëŸ§ss¦ö©ion= �
 Th0R is íeÑlt!i
 ?n te¨ followingÙsecto2 ü
( I wuld �Rke‚µodÃak¤ ix cl§Ùr,ÏhowÐver, ÓhaTI intend>toÌsueak forÉÅ#Gone ÔlsÀñ÷I tºrivedÅa…›tpesü!…oclusi:ns%lon,Randnändóeà, 
itis ®-oü thés °¿nki® ,/t†4y aÿ since 19d6üæf«not êefore) ev"l5eè. O"ly rement;y di
 Ir-aûize afÀrÑmeeÐing Terrw XøŒinson that hê and Michþ+l B
ld"i§ sGèoe sDmilar»Œùhugh c<Âtainyœnot idànt cal, oinšon{ toD±ine  
1÷ W˜b_ì6rÅs NewBDærl ”icti|n
ry \- t¾Ç XmÅrica‰ LaÄg¾age  
1í •—esconcetual le/XmÛof :h• wo§k oØ KÑnn¹^huNolŠþüù Jtles(OitskÉ MoœrYs L®8is,IÚon ì‚viˆ, ¬nt%oné³C›,î,–JoÉn 
Hoyxnd,âD±nóÀªfise½senÄ ete×ê, is so dis6´llÖ `ow, t(at aGy th-t is tvûQe -s supplØed bÚ the c„ìt˜cs pr‘moting it. T£ish›s seen’lëµr  
1– Mich XO$Fied(s reaso·c for us ‹g îre(nbµ%gCµ)ratis…®leàe0lectMhis#”¤Ógrou[+ dand mostçýf ð±, o6he© -omalist criti4s) as a 
¦0chola±Û”Èªutxmore of it¸šsÄd#ˆ t}õhis deT rez IŸsuspecnf to bri&g hisYsc1oäa9l U©x ie/ Òn?¶tÈ9Pm‹dr§ wzred.ýO–«gcan
%eèsily §ympat®ize mi€hxßis0desire ”o
conô½ct, ;ayk Tieîª‹o5Li;h Ju¸eo F’i<sƒi. Åne6shou˜d êevxrŸf7r¨ît, h±weUer, th›Y%a hWs1oÂiaÆ loves hiµªÃ¤y ³ore fh0n anythiÐ ¯ 
eìeÂÅa=t  
¡3 Lu
y Lippard useC th–s qSÌ¦ation iê a‰«PJtoIte yo Ad RÎinharst’s r9Ú3oˆpŽ¼Ï"veÖc—˜;<o•ue, Janua�y, '967
 p.åñ8  v
14 L§[y �ippa5„, Õ80onste—wÌtiá('bÎ Hars) D�_light: Tçe WêiŸýø§An:ual,” &XdsoG Rvew, Vol. Æ  No¬‹) 4Sp ng,�§ê28) |
n5|Arthu5 RñoØeRWùFour¥IÐterÝeww,” Arts MÀ a�E|e&çebá`ary,×196<)  Û!16 ¨:mTerry Aâ�son
Ïointe2 LutOj“ hý ‡Ntrod²Ütion :•{rt-”anguage (Vol.•1, oc1),e$he CuÞŠs²»Qnever quÞst‘onedÑim–alt had Úor±hoš°gLíalœcharactri!ticž,
¡but5›�i–“ ones iŸ p1iï¹in�:wÍre Ñccep„;/kL æ
ñ17 Whe¾ P}¤eoneç“b]ú�È a 7avin�heÄis'Çt ï�yi(g a *¦ght sho"Ÿ@f¤) ‡f¨he  as ‰eµcoulVŒustgo tÆwaËhardùa€^sÜre a¯d xe/ the 
¡oodsTƒoR consid»rXb�+ Sesp.ñHÆ isÒ’à BbY:ång” ånyt6ông.H{ iÔ…sDb`idiz˜nÑ Fla);n’s “ctivit7 “g ‰n 80rtx§t  
Jã8A. 
« %ßer, Languageê „r/th,-azd Logi4 (Nw rk:ÑDo·Ÿr P·bli1atÏons)C p. 78  
ß9à›•ië.· p. í7  
2 I–id2õ p. çE� zÔ1 IbiŠ.¤
1.9®  
Mù I½i7, p; 94  
V2ž AÆiRe§nhlrWt×? re#?ospe§tiv… c¼ta²gueÛ(Jew»shðÐseu²§
JaDuJšÀ, d967ó writven Òy Lucy Ldppa‡dÍ p. 1kÝÏ
Ì2Ë ¨tUieŽpoet¦y’s usn4of com±]nNlang[:oe ão ‰tt¨m'tÑºo’H¤y thó!uÞVayable ïhµ‘‘isŽproblÊmˆGic, not÷Ky ®nåer“nt×probleÏ€i¹¼husT of 
l¦nTuÖge wi}rÄn the cÉnt¶xtöo¨¼artÜ<2è IroniŸally, ÐaØy of ûh
‹ícêll ™h¯mselves “¬“nceWtuÐ€ Pwwts.& Much=of th×‘€w?rŠúisbve�WTIimÝìar t§ÊWdlµeó“de Maria5s Èoœk a] t“isóis n
tñcoincid#nta§; de‰MariF’s w”rk]functions as 80Íkind of “objec>” àûetrCS and hV7in¬eg®i÷s9are vùryýpoetic…
Ôh\*reaû¦ySºantshiè@wßrk to þ¶¼n‡ecÞen’snl*ve@  ï
26 OpŽ ciˆ., ž. j2  
ˆ 9  È   r

 AïT FTðd
PH1LOSO·HBÿd1ò69)ƒ Josßh Ìksut`  P0rtG1Ä 
 The factzhat it Øa\ recentl˜ becomLÿµa7riúnab<e forž4·yFiÙis2s Èhemselves fo beŒsymZD¼he�icÿtQwar’ÀrelÃgion¬§
. .©mark½†thmˆ5hzsó%š�[®’|own lkcÛ-9n confideèceøx&cUhe valiVi.  f òheir h-Äot©eseê, w%ich is aIreLction on chi' parœ€òrô‚ÔhH 
antirÍ¯igóous dogmaEism of Â4niteenth-cenuêy soienºiÙ—2, a˜³‰a—Íat ral ou1om« ož thÍ criÜ°A t°roug§óhich pysic!‰Ìas juÁt pÄAa,>. –
A. J. Ay£r.‰. . .¾oFce one hasöunderut.od 8he Trctatu` à\eŒe $ill ýânoãt…mptatpcn i concerë Æneself anyÄ)¿í with •ilÄño/{,î‹hš„U 
isxne+ther empi!i³al?lýke sciÎncÒ n r ¹a_toloæical like mµhepÑtic#; oH´wÆll, like W|ttces§ein¨mH ¯1ô ÷baÀTo p#loO¹Ìhƒ, 
whi{÷,ìastþv/ntionaly undeþsto[d, is r[ed in¦onu1io.  
–J. OŒ årÞ%)n‹ 



TrªditƒoÈa~ phlo
“7hË, •lmos^ Ey defÖ
itÀønNZhasíQo)cfrÀ-d Útself âith ^h] u¬sûlð.The nea‘lÖ ‘öclusibe !ocu
oîðHhe sa(d by –w´ÜûTeÅE-{enÃ*ry4¾ÖalytiËÜl lÒnguist¬cBB‚i—³Íophers¼bs tÏe sharSføûonteïtion tT.tE:heUu0aid ±s u§said ¤eÁaM²e 
it isSu¯-aµXbO¿. regelia¼É hilo&ophyš#<FeEsen+e!ùnTthŒñn
ŸteeÊth æew#&rò anîm�st›have b‹enÍ¥ooÓ]Žng to a
Õe�ªurW¸th } w°s baÌel
 Ö¹ttðn¼ .ver �umh, the EÏlight³nFent? and KCnE.1øeÂl¶sphÀlosophy¹wasýalso ca¢ùblù Üf gVvûngµcov§r fo aœdöf³*sÉ6ofkœelžgiius 
belieÉ', spplyinG a^ \ltc»nŒªä¤e to Newt¸ni.¶ àc§aéiÂs, and‹fiting inwB³ t2µ¡gºo:th of/hiwtory ¤s a ViGciplšne, as½w}lþ©as ac^eÏtin 
DarwiniŸn bi}¨´Çy.2 óe a•pÖabe=óto giXe an‘ac¹vï°a¢še ‘esI˜ution to t?econþl:ctbÿtwee¤—th‹ofD<yand science, asÄwell I
øÀhe reÖut¤of He¦eBHÓ i©flue9ce ³as been tQòt_àUÉPü
t majorèt´ÎofQcQîtmpra3« Ìh$l¯op>ers [re real y�li¸tle ˜oreýthanêhžstorians 'f pilos)’py,hLebYariaAs º·ûhe Tru65,K+o T sp>a§. ±n“�bginx 
to et the¯impreôxô‘nathaŒ ¢e-e W_sÞnoæ?
ng more to b` sa,(”AŽd c`rtainly if one reil·zes eò˜iöôlLc|¤ions f W�½ØãsÊin’s 7hink}ug,ÑaPîx¬1ethinkiT* nntÙuÈFcedË•y%himáð¶d fôr 
hifE “C<;tinen˜•l”&pZio5opry neeu nÀö ée†ióusly be co�iAerRdÜSere.ù I
 thÛre a re—son f·r th& “"n¬ealityÁ ¯f /‚i�÷ophy in^our )ú—b? ü†×aSs ñ·s can be ans¿¸red LêiZaok·ng;int÷ tîX FiffRr$nceubýt¼een ošr 
†i¼e9a~d ohe He»turies§¤ÞeäÉd”ng¢°sù{IÚ túe [a” mPn’  c)[cluÐio …ÙíutSthe;worÃd wkre bfseú on þhe÷vnTorß°ion Þe¶haXêabèuªt 
 ifŽ ô^ specifgcally 
i:×�vï5 empŒecisÈï  ÀOn gjneraKly çœketh— rtion…TiàäOØ Ofte[ iâ fact, hà[lg.enesãbe±we4¾ s�ienc@^nd ðilowp<y ^adw?o gÁe~t 
t0a� scie.ÄstÏ and philYs@phŠr¢wŸe 3nšünd t»e same crs9n.(In fat, fr¹m tle6timƒ¥ oScT¶ales, ¹ic×r†‹i Héraclitus, and AristotDe to 
Des9ar˜e‰ and Leµï�i.z,$“the grÊa§ =aæYs in  hiTÅsoph’ weee oft[n gre&t¬$ameO $n s�ianc as well{#| Th'tðtÏe Ñl¸ ¬Âòpeõceived 
byÁwent£Ðth-entâr81ºÎc?nM©e§isxa vËtlëŒdifÄeýenthone å> phe oìm of ¯tj preÍ¹dingÒc£nt¤rl  noÅc ôot berprovtd hZ¨e. »sit 
poshEleN tµen, that iÔ#¶•fectma¦ has learn-dú\o ãuc"r nd hDs ÂJntelli™ence” iU mu–h,ë«hat aeøÄènno²ºbO³ievÐ7the reasvnæn‹ o4 
tradºtinA ‹philo opõy?×ThaÞ perhaöï he õ²owsUtaoúmuüf a‹ou$d!äe½‰o}l  §�Òmake0ãh¶e k›nds3of Ôc"usionsK As ‘½ 
JampÈFJYans Ó=s�étaMei¬u ‡ N Wpn¡p§§Ð‹sNphy h�sÂav¤il8d i¢|clf ofthe resœlt]zofNscõnQ¤, t hasAnft Ëeenáb3NjorèwAng tôe 
ab’(ôct µaœhematca� des¼ÜipdConkµfhtha Úar×ern oZ events,butây bgrrowrn4 8he then cu�r nÍ piõtor %l desîÐiption,¡f th<sÝpattern; 
¹œus iÎ ha¹ n¡` apprL?riated certažn k_owledgŸ 
ut +on[ectures 
T9¼ìeco¦ject_res weºe oftõ° Lo`Ü enouÍh¹3·ÇªYe ma -Kizeü wordw’ru‹'Áot, as we™nÏw knowÌ¥for;those ˆátÄ§t` ‘r¢c81ssescof 
øazZre which co
/ro t¡¢ $a£peniºgs 
¶ heƒmÎn-sÄzed C@ELd,‡and®brincÁus šea»äCt t the tráeZna/ureµoN re <i˜y�5  ¥e c=ntiues� ONe c�ns~q™en¡e ofÌ="K is 
thaÎÊèh[ suaûdarU¹pKilosophic°j disc?ss¸on¥ oý m¸Ùy¾„robÝems, sucˆùsÏhosc oí ÛausaliÑì ayX free äiÅlJþroÿïmater
alisLrr mentalis, re ‚ased o…‚aOFintêr|reîatFon �` ¥s… |Atÿern oEevents]h6c½ is¼¤o lónge`t¥n<bl·¨ ^hz scÞ=ç¤ificF©ðsi/ 
öffthe§¼ÁolderÓ!Ùscus7i$ïeasrbHen
wUghXd
aØay, and wó=htheirØdšÇÓp(earañÉe hJve …one®a,¯—Lh¡ argÇ„ents ... 6 =We |%eætie’h c²Jt
ry b*9Ç�t in ½ t2UB«tPTt couí-µQef€alled èthe eTdïyfóphCl[sWphy`axd Þhe bÇg+l´7n� ¦f Grv¢£
# I±ao öo ØÌan thañ, ÒÙ course,ä%tictlycspea"’„, bu3 ´at¸er añ®thà ¡ße\>Ýnc~”Æxf theÉs×tatin. {¢rÜa7nŸy l«„gxistˆc [hiþosoph can SG 
`"n_idef7· the hÌij ÞoSempi%81£im, 
ut üÜ’à.a pil—sophy “n on" <eVr.7ƒAnd t:ere ðs ercainlrÑa& “arj hend5tion” êÙ ‡rt p¬eltdi¶g DUch ¨p,9but ¡s 
otžerHfun˜õáonóoØ£reasons-to-be a=eˆso:p]onzuncedmtýatŒt¡%abioity äo 
¸B§tioL c2ær–yo-s act UÁ¤its t  ŽÐÍ c+ndi¶®‘n^soödraóticalíÛ Úqaw A�2s onW9ámi0¤all® a×t…8 þnfn  mecƒaõasíic s+…s§ is th¶e a 
connection betêe[n pbqÿo_ophy s “‰ôd©ng”±aäd arÏµòõ§óåŠd¥n¨Ðg,” but w dontî‹nwÓthiÈ-#ccŸrencá ektirÑlyÇc-incid.nWülƒþThough 
tñ3ÞsÌme Úeï‰oas 81ay be reêponsÛbûç orýbot= occuyeeuces, th>ôÙØnneZ±io” is m‰de¤by me. IÃbrþngt§s al upòto ana¢µze 
artusÒfunctÜ“n and suØsequenty itsµvi§biLit¶Ë An¯ I doÆso\)oEenable¨others o uŽ e�sQand-t<e ryasÄ£inÔ¹of¨rø– and, by 
ÂxtIhion,CoBeÄ a²tists’ – arùD ] oell¢@o prºvid� a clƒ]er unŠerstand³NgZof he  erö Cøn]e_]uÏl artë€– 
7
GH\fjNýT?ON ™F ART 
ƒ_\›ð~ main!qa1äu¸catŽonF\to tˆe XÌser posÏ ñQn ofâpaiÓtimg isA¯€• a©van‹Øs in Žrt arI cerÉ2Înly(Po* al\añsÎµdrÐal nes.õ–
Do•[ld„@ùdd 1Ÿ63) 1‰
Half:l7 £Kre“ofŸt…eˆbest nõ wmrk in th� lás.£feO yeaAs[hYîòb¯en—ne@U|er ¨ai+inŒÿno� sÆul-tureKW–Diald Judd (1965)  
Everô:hËng ÷culptþr£Táýs, m:¢work doesný=
 
–Dona¹d¾Judd2(19�7·  
,;¸
idea becomÕs a mÆci¹e tót mãkes the a~l1 –SGlw"�Witt‰(1965)ÂThe one·tin± tª sdy about#A^tüis that ¾t is †neU£hingÉ Art is at-
as‡Krt1and evGÅyzing elÍù is ïíerythingŒelse.kAr®Las ³rtŽis n;hing $³t#artË2
?A-t¨is notÂwh t Ôs no a¸=.ô–A: Æ¶inFardtû(396d) Ü
Ž˜? weani‡Ä is Ïhe us
†<Wit<gens¬ein  šäá mo)e func7‡on¼lxapp§7ach �oDthe ‘tudy of co•depts has =enQeÜ toXrep+a™e Üehmt‰od fiRtrjspeVt¨4£. 
Instea? of aÒtemptingxtO gra0Á 4r desriÚ concep�qÐbarD, sØÊto speaké the lsycuo�ÎBis£Åinv¶!ç©ga$bs tdU£wi6 in 
{ich Å‡eË©funŽioW asÚin4rudòÚ»tsÞin öeliefx a(d Ön Þ“ùÞ™nt¹  
81–ÏrÏin™ M¶ Cop1  
Me;œ*)ÓX¬a‚wÃ³s a W¨e„plos�tiÔ‹3ô… functlon� ^
–Œ†ûSeËeqÉtedÅ  
“ s� tøe ÑubÎ¬–t mata ‚f CIqcept[Þleinv[sSigaFionÀ is EhïŠmea‚ingZf ùer‡a›n wo‰és d exp§U¥sionsU– a´ ˆŸ} tŸ¹ th.gs 
an¿s®tPLofºYùfa�r thñm}ælvesIabouý whichíwe talk,whea usingè†hsY w:™þµ&ï9d e–pr(s o]s ÍK
GG.l. VynÚX-g9 \
ThiÙkiòg¥ia ra%úcally metap2:riÇmKLG:kag™ byèanaÎogy is iÙ2 onstit enÖ L81w or Ž.in�iple, its c„usFl QexÊs,�si³¤¦ meanÙnúÉÈly
ari
eZ thrªÉgG �e—au³al c¾texts qy whâch ¯f¸~g!sma>IÛ=or (tkõs Ihe pla#e of an�in%YaúcM ofaûso>t. T¾¹tÉvnkDf BñthinB 



isÎ²oÂÔa™åŸt !@  á a T
rt (;s k such anGÝVuch)82n"„thae Öasd binds Kn (o¨enl" ‚` mndi7guiseó hhe an(lÖgy, ühc4öaraCNØl,Ät\eómetap.oÌ  c ‹¨pple‹or grÌuny or 
gras] oK *r.w²9y wIich l–þv Hhe miŒn ™aPƒò -Gld. It@tèkes)no Óold iì t|úreÕij ‹orhing f»µit ˆo h
u from, f¶! i+s thOnuingtis lheÊhaul, "he atØaction of l„ke¼  
]:I. ¦. =ic}ŸrdsÓ 
ÂIË t»is ™”ätðon (…w™ll dos[82ss the teµaaat¢82n etwe(Öet¼ÐuÍ– a·d krïN#~onsideä‡²r1efly f�4õali¼t 5rt (be¾aRáp „îií Ç &eOdiGg 
wrop|ÿe"tPofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art÷| and asÿÙ/FïtÈa+ at 6 ½…aÜog-usštõ øn?#nlytic proíoôiti©zU an. t%aÎ itæis art’s`ex÷àtence 
DÉ a tauto~o¬ë ghat¥¦n”bTes rt tš Ñmanaloof” Sro p¿lævopqiÅal Ürð&Úmp*in,82{
@ _Ó ØI—It is necssary tošžpšrate‘ašsÑhàt)csìMrom 82rt bec®ue²æ?s”heics Áeaµs /ßh Gpên™onu dn†íO§ception of Oe worQd 
ingeneral¹ Cn‡the ¿ast n> op 3,Àõ½)o+×BŒÑgs‹of—ârt’s functioa w›w}üt: valuÁ as 
efµraÂi“n. Âu any‚³ra�“RQof !hilo—áphÃ tha� dealtwxthý“bea“tô” and thus
tast¤, w�s iPeviTËbly ûuúy bou>4 þ+ dis7usÖ arU0a$~wel
  
Out—Jf thjs “hæbï”[gre the notionDtaN}t<ereâwasPa concîpíÏhlZBon82ectibn beÌw3¼n &riÔaã a?sthÎtÌcs, whic0–is ¥o
trueÒ0Ö#i, i´ea ne†år dŠÁ¦icalºy°coöSicteC wth ørtsticAc‡nÀideratio‘s :ef§re*5e*e^tvtÉme, ooÀ ánl€fe&¨use ”hµ morpŒol�gical 
ØhaÔuøÎerisjà…s ofÅvÉÌ peretužtd¾€�he c�n[inuitô Óë thiÌ errÎr, butýaªwö>l,82û,cùse]t:e¯a£pa¥Úxt otyerb“f[ncti±ns” o_ artþ(2epictio¬ 
ofÂreléVio6sÔthrfes, eorthaiîÚ»e oWÅa `sco7·atÃ, detaiœiÃy oœ arÚhtectur¶á et@.) Œs¼›�art to¯c7v-r ¸pøÖ¦t  Ó�Bhen oNje<t Vr 
’re5entÚ�øvßthin Üh²cntGxðYo3ù%t (ÍDdÓ´ntµKËÜncentŽ objVct4 ala8 have’beÄn se:) ‰hey a¶e§a½ eÛiK82bl  #Hr a8
tÎtcc”nsideŽýtiônc& ace a£yÕébje,0ˆ n thÆžw™(ld, an¶Ïanùa¸sþ†‘ti¼ cWìs
dratÁ'n ™f a˜ oÔje˜teai
tiï) on th» realã of�a•µ ôeans tha·ûÞ$öµob¤ect’Ÿ T!5’te¤y” :4 funZtî8iBd in¤an �rt ÐonteàÙ îs iÇ¼zÜµvant xo the]e"st&ztic �udYme@t2 
�The rel«Íhon of£a£s¤heti‰s tí=art ~s not unl¤ke thatho¹ aet
e§Écs ·o »rc˜]tecture©þnüÏ¢at achite urn has a v=©y[sÙeåfcïL[ncion!Dnd hßw “good”<ts dõsign is i; prim|ril{ ƒÕaDd to hoI wellitpperf"rbl  
åts fun
ti€n. Th’-; judgme©ts %n what¸it —ook like ë[rresÖond t” tf=eÂanô ºk ÔMn ¾eeÇt”atÜ
h orghouý«5istÏvy™di66e{ent )amôlLs of arc3itec’ure aÍH2ÿraœ\ed at diffe2e¶b‹ÞiLes d3en
ön· on tx¹ aeÅýàetics ofYÏaûticulîr Kochs. }æsthetic thiykingÓha·å·‘ûn82one s) fFÉ aW to �ake ½L×»ples of 
§hivecture not|reïat´d to “Ûr±” t‰all, workÉMf QJ n (e¼selesÚ(¡.g.Ù th  pyrÝmid6of EgGp1— É
AaÝtheiùî·Ús8deKa igns Òke ÄndeedaýUays xt anHoub to #n oSj ct’s funØhii² or u¬aÏoO-toi3e” Ulesof›cVuýse,«tha™ }bjæ?t’s 
r�Xson-to-beLi-„>trictly ¹e>thú<ˆc. ’xEeamplN oÞ a pôrely a²}thetic#o�jqcœbi a dûcorat±vì [b4eCt, N„r E³Ÿratiû)zÛ pÙùmÑrH 
funcŒion iÿZ“to ´dd somet'ing t‰, sÞ as tçií�ke mo”e apllactihe; adon;éo“nmenÌ,”1ã a¼d this rÆÎÐtes dørectl}÷tIta`tö  
AndôtFiÚ $eaSs ßs øirect§y tV “formÒ|ist”ÛLr™ and criŸiË•¤m¸11 ForÎalis�ôrä (-ai>ting„an  ¶ Ê(‰¦Þ e) is the v@ngua”À oÎ

dxoration, anï, sòrictïy sp�²7iâg, one coÄldÕlea²on´b„y ~ssergt~at its aµt condition #s¸sÖ minima* D™Lýxfor 
all•fuÿctiœnal>pRîp1seEiË ™s not Jrt at allÜªbuÍ p†e 3èe¹cisesWiÒ ¦›sthetAc›/ rbove all^thÞgs ClŒmen† Grµ†nbrg ˆþ the82›itic �f 
‰as‘e. BehiA¥ÀÖvery oÅe oè íi• dncisions is n aestÝntiÁ¶ÓudgmežoM'wit† thoseNjudgmen˜sÚrefÿeftnngPhis3tas82e  
éNndÅwhÔt wµes h•sŠtasˆÆ²re½lecte¬Th,«"erio<Uhekgre¤u© inba a c)itic¿ tme pDýioû Ï§eal,;fr h›ŠÞ the ifteà.ëÀ kow el×e can 
èêeaúcount V½r, Yi¿en ®isÒtheo>}äÆ � if ¡hey dv~ any l“šic 1o th~m‰a ¦ll 4±Yisdisi8te¤es÷ in Frénk Sfe la, ÍdßRein¥a7dt,þÓed 
ÈthÕrs7aõ;l-caEReåto ‘]s ðis©ü’icÊ¶s¤Àeme? Isvit becaºs°ghe is “. . . baxcalll F‡]mYaòhetcdoç øerso$aûl.nexäörôenti÷l ñ\EuÄds”?
35Or¢ ig o4heräwSrd, ¨the+r worI§d?esn’Õ¦uit hi tas•
?” Ëut ¸n the¯p(lés‘ph3c t„bula r×äao art, i˜ sLmeone Talùs �t_art,” aê þonê�W�d÷has caÞd½ “Êts aUt�”ri\ve\ 
gå™™`½åoÃ<alistDpaiLtinóZand_sc›lCture caŒ be g<anted �* “çSçGo%aityon, but .n@ö bö vúrtÎe o×dt-e¾¼Špre entarionÄin¢t§rmü 
of�™h�ir µrt idea (e«”U, aDreZtanguöŸrashapÔå can–ûsãsIr´che�ÃoœerîoodeêRsÖòprns 6n�Kswained w÷th sch a}lEsdch cÂlor:Í§us-
ngTWhch andùsuchø#orm82, givin�˜sUcH!nddsuðs a«vWsu}€ exÛerie™e> ¢tc.yô ”f �ni lfo¦[ÂtÛoÇtempor!r 
rt in this  ug(t Wnô rŒal¾"esGah“ minim�l=Ór„ˆtiµe efOtrt3töken‡1n th�üpart4ofè� rPaôist grñis�s spJciÌica½l6º and Mll pa�ne@s
‰als XPòlptormŠw¶‰kin1 as`suYÆ ÍUd—y)Ôgen‰rally* 
82Si] bCiQgsÖus to¾the rea-âzatmžµ Óhatìf�rmaJËst×a¿t ónd c;itiT¤gm(pccepts a
†f ded˜n²tizn f m-d one tha  exists&sÌlúly .n mrphol™gica; goEns.ßz¯
lÂ ŠÌvasŸ quanV3àŽ of similadgowking¾o
je¯ts crXimÒ�es (¸r visHally rÌl[tem objec±s -rŽm4Püs) may seeT to b�Çe…atedÂo› »HnneLted) becauûñ³’d ) siìilait³'o6 
visu«~±þxèerõeŒti?l-ŒÕeadinÏ’Û”¤Bne cÆÒnoq cqaW< from t,iË úS a°tØstic o( éon3eptual re�t!oHsh7p×´ì   †„ �'The Xuncôi×n oñQ:rt, 
äs a �uestîon,Twax eö�st …aM;82d >yçóa‡c$Úü8c÷aèp§ ,n facê iy·is M7r$el guchamp wÆoö ®e Zan cr9ditM_th`gä‚µn'‚a¦¯…i-s 
o�Ñ`identity.O(One can ert«Hnly Tee a endÉnc towarô“thiseaµû2i#eQtific„tion ofaŠ¶t eégánZngóÔitY Ma€µt and Cézannå t:ough fo 
Cðism,j6 ·;¹Öthvir wo@ks arS ˜i/�d and ambiguos ‘yÃcom)arisJ« with D¥NhGê’s.) “Moder–¨�aFt aÏdÂe work be÷ore ^e$�|5 c2nöctedvcy 
vurtue o� t`€irâàor
holog¹ð Another wa\Êÿf[pÌtting¥it w”uld be t at �rtÁsž“�anguagÓ” remaine¤çthAûs°me, ?ut i‘ was s(ying new hings. She e0I’tÈthÈt ma|
èçc€nceivabtÒ te ret9uzation [¥at<wt wa` Ÿvs´ibl¨{œoö¯soeak anZtheråIánguagR”
¸nd stiêlëmMeåaense in ažr waW¼Ma~cel(Ducøßmp’i fyrs<ìunZsÃist:| ÙPadimade O!
W~th©
he una sistedR\adÚ
mcdek ürt &h4ged ?ts focunÀ1romAtheQform ofthÊlaòüu½ge2t$ what :as beun( ¿ðBd.7?hÖc meansÀthat iy ØhanÁ“d  h˜¤nPtUreÿof at 
fº—mña³¡uµsaio~ oy-ôorph™log£ o a qÙention oh �uþcæ€nû T�i' chaMgá I oSe¥zromu“g¶0
Rr�n¥e¦ €o “
ogc"|tion” – w‡s ¢h5 bgin@ing of “mÝÕrn” ™¨ €nd Œhe 82íìn
øng of ÈonceptRÉl art8 A~…‚a&t {aš/eiÚ
cha©ñ)éisç±oncšpÆJal žinÌatu]ªÜ ecu,eMaIt ’Æly`Å.ˆsts�conepäu‡üly ‡ÇãEhe “vèlue”\¹f pôr¨iX·arïant[tP afÛer DgchDmp³an 
‹â2wei>hed a!coùúng hë how m8ch tÒe>µVueKT#oþed hz n
tôre #  art@’whEch ƒs an‚t¸r uay of s‰y\n— “w4WÚ th:y a¤deû t¶ theØcB‚cÐp<iÉÇ äfŸartŒ o® whav 
asn…t there befor± tËey starí dp ¨rtist¤œquesthon tÇe¯natFre ofèar�¤S pr‡sŸnµinw Çe5 pr™positions a¸ t< •rt¼sfnz§ure.1A%X to 
do$thisƒon{ücannot concern oões¢lf wi¤h theYhandåë-d(wn Ílanƒuake”of 3rÄditio‰a±7ar½, s 8h+> atiƒtx is ™aseddoMßthe 
MssumÏëVonÑWh„t¥þh+¥e ¤s onfy one wÅ-ùo}¤œramÃ
g 6tÛ2r6pžsit¾



Fs. BÛt the·vDry stuff » art i² indRedbgrea)l\ òela>edltoïŸcrea_¬çg” new pLo‚osiš:nW  
T� c@8e —Â oDNenÁUÎÒj – 
=¶ticRlamGy ¸A refa7�nceÞtÐ Duc›amp 0w^hat obje|³Ö}of artIosuch asQt†e H'aÅy-maV5s,Eyf Úovrne, Œ�¤ Sll aY is `mp€i„d in 
thi‡JF9re jÞdge
as objetsÑjlrt ßnëlœter ye<rs‘aµdmthe aètists’ in¼eotios becom� 
Å(emÂva@t.+lZch
|nÿartm{n�uisÕÇe cÐ’e #f‘ãApr¯%onãe1ved not^Óò¢r:eru}† toge×heÚ n4i šese½sa¹ilñrelaöed aQtsÖ ThÂ
�nt
is thiÅ:¹«&st�et¯s, as �p -aMe po�ntÔd oÒ',3Ãre;conN£pßu¤—ly~Í#re0Uani tÆ üÌ-  
�Thð, k•y hysCc@lUth_>g ca™ bßco Ï objÈt db�¦të tha¤öis tÞ—$èy, cn îe šonsidšrÞ  ZsteÓu§, aesth ticallyŽ›”easÛng, etc."But 
this as no#b_rin” 1nàShe Ÿbect’sg9ppliction to “n °rt on^ext; žòD 
s, iªYîu�cviÈningeiŽ E‘,rñ Áö†tãœt.:(aãg·0!i) aÛ%ol¦ector t–ªÚs a÷pai`³iÈg, at“Qches egs, and©u;es ¼Æ ÜM a dinjng]taùlebiØãs an4Xct 
uÅrilat¿dºIo art o² `h.artisî»becãus,É4s art, tha wa§Õ’Ò?tæe;artisX’s inte²tiok.) ItGis ô~viojÃ ÷øe°Ét°a83U¢�r`alist c-Stc)sm’sSre6iÃnce 
ãn ëorõhoƒ:gØAlýadsº–¿essar l„w‰e& a^©iaÁ tow¡rdìêh§ moÍphIlogyÀof tradiŠiona= alów Apd
i=thiö :ems tDeir critiùšsm BsÉµ!tOrelted ‚n h “scieû6·ficçmetµÂï” Ú’ any±"· o\ ô�piä (sm Ías Mipha) ŽFJœd,6�iDÒ ‹iÒ GetaRŒeµ 
d™sÁriptions `f paitingC'and othðr ÓschalaW¶j”„ºar‘h»rnalÆa wouNz w–ût�œs ™}®belÂeve).÷Fodmalˆst fritc^sm is n ere tÆan an 
analysi^äÞÔþthã phyÑicaŠ a tTib÷tQs áÕ ømrz˜c`õr�o×$eSts %h¦t hèpp7n t–Äexist i1çaum®rp(ol‹gical cõnØÛx-  ent 
ùhòsÝdo¥sn’t¶dLÂany k@owledaº (bÕïZacts÷ Zo our uh¶úrs2éýing ìf the‰nature or f3
c–ion <f¤aòa. <nfÛnÐiªhbr do¢6©iƒ2kîm¶enš on£whet
er Zr not ‚heqÓjectqyanalyzedxkH…everè
<rks$#º ÓrW, i< ah‹t—forBalist Hritiâs olways ¨yˆasÇthe conÔŒpÜual egumeät in woÉks of aî5.áxachl¹ why they#do’t¶oõenton tû 
cohceD—Gal elHïbt in$¤orsf¥¾Ft i¡ precisÏltSÙ‡’au�e¼formgóist ar‰ is on†y a9t b• vitue íf i«Øes
m^laÒŽe toáøarlGeÐ worísäAfÃaˆ. ¹t’sa mindleOs art  Orzas+LucQ Lipæard ¤Û sþccin÷tlbcdÏscric‡ &²ˆ‡s O¬ðtÝzñ’sÓDêintvgs:rŸhs’re 
§isa® M)83ak.514 Š‡rmalXs4cri6icsžandÁór8i-ts alSÝÌ do-noS †ußÉzi™n¶ !e Éature of a+tPübut a�rI-haôö zaid eU
eNhereJ BeiÍg ÍnpaYtiet n©w mxans tê question thvnatue ofAart. g_°ëe iç quÏstio-ˆÇg »h8 naùu³eÖoœ©paintûŒg, (n. J~nnot 
Óeëq*e›oni| th¯ ntgr{ oÆöar»ý Y¨¿an 83Átist Ÿ¶j)tsLpa¦vtOng (™r w‹upture) h«,�s acept¶ng the tradJtioF tÒaG goes ñith×it O„-l’s 
befausmátüeoword erE¬és{geãíåa«aßd t@%omd Œ,ojting'iá¡peÇiôiÙŸ ¼¶i–tungQ © kiI´©oá amt2ƒ
êw yQu make¸azntin\Hryo”a†eYalready a‚-eptiYg (notvŸE±stQ/ni©g)Ôthè na¥ure %f a{u. On' is th0ø ac½e ting thß*ntur of Çrt 
to(¡e¤t©eároï¶aY týaditio†–of aTpFin›ing-sulpt‡ie [iÝotoky.15AT™¬ stronge,t objecFµonson caE r«…¡t˜<instÙa moWËholoical justi¦c…tion 
for%#r†Ú÷Wional a�t is thatÌmhrIhŒlo—icalnÍtÊo†s of*csõ úöbod4œan iipled � prio‘i›conceðtÊoÿ ar83’s/possibili
i¯K’ Aÿd such è a§ƒiÊr?:co„ó¼ptof the9nsóu’e¨of¾aIœÙ(as 4¬p±ateùfr'JsanFl—tic·ll) fr|me£Varàpr‰pãsition‰ o¶Û“wor°ƒ” wh`choI 
wül{ ªs“’ss lat}¯r makeÊ it  inœred TÕ3PiÛi: imposüible to ques–ionUth ¬Õtuûe of art. †d N£is óuestionžngÊof ¨he naSure fg >t\ÿd a 
¯ryi©poØtantÂ}onc/4t n understaD–n‡ Rheófunµtfon oâ aÉt  ¯
   ñò   And¹wÁtúholds ðrye forêõuch!mpÅs+„rk appl—es aW w}ƒ-÷o mosNbÉf çQe„arD£aftev h2.F¦|ÏotÄeI`wþ'ds,ct
Ùvalue o[?±-is� – orGinÂv÷ne– Çs i›• iea ñ1 $heßre�lm ofíar œ }ot tY¶øphD@i‚aÙ ¸r HÕC-aT qS(8iies ¯een²in a Éaecöfic 
pÙin{®nò nr tTn´parÂicuZqrizæiíˆ(Wf$cert*+xcí›
rs ‡Óý83Žes� orætèeFe…colqus?¹nd ºhåpes…are ÙheqatÜstlÔnguage,” n‘ ¯ts©mü™ningÔco�cepÿuaélM as art. TB lõo! upon—arLâb:st 
“wasteÄwŒrk” nzw¾*¦ŸCµt i¬ nonsensicÙÇ conc'pal[y spe/king, as far aoGart is c;n$UrnldÅ (khat \isual invoxma,iow tGat ²<µ Tnique 
inÂþub{s÷áÌ Ïþœguage has now bePn ˆençrallÜ absoøÒed 
nd Þ.îþa lot<to doš¼t¢þtheãÑay÷ån�ch÷cG ¢ne Teaòs ‹tŠ pã%nti¤c “(ingùiscic(ll€..\ß$.gµV
hatra ðu£isQ pa€@ti2g mea©t exÏe°im’neallyÊand¦cÖtceptïaÐêy ˜o¿ Óa¤ŽêGetñude St;…n,·is ‘eon® urÏsp®cu‘Ò÷i^ø be}auŒe�toe 
Äam_A‚:int¦g theã“uùŒnt” sþme²hing �©fýe®enÈdthan%it|7¦Ësˆnow.]) Û$eúênal
5‡1now Šf anHorbg1naÿ}CubzstAp¬iniSd is –CË unlik�: iá moÆg Ô¤®gektŽ, =n orÉg¢nalUanusprqp| by LÈ°dgBr‹n,Óor TZe pirit of St
 Louis 
s×it €#see©^inCthÝ–SmithÏonMan gnsqBtu$9oä ‘
¿n~ee9u Òusecms fiyl tsÂ=Reõ\ samT uÈction as the S$gøhson˜þn‰nýÈitu6[on – W0yCels� would ‹hÔ#JeuÚde Paðme wi«g›of ¨·• 

oRvr vxhibtt CézSn“eãø and¯Va> ¤égh�stpa|ett®s=§s ¨H•udlP Ås they �o Ohe)ü pailtnuÕ?¾ œct„Ÿ
 worŽµ oû ag
 ºre¢ittleoã?r tha± hi3‰ori’al curiosiAieè. As ftr . art3is cü¡c˜rÍed Van Gogh’s Yain+i{¦| aDek’x wor£q¥ny morŸ th÷~ ¡is {a6»öëe Ws.?
Theyfare ‚th “üÏllectoƒ’s ¸tm.”Þ7VAt ²`iJ‡s” throgskinflue
HÖAg )theE a_t, F ŒV exsting a“ KãqÓhysical äesiàue ofÎaÒ a[tist’s ÿdeaÂ The‘rea¤oŠÖthân diféeSent aœistµ from ˆhe pasttaKe 
Öbrou¦¡t ±Œ°eõ Õgain isËbecùuse ÷oe •specÄû1fˆðhÁÅr wor«íbec¦mes @us‘ÿle” Ô ~ivingáa¿tist(. T=t¨Æere iÎAn‰ Ìtr0†h” aî ¶o
?haƒ artDis ÿeemÒ qite BnrZaliƒAd  f
Whqt Is the fuqòßiol o¥'årty oÞ tÕe ´aaur
‚o™ aºt~µI”–we contiWue�óur"ÕIalogy cf cŠEfÆrm¿ aCtÄîèÏež ùs|$e§M) art�sÞi5ngòþgŽ‘oneLcÇØŽrea4ietheº ’Ñat  ¾orkòoG artá�s ø 
knd 1f pço-os‡t n pre1en×ed withip›F¹eÒëonÊextÕUf art ›s-š c¨mmeWt QnÀar‚º WeIQanëthenŠæB fuÌther ón¨ aÎa½yž±Ø[h types of 
“ëropositÞoëâ.( æ.íJd —e’| evluatNSnæoÞòaæt’â disPiÆctioH b_t1
en analytöc¸a6dW
µþ'h3Ùic«b� �r‚ulËto Ès here: “ ëprcposo¹ion isòanalútÎc|w™en itvaÌidity;dÝpendsm�okeâ.on ª¥e·²˜fi§“i¦“¤«Åf ]he ´ymbo9·]Þt conta§n, 
%�Áì‰�n†üetic(w¤e‹ itª vaÙi¨ity isydÐtermin+d b÷ th¡ fa®t’îof‰eCperiníe.”1J The aÊalogy I will TttÅmpç tÉ mzke ½83þDní 
UetweeÇÀth ar6xÜonšœ‘on þsš th conditÕon ofÚthe analyticðp]oposi\iona >níthaã they d¦ç’t Àp*¶z¥tâ be~#elie able as Øthing;esô, or 
beUaboÌt anythinz (ot´r thanagt) the for²s of_
rt os§ lea(lEëfÊn6.lyžrefer©ble onˆy ñ¬ ar† h²veLbee5 orºs clYsestßtou°nBët%cal �ropo§žtions®ï�
™ï×ks AŽÚ]rt ‹reÚý¥aJyt)c propoÒi5ioŽy That�¥s, ”f vieweÅBwih]n theirècon‰ext XA aäý – he� provi˜�˜n% énf rm”%þon wý+ts%üv<b 
bo¦tka:y @attcr of 
¼ct. A wVrÌ of a©Ý is j ta«toloºy�in nh¿E it is a crese
a�Ÿon9of 2he artûst’±9int«tio=,ÖthEt is, hm is s`yÙng ÊhÔ‘ hatwpprtiÂ(
mÅÀwTàk
cfÄØÛh¤ûñ�Nl^, chich mean£, nsa ïefim06iƒ o9 art. T…usÞÂthmt Ít is art isStžÓe a pôPori (wÌic is wh9t Judd m83abs when÷ße st¨tas 
t}~' “if someo:e c~Þls i‘ ar_úýit’s \rtŽ)  
IndPeP, it isònˆarly¹im¤osçÛbl» ÄŠ 



âÚc—ss·†rt ‚n ,½neôal DÑms w hoà�ta±kiÏg in tauto<ogies – fûo tµ-tøemOì tBâgrabpH Brp by†any ïthei
“–aôdM�„i« erely toµ›ocu  n tŸothpŠyôpecá or q7&lÔty > the pro®osi´iâ…, ch{ch is us-úllyb@)releûaŽtÀto tÖe84rworpNs 
“art�coêdition.”@On¼¡6egins!no âe«l=zeºtga}Âart’õ JarXõcondition” iO§Ðcos&eptuaã ¨te. TratÉtM5 Xnngõag¨forls that thefart‡ˆt fraæ¤† 
his ðõo®ositioGs•in aËe oste“©“‚ÿivate”ªod¡s o( languages °s aµ  ÃevitÏ‡Z outcom¤†o µrŽs¸fr+ndo‰ foO ÎorphØlSgfcal µÆnstrÎ¸tioøsh 
and^®CbfoQlow¾ fo÷¯this Ú7èÇÙLne øas tûObe fCÛiL&ar)wi¬ž coNte¿porary art toapË9ecaùg_Ot‹abÆßund¡rsÊ ²d it. LikewÕže >ne 
und<r×Kand# w¢ô¾t/€ “üaR inOthe stree” is intLlerµ7t to §rtis¥iý rÁnd a±w‰ys¨deman
L {rtÀòn a or¶ditional “Ì£nguagl.+›[A,Y one BndøBstanû÷ w~y f˜ m”list art sells “likI¨Ø¤ taÒrs.!ì 'nl™ in paiÓtißgqand s¯uIp uÏeÁ('d the 
Èrtif's µll speakW,he saåe languageFsha¤ais calleç “Novelty’ýcW”‚bXdh, fñrmlistq7iˆ®oåen¶toe0Pttþmptto ÙinU ne lý¯÷uagesm 
althè$öE a\nÃD lang�ag˜ doe'n’D neces<¹rily me9×…the fraJi´ê›of n¤e”àrÃpo~iÕio@s: e‡gÈV
most k?ne{ic q|Ìêe'ecronic art  
A4oÏheO.ò�y Þf statFng9 in rlatiÆ to ar, wÔatˆAyerOÞssert$d@a»outÉthe ýƒalyt¼c meth€d rºà¹he z—^text Ô¢¦„ang{cg ÒouÊÕ be 
t�Ò+Àoosowingq T�nLvþ7idŸt¹ ê` aŒ�is2icÁpRÖ0osi�¿o¥s is æotÝd™peâden¹ o«any «mpÚ ical} 
muchÚlesý°nyqVes'hæticœp�esjp÷o;ktion aúout Vhe nýtÂre Ù;tÒi¨s. For thÈ )r¸Å«t,™
s Rn a anystü is n£t þÞrettl@ TDnD4rpeµ 
ith th± lfys“cal�ÀoopŽrtie# ±f thinûò. He is@concerged o†lywwi¬µ t9e wa '1) in (hich yrt"is 3apa¾lmDöV concep/ualFŒrowth 
andcþ2ˆ.howzCis±p²oµlsi]ioKs aeícpabÚe%1f¸…Ágºcalla ìïlloúinC+that gr-hW19O    ½  ·P$re 
ExpressionéIm,çco¤QinuingŸwith°ky�rösœ‚¬¢ms, cou†d ze½c6nsižeéRda suŽh8iAsse·tence84whch í1nsñöç
d âf dÁXonsfrati¦e Xymfol�øwou
d ©ot³express ?genuŸne propost+on.Èft 7ou†dobÄ  mere£Œjîculaíio’. n nO ÉayÎÉharachÍr¤jþË£itüat ># which it�was\supposeÞ tÔ 
re1×V.” Ýxp1‰sHonËstqworks!84e usu Á y sucÔ “e¥¾c¯laNion&”*õâe+entŸd in thÌ m²rph†ßogical language of traditio¢al art.¾If 
Polloch i��;òpo}a�tÀiP›{s buca)Ðe he pai~teB on loosežcanzas·:õ§ivontaå‰y)tØÖt�ž blo?  
>haWãksnÈt 9áco¾šÔnt is tha³h± l(t½ p84z-ñOse dNippunds Ùker str¤tc¡s,a³qëÇunð Áhnm Qa:al–el to the wÍ,.a(‚ xt!er w6Ûds ¨‚atzis i 
1ortênt4ðªzârp¸ÚK‡what oneCbr§ngO toCiI, not o÷e’s ad¤Ÿio‰ of what w>s ”re´fouÐl× e¼•sting›) W¾aÖRis N5Žn!la«s«iúp#štantSto 
aÀtVis o]ôoükˆs Što©s oé “self-e#âre#ëiÑê” 
eau¿ûîthoseŠkinds b> èÌ€jectÚve »e»µings arNus‡lesó¬toBan÷One otÁOr thaM those ¦nvoÔvedšSit¬~Jim&pqrona<ly.×AdZtÐeir 
“spc)fic” quality¼putá;÷ùem outside¹PÒ•ãrtä| cont•xt 1
ì“I dJ nŸÜnía¶e ar, RVch›’µ Serra sas, lI áð en«aged<nCnyactigitû;Èi xêm²o‚e a tsy7º caïl84iö artaþtßat’s§ºi¯ bÛsVnes°,œb t¾itÇs n
t up to më#àŠ decide ‚ažt ThauÈs llgigured µ_t at$Ö.” ²erra,×¸hJn,'isNje/y €Ìch/awarÀ ðu�he implicat¬ons of0ÈÍs work.}If Serqà 
iÕŽinMeed Üust “fig¶ring out§w×a ea@ ÊoeV”'(gravitationaçöyz ŠòºÔ*u�¼<¤õ eÊcƒ)s wh~ sÊouldâany6†e thMŸ, Bf ig=as art? 
IË;¾eüôo?sn’t tak; tGe resåU…sžbility ofhit being ”rtrwho zanƒµor¢sÁt
l|? }i<�work certaošyWapˆarsStn Œe empiricüþl7Ãve‰ifi blem Fad 0a+¹do, —~d be Þ£dnfor, mhnyE\hy|ical2actƒviÿhes‹hDnotseŽf¡thit 
does>!nything‚bït )šadŒuâ-intDìa diþßogu± aÑÌutwtAä�Dvßuae,œf artÂ©In a çen¨  Õe? Xee¤s“a‹p
ÀmitiÂe. Hep";s na@idea Ãou% art. H@w i}fit tXÎnºth«t÷we,knoAåa ´t ÂÒis a/tivÔty”™ ecaBsHùhe has(òPQd ‘sÔô¾ùÿs vr�ôbyhi% 
actÒods ašteën“hie ctÖvi0yW hasƒtškenplace. Thªj Ís, dy the\fa6t khaò -e isìwifh several gaL§eriÿüT «utsã+8e phMhÚcal r¨jidueŽo8 
Jis¼c¦iv¼§% iºXÉu'uì+(Ýn�¡s§|Ms 0hemátoçÀ¤t collLct¦fs – Ñ« aåÐWe ha¬e ‹1nte†|Uut, ’¿âlectors are irrsl{vañt ƒ:Lhe€“clôdVtio¡ ofèa2t” 
où a•woBkç  
£h8®'Pe ª*nieÂëšÀs áorý is art ¢¦t plÞˆs the urtist ¶s moreßtµafAjus, Orparad,xn Ø?›rañsecretlH feel® thj “Yr©,˜od” is rr©ved•aÅ 
em“irßc{llA. “îÓ§, (ˆ A…er has ssa(dæ Theíeáa³e no ñbsolut]Vy c³/Üax empi¦ical ¾rohoæiÖi×¦s½It is S²lc=&¾utodowie th˜ÑÃ�üce}pï(n  
EHpiFic›l¨quËYKiCs 're ³ne n( áll £yÉo he?es, which m{y be onfime <r di)crµdited’:n as xa×µs´n'V xæe˜Þence. A4 thâ 
p?op¹xÙti-Ã çnÉwi½Åm»e ýpcrälPu observationsÂhatLvµ‰·fy theseÝhypotheJÏýæPretheæseves XyˆotÒe™ep w_œch are sbjecl tƒ t 
o}�•Åtof f§rt eß>©ne experiøn‡*.¥Th;süther; is ní f‘n€l Dropositiinf°2ÒIé o…her Žordsš 'hÍ4;–oÚ¢siþ×ons Ò*Äañt dre noB ëàcF†hl, b:t  
Ìnguistic ¤¦6cha�acéer [�t,at is, th d¤do¤\Žtºdcs¼¾ébe the beàav”or)4f pUysicaó, or£eveÖ íentMleobâejtg; tþBÖ Ÿxpr-sËyefinitiºns of 
artè or tXe X…äm5È ˆons©q·e1ces ofâÒfiÐ÷�ons˜of Îít. Ac�ordyn4vy,n e cÙ† say thaò ®râ�p‡ aÍˆs ^n a�žgŠY.Bto— wx ¼Žal] s�e µhat 
tö+«charaêtyriÇtÏ Þrk¤¶f a AurÁlž lãgE*a Ynuirymi`¡that it Hs convÒgned witht%e<fÜí�aš Con-çquencusìoS]ourpŸ»FnitÇžÏ<s(0f_rk) 
2n“³ot wimh-u9¤eioús of e-pŒri\al fact—0¥To -mpe"Ú,Qwhàt ¬rt h¢s inæyommon w9ì‚$
oÆrran© õth&maHics is that h4Õis« tigÿolo™3; i.”.,>thÂ “art ide§”Uýo¥ “µork”)¦ao %rt Sry èheîsme and ~«* b, °pYre
(¤Í1+Qah vr@ ½i
houtgoi=g vtside ¤e conøexêofkar-fÉ– /âri)Rc—tHon (
On theY(therˆhan-,fjÜtÇus conside¸ ¦ÌY arŒ cnK¦t 
e èoñ hÅs di©dicuŒyÞPe ÌpÑ att[pts(t< b‡) vÀsyõtKeti1 ÄÈoóosi)£oÓ.!Or, t$Èt iú to*say,whenÇtÈe tluth oÊ fGY¾iÔy ofmits,æs¼ïrRioÝ 
i¤-§ÖrÞ6iœ
€e on empirica§ Xr¾uÍË¤  
AyÈE st<ts: ü0.º. TÎe Nriweri£nï¤y whUch Üe’€eùeÙmine+t.e öalÀdit Ff aY
a£piorH or sVÌ�yÌÎcalÝproposi~iÒn ª?noï slffcGeAt t¸³deter:inK Th¨´Lalidtywof“an eípiE¥cal orÜsyn·VAt‡cj«Žp¿qit›Òn‹ Fo9 Õt s 
cha1ac¡e›is�ic ofRemÆiµic l prªpeRi÷iÞ(Ý thatÒthõir vxªþvÝ½yÎi– not #ugely formö_. To say–‰haäU geometrDca— prÕpÛsitio¶, 
orûa sstem «f àešm÷trical prfp1ðiJi¡ãs,ú5fa…sK, Šséto çaÖthat itei
 se^f'iontraW+ctTr]vC>u) an eL\isi/ažÄpto{oS§¶$ocõoÆbö£xyst©f v~piricaÆæpŒo%÷sitiUns,pCay be fr
e fromûÌontradi¶tion anºsk¯ll{bS Ölseö I· is²s�i– to be Áa5;eº not&Å“c¶useôt i� ‡oLmallÖ deùeótive, à†t Òeca¦seC[t ñailsØ“j 
×atiÎ’yDsome)mžt+©i° crit\iínã21åT×e¢Nnreaüit= o� »rUaªóstic” art :s duz (o its �AaminfasÄ,–Ñr plopo�tÖœnUincsynthˆèic ˆerEm:åoneZi4 
alçays t}mvªe} toòverWf¿þÅ¼he píÐpo6ition+eepwrÏa§ly.hRealX<m|s³sËnt¨RtjÁØstate does&nî‰ br–ng oÇe¤to a ôú'cuxar='ing 
bëËkzi©$oä üTlo8Œe w\th telCrS›r fraˆ¹w¦r( of q¤est ons aöoÎ Ãhe nYt re ¿äart (a o;F <heqqor˜jof PaPeKch, Mond-iaO ™ol8oTR, 
R«inhardt, ZarþyÞRauach“tÊNrê, J§4ns†"LichxeÞtÇin, WaAú>ln—0qd�e,AJu:‹n ËýÉ“iÑe DWæt , Mor÷iÎ, aêd ot°ers), but ratjery oíe is"flg
´g outÞof arÏd%'ÝorbÚ”GintÐ tÍË“©`&iûite sØaLe” of [h¨4wmìn ¤on¦éton  ˜
     H  ØhatXne ¹inds a±l t¼rogh}ut the&wriýi ·s of Adi,úi†G¿rdt 
s thisÙvery sqmil<rNtmes¼s%é 
rtÛasƒartR”Înd-ÉaÑqÁart6i´ Glwa´. de�d, ÈndðÀ ‡Qving’¹Òt is a deceptiªn2ï RwBnhardt¹haZ avÂryEclaæ ideaeibout Phe n°[ure of—wrtõ 
andæhis
impoÉance isé£
B
fomqrwcog³z5d|ß
BecaseÒzors A«9art tgat av2’ c`siÀre®r…yntÐti’ r3pèi:iØn¿ arè !erófiablO b´ the worÌd,5S-¸]Ûis tosåay, ko undeqstand th„se-
p‚oYositi—ns½8ne must leave ¿h tautoæogiwal-ik¸Òfrt}Hwork o9ÊÆrt®andêconaider “ o0tsidï” information.¤Bu»-ÚÉcoÑsidþt i× a¥ aÖt 



qt i— nceäsary toianor²mÕàis same utsie {0fo¸maKmI/beca<se o;tsie inf‡rmatioï g:xp„rTÀn³å´qwq¨Â§r®es,î‡oÅ*oŸeü has gªs Âwn 
iøtniosÐc wñrYhë 2nyöto comprÄÍønd åh\s w¤5thb!e doe ¨o¯ nee áa stÜeâof “art†cniito»:” Fr‘ 9hisóiøÁÅ UsÐ¡Îì r2_li' 
hat at . viabô¤itÄ Þs �åtconneoÓ=²To
the preseGtaVo ofÜvisalµoor o^heœ) kiŠds of PxRerieJce. TŽat V anzma I3€v¢ beeÇ one J
ìaud‹„§ect€aneouT Æu-ƒÁionaÕin `he p°eced E/qGent€âÎˆz is /ot un[ikely. AfT>� îll,m•ß,ineven¨the~ineve‰nth Ä^ntur’ êiŒed “n a éãirly 
tanþL3’^z;÷ ºsu0en¦i™onm¥tz T‰ˆt�is, \t ws ízdinaàily prÊÚiÙt”bl
ó�� to ‹hæt hewou¸d bþ àoming 2nBo†éoè„a ¹ wäth  aàåaf“er5ú™&. Hi@ visÅ¼- eËviroÝment in t-I pArÉ ofëthe14orldÊinZwhich h live85 
²ñs fúi@ly±cons¥st=nt. I6 ouž tim[ weöhave  nÌÏVp·<ientiaÍlh rasticÿllj rîA¤Vrôez´ronmtn˜¥ One ca85bfl³ ×l` oÌõ ShU˜eaüh dnµ &ptter of 
âœuusa$d85day t n"t months. W ÞavgÞ>he cinÊÊaÆ µnd œæOor tlevUsiÑn_.as×wEÎ asÒthe ¡DnÁmde spctacpeÀÿfthe l0ht$²o9 
Las VeúaÉ '2 the À1yscraßeÔÝ?~ Nµw±YoÛk Ci°‘*TLeÔhX|e”worwd i =tµ…[efto ¤e85ÔÀ~L aÆd ðhÓzwhol"´world caE watc– ý�- w}lk on 
“ûe +8on†Xrom”Hheir ÄÝŽi#g ro‡ms.Ñ’e¸taä¤y ÿ t,or objeôts(of painçi1g6and«s¼ulpture2ca>not÷be¤eGpecedtð¢c^mpete 
eH×eien`ialü] w¸tthis&Ü–ÓeÆn¯Šô¡+ ífõ“u]Û” is r�lÄ]ant toÂ.tÎan2 its “angua~e.” á7ßõÙÄly}ehe
boxÕorMcu1eòf¾r
 has beDn@ðedOa!greatÒdeal wWt0in hxÏ1con"»Œtêo< aáP. QTake fér ¯nstancþ it(ÄÊse bs Judd, MorrHy LeWi(U,ïðnaden, 
m-hhþgBeŽ¦,andMCrack§n¬f n^ÜcevenLmeO”iüinVth‚öquantHty of b¯eþ Dad cuses hQt4cÑme üŠter.) ThÖ 
B)föeÀ$ncmàtweµK a‡˜ tä¥ vaÔ�o! ÁseáÕ3ƒ—th„häœ‡ or cuÈÖ®fq�m i1 §irbctö˜…r_lated to ¦heŠ85Zf"erences ;n th Ën‹entionsñof th‡ 
atiBts.'Fòr,jeÝ aC™i¾pørtiJâlaklë“see� ¥n Judd’s worGªthe Úse ofzthe bÓx or cube—fÙrmWill1FtÑates verÍ,ell SÎñ%eDClieF la£@.t¤at 
an o·e¬t Ý onxŽ årtÏwhe´ pla?ed in tLe c)ntext°ofQaAt  
A 7;wyex¡mple‰ âi¤l p)int »Þis &u3.hOe Óould NyÉt«a\ iÁ Wne†o¥á?u)d’s bx ÿors was v]en fiKl“ddith deûrÄs¤ úcen fllcedA¿¨ a‡inÔuMt
ial sTttinZ,or {ven m

elë¨seen s³ttin
on a w¬|ÊÕRŽDornºrf it wfuj� notøye"id-©êúfiÐdšwithLSt. It vþllowsóthnïtñ|t ;nde=stnŒÊng¯an� c‘nsVñera~i§Ê ï° {t3s ÕE artwo˜Z 
;¹anecessË7y Wpriori to vieÒing ýt %nÏodeQùtoh“see”àmz as’ì woËk ef
- t. Aµvan_elin[or<ation aboutmthe¨cÌncept oÅÛa‘t Vnd vÔout a artist’Á co:epts¯i 4necesaeyLˆ the *pprc
aZÉonFÞ{d Ûnde‡s:Ènd÷n oè$con†emrorary a´t. Ány'a‘dPall Èf —h‚ p“ysicaCÅatt|FÞute¢ (qoa>Ktqe¾â of coŸtem¤§rar` åorÔs, if c 
Nsiderå´ separatêÌra@d/o™ ��ec/€i)a¦5R, ¸re irreýÄälnt to
te ÝrL c9ncep£. h6�aWtõconÛ×ptJ4%s‚JddXsaid, zhoug1 ¥v diªn’t ßÊan7it this %ay) must né‘consid9r›�it its whˆle´ 
To cþÓsider0Ø†h& cept9s¤pIrts ,I(invariubly»tW oIW-Óer a¢icR
 t7atrÙO9 irelpvant tgUtsµarý ÎoÛdi�i Ì – Ir lEe rBakinÞÄp
rts o
 a defnition¢ 
ðIt £omes€as ¡ofÜ?"¢èi½e tha the Ür¡�Ûi#hµthÝ lFast`4ited `ZÆphol�òy Ôs t ú–m:lßRfrom hich we dec¾phíˆÞthe na�ur�of tö$ 
Ûe(eral·ŸÆ:#“a
0XŒzF#r ¿ê»ŸG thÀrˆ !s a càøtÔttÌexi¡iná�sepÐ)aÊe-  o its moœpµolo`( ZndücMn6¬²tïng of išs f*nctDononŠµisŽmBre ¦Žk³yÝÊt fiQd 
ResþltL�§…s cmZfÒ¿mYg+an‹ pÞedictÄbÄt.§�t=iD7Æ¸ mod\En85art’s pÁssesion of  “/njuage” zœthat³eshort†st ! stor ôhat „he 
plausibilitk of ÜceÖab›ndonment of Åþ Hanguage” bÁcoÇes mUstNÂ;sribèe. It ¢Å ïÓdeqt©nµableËthen thtt 
h arµ‚tMa cam6´out oÕ We'trnàpê)ntin' anP†scuptur½ isªtGà°Ýost enïgetic, ¾ueätioning(oú its nature), and Ó*evl4as  assumÈng oBall t
%e ºeWerLl€1{rt”�cocerÜsïíAn_th9 âiUaw ~nalÂsis, hÁ§/ver,%±l: of the a¤ts�Ive#buêFÄ4iÃ
gß£s.ðiw’  Êerîs)  0¢m¬!N” òeöembºaz/e  
Oe ©`h¤ vriogò›quaòi;iesÞ�Ìlata–l to aÍ àart ÐoÈd¿¶ioYºpo7sesæ<d by p}evyó the novelÝ the0CineÂ~Î X´?tuã
tre, and Ðari.us ÷ÈZñ of þusiï, et.Bis ä[ítTaspuítgfLthex "¨}t ‚eliÛble’to  Þe fuñžÊ]onoofÛart ½s¶ç(serted éere  
5Is npt thedeclibe oiÐzoštSyÝ‚elþtaAle to the‚m(jed�metahrNi•�#fo� p5etry’� use of “c·mT5” languane_ah an£arN äanéÆag?24 In Lew 
York ”he lSs• ^ecaëenå stages oe petry caq be se]n ‚n th˜<”oçe by{“Conc³ets”�poetÏ recent¿ytoíaŽd™Lhe Àse Ðf ±czÓãl objemtO -nd 
theatŽe2ˆ85Can it|°e that,they feelßth‘  çreality of th¦GN t f¦rm?\   í   Còe se‡ nÛÌ t3atth/$a_ioms ofa geív‡try vrF1imp7y 
éfinit�ons,â)ndËthat the·Êhõorems -f8aùgeomet»y ar%6simply the log8calcnseqÁnceXv\ thesS nef¿nit¤on@ò A eo{et-y is H~t fn 
itÛelf ÿboýtQp85ysi:algsq¶<e;QiQ ´ts lfž¢t cannot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anyth]ng. Butcwe cG° use a weo/etry ä• rsšPiÑ·abouž 
pÓÛÃiQal s®aceÔ Th‘tP»s fo²say, once we avÜº-iSn the xio"sõLÇphysi|ºlEiºterpret
tionP we canþroóeed 85 aøplç th( tÛ¥or]ms
‹÷øtÈÎ ˆbj#c¢s$Mh“h \atisf� Â
e �xiêms. Whut
er ³ geometUyu‰n›b Ççp1¥ed tobthe c¼ua� pœysicalÚÀo¹ld ”€ Yot" is n°¼xpÙ…Òéal quòsÍi\{whi³h falls outsid' ¬Le ¤cope ofAgeûmºtr:  
itselfz Áh6rg Âñ n‰ sens‚, therŸfore, i ˜k)n†º�*�chEof©the–variout geo>|triesØ�nûF to us •reFfals: and whi¤h2are trà. S¤}žüa- a² 
they[reæa*l{freH frÔm Ë#ntr~dictið.ü’theyTarðall  rue.à=h/ p‹òpo
"iƒn whVch st©tes th†M¾a×cÅrt¬in a!p[icÔte(ÖHo¦ a gemJu�yªà posi#[ehi¹Ïnot itgelaòa ÂnŠpçýitvp}of th¦t+gÓ3Æeëry. All *hat thñ 
gemtryƒiisefºthlls us is that i¯°aîyzhi
%Ícan  ürnuÈ}t '¢derÊt
e d¦finineŠns,µtÔw>l› a²˜\†La£isfy &Áe "i9ÜÐemÂ.ì®t ¡s tÝešåfore‚R pureµò lag©îw] wy™ em, anWç:tê prÖpo²stioÕþ ÈNØ¢Aure!yš 
alitix Çúo-Êi™ivns.#FAý ´. Ãgr26 Hcr¤èhHn I prop¢se 4estÇ øhe õ½µ«
™aty ofÐPr9. [n aÊà:g¹ßÌysn tradÐtionL� á¯6·osR§hØ lsfunrÚalýecys§ŽoÌ£Øts assumJtons,tar
Ss ûRiñcy î¢ ex¤št will d'.2nÔúnñt $cl^  % it@Ún/ùípF!”
rmjngHÊ–�rvice1– aÊ )nertai±ÿán_, visÿCL¿(Žr ÝtheC):kxà“’ÚencÓ, or deroraõêof – w�ic™ is„{om�thing easœl7 ˆepaced by -itf#h 
uÞt—rÝ, Bnd te^hnology,fbŠÂ, `4her, itJâSl/âe-aiÇ #Kabl0ÜÂy O©t Gssumçgµa ùhilosop˜‚ca tance  for in r¹s”²•IquM cha:aÞˆer is the 
caacity to remwU%¹aloof frùm ¥h{l!sodhicïl uÀP3ents}“It is ¡n thi* È3nŒªxtò|h(mWrt share sii-a(FiesíJith loëis, m:thematács,3=, 
asúwellP~scie=f±.ÒBu! whe°eÂs tht otCÌr edeS—§rs a8eÙu¤á“ìŒ,µ¡µt is not. AYt ind4eO eáisÐ for is
on
Úa…e† 
ãIn -hi• period of_o½n, after 
h lâs~h7 fndr÷ligio”,‹aÕtFmay Îdssibly beío+ eMd”¨vor )ha± fÒlfžllœ íhatïano´Fer aDe might ÿve "alledÔ“mTn’s s$i«Æáa÷ ne˜ÚñKr¶Or, 
ayb•ÙCr iay .f"putting 7… might beñtÃatGar dãals analoÔouDyxeiðh³th¢st¥te85onŠthPngs �beyoÚdÊph§s�cs¼ wher§ philosoÇkÒ hœd 
t$ maÊ° ass¤rðion
. ènd}-Ht’s strüng,LÁis tIat eve…ãtµe pre(e:in— N5n¼ence v ov aµseÑtïmn/ nç 4Á~nàt .e v…QNfi d by art� 
Art’pjoily cladm3U
 for ar-¯:AWt iò thu«ef¼nª/iknŽof»artP 



æ      ”O-ESVU
NReprin=Èdj86rom2StuTªo)4�t$‹µatdôn«‚Ô(OctŠ®er* L969) 
Ó MortonãWhDtŠ,§@h~ Age of AøalysÌs (New6:~r0: M„nÁor Boo‹s), p. 14 �#
2Ibid., ü. 15  A
3 Ižmean•Ð£ tšÊs E�isteä‡ialism ë£Å¸PheÓo˜<nlogý. ;venWMežHŒau-öÿ°ty, wiBh?hëV³midd¦Ê-of-the-ršýÊ2po<átion -O�een 
empürixusD ØRd ratToæaßû8} cünnHt ÁxVrec™¨hiS pØilo§oph¼thout the—useòof words (thrs usiÏ [KÕceàs); nd·fYllowìng Fhis, hÏw 
ca«÷one discÛssU-xUeröenY¨ 4i“ out¶shf?p ßisäni˜ioâsx–etèeeØ ´u%s–éves a¢d «he wþxtd? 4 N§rõhamesjJ¿an6, 
Physisßa~¼²hilosophy (A8ÐûArbor, Z_h[Ò Uqýv¤rs8ty of MichigånSPíess), ˜g17  
5 IbiH;, @. 1+0 
6 IÙi{.,�0. 19(  
i ohe*task sQch philo€oËh‘Ðhaw tìkenÌuÏ¥¶it»8lfNis the anÄy_“functHon” ió‘øuàd p˜rP,ry w©Éhou2 ma,ing phi’$s^pkiëŸ§ssö©ion= �
4Th0R is íeÑlt!i
 ?n teE followingÙsecto2 ü
( I wuld �Rke‚µodÃak¤ ix cl§Ùr,ÏhowÐver, ÓhaTI iRtend>toÌsueak forÉÅ#Gone ÔlsÀñ÷I tºrivedÅaV›tpesü!…oclusi:ns%lon,Randnändóeà, 
itis ®-oü hés °¿nki® ,/t†4y aÿ since 19d6üæf«nzt êefore) ev"l5eè. &"ly remÝnt;y di
 Irgaûize afÀrÑmeeÐing Terrw XøŒinson that-hê and Michþ+l B
ld"i§ sÎèoe sDmilar»gùhugh c<Âtainyœnot idànt cal, oinšon{ toD±ine  
1÷ W˜b_ì6rÅs NewBDærB ”icti|n
ry \- t¾Ç XmÅrica‰ LaÄg¾age  
1í •—esconcetual le/XmÛoš :h• wo§kïoØ KÑnn¹^huNolŠþüù Jtles(OitskÉ MoœrYs L®8is,IÚon ì‚viˆ, ¬nt%oné³C›,î,–JoÉn 
Hoyxnd,âD±nóÀªfisewsenÄ ete×ê, is so dis6´llÖ `ow, t(at aGy th-t is tvûQe -s supplØed bÚ the c„ìt˜cs pr‘·oting itð T£iÊh›s seen’lëµr  
1– Mich XO$Fied¦s reaso·c Èor us ‹g îre(nbµ%gCµ)ratis…®leàe0lectMhis#”¤Ógrou[+ dand mostçf ð±, o6he© -om list criti4s) as a 
¦0choàa±Û”Èªutxmore öf it\šsÄd#ˆ t}õhi4 deT rez IŸsuspecnf to bri&g hisYsc1oäa9l U©x ie/ Òn?¶tÈ9Pm‹dr§uwzred.ýO–«gcan…
eèsily §ympatñize mi€hxßis0desire ”o
conô½ct, ;ayk Tieîª‹o«i;h Ju¸eo F’i<sƒi. Åne6shou˜d êevxrŸf7r¨ît, h±weUer, th›Y%a hWs1oÂiaÆ loves hiµªÃ¤y ³ore fh0n anythiÐ ¯ 
eìeÂÅa=t  
¡3 L
y Lippard useC th–s qSÌ¦ation iê a‰«PJtoIte yo Ad RÎin…arst’s r9Ú3oˆpŽ¼Ï"veÖc—˜;<o•ueFHJanua�y, '967
 p.åñ8  v
14 L![y �ippa5„, Õ86onste—wÌtiá('bÎ Hars) D�_light: Tçe WêiŸýø§Kn:ual,” &XdsoG Rvew, Vol. Æ  No¬‹) 4Sp|ng,�§ê28) |.
n5|Arthu5 RñoØeRWùFour¥IÐterÝeww,” Arts MÀ a�E|e&çe´á`ary,×196<)  Û!16 ¨:mTerry Aâ�son
Ïointe2 LutOj“ hý ‡Ntrod²Ütion :•{rt-”angèage (Vjl.•1, oc1),e$he CuÞŠs²»Qnever quÞst‘onedÑim–alt had Úor±hoš°gLíalœchañactri!ticž,
¡but5›�i–“ ones iŸ p1iï¹io�:wÍre Ñccep„;/kL æ
ñ17 Wh0¾ P}¤eoneç“b]ú�È aS7avi}�¾eÄis'Çó ï�yi(g a *¦ght sho"Ÿïf¤) ‡f¨he  as ‰eácoulVŒustgovtÆwaËhardùa€^sÜre €¯d xe/ tGe 
¡oodsTƒoR consid»rXbŽ+ Sesp.ñHÆ isÒ’à Bb‚:ång” ån<t6ông.H{ iÔ…sDb`idiz˜nÑ Fla);n’s “Ûtivit7 “g ‰n 86rtx§t  
Jã8A. 
« %ßer, Languageê „r/th,-azd Logi4 (Nw rk:ÑDo·Ÿr P·bli atÏons)C p. 78  
ßÞà›•ië.· p. í7  
2 I–id2õ p. çE�äzÔ1 IbiŠ.¤
1.9®  
Mù Iâi7, p; 94  
V2ž AÆiRe§nhlrWt×? re#?ospe§tiv… c¼ta²gueÛ(Jew»shðÐseu²§
JaDuJšÀ, d967ó writÞen Òy Lucy Ldppa‡dÍ p. 1kÝÏ
Ì2Ë ¨tUieŽpoet¦y’s usn4¾f com±]nNlang[:oe ão ‰tt¨m'tÑºo’H¤y thó!uÞVayable ïhµ‘‘isŽproblÊmˆGic, not÷Ky ®åer“nt×problÃÏ€i¹¼husT of 
l¦nTuÖge wi}rÄn the cÉnt¶xto¨¼artÜ<2è IroniŸawy, ÐaØy of ûh
‹ícêl ™h¯mselves “¬“nceKtuÐ€ Pwwts.& Much=of th×‘€w?rŠúisbve�WTIimÝìarût§ÊWdlµeó“de Maria5s Èoœk a] t“isóis n
tñcoincid#ntj§; de‰MariF’s w”rk]functions as 86Íkind of “objec>” äûetrCS and hV7in¬eg®i÷s9are vùryýpoetic…
Ôh\*reaû¦ySºantshiè@wßrk to þ¶¼n‡ecÞen’snl*ve@  ï
26 OpŽ «ƒˆ., ž. j2  
ˆ 9  È   r

 AïT FTðd
PH1LOSO·HBÿd1òK9)ƒ Josßh Ì=sut`  P0rtG1Ä 
S The factzhat it Øa\ recentl˜ becomL¡µa7riúnab<e forž4·yFiÙis2s Èhemselve* fo beŒsymZD¼he�icÿ+Qwar’ÀrelÃgion¬§
. .©mark½†thmˆ5hz™ó%š�[®’|own lkcÛ-9n confideèceøx&cUhe valiVi.  f òheir h-Äo³©eseê, w%ich is aIreLc°ion on chi' parœ€òrô‚ÔhH 
antirÍ¯igóous dogmaEism of Âðniteenth-cenuêy sôieniÙ—ó, a˜¤‰a—Íat ral ou1om« ož thÍ criÜ°A t°roug§óhich pys#c!‰Ìas juÁt pÄAa,>. –
A. J. Ay£r.‰. . .¾oFce one hasöunderut.od 8he Trctatu` à\eŒe $ill ýânoãt…mptatpcn i concerë Ænese>f anâÄ)¿í with •ilÄño/{,î‹hš„U 
isxne+ther empi!i³al?lýke sciÎncÒ n r ¹a_toloæical like mµhepÑtâc#; oH´wÆll, like W|ttces§ein¨mH#¯1ô ÷baÀTo p#loO¹Ìhƒ, 
whi{÷,ìastþv/ntiànaly undeþsto[d, is r[ed in¦onu1io.  
–J. OŒ årÞ%)n‹ 
TrªditƒoÈa~ phlo
“7hË, •lmos^ Ey defÖ
itÀønNZhasíQo)cfrÀ-d Útself âith ^h] u¬sûlð.The nea‘lÖ ‘öclusibe !ocu
oîðHhe sa(d ²y –w´ÜûTeÅE-{enÃ*ry4¾ÖalytiËÜl lÒnguist¬cBB‚iý³Íophers¼bØ tÏe sharSføûonteïtion tT.tE:heUu0aid ±s u§sai§ ¤eÁaM²e 
it isSu¯-aµXbO¿. regelia¼É hilo&ophyš#<FeEsen+e!ùnTthŒñn
ŸteeÊth9æew#&rò anîm�st›have b‹enÍ¥ooÓ]Žng to a
Õe�ªu¤W¸th } w°s baÌBl
 Ö¹ttðn¼ .ver �umh, the EÏlight³nFent? and KCnE.1øeÂl¶sphÀlosophy¹wasýalso ca¢ùblù Üf gVvûngµcov§r fo œdöf³èsÉ6ofkœelžgiiu^ 
belieÉ', spplbinG a^ \ltc»nŒªä¤e to Newt¸ni.¶ àc§aéiÂs, and‹fiting in©B³ t2µ¡gºo:th of/hiwtoryÈ¤s a ViGciplšne,ias½w±lþ©as ac^eÏtin 
DarwiniŸn bi86¨´Çy.2 óe a•pÖabe=óto giXe an‘ac¹vï°a¢še ‘esI˜ution tL t?ecoìþl:ctbÿtwee¤th‹ofD<yand science, asÄwell I



øÀ#e reÖut¤of He¦eBHÓ i©flue9µe ³asbeen tQòt_àUÉPü
t majorèt´ÎofQcQîtmpra3« Ìh$ltop>ers [re real y�l¸tle ˜oreýthanêhžst”rians 'f pilos)’py,hLebYariaAs º·ûhe Tru65,K+o T sp>a§. µn“�bginx to 
et the¯impreôxô‘nathaŒ ¢e-e W_sÞnoæ?
ng more to bá sa,(”AŽd c`rtinly if one reil·zes eò˜iöôlLc|¤ions f W�½Ø–�sÊ�in’s 7hink}ug,ÑaPîx¬1ethinkiT* nntÙuÈFcedË•y%himáð¶d fôr 
hifE “C<;tinen˜•l”&pZio5opry neeu nÀö ée†-óusly be co�iAerRdÜSere.ù I
 th@re a re—sonUf·r th& “"n¬ïal¡tyÁ ¯f /‚i�÷ophy in^our )C—b? ü†×aSs ñ·s can be ans¿÷red ‘êiZaok·ng;int÷ ‚îX Fi›fRr$nceubýt¼een ošr 
†i¼e9a~d ohe He»*uries§¤ÞeäÉd”ng¢°sù{IÚ túe [a” mPn’  c)[cluÐio …ÙíutSthe;word wkrefbfseú on þhe÷vnTorß°ion Þe¶haXêabèuªt 
 ifŽ ô^ specifgcally

i:×�vï5 empŒecisÈï  ÀOn gjn
raKly çÎkTth� rtion…TiàäOØ Ofte[ iâ fact,  à[lg.enesãbe±we4¾ s�ienc@^nd ði�owp<y ^adw?o gÁe~t t0a� scie.ÄstÏ and philYs@phŠr
¢wŸeú3nšünd t»eÃsaãe crs9n.(In fat, fr¹m Ole6timƒ¥ oScT¶ales, ¹ic×r†‹i Héraclitus, and AristotDe to Des9ar˜e‰ and Leµï�i.z,$‡he 
gr#a§g=aæYs in  hiTÅsoph’ weee oft[n gre&t¬$ameO $n -�ianc as well{#| Th'tðtÏe Ñl¸ ¬Âòpeõcei»ed byÁwent£Ðth-entâr87ºÎc?
nM©e§isxa vËtlëŒdifÄeýenthone å> phe oìm of ¯tj preÍ¹dingÒc£nt¤rB  noÅc ôot berprovtd hZ¨e. »sât pos‰EleN tµen, tïat 
iÔ#¶•(ectma¦ has learn-dú\o ãuc"r nd hDs ÂJnDelli™ence” iâ mu–h,ë«hat aeøÄènnÆ²ºbO³ievÐ7the ‰easvnæn‹ o4 tradºtinA ‹philo

opõy?@ThaÞ perhaöï he õ²owsUt‰oúmuüf a‹ou$d!ˆe½‰o}l  §�Òmake0ãh¶e k›nds3oû Ôc"uzionsK As ‘½ 
JampÈFJYans•Ó=s�étaMei¬u ‡ N Wpn¡p§§Ð‹sNp•y h�sÂav¤il8d i¢|clf ofthe resœlt]zofNscÓnQ¤, t hasAn—t Ëeenáb3NjotèwAng tôÂ 
ab’(ôct µaœhematca� des¼ÜipdConkµfhtha Úar×ern oZ events,butây bgrrowrn4 8he then cu�r nÍ piõtor %l desîôiption,¡f th<sÝpattern; 
¹œus iÎ ha¹ n¡` apprL?riated crtažn k_owledgŸ 
ut +on[ectures 
T9¼ìeco¦ject_res weºe oftõå Lo`Ü enouÍh¹3·ÇªYe ma -Kizeü wordw’ru‹'Áot, as weanÏw knowÌ¥for;thse ˆátÄ§t` ‘r¢c87ssescof øazZre 
which co
/ro t¡¢ $a£peniºgs 
¶ heƒmÎn-sÄzed C@ELd,‡and®brúncÁus šea»äC[ t the tráeZna/ureµoN re <i˜y�5$ ¥& c=ntiues ONe cns~q™en¡e ofÌ="K is 
thaÎÊ¶h[ saûdarU¹pKilosophic°j disc?ss¸on¥ oý m¸Ùy¾„robÝems, sucˆùsÏhosc oí Ûau/aliÑì ayX free äiÅlJþroÿïmater
alisLrr mÄntalis, re ‚asÕd o…‚aOFintêr|reîatFon �` ¥s… |AtÿŽrn oEevents]h6c½ is¼¤o lónge`t¥n<bl·¨ ^hz scÞ=ç¤ificF©ðsi/ 
öfftheÖ¼ÁoldeÚÓ!Ùscus7i$ïeasrbHen
wUghXd
aØay, and wó=htheirØdšÇÓp(earañÉe hJve …one®a,¯—Lh¡ argÇ„ents ... 6 =We |%eætie’h c²Jt
r¡ b*9Ç�t in ½ t2UB«tPTt couí-µQef€alled èthe eTdïyfópŽCl[sWphy`axd Þhe bÇg+l´7n� ¦f Grv¢£
# I±ao öo ØÌan õhañ, ÒÙ course,ä%tictlycspea"j„, bu3 ´at¸er añ®thà ¡ße\>Ýnc~”Æxf theÉs×tatin. {¢rÜa7ny l«„gÄistˆc [hiþosoph can SG 
`"n_idef7Ï the hÌij ÞoSempi‚87£im, 
ut üÜ’à.a pil—sophy “n on" <eVr.7ƒAnd t:ere ðs ercainlrÑa& “arj hend5tion êÙ ‡rt p¬eltdi¶gÖDUch ¨p,9but ¡s 
otžerHfun˜õáonóoØ£reasons-to-be a=eˆso:p]onzuncedmtýatŒt¡%abioitÒ äo 
¸B§tioL cÄûr–yo-s Fct UÁ¤i\s t  ŽÐg c+ndi¶®‘n^soödraóticalíÛ Úqaw A�2s onW9ámi0¤all® a×t…8 þnfn  mecƒaõasíic s+…s§ is th¶> a 
connection be[êe[n pbqfobophy s “‰ôd©ng”±aäd arÏµòõ§óåŠd¥n¨ÐgH” but w dontî‹nwÓt·iŸ¾#ccŸrencá ektirÑlyÇc-
incid.nWülƒþThough tñ3úsÌme Úeï‰oas 87ay be reêponsÛbûç orýbot= occuyeeuces, th>ôÙØnneZ±io” is m‰de¤by mî. 
IÃbrþngt§s al upòto ana¢µze artusÒfunctÜ“n and suØsequenty itsµvi§biLi ¶ÿ An¯ I doÆso\)oEenable¨others o uŽ

e�sQanl-t<e¼ryasÄ£inÔ¹of¨Žø– and,fby ÂxtIhion,CoBeÄ a²tists’ € arÑD ] oell¢@o pr\vid� 7 clƒ]er unŠerstand³NgZof he  erö 
øn]e_]uÏl aktë€–±
7
GH\fjNýT?ON ™F A«T 
ƒ_\›ð~ main!q11äu¸catŽonF\to tˆe X¡ser posÏ ñQn ofâpaiÓtimg isA¯€• a©vDn‹Øs in Žrt arI cerÉ2Înly(Po* al\añsÎµdrÐal nes.õ–
Do•[ld„@ùdd 1Ÿ6) 1‰
Half:l7 £Kre“‘fŸt…eˆbest nõ wmrk in th� lás.£feä yeaAs[hYîòb¯en—ne@U|”r ¨ai+§inŒÿno� sÆul-tureKW–Diald Judd (19D5)  
Everô:hËng ÷culptþr£Táýs, m:¢work doesný=
 
%Dona¹d¾Judd2¨19�·  
,;¸
idea becomÕs a mÆci¹e tót ãkes the a~l1 –SGlw"�Witt‰(1965)ÂThe one·tin± tª sdy about#A^tüis that ¾t is †neU£hingÉ Art is at-
as‡Krt1and evGÅyzing elÍù is ïíerythingŒeöse.kAr®Las ³rtŽis n;hing $³t#artË2
?A-t¨is¿notÂwh t Ôs no a¸=.ô–A: Æ¶inFardtû(396d) Ü
Ž˜? weani‡Ä is Ïhe us
†<Wit<gens¬ein  šäá mo)e func7‡on¼lxapp§7ach �oDthe ‘tudy of coYdepts has =enQeÜ toXrep+a™e Üehmt‰od fiRtrjspeVt¨4£. 
Instea? of aÒtemptingxtO gra0Á 4r desriÚ concep�qÐbarD, sØÊto speaké the lsycuo�ÎBis£Åinv¶!ç©ga$bs tdU£wi6 in 
{ich Å‡øË©fuÛŽioW asÚin4rudòÚ»tsÞin _eliefx a(d Ön©Þ“ùÞ™nt¹  
87–ÏrÏin™ M¶ Cwp1  
Me;œ*)ÓXDa‚wÃ³s a W¨e„plos�tiT‹3à… functlon� ^
–Œ†ûSeËeqÉtedÅ  
“ s� tle ÑubÎ¬–t mata ‚f CIqcept[Þleinv[sSigaFionÀ is EhïŠmea‚i“gZf ùer‡a›n wo‰és d exp§U¥sionsU– a´ ˆŸ} tŸ¹ th.gs an"s®tPLofºYùfa�r 
thñm}ælvesIabouý whichí¢e talk,whea usingè†hsY w:kþµ ï9d'e–pr(s o]! ÍK
GG.l. VynÚX-gN F
ThiÙkiòg¥ia ra%úcally metap2:riÇmKLG:kag™ byèanaÎogM is iÙ2 onµtit enÖ L87w or Ž.in�iple, its c„usFl QexqsÉ�si³¤¦ meanÙnúÉÈly
ari
eZ thrªÉgG �e—au³al c¾texts qy whâch ¯f¸~g!smœ>IÛ=or (tkõs Ihe pla#e of an�in%YaúcM of|aûso>t. T¾¹uÉvnkDf BñthinB isÎ²oÂÔa™åŸt 
!@  á a T
rt (;s k üuch anGÝVuch)82n"„thae Öasd binds Kn (o¨enl" ‚` mndi7guiseó hhe an(lÖgy, ühc4öaraCNØl,Ät\eómetap.oÌ c ‹¨pple‹or grÌuny or 
grasî oK *r.w²9y wIich l–þv Hhe miŒn ™aPƒò -Gld. It@tèkes)no Óold iì túreÕij ‹orhing f»µit ˆo h
u from, f¶! i+s thOnuingtis lheÊhaul, ëhe atØaction of l„ke¼  
]:I. ¦. =ic}ŸrdsÓ 
ÂIË t»is ™”ätðon (…w™ll dos[87ss the teµaaat¢87n etwe(Öet¼ÐuÍ– a·d krïN#~onsideä‡²r1efly f�4õali¼t 5rt be¾aRáp „îií Ç &eOdiGg wrp|
ÿe"tPofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art÷| and asÿÙÕFïtÈa+ at 6 ½…aÜog-usštõ øn?#nlytic proíoôiti©z
 an. t%aÎ itæis ar”’s`ex÷àtence DÉ = tauto~o¬ë ghat¥¦n”bTs rt tš Ñman4loof” Sro p¿lævopqiÅal Ürð&Úmp*in,87{



@ _Ó ØI—It is necssary tošžpšrate‘ašs7hàt)csìMrom 88rt ec®ue²æ?s”heics Áeaµ' /ßh Gpên™onu dn†íO§ception of Oe worQd ingeneral0 
Cn‡the ¿ast n> op 3,Àõ½)o+×BŒÑgs‹of—ârt’s functioa w›w}üt: valuÁ as 
efµraÂi“n. Âu any‚³ra�“RQof !hilo—qphÃ tha� dealtwxthý“bea“tô” and thus
tast¤, w�s iPeviTËbly ûuúybou>4 þ+ dis7usÖ arU0a$~wel
  
Out—Jf thjs “hæbï”[gre the notionDta }t<ereâwasPa concîpíÏhlZBon88ectibn beÌw3¼n &riÔaã a?sthÎtÌcs, whic0–is ¥o
trueÒ0Ö#i, i´ea ne†år dŠÁ¦icalºy°coöSicteC¼w!h ørtsticAc(nÀideratio‘s :ef§re*Âe*e^tvtÉme, ooÀ ánl€fe&¨use ”hµmorpŒol�gical 
ØhaÔuøÎerisjà…s pfÅvÉÌ peretužtd¾€�he c�n[inuitô Óë thiÌ errÎr, butýaªwö>l,û,cùse]t:e¯a£pa¥Úxt otyerb“f[ncti±ns”Ëo_ artþ(2epic+io¬ 
ofÂreléVio6sÔthrfes, eorthaiîÚ»e oWÅa `sco7·atÃ, detæiœiÃŽ oœ arÚhtectur¶á et@.) Œs¼›�art to¯c7v-r ŽpøÖ¦t  Ó3Bhen oNje<t Vr 
’re5entÚ�øvßthin Üh²cntGxðYo3ù%t (ÍDdÓ´ntµKËÜn¿entŽ objVct4 alê8 have’àeÄn se:) ‰hey a¶e§a½ eÛiK88bl  #Hr a8
tÎtcc”nsideŽýtiônc& ace a£yÕébje,0ˆ n thÆžw™(ld, an¶Ïanùa¸sþ†‘ti¼ cWìs
draˆÁ'n ™f a˜ oÔje˜teai
tiï) on 1h» realã of�a•µ ôeans tha·ûÞ$öµob¤ect’Ÿ T!5’te¤y” :[ funZtî8iBd in¤an rt ÐonteàÙ îs iÇ¼zÜµvant xo the]e"st&ztic �udYme@t2 
�The rel«Íhon¶of£a£s¤heti‰s tí=art ~s not unl¤ke �hatho- aet
e§Écs ·o »rc˜]tecture©þnüÏ¢at achite urn has a v=©y[sÙeåfcïL[ncion!Dnd hßw “good”<ts dõsign is i; prim|ril{ ƒÕaDd to&hoI wellitpperf"rbl  
åts fun
ti€n. Th’-; judgme©ts %n what¸it —ook like ô[rresÖond t” tf=eÂanô ºk ÔMn ¾eeÇt”atÜ
h orghouý«5istÏvy™di66e{ent )amôlLs of arc3itec’ure aÍH2ÿraœ\ed aÈ diffe2e¶b‹ÞiLes d3en
ön· on tx¹ aeÅýàetics çfYaûtYculîr Kochsœ }æsthetic thiykingÓha·å·‘ûn88one s) fFÉ aW to �ake ½L×»…les ˜f 
§hivecture not|reït´d to “Ûr±” Üt‰all, workÉMf QJ n (e¼selesÚ(¡„g.Ù th  ÀyrÝmidÆof EgGp1— É
AaÝtheiùî·Ús8deKa igns Òke ÄndeedaýUays xt anHoub to #nÿoSj ct’s funØhii² or u¬CÏoO-toi3e” Ulesof›cVuëse,«tha™ }bjæ?
t’s r�Xson-to-beLi-„>trict(y ¹e>thú<ˆc. ’ðEeamplN oÞ a pôrely a²}thetic#o�jqcœbi s dûcorat±vì [b4eCt, N„r E³Ÿratiû)zÛ pÙùmÑrH 
funcŒion iÿZ“to ´dd somet'ing t‰, sÞ as tçií�ke mo”e apllactihe; adon;éo“nmenÌ,”1ã a¼d this rÆÎÐtes dørectl}÷tIta`tö  
AndôtFiÚ $eaSs ßs øirect§y tV “formÒ|ist”gLr™ and criŸiË•¤m¸11 ForÎalis�ôrä á-ai>ting„an  ¶ Ê(‰¦Þe) is the v@ngua”À oÎ

dxoration, anï, sòrictïy s�²7iâg, one coÄldÕlea²on´b„y ~ssevgt~at its aWt condition #s¸sÖ minima* D™Lýxfor 
all•fu÷ctiœnal>pRîp1seEiË ™s not Jrt at allÜªbuÍ p†e 3èe¹cisesWiÒ ¦›sthetc›/ rbove all^thÞgs ClŒmen† Grµ†nbrg ˆþ the88›itic �f ‰as‘e. 
Behi«¥ÀÖvery oÅe oè ði• dnci&ions is n aestÝntiÁ¶ÓudgmežoM'wit† tÏoseNjudgmÒn˜sÚrefÿeftnngPhis3tas88e Ì
éNndÅwhÔt wµes h•ßŠtasˆÆ²òe½lecìe¬Th,«"erio<Uhekgre¤qu© inba a c)itic¿ tme pDýioû ¥§eal,;fr h›ŠÞ the ifteà.ëÀ kow el×e Êan 
èêeaúcount¤V½r, Yi¿en …isÒtheo>}äÆ �ôif ¡hey dv~ any l“šic 1o th~m‰a ¦ll 4±Yisdisi8te¤es÷ in Frénk Sfe la, ÍdßRein¥a7dt,þed 
ÈthÕrs7ay;l$caEReåto ‘]s ðis©ü’icÊ¶s¤Àeme? Isv÷t ecaºs°ghe is “. . . baxcalll F‡]mYaòhetcdoç øerso$aûl.nexäörôenti÷l ñ\EuÄds”?
35Or¢ ig o4heräwSrd, ¨the+r worI§d?esn’Õ¦it hi tas•
?” Ëut ¸n the¯p(lés‘ph3c t„bula r×äao art, i˜ sLmeone Talùs �"_art,” aê þonê�W�d÷<as caÞd½ “Êts aUt�”ri\ve\ 
gñ™™`½åoÃ<alistDpaiLtinóZand_sc›lCture caŒ be g<anted �* “çSçGo%aityon, but .nöö bö vúrtÎe o×dt-e¾¼Špre tntario†Äin¢t§rmü 
of�™h�ir µrt "dea (e«”U, aDreZtanguöŸrashapÔå c n–ûsãsIr´che�ÃoœerîoodeêRsÖòprns 6n�Kswained w÷th sch a}lEsdch 
cÂlor:Í§usUngTWhch andùsuchø#orm88, givin�˜sUcH!nddsuðs a«vWsu}€ exÛerie™e> ¢tc.yô ”f �ni lfo¦[ÂtÛoÇtempor!r 
rt in this  ug(t Wnô rŒal¾"esGah“ mi¬im�l=ºr„ˆtiµe efOtrt3töken‡1n th�üpart4ofè� rPaôist grñis�s spJciÌica½l6º and Mll pa�ne@s‰als 
XPòlptormŠw¶‰k—n1 as`suYÆ ÍU†—y)Ôgen‰rally* 
88Si] bCiQ”sÖus to¾the rea†â•atmžµ Óhatìf�raJËêt×a¿t ónd c;itiT¤gm(pccepts a
†f ded˜n²tizn f m-d one tha  exists&sÌlúly .n mrphol™gica; goEns.ßz¯
lÂ ŠÌvasŸ quanV3àŽ of similadgowking¾o
je¯ts crXimÒ�es (¸r visHally rÌl[tem objec±s -r<Žm4Püsµ may ÍeeÙ¨to b�Çe…atedÂo› »HnnGLted) becauûñ³’d  siìilait³'o6 
visu«~±þxèerõeŒti?l-ŒÕeadinÏ’Û”¤Bne cÆÒnoq cqaW< from t,iË úSa°tØstic o( éon3p±ual re�t!oHsh7p×´ì§   †„³�'The Xuncôi×n oñQ:rt,  
äs a �uestîon,Twax eö�st …aM;88d >yçóaØc$Úü8c÷aèp§ Rn facê iy·is M7r$el guchamp wÆo* ®e Zan cr9ditM_tt`gä‚µn'‚a¦¯…i-s 
o�Ñ`identity.O(One can ¤rt«Hnly Tee a endÉnc towa$ô“thiseaµû2i#eQtific„tionofaŠ¶t eégánZngóÔitY Ma€µt and Cézan‹å t:ough fo 
Cði”m,j6 ·;¹Öthvir wo@ks arS ˜i/�d and ambiguos ‘yÃcom)arisì« with D¥ÃhGê’s.) “Moder–L�aFt aÏdÂe work be÷ore ^e$�|5 c2nöctedvcy 
vurtue o� t`€irâàor
holog¹ð Another wa\Êÿf[pÌtting¥it w”uld be t at �rtÁs“�anguügË” remaine¤çthAûs°me, ?ut i‘ was s(ying new hings. She e0I’SÈthÈt ma|
è˜c€nceivabtÒ te iet9uzation [Mat<wt wa` Ÿvs´ibl¨{œoö¯soeak anZtheråIánguagR”
¸nd ¶tiêàëmMeåaense in ažr waW¼Ma~cel(Ducøßmp’i fyrs<ìunZsÃIst:| Ù:adimade O!
W~th©
he una sistedR\GdÚ
mcdek ürt &h4ged ?ts focunÀ1romAtheQform ofthÊlaòüu½ge2t$ what :as beun( ¿ðBd.7?hÖc meansÀthat iy ØhanÁ“d  h˜¤nPtUreÿof at 
fº—m_a³¡uµsaio~ oy-ôoºph™log£ o a qÙention oh �uþcæ€nû T�i' chaMgá I oSe¥zromu“g¿0
*r�n¥e¦ €o “
ogc"|tion” – w‡s ¢h5 b9ón@ing of “mÝÕrn” ™¨ €nd Œhe 88íìn
øng of ÈonceptRÉl¥art8 A~…‚a&t {aš/eiÚ
cha©‹)éisç±oncšpÆJal žinÌatu]ªÜ ecu,eMaIº ’Æly`Å.ˆsts�conepäu‡üly ‡ÇãEhe “vèlue”\¹f pôr¨¥X·a§ïant[tP afÛer DgchDmp³an ‹â2weihed 

!coùúng hë how m8ch tÒe>µVueKT#oþed hz n
tôreˆ#  art@’whEch ƒs an‚t¸r uay of s‰y\n— “w4WÚ th: a¤deû t¶ theØcB‚cÐp<iÉÇ äfŸartŒ o® whav 
asn…t there befor± tËey starí dp ¨rtist¤œquesthon tÇevnatFre ofèar�¤S pr‡sŸnµinw Çe5 pr™posltions a¸ t< •rt¼sfnz§ure.1A%X to 
do$thisƒon{ücannot concern oões¢lf wi¤h theYhandåë-d(Dn Ílanƒuake”of 3rÄditiî‰a±7ar½, s 8h+> atiƒtx is ™aseddoMßthe 
MssumÏëVonÑWh„t¥þh+¥e ¤® onfy one wÅ-ùo}¤œramÃ
g 6tÛ2r6pžsit¾
Fs. BÛt the·vDry stuff » art i² indRedbg¡ea)l\ òela>edltoïŸcrea_¬Fg” new pLo‚osiš:nW  
T� c@8e —Â oDNenÁUÎÒj – 
=¶ticRlÄmGy ¸A refµ7�nceÞtÐ DuÏ›amp 0w^hat obje|³Ö}of artIosuch asQt†e H'aÅy-maV5s,Eyf �ovrne, Œ�¤ Sll aY is `mp€Ë„d in 
thi‡JF9re jÞdge
as objet³Ñjlrt ßnëlœter ye<rs‘a{dmthe aètists’ in¼eotios becom� 
Å(emÂvaqt.+lZch
|nÿartm{n�uisÕÇe cÐ’e #f‘ãApr¯%onãe1ved not^Óò¢r:eru}† £oge×heÚ n4i §ese½sa¹ilñrelaöed aQtsÖ ThÂ
�nt
is thiÅ:¹«&st�et¯s, as �p -aMe po�ntÔd oÒ',3Ãre;conœ£pßu¤—ly~Í#re0Uani tÆ üÌ-  



�Thð, k•H hysCc@lU§h_>g6ca™ bßco Ï objÈt db�¦të tha¤öis zÞ—$èy, cn îe šonsidšrÞ  ZsteÓu§, aest@ tiëallyŽ›”easÛng, etc."But 
this as no#b_rin” 1nàShe Ÿbect’s…9pplic ion to “n °rt onÕext; žòDŽ
s, iªôîu�c¤iÈningeiŽ E‘,rñ Áö†tãœt.:(aãg·0!i) aÛ%ol¦ector t–ªÚs a÷pai`³iÈg, at“Qches 'egs, and©u;es ¼Æ ÜM a dinông]taùlebiØãs an4Xct 
uÅrilat¿dºIo art o² `h.rtisî»becãus,É4s…artý tha wa§Õ’Ò?tæe;arti¬X’s inte²tiok.) ztGis ô~€iojÃ ÷øe°Ét°a89U¢�r`alist c-Stc))m’sSre6iÃnce 
ãn ëorõhoƒ:gØAlýadsº–¿essar l„w‰e& a^©iaÁ tow¡rdìêh§ moÍphIlogyÀof tradiŠiona= alów Apd
i=thiö :ems tDeir critiùšsm BsÉµ!tOrelted ‚n h “scieûC·f‡cçmetµÂï” Ú’ ny±"· o\ ô�piä Þsm Ías Mipha) ŽFJœd,6�iDÒ ‹iÒ GetaRŒeµ 
d™sÁriptions `f paitingC'and othðr Óschala¶j”„ºar‘h»rnalÆa wouNz w–ût�œs ™}®belÂeve).÷Fodmalˆst fritc^sm is n ere Æan an 
analysi^äÞÔþthã phyÑicaŠ˜a tTib÷tQs‹áÕ ømrz˜c`õ �o×$eSts %±¦t hèpp7n t–Äexist i1çaum®rp(ol‹gical cõnØÛx-  ent 
ùhòs¤o¥sn’t¶dLÂany k@owledaº (bÕïZacts÷ Zo ourÌuh¶úrs2éýing ìf the‰nature or f3
c–ion <f¤aòa. <nfÛæÐiªhbr do¢6©iƒ2kîm¶enš on£whet
er Zr not ‚heqÓjectqyanalyzedxkH…everè
<rks$#º ÓrW, i< ah‹t—forBalist Hritiâs olways ¨yˆasÇthe  on1ŒpÜuHl egumeät in woÉks of aî5.áxacµ€¹ why they#do’t¶�oõent�on tû 
cohceD—Gal elHïbt Pn$¤or�s�f¥¾Ft i¡ prucisltSÙº’au�e¼formgóist ar‰ is on†y a9t b• vi�tue í� i«Øes
m^laÒŽe toáøarlGeÐ worísäAfÃaˆ. ¹t’sa mindlÇOs art  Orzas+LucQ Lipæard ¤Û sþccinStlbcdÏscric‡ &Sˆ‡s O¬ðtÝzñ’sÓDêinrvgs:rŸhs’re 
§isa® M)89ak.514 Š‡rmalXsãcri;icsžandÁór8i-ts alSÝÌ do-noS †ußÉzi™n¶ !e Éature of aštPübât a�rI-haôö zaid eU
eNherÜJ BeiÍg ÍnpaYtiet n©w mxan tê question thvnatue of-art. g_°ëe iç quÏstio-ˆÇg »h8 naùu³eÖoœ©paintûŒg, (n. J`nnot Óeëq*e›on•| 
th¯ ntgr{ oÆöar»ý Y¨¿a± 89Átist Ÿ¶j)tsLpa¦vtOng (™r w‹upture) h«,�s acept¶ng the trad»tioF tÒaG goes ñith×it O„-l’s befausmátüeoËoÅd 
erE¬ésdgeãíåa«�aßd t@%omd Œ,ojting'iá¡peÇiôiÙŸ ¼¶i–ungQ © kiI´©oá amt2ƒ
ðêw yQu make�¸azntin\Hryo”a†eYalready a‚-eptiYgó(notvŸ ±stQ/ni©g)Ôthè na¥ure %f a{u. On' is th0ø ac½e ting thß*ntur of Çrt 
to(¡e¤t©eároï¶aY týaditio†–of aTpFin›ing-súulpt‡ie [CÝotoky.15AT™¬ stronge,t objecFµonson caE r«…¡t˜<instÙÁ moqËholoical justi¦c…
tion for%#r†Ú÷Wional at is thatÌmhrIhŒlo—icalnÍtÊo†s of*csõ úöbod4œan iipled  prio‘i›conceðtÊoÿ ar89’s/possibili
i¯K’ Aÿù su,h è a§ƒiÊr?:co„ó¼ptof the9nsóu’e¨of¾aIœÙ(as 4¬p±ateùfr'JsanFl—tic·ll)¯fr|me£Varàpr‰pãsition‰ o¶Û“wor°ƒ” wh`choI 
wül{ ªs“’ss lat}¯r maken it  inœred TÕ3PiÛi: impos@ible to ques–ionUth ¬Õtuûe of art. †d N£is óuesti`nžngÊof ¨he naSure fg >t\ÿd a 
¯ryi©poØtantÂ onc/4t 89n understaD–n89 Rheófunµtbon oâ aÉt  ¯
   ñò   And¹wÁtúhol's ðrye forêõurh!mpÅs+„rk appl—es aW w}ƒ-÷o mosNbÉf çQe„arD£aftev h2.F¦|ÏotÄeI`wþ']s,ct
Ùvalue o[�?±-is� – orGinÂv÷n{e�–MÇs i›• iea ñ1 $heßre�lm ofíar œ }ot tY¶øphD@i‚aÙ ¸r HÕC-aT qS(8iies ¯een²in a Éaecöfic 
pDin{®nò nr tTn´parÂicuZqrizæiíˆ(Wf$cert*+xcí›
rs ‡Óý89Žes� orætèeFe…colqus?¹nd ºhåes…are ÙheqatÜstlÔnguagÈ,” n‘ ¯ts©mü™ningÔco�c4pÿuaélM as art. TB lõo! upon—arLâb:st 
“wasteÄwŒrk” nz'¾*¦ŸÜµt i¬ LonsensicÙÇ conc'pal[Ñ spe/king, as far aoGart is c;n$UrldÅ (khat \isual invoxma,iow tGat ²<µ Tnique 
inÂþub{s÷áÌ þœguage has now bePn ˆençrallÜ absoøÒed 
nd Þ.îþa 
ot»to doš¼tNþtheãÑˆy÷ån�ch÷cG ¢ne Teaòs ‹tŠ pã%òti¤c “(ing=iscic(ll€..\ß$.gµV˜
hatra ðu£isQ pa€@ti2g mea©t exÏe°im’neallyÊandÁcÖtceptïaÐêy ˜o¿ Óa¤ŽêGetñude St;…n,·is ‘eon® urÏsp®cu‘Ò÷i^ø be}auŒe�toe 
Äam_A‚:it¦g theã“uùŒnt” sþme²hing �©fýe®enÈdthan%it|7¦Ësˆnow.]) Û$eúênal
5‡1now Šf anHorg1naÿ}CubzstAp¬iniSd is –CË uulik�: iá moÆg Ô¤®gektŽ, =n orÉg¢nalUanusprqp|by LÈ°dgBr‹n,Óor TZe piritzof St
Louis 
s×it €#see©^inCthÝ–SmithÏonMan gnsqBtu9oä ‘
¿n~ee9u Òusecms fiyl tsÂ=Reõ\ samT uÈJtion as the S$gøh¡on˜þn‰nýÈitu6[ot – W0yCelÖ� would ‹hÔ#JeuÚde Paðme wi«g›of ¨·• 

oRvr vxhibtt CézSn“eãø and¯Va> ¤égh�stpa|ett®s=§s ¨A•udlP Ås they �o Ohe)ü pailtnuÕ?¾ œct„Ÿ
 worŽµ oû ag
 ºre¢ittleoã?r� tha± hi3‰oriÓal curiosiAieÿ. As ftr . art3is cü¡c˜rÍedVan Gogh’s Yain+i{¦| aDek’x wor£q¥ny morŸ th÷~ ¡is {a6»öëenWs.?
Theyfare ‚th ßüÏllectoƒ’s ¸tm.”Þ7VÌt ²`iJ‡s” throgkinflue
ZÖAg )theE a_t F ŒV exsting a“ KãqÓhysical äesiàue ofÎaÒ a[tist’s ÿdeaÂ The‘rea¤ŠÖthân diféeSent aœisth from ˆhe pasttaKe 
Öbrou¦¡t ±Œ°eõ Õgain isËbecùuse ÷oe •specÄû1fˆðhÁÅr wor«íbec¦mes @us‘ÿle” Ô ~ivingáa¿tist(. T=t¨Æere iÎAn‰ Ìtr0†h” aî ¶o
?haƒ artDis ÿeemŸ qite BnrZaliƒAd  f
Whqt Is the fuqòßiol o¥'årty oÞ tÕk ´aaur
‚o™ aºt~µI”–we contiWue�óur"ÕIalogy cf cŠEfÆrm¿ aCtÄîèÏež ùs$e§M) art�sÞi5ngòþgŽ‘oneLcÇØŽrea4ietheº ’ªat  ¾orkòoG artá�s ø knd 
1f pço-os‡t n pre1enŒed withip›F¹eÒëonÊextÕUf art ›p-š c¨mmeWt QnÀar‚º WeIQanëthenŠæB fuÌther ó;Ä aÎa½yž±Ø[h typ�s of 
“ëropositÞoëâ.( æíJd —e’| evluatëSnæoÞòaÈt’â dÛsPiÆctioH b_t1
”n analytöc¸a¤dW
µþ'h3Ùic«b� �r‚ulËt± Ès here: “ ëprcposo¹ion isòanalútÎc|w™)n itvaÌiditq;dÝpendsm�okeâ.on ª¥e·²˜fi§“i¦“¤«Åf ]he ´ymbo9·]Þt conta§n, %Áì
‰n†üetic(w¤e‹ itª vaÙi¨ity ÇsydÐtermin+d b÷ th¡ fa®t’îof‰eCpeJiníe.”1J The aÊalogk I will TttÅmpç tÉ mzke ½89þDní UutweeÇÀth 
ar6xÜonšœ‘on þsš th conditÕon ofÚthe analyticðp]oposi\iona >níthaã they d¦ç’t Àp*¶z¥tâ be~#elie able as Øthing;esô, or beUaboÌt  
anythinz (ot´r thVnagt) the for²s of_
rt os§ lea(lEëfÊn6.lyžrefer©ble onˆy ñ¬ ar† h²veLbee5 orºs clYsestßtou°nBë©%calm�ropo§žtions®ï�
™ï×ks AŽÚ]rt ‹reÚý¥aJmt)c propoÒi5i˜Žyç That�¥s, ”f vieweÅBwih]n theirècon‰ext XA aäý – he� provi˜�˜n% énf rm”%þon wý+ts%üv<b 
bo¦tka:y @attcr of 
¼ct. A wVrÌ of a©Ý is j ta«toloºy�in nM¿E it iŸ a crese
a�Ÿon9of 2ke artûst’±9int«tio=,ÖthEt is] hm is s`yÙng Êh`‘ hatwpprtiÂ(
mÅÀwTàk
cfÄØÛh¤ûñ�Nl^, chi+h mean£, n¬a ïefim06iƒ o9 art.T…usÞÂthmt Ít is art isStžÓe a pôPori (wÌic is wh9t Judd m89abs when÷ße st¨tas t}~' 
“if someope c~Þls i‘ ar_úýit’s \rtŽ)  
IndPeP, it isònˆarly¹im¤osçÛbl»!ÄŠ 
âÚc—ss·†rt ‚n ,½neôal DÑms w hoà�ta±kiÏg in tauto<ogies – fûo tµ-tøemOì tBâgrabpH Brp by†any ïthei
“–aô¢M�„i« erely toµ›ocu  n tŸothpŠyôpeá or q7&lÔty > the pro®osi´iâ…à ch{ch is us-úllyb@)releûaŽtÀto tÖe189rworpNs 
“art�coêdition.”@On¼¡6egins!no âe«l=zeºtga}Âart’õ JarX‹con„ition” iO§Ðcos&eptuÈã Lte. TratÉtMH Xnngõag¨forls tAat thefart‡Þt 
fraæ¤† his ðõÄ®ositioGs•in aËe oste“©“‚ÿkvate”ªod¡s o( languages °s aµ  ÃevitÏ‡Z outcom¤†o µrŽs¸fr+ndo‰ foO ÎorphØlSgfca; 
µÆnstrÎ¸tioøh and^®CbfoQlow¾ fo÷¯this Ú7èÇÙLne øas tûObe fCÛiL&ar)úi¬žŽcoNte¿porary art toapË9ecœùg_Ot‹abÆßund¡rsÊ

²d it. LikewÕže >ne und<r×Kand# w¢ô¾t/€ “üaR inOthe s§ree” is intLlerµ7t to §rtis¥iý’¯rÁnd a±w‰ys¨deman
L {rtÀòn a or¶ditional “Ì£nguagl.+›}A,Y one BndøBstanû÷ w~y f˜ m”liJt art sells “©ikI¨Ø¤ t"Òrs.!ì¼'nl™ in paiÓti%gqand s¯uÒp uÏeÁ('d the 
Èrtif's µll speakW,he sa¡e languageFsha¤ais calleç’“Novelty’ýcW”‚bXdh, fñrmlistq7iˆ®oåen¶toe0Pttþmptto ÙinU ne lý¯÷uagesm 
althè$öE a\nÃD lang�ag˜ doe'n’D neces<¹rily me9×…the fraJi´ê›of n¤e”àrÃpo~iÕio@s: `‡gÈV
most k?ne{ic q|Ìêe'ecronic art j



òA4oÏhew.ò�y Þf st¨tFng9 in rlatiÆ to arn wÔatˆAyerOÞssertûd@a»outÉthe ýƒalyt¼c meth€d rºà¹he z—^texÂ Ô¢¦„ang{cg ÒouÊÕ be 
tGÒ+Àoosowingq T�nLv`7idŸt¹ ê` aŒ�is2icÁpRÖ0osi�¿o¥s is æotÝd™pâden¹ o«any «mpÚ ical} muchÚlesý°ny|
Ves'hæticœp�esjp÷o;ktion aúout Vhe nýtÂre Ù;tÒi¨s. For t•È )r¸Å«t,™
s Rn90a anystü is´n£t ÌÞrettl@ TDnD4Ÿpeµ 
ith th± lfys“cal�ÀoopŽrtie# ±f thinûò. He is@co�Àerged o†lywwi¬µ t9e wa '1) in (hW
h yrt"is 3apa¾lmDöV concep/ualFŒrowth andcþ2ˆˆhowzCis±p²oµlsi]ioKs aeícpab¼e%1f¸…ÁgVcalla kïlloúinC+that gr-hW19    ½  ·P$r• 
ExpressionéIm,çco¤QinuingŸwith°ky�rösœ‚¬¢ms, cou†d ze½c6nsižeéRdÂ suŽh8iAsse·tence90whch í1nsñöç
d„>f dÁXonsfrat³¦e Xymfol�øwou
d¸©ot³express ?genuŸne propost+on.Èf¾ 7ou†dobÄ  mere£Œjîculaíio’. n nOÙÉayÎÉharachÍr¤jþË£itüat ># which it�was\supposeÞ tÔ 
re1×V.”´Ýxp1‰sHonËstqworks!90e usu Á y sucÔ “e¥¾c¯laNion&”*õâe+entŸd in thÌ m²rph†ßogical \an3uage of tra&itio¢al art
¾If Polloch i��;òpo}a�tÀiP›{s buca)Ðe he pai~teB on loosežcanzas·:õ§ivfntaå‰y)tØÖt�ž blµ?  
>haWãksnÈt 9áco¾šÔnt is tha³h± l(t½ p90-ñOse dNippunds Ùker str¤tc¡s,a³qëÇunð Áhnm Qa:al–el to vhe wÍ,!.a(‚ Ht!er w6Ûds ¨‚atzis i 
1ortênt4ðªzârp¸ÚK‡what oneCbr§ngO toCiI, not o÷e’s ad¤Ÿio‰ of what w>s ”re´fouÐl× e¼•stxng›) W¾afRis N5Žn!�a«s«iúp#štantSto a
%tVis o]ôoükˆs Što©s oé GseIf-e#âre#ëiÑê”
eau¿ûótho;eŠkinds b> èÌ€jectÚve »e»µings arNus‡l>só¬toBan÷One otÁOr thaM those ¦nvoÔvedšSit¬~Jim&pqrona90ly.×AdƒtÐeir 
“spcfic” quality¼putá;÷ùem outside¹PÒ•ãrtä| cont•xt 1
ì“I dJ nŸÜnía¶e ar, RVch›’µ Serra sas, lI áð en«eged<nCnyacti·itû;Èi xêm²o‚e a tsy7º caïl90iö aÄtaþtßat’s§ºi¯ bÛsVnes°,œb tØitÇ n
t up to më#àŠ decide ‚až+ ThauÈs llgigured µ_t atÖ.” ²erra,×¸hJn,'isNje/y €Ìch/awarÀ ðu�he implicat¬ons of0ÈÍ© work.}If Serqà 
iÕŽinMeed Üust “fig¶ring out§w×a ea@ ÊoeV”'(gravitat$on¼çöyz ŠòºÔ*u”¼<¤õ eÊcƒ)s wh~ sÊ±uldâany6†e thMŸ, Bf ig=as art? 
IË;¾eüôo?sn’t tak& tGe resåU…sžbility ofhit being ”rtrwho zanƒµor™sÁG
l|? }i<�work certaošyWapˆarsStn Œe empiricüþl7Ãve‰ifi blem Fad 0a+¹do, —~d be Þ£dnfor, mhnyE\hy|ical2actƒviÿhes‹hDnotseŽf¡thit 
does>!nything‚bït )šadŒuâ-intDìa diÄßogu± aÑÌutwt©ä�Dvßuae,œf artÂ©In a çen¨  Õe? Xee¤s“a‹p
ÀmitiÂe8 Hep";s na@idea Ãou% art. H@w i}fit tìÎnºth«t÷we,2noAåa ´t ÂÒis a/tivÔty”™ eëaBsHùhe has(òPQd ‘sÔô¾ùÿs vr�ôbyhi% 
acçÒod¦ ašteën“hie ctÖvi0yW hasƒtškenplace. Thªj Ís, dy the¹fa6t khaòý-e isìwifh several ×aL§eriÿüT «utsã+8e phMhÚcal r¨jidueŽo8 
Js¼c¦iv¼§% iºXÉu'uì+(Ýn�¡s§|Ms 0hemátíçÀ¤t collLct¦fs – Ñ« aåÐWe ha¬e ‹1nte†|Uut, ’¿âlectors are irrsl{vañt ƒ:Lhe€“clôdVtio¡ ofèa2t” 
où a•woBkç  
£h8®'Pe ª*nieÂëšÀs áorý is art ¢¦t plÞˆs the urtist ¶s moÿeßtµafájus, Orparad,xn Ø?›rañsecretlH feel® thj “Yr©,˜od” is rr©ved•aÅ 
em“irßc{llA. “îÓ§, (ˆ A…er has ssaQ(dæ Theíeáa³e no ñbsolut]Vy c³/Üax empi¦ical ¾rohoæiÖi×¦s½It is S²lc=&¾u$odowie th˜ÑÃ�üce}p (n  
E‰piFic›l¨quËPKiCs 're ³ne n( áll £yÉo he?es, which m{y b  onfime <r di)crµdited’:n as xa×µs´n'V xæe˜Þence. A4 thâ 
p?op¹xÂtiYÃ çnMwi½Åm“e ýpcrälPu observationÓÂhatLvµ‰·fy theseÝhypotheJÏýæPretheæseves XyˆotÒe™ep w_œ]h are sbjecl tƒ ± 
o}�•Åtof f§rtleß>°ne experiøn‡*.¥Th;süther; is ní f‘n€l Dropositiinf°2ÒIé o…he{ ŽoVdsš 'hÍ4;–oÚ¢siê×ons Ò*Äañt dre noä ëàcF†hl, b:t  
Ìnguistic ¤¦6cha�acéer [�t,at is, tñ d¤do¤\Žtºdcs¼¾ébe the beàav”or)4= pUysicaó, or£eveÖ íentMleobâejtg; tþBÖ Ÿxp’-sËyefinitiºps of 
artè o\ tXe X…äm5È ˆons©q·e1ces ofâÒfÐ÷�ons˜oš Îít. Ac�ordyn4vy,n eƒcÙ† say thaò ®râ�p‡ aÍˆs ^ a�žgŠY.Bto— wx ¼Žal] s�e µhat 
tö+«charaêtyriÇtÏ Þrk¤¶f a AurÁ]ž lãgE*a Yn]uirymi`¡that it Hs onvÒgned witht%e<fÜí�aš Con-çque]cusìoS]ourpŸ»FnitÇžÏ<s(0f_rk) 2n“³ot 
wimh-u9òeioús of e-pŒri\al fact—0¥To -óp|"Ú,Qwhàt ¬rt h¢s inæyommon w9ì‚$
oÆrran© õth&maHics is that h4Õis« tigÿolo™3; i.”.,>thÂ “¿rt ide§”Uýo¥ “µork”)¦ao %rt Sry èheîsme and ~«* b, °pYre
(¤Í1+Qah vr@ ½i
houtgoi=g vtsidˆ ¤e conøexêofkar-fÉ– /âri)Rþ—tHon (
On theY(therˆhan-,fjÜtÇus consrde¸ ¦ÌY arŒ cnK¦t 
e èoñ hÅs di©dicuŒyÞPe ÌpÑ att[pts(t< b‡) v£syõtKeti1 ÄÈoóosi)£oÓ.!Or, t$Èt iú to*say,whenÇJÈe tluth oÊ fGY¾]Ôy ofmits,æs¼ïrRioÝ 
i¤-§ÖrÞ6iœ
€e on empirica§ Xr¾uÍË¤  
AyÈE st»ts: ü0.º. TÎe Nriweri£nï¤y whUch Üe’€eù�Ùmine+t.e öalÀditTFf aY
a£pXiorH or sVÌ�yÌÎcalÝproposi~iÒn ª?n(ï slffcG!At t¸³deter:inK Th¨´Lìlidtywof“an eípiE¥cal orÜsyn·VAt‡cj«Žp¿qit›Òn‹ Fo9 Õt s 
cha1ac¡e›”s�ic ofRemÆiµic l prªpeRi÷iÞ(Ý thatÒthõir vxªþvÝ½yÎi– not #ugely formö_. To say–‰haäU ÜeomeÁrDca—²prÕpÛsitio¶, 
orûa sstem «f àešm÷trical prfp1ðiJi¡ãs,ú5fa…sK, Šséto çaÖthat itei
 se^f'iontraW+ctTr]vC>uG an eL\isi/ažÄpto{oS§¶$ocõoÆbö£xžst©‰ v~piricaÆæŽŒo%÷sitiUns,pCay be fr
e fromûÌontradi¶tion anºsk¯ll{bS Ölseö I· is²s�i–`to be Áã5;eº no…&Å“c¶useôt i& ‡oLmallÖ deùeótive, à†t Òeca¦seC[t ñailsØ“Ù 
×atiÎ’yDsome)mžt+©i° crit\iínã21åT×e¢Nnreanit= o� »rUaªóstic” art :s d®z (o its �AaminfasÄ,–Ñr plopo�tÖœnUincsynthˆèiÇ-ˆerEf:åoneZi4 
alçays t}mvªe} toòverWf¿þÅ¼he píÐpo6Þ?ion+eepwrÏa§ly.hRealX<m|s³sËnt¨RtjÁØstate does&nî‰ br–ng oÇe¤to a ôú'cuxar='ing 
bëËkzi©$oä üTlo8Œe w\th telCrS›r fraˆ¹w¦r( of q¤est ons aöoÎ Ãhe nYt re ¿äart (a o;F <heqqor˜jof PaPeKch, Mond-iaO ™ol8oTR, 
R«inhardt, ZarþyÞRauach“tÊNr, J§4ns†"LichxeÞtÇin, WaAú>ln—0qd�e,AJu:‹n ËýÉ“iÑe DWæt , Mor÷iÎ, aêd ot°ers), but ratjery oíe is"flg´g 
outÞof arÏd%'ÝorbÚ”GintÐ tÍË“©`&iûite sØaLe” ofZ[h¨4wmìn ¤on¦éto�  ˜
     H  ØhatXne ¹inds a±l t¼rogh}ut the&wriýi Hs of Adi,úi†G¿rdt 
s thisÙvery sqmiê<rNtmes¼s%é 
rtÛasƒartR”Înd-ÉaÑ¾Áart6i´ Glwa´. de�d, ÈndðÀ ‡Qving’¹Òt is a deceptiªn2ï RwBnhardt¹haZ avÂryEclaæ ideaei—out Ph{ n°[ureŸof—wrtõ 
andæhiC
impoÉance isé£
BÙfomqrwcog³z5d|ß
BecaseÒzors A«9art tgat av2’ c`siÀre®r…y#tÐti’ r3pèi:iØn¿ arè !er(fiablO b´ the worÌd,5S-¸]Ûis tosåay, ko unde´stand th„se-
p‚oYositi—ns½8£eQmust leave ¿h tautoæogiqal-ik¸Òfrt}Hwork o9ÊÆrt®andêconÜider “ o0tsidï/ info’mation.¤Bu»-ÚÉcoÑsidþt i× a¥ aÖt 
qg i— nceäsa£y toianor²mÕài¿ same utsie {0fo¸maKmI§beca<se o;tsie inf‡rmatioï g:xp„rTÀn³å´qwq¨Â§r®es,î‡oÅ*oŸeü has gªs Âwn 
iøtniosÐc wñrYhë 2nyöto comprÄÍønd åh\s w¤5thb!e doe ¨o¯ nee áa stÜeâof “art†cniito»:” Fr‘ 9hisóiøÁÅ%UsÐ¡Îì ÿ2_li' 
hat at . viabô¤itÄ Þs �åtconneoÓ=²To
the preseGtaVo ofÜvisalµoor o^heœ) kiŠds of PxRerieJce. TŽat V anzma I3€vz bAeÇ one J
ìaud‹„§ect€ÀneouT Æu-ƒÁionaÕin `he p°ecedE/qGent€âÎ}z is /ot un[ikelyÍ AfT>� îll,m•ß,ineven¨the~ineve‰nth Ä^ntur’ êiŒed “n a éãirly 
tanþL3’^z;÷ ºsu0en¦i™onm¥tz T‰ˆt�is, \t ws ízdinaàily prÊÚiÙt”bl
ó�� to ‹hæt hewou¸d bþ àoming 2nBo†éoè„a ¹ wäth  aàåaf“er5ú™&. Hi@ visÅ¼- eËviroÝment in t-I pArÉ ofëthe14orldÊinZwhich hW 
Œive90 ²ñs fúi@ly±cons¥st=nt. I6 ouž tim[ weöhave  nÌÏVpl<ientiaÍlh rasticÿllj rîA¤Vrôez´ronmtn˜¥ One ca90bfl³ ×l` oÌõ ShU˜eaüh dnµ 
&ptter of âœuusa$d90day t n"t months. W ÞavgÞ>he cinÊÊaÆ µnd œæOor tlevUsiÑn_.as×wEÎ asÒthe ¡DnÁmde 
spctacpeÀÿfthe l0ht$²o9 Las VeúaÉ '2 the À1yscraßeÔÝ?~ Nµw±YoÛk Ci°‘*TLeÔhX|e”worwd i =tµ…[ef[o ¤e90ÔÀ~L aÆd 
ðhÓzwhðl"´world caE watc– ý�- w}lk on “ûe +8on†Xrom”Hheir ÄÝŽi#g ro‡ms.Ñ’e¸taä¤y ÿ t,or objeôt (of 



painçi1g6and«s¼ulpture2ca>not÷beÐeGpecedtð¢c^mpete eH×eien`ialü] w¸tthis&Ü–ÓeÆn¯Šôí+ ífõ“u]Û” is r�lÄ]ant toÂ.tÎan2 its 
“angua~e.” á�ßõÙÄly}ehe
boxÕorMcu1e
f¾r
 has beDn@ðedOa!greatÒdeal wWt0in XxÏ1con"»Œtêo< aáP. QTake fér ¯nstancþ it(ÄÊse bs°Judd, MorrHy LeWi¯U,ïðnaden, 
m-hhþgBeŽ¦,andMCrack§n¬Ì n^ÜcevenLmeO”iüinVt÷‚öquantHty  f b¯eþ Dad cuses hQt4cÑme üŠter.) ThÖ 
Ý)föeÀ$ncmàtweµK a‡˜ tä¥ vaÔ�o! ÁseáÕ3ƒ—th„häœ‡ or¬cuÈÖ®fq�m i1 §irbctö˜…r_lated to ¦heŠ91Zf"ere)ces ;n th– Ën‹entionsñof th‡ 
atiBts.'Fòr,jeÝ aC™i¾pøitiJâlaklë“see� ¥n Judd’s worGªthe Úwe ofzthe bÓx or cube—fÙrmWill1FtÑates verÍ,ellÐSÎñ%eDClieF la£@.t¤at ]
n o·e¬t Ý onxŽ årtÏwhe´ pla?ed in tLe c)ntext°ofQaAt  
A 7;wyex¡mple‰ Ki¤l p)int »Þis &u3.hOe Óould NyÉt«\ iÁ Wne†o¥á?u)d s bx ÿors was N]en fiKl“ddith deûCÄs¤ úcen fllcedA¿¨ 
a‡inÔuMt
ial sTttinZ,or {ven m

elë¨seen s³ttin
on a w¬|ÊÕRŽ
ornºrf it wfuj� notøye"id-©êúfiÐdšwithLSt. It vþllowsóthnïtñ|t ;nde=stnŒÊng¯an� c‘nsVñera~i§Ê ï° Ct3s ÕE artwo˜Z ; anecessË7y Wprior 
to vieÒing ýt %nÏodeQùtoh“see”àmz as’ì woËk ef
- t. Aµvan_elin[or<ation  boutmthe¨cÌncept oÅÛa‘t Vnd vÔout a artist’Á co:epts¯i 4necesaeyLˆ the *pprö
aZÉonFÞ{d Ûnde‡s:Ènd÷n oè$conºemrorary a´t. Ány'a‘dPall Èf–'h‚ p“ysicaCÅatt|FÞute¢ (qo1>Ktˆe¾â E coŸtem¤§rar` åorÔs, if c 
Nsiderå´ separatêÌra@d/o™ ��ec/€i)a¦5R,Ã¸re irreýÄälnt to
te ÝrL c9ncep£. h6�aWtõconÛ×ptJ4%s‚JddXsail, zhoug1 ¥v diªn’t ßÊan7it this %ay) must né‘consid9r›�it its whˆle´ 
To cþÓsider0Ø†h& cept9s¤pIrts ,I(invariubÓW»tW oIW-ÓJr a¢icR
 t7atrÙO9 irelpvant tgUtsµarý ÎoÛdi�i Ì – Ir lEe rBafinÞÄp
rts o
 a defni�ion¢ 
ðIt £omes€as ¡ofÜ?"¢èie th| the Ür¡�Ûi#hµthÝ lFast`4ited `ZÆphol�òy Ôs t ú–m:lßRfrom hich we dec¾phíˆÞthe na�ur�of 
tö$tÛe(eral·ŸÆ0#“a
0XŒzF#r ¿ê»Ÿ_ thÀrˆ !s a càøtÔttÌexi¡iná�sepÐ)aÊe-  o its moœpµoloþ( ZndücMn6¬²tïng of išs f*nctDononŠµisŽmBre ¦Žk³yÝÊt fÏQd 
ResþltL�§…s cmZfÒ¿mYg+an‹ pÞedictÄbÄê.§�t=iD7Æ¸ mod\En91art’s pÁssesion of k “�/njuage” zœt°at³eshort†st ! stor ôhat „he 
plausi-ilitk of ÜceÖab›ndonment of Å�þ Hanguage” bÁcoÇes mUstNÂ;sribèe. It ¢Å ïÓdeqt©nµableËthen thtt 
h arµ‚tMa�ªcam6´out oÕ We'trnàpê)ntin' anP†scu�ptur½ isªtGà°Ýost enïgetic, ¾ueätioning�(oú its nature), and *evl4as  assumÈng 
o�Ball t%e ºeWÙrLl€1{rt”�cocerÜsïíAn_th9 âiUaw ~nalÂsis, hÁ§/ver,%±l: of t¼e a¤tsIve#buêýFÄ4iŸ
gß£s.„iw’  Êerîs)  0¢m¬!N” òeöembºaz/e  
Oe ’`h¤ vriogò:quaòi;iesÞÌlata–l to aÍ àart ÐoÈd¿¶ioYºpo7sesæ<d by p}evyu the novelÝ the0CineÂ~Î X´?tuã
tre, and Ðari.usâ÷ÈZñ of þusiï, et.Bis ä[ítTaspuítgfLthex "¨}t ‚eliÛble’to  Þe fuñžÊ]8noofÛart ½s¶ç(serted éere  
5�s npt thedeclibe oiÐzoštSyÝ‚elþtaAle to the‚m(jed�metahrNi•|#fo� p)etry’� use of “c·mT›5” la£guane_ah an£arN äanéÆag?24 In³Lew 
York ”he lSs• ^ecaëenå stages oe petry caq be se]n ‚n th˜<”oçe by{“Conc³f(s”�poetÏ recent¿ytoíaŽd™Lhe Àse Ðf—±czÓãl objemtO -nd 
theatŽe2ˆ91Can it|°e that,the+ feelßth‘  çreality of th¦GN t f¦rm\   í   Còe se‡ nÛÌ t3atth/$a_ioms ofa geív‡try v[F1imp7y 
éfinit�ons,â)n\Ëthat the·Êhõorems -f8aùgeomet»y ar%6simply the log8calcnseqÁnceXv\ thesS nef¿nit¤on@ò A eo{et-
 iÓ H~t fn itÛelf ÿboýtQp91ysi:algsq¶<e;QiQ ´ts lfž¢t cannot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anyth]ng. Butcwe cG° use a weo/etry ä• 
rsšPiÑ·abouž pÓIÃiQal s®aceÔ Th‘tP»s fo²say, once we avÜº-iSn the xio"sõLÇphysi|ºlEiºterpret
tionP we canþroóeed 91 aøplç th( tÛ¥or]ms
‹÷øtÈÎ ˆbj#c¢s$Mh“h \atisf� Â
e �xiêis. Whut
er ³ geometUyu‰n›b Ççp1¥ed to,the c¼ua� pœysic¾lÚÀo¹ld ”€ Yot" is n°¼xpÙ…Òéal quòsÍi\{whi³h falls outsid' ¬L ¤cope ofAgeûmº‘r:  
itselfz Áh6rg Âñ n‰ sens‚, therŸfôrev iÔ ˜k)n†º�*�chEof©the–variout geo>|triesØ�nûF to us •reFfals— and whi¤h2are trà. S¤}žüa- a² 
they[reæa*l{freH frÔm Ë#ntr~dictið.ü’the½Tarðall  rue.à=h/ p‹òp¢
"
ƒn whVch t©tes th†M¾a×cÅrt¬in a!p[icÔte(ÖHo¦ a gemJb�yªà posi#[ehi¹Ïnot itgelaòa ÂnŠpçýitvp}of th¦t+gÓ3Æeëry. All *hat thñ g
mtryƒiisefºth ls us is that i¯°aîyzhi
äÍcan � ürnuÈ"t '¢derÊt
e d¦finineŠns,µ¡Ôw>l› a²˜\†La£isfy &Áe "i9ÜÐem.ì®t ès tÝešåfore‚R ureµò lag©îw] wy™ em, anWç:tê prÖpo²stioÕþ ÈNØ¢Aure!yš 
alitix Çúo-Êi™ivnsv#FAý ´. Ãgr26 Hcr¤èhHn I prop¢se 4estÇ øhe õ½µ«
™aty ofÐPr9. [n aÊà:g¹ßÌysn tradÐtionL� á¯6·osR§hØ lsfunrÚalýecys§ŽoÌ£Øts assumJtons,tar
Ss ûRiñcy î¢ ex¤št will d'.2nÔúnñt $cl^  % ñt@Ún/ùípF!”
rmjngHÊ–�rvice1– aÊ )nertai±ÿán_, ÔisÿCL¿(Žr ÝtheC):kxà“’ÚencÓ, or deroraõêof – w�ic™ is„{om�thing easœl7 ˆep91aced by -itf#h 
uÞt—rÝ, Bnd te^hnology,fbŠÂ, `4her, itJâSl/âe-õiÇ #Kabl0ÜÂy Z©t Gssumçgµa ùhiÄosop˜?caq tance »forºin r¹s”²•IquM cha:aÞˆer is the 
ca�acita to remwU%¹aloof frùm ¥h{l!sodhicïl uÀP3ents}“It is ¡n thi* È3nŒªxtò|h(mWrt share sii-a(FiesíJith loëis, m:thematács,3=, 
asúwellP~scie=f±.ÒBu! whe°eÂs tht otCÌr edeS—§rs a8eÙu¤á“ìŒ,µ¡µt is not. AYt ind4eO eáisÐ for is
on
Úa…e† 
ãIn -hi• period of_o½n, after 
h lâs~h7 fndr÷ligio”,‹aÕtFmay Îdssibly beío+ eMd”¨vor ha± fÒéfžllœ íhatïano´Fer aDe might ÿve "alledÔ“mTn’s s$i«Æáa÷ ne˜ÚñKr¶Or’ 
ayb•ÙCr iay….f"putting 7… might beñtÃatGar dãals%analoÔouDyx“iðh³th¢st¥te91onŠthPngs �beyoÚdÊph§scs¼ wher§ philosoÇkÒ hœd 
t$ maÊ° ass¤rðion
. è×d}-HÑ’s strüng,LÁis tIat eve…ãtµe pre(e:in— e5nÆence v ov aµseÑtïmn/ nç 4Á~nyt .e v…QNfi d by art�Y
Art’pjoily cladm3U
 for ar-¯:AWt iò thu«ef¼nª/iknŽof»artP 
æ      ”O-ESVU
NReprinÉÈdj91rom2StuTªo)4�t$‹µatdôn«‚Ô(OctŠ®er*»L969) 
ÓvMortonãWhDtŠ,§@h~ Age of AøalysÌs (New6:~r0: M„nÁor Boo‹s), p. 14 �#
2Ibid`, ü. 15  A
3 Ižmean•Ð£ tšÊd E�isteä‡ialismêë£Å¸PheÓo˜<nlogý. ;venWMežHŒau-öÿ°ty,<wiBh?hëV³midd¦Ê-of-the-ršýÊ2po<átion -O�een 
empür‡xusD ØRd ratToæaðßû8} cünnHt ÁxVrec™žhiS pØilo§oph�.¼thout the—useòof ords (thr« usiÏ[KÕceàs); xd·fYllowìng F.is, hÏw 



ca«÷one discÛssU-xUeröenY¨ 4i“ out¶shf?p ßis®ni˜ioâsx–etèeeØ ´u%s–éves a¢d «he wþxtd? 4 N§rõhamesjJ¿an6, 
Physisßa~¼²hilosophy (A8ÐûArbor, Z_h[Ò Uqýv¤rs8ty of MiDhigånSPíess), ˜g17  
5 IbiH;, @. 1+0 
6 IÙi{.,�0. 19(  
i ohe*task sQch phila€oËh‘Ðhaw tìkenÌuÏ¥¶it»8lfNis the anÄy_“functHon” ió‘øuàd p˜rP,ry w©Éhou2 ma,ing phi’$s^pkiëŸ§ssö©ion= �
4Th0R is íeÑlt!i
 ?n eE followingÙsect^o2 ü
( I¶wuld �Rke‚µodÃakÙ ix cl§Ùr,ÏhowÐver, ÓhaTI iRtend>toÌsueak forÉÅ#Gone ÔlsÀñ÷I tºrivedÅaV›tpesü!…oclusi:ns%lon,Randnändóeà, 
itis ®-oü hés °¿nki® ,/t†4y aÿ since 19d6üæf«nzt êeforeÝ ev"l5eè. &"}y remÝnt;y di
 Irgaûize OfÀrÑmeeÐing Terrw XøŒinson tat-hê and Michþ+l B
ld"i§ sÎèoe sDmilar»gùhu = c<Âtainyœnot idÔnt cal, oinšon{ toD±ine  
1÷ W˜b_ì6rÅs NewBD=rB ”icti|n
ry \- t¾Ç XmÅrica‰ LaÄg¾age  
1í •—esconcetual le/XmÛoš :h• w€§kïoØ KÑnn×^huNolŠþüù Jtles(OitskÉ MoœrYs L®8is,IÚon ì‚viˆ’ ¬nt%oné³C›,î,–JoÉn 
HoyxÍd,âD±nóÀªfisewsenÄ ¦te×ê, is so dis6´llÖ `oø, t(at aGy th-t is tvûQe -s supplØed bÚ the c„ìt˜cs Ïr‘·oting itð T£iÊh›s seen’lëµ�r  
– Mich XO$Fied¦s reaso'c Èor us ‹g îre(nbµ%gCµ)ra3is…®leàe0lectMhis#”¤Ógrou[+ dand mostçf ð±, o6he© -om list Vriti4s) as a 
¦àchoàa±Û”Èªutxmore öf iY\šsÄd#ˆ t}õhi4 deT re£ IŸsuspecnå to bri&g hisYsc1oäa9l U©x ie/ Òn?¶tÈ9Pm‹dr§uwRred.ýO–«gcan…
eèsily §ympžtñize mi€hxßis0desire ”o
con
½ctu ;ayk Tieîª‹o«i;h Ju¸eo F’i<sƒi. Åne6shou˜d êevxrŸf7r¨ît, h±wéUer, th›Y%a hWs1oÂiaÆ loves hiµªÃ¤y ³ore fh0n anythiÐ ¯ eìeÂÅa=t 
¡3 L
y Lippard useC th–s SÌ¦ation iê a‰«PJtoIte yo Ad RÎin…arst’s r9Ú3oˆpŽ¼Ï"veÖc—˜;<o•ueFHJanuay, '967
 p.åñ8  v
14 L![y ippa5„, Õ92onste—wÌtiá('bÎ Hars) D�_light: Tçe WêiŸýø§Kn:ual,” &XdsoG Rvew, Vol. Æ  No¬‹) 4Sp|ng,§ê28) |.
n5|Arthu5 RñoØeRWùÀour¥IÐterÝeww¡” Arts MÀ aE|e&çe´áçary,×196<)  Û!16 ¨:mTerry A6âson
Ïointe2 LutOj“ hý ‡Ntrod²Ütion ™•{rt-”angèage (Vjl.•1, oc1),e$he CuÞŠs»Qnever qvÞst92onedÑim–alt had Úor±hoš°gLíalœchañactri!ticž,
¡but5 �i–“ ones iŸ p1iï¹i1�:wÍre Ñccep„;/kL æ
ñ17ÓWh0¾ P}¤eoneç“b]ú�È aS7avi}�¾eÄis'Çó ï�yi(g a *¦ght sho"Ÿïf¤) ‡f¨he  as ‰eácoulVŒàstgovtÆwaËhardùa€^s_re €¯d xe/ tGe 
¡oodsTƒoR consid»rXbŽ+ Sesp.ñHÆ isÒ’à Bb‚:ång” ån<t6ông.H{ iÔ…sDb`idþz˜nÑ Fla);n’s “Ûtivit7 “g ‰n 92rtx§t  
Jã8À. 
« %ßer, Languageê „r/th,-azd Logi4 (Nw rk:ÑDo·Ÿr P·bli atÏons)C p. 78  
ßÞà›•ië.· é. í7  
2 I–id2õ p. çE�äzÔ1 IbiŠ.¤
1.9®  
Àù ±âi7, p; 94  
V2ž AÆiRe§nhlrWt×? re¬?o¨pe§tiv… c¼ta²gueÛ(Jew»shðÐseu²§
JaDuOšÀ, d967ó writÞen Òy Lucy Ldppa‡dÍ p. 1kÝÏ
Ì2Ë ¨tUieŽpoet¦y’s usn4¾f com±]nNlang[:oe ão ‰tt¨m'tÑºo’Ø¤y thó!uÞVayable ïhµ‘‘isŽproblÊmˆGic, not÷Ky ®åer“nt×problÃÏ€i¹¼husT of 
ã¦nTuÖge wi}rÄn the cÉnt¶¨to¨¼artÜ<2è IÎoniŸawy, ÐaØy 
f ûh
Kícêl ™h¯mselves “¬“øceKtuÐ€ Pwwts.& Much=of th×‘€w?rŠòisbve�WTIimÝìarût§PWdlµeó“de Maria5s Èoœk a�] t“isóis n
tñcoincid#ntj§;.de‰MariF’s w”rk]functions as 92Íkind of “objec>” äûetrCS and hV7in¬eg®i÷s9are vùryýpoetic…
ÔÄ\*reaû¦ySºantshiè@wßrk to þ¶¼n‡ecÞen’snl*ve@  ï
26 OpŽ «ƒˆ., ž. j2  
ˆ 9  È   r

 AïT FTðd
º51LSO·HBÿd1òK9<ƒ Josßh ²=sut`  P0rtG1Ä 
S The factzhat it Øa\ recentl˜ becomL¡µa7riúnab<e forž4·yFiÙis2s Èhemselve* fo beŒsymZD¼he�icÿ+Qwar’ÀrelÃgion¬§
. .©mark½†thmˆ5hz™ó%š�[®’|own lkcÛ-9n confideèceøx&cUhe valiVi.  f òheir h-Äo³©eseê, w%ich is aIreLc°ion on chi' parœ€òrô‚ÔhH 
antirÍ¯igóous dogmaEisÉ of Âðniteenth-cenuêy sôieniÙ—ó, a˜¤‰a—Íat ral ou1¾om« ož thÍ criÜ°ª t°roug§óhich pys#c!‰Ìas juÁt pÄAa,>. –
A. J. Ay£r.‰. . .¾oFce one hasöunderut.od 8heÂTrctatu` à\eŒe $ill ýânoãt…mptatpcn i concerë Ænese>f anâÄ)¿í with •ilÄño/{,î‹hš„U 
isxne+ther empi!i³al?lýke sciÎncÒ n r ¹a_toloæical like mµhepÑtâc#; oH´wÆll, like W|ttces§ein¨mH#¯1ô ÷baÀTo p#loO¹Ìhƒ, 
whi{÷,ìastþv/ntià!aly undeþsto[d, is r[ed in¦onu1io.  
–J. OŒ ðrÞ%)n‹ 
Trªdit™oÈa~ ph�lo
“7hË, •lmos^ Ey defÖ
itÀønNZhas(Qo)cfrÀ-d Útself âith ^h] u¬sûlð.�The nea‘lÖ ‘öclusibe !ocu
oîðHhe sa(d ²T –w´ÜûTeaE-{enÃ*ûy4¾ÖalytiËÜl lÒnguist¬cBB‚iý³Íophers¼bØ tÏe sharSføûonteïtion tT.tE:heUu0aid ±s u§sai4 ¤eÁaM²e 
it isSu¯-aµXbO¿. regelia¼É hilo&ophyš#<FeEsen+e!ùnTthŒñ
ŸteeÊth9æew#&rò anîm�qt›have b‹enÍ¥ooÓ]Žng to a
Õe�ªu¤W‡th } w°s baÌBl
 Ö¹ttðn¼ .ver �umh, thÂ EÏlight³n°ent? and KCnE.1øeÂl¶sphÀloÏophy¹wßsýalso ca�ùblù Üf gVvûngµco\§r fo œdöf³èsÉ6ofkœelžgiiu^ 
elieÉ', spplbinGHa^ \ltc»°Œªä¤e to Newt¸ni.¶ àc§aéiÂs, and‹fiting in–B³ t2µ¡gºo:th of/hiwtoryÈ¤s a ViGciplšne,iDs½w±lþ©as ac^eÏtin 
DarwiniŸn bi92¨CÇy.2 óe a•pÖabe=óto giXe an‘ac¹vï°a¢še ‘esI˜ution tL t?ecoìþl:ctbÿñwee¤th‹ofD<yand science, asÄwell I
øÀ#e rÖut¤of He¦eBHÓ i©flue9ie ³asbeen tQòt_àUÉPü
t majorèt´ÎofQcÖîtmpra3« Ìh$ltop>ers [re ¨eal y�l¸tle ˜oreýthanêhžst”ria
s 'f pilos)’py,hLebYariaAs º�ûhe Tru65,K+o T sp>a§. µn“�bginx to et the¯impr•ôxô‘8athaŒ8¢e-e N_sÞnoæ?
ng ore to bá sa,(”AŽd ¢`rt\inly if one reilbzesçeò˜iöôlLc|¤ins f W½Ø–sÊin’s 7hink}ug,ÑaPîx¬1ethinkiT* nntÙuÈFcedË•y%himáð¶d fôr hifE 
“C<;tinen˜•l”&pZio5opry neeu nÀö ée†-óusly be co�iAerRdÜSere.ù I
 th@re a re—sonUf·r th& “"n¬ïal¡tyÁ ¯f /‚i�÷ophy in^our )C—b? ü†×aSs ñ·s cJn _e  ns¿÷red ‘êiZaok·ng;int÷ ‚îX Fi›fRr$nceubýt¼een ošr 
†i¼e9a~d ohe He»*ur§es§¤ÞeäÉd”ng¢°sù{IÚ túe [a” mPÔ’  c)[cluÐio …ÙíutSthe;woÜd wkYe•bfseú on þhe÷vnTorß°ion Þe¶haXêabèu‘t 



 i†Ž ô^ specifgca€ly

i:×�vï5XempŒecisNï  ÀOn gjn
raKly çdkTth� rtion…TiàäOØ Ofte[ iâ fact,  à[lg.enesãbe±we4¾ s�ienc@^nd ði�owp<y ^adw?o gÁe~t tôa� scie.ÄstÏ and philYs@phŠr
¢wŸeú3nÇšünd t»eÃsaãe crs9n.(In fat, fr¹m Ole6timƒ¥ oScT¶ales, ¹ic×r†‹i Héraclitus, and AristotDe to Des9ar˜e‰ and Leµ5�i.z,$‡he 
gr#a§g=aiYÚ in  hiT
soph’ weee oft[n gre&t¬$ameO $n -�ianc as well{#| Th'tðtÏe Ñl¸ ¬Âòpeõcei»ed byÁwenf£Ðth-etâr93ºÎc?nM©e§àsxa vËtlëŒdifÄ

ýenthone å> phe oìm of ¯tj preÍ¹dingÒc£nt¤rB noÅc ôot berprovtd hZ¨e. »sât pos‰EleN Tµe, tïat iÔ#¶•(ectma¦ •as learn-dú\o 
ãuc"r nd hDs ÂJn‹elli™ence” iâ mu–h,ë«hat aeøÄènnÆ²ºbO³ievÐ7the ‰easvnæn‹ o4 tradºtinA ‹philo opõy?@ThaÞ perhaöï 
he›õ²oósUt‰oúmuüf a‹ou$d!ˆe½‰o}l  §�Òmake0ãh¶e k›nds3oû ÔcuzionsK As ‘½ JampÈFJYans•Ó=s�étaMZi¬u ‡ N Wpn¡p§§Ð‹sNp•y 
h�sÂav¤il8d i¢|clf ofthe Ô¿sœlt]zofNscÓnü¤, t hasAn—t Ëeenáb3NjotèwAng tôÂ ab’(ôct µahematcï des¼ÜipdConkµfhtha Úar×ern oZ 
events,butâybgrrowrn4 8he then cur nÍ piõto/ %l desîôiption,¡f th<sÝpattern;E¹œus iÎ ha¹ n¡` apprL?riated crtajn k_owledgŸ 
ut +on[ectures 
T9¼ìeco¦ject_res weºT oftõå Lo`Ü enouÍh¹3·ÇªYe ma -Kizeü wordwru‹'Áot, as weanÏw knowÌ¥for;thse ˆátÄ§ò` ‘r¢c93s®kscof øazZre 
which co
/ro t¡¢ $a£peniºgs 
¶ heƒmÎn-sÄzed C@ELd,‡and®brúcÁus šea»äC[ tŸ the tráeZna/ureµoN ¦e <i˜y�5$ ¥& c=ntiues� ONe c�ns~q™en¡e ofÌ="K is 
thaÎÊ¶h[ saûdar~¹pKilosophic°j disc?ss¸on¥ oýÎm¸Ùy¾„robÝems,LsucˆùsÏhosc oí Ûau/aliÑì ayX free äiÅlJþroÿïmater
alisLrr mÄntalis, €e ‚asÕd o…‚aOFintêr|reîatFon �` ¥s… |AtÿŽrn oEevents]h6c½ is¼¤o lónge`t¥n<bl·¨ ^hz scÞ=ç¤ificF©ðsi/ 
öffaheÖ¼ÁoldQÚÓ!Ùsc—s7i$ïeå´srbHeØ
wUghXd
aØay, and wó=htheirØdšÇÓp(earañÉe hJve …one®a,¯—Lh¡ •rgÇ„ents ... 6 =We |%eætie’h c²„t
r¡ b*9Ç�t in ½ t2UB«tPTt couí-µQef€alled èthe eTdôyfópŽCl[sWphy`axd Þhe bÇg+l´7n� ¦f Gv¢£
# I±ao öo ØÌan˜õhañ� ÒÙ course,ä%tictlycspea"j„, bu3 ´at¸er añ®tåà ¡ße\>Ýnc~”Æxf theÉs×tatin. {¢hÜa7ny l«„gÄistˆc [hiþosoph csn SG 
`"n_idef7Ï the hÌij ÞoSempi‚93£im, 
ut üÜ’à.a pil—sophy “n on" ëeVr.7ƒAnd t:/re ðs ercainlrÑa& “arj hend5tion êÙ ‡rt p¬eltdi¶gÖDUch ¨p,9but ¡s 
otžerHfun˜õáonóoØ£reasons-o-be a=4ˆso:p]onzunce{mtýatŒt¡%abioitÒ äo 
¸B§tioL cÄûr–yo-s Fct UÁ¤i\s t  ŽÐg c+ndi¶®‘n^soödraóticalíÛ Úqaw A�2s onW9ámi0¤all® a×t…8 þnfn  mecƒaõasíic s+…s§ is th> a 
connection beÑêe[nàpbqfobophy s “‰ôd©ng”±aäd aÑÏµòõ§óåŠd¥n¨ÐgH” but w dontî‹nwÓt·iŸ¾#ccŸrencá ektirÑlyÇc-
incid.nWülƒþThough tñ3úsÌme Úeï‰oas 93ay be reêponsÛbûç orýbot= occuyeeuces, th>ôÙØnneZ±io” isym‰de¤by mî. 
éÃbrþngt§s al upòto ana¢µze artusÒ‹unctÜ“n and suØsequenty itsµvi§biLi ¶ÿ An¯ I doÆso\)oEenable¨thers o uŽ e�sQ
´nl-t<e¼ryasÄ£inÔ¹of¨Žø– and,fby ÂxtIhion,CoBeÄ a²tists’ € arÑD ] oell¢@o pr\vid� 7 clƒ]er unŠerstand³NgZof he  eröß
øn]e_]uÏl aktë£–±
7
Gp\fjNýT?ON ™F A«T 
ƒ_\›ð~ main!q11äu¸cat¤onF\to tˆe X¡Àer posÏ ñmn ofâp‹iÓtimg isA¯€• a©vDn‹Øs in Žrt arI cerÉ2ÎnÊy(Po* al\añsÎµdrÐal nes.õ–
Do•[ld„@ùdd 1Ÿ6) 1‰
Half:l7 £Kre“‘fŸt6eˆbest nõ wmrk in th� lás.£feä yeaAs[hYîòb¯en—ne@U|”r ²ai+§inŒÿno� sÆul-tureKW–Diald Judd (19D5)  
Everô:hïng ÷cuVptþr£Táýs, m:¢woçk doesný=
 
%Dona¹d¾Judd2¨19�·  
,;¸
ideabecomÕs a mÆci¹e tèÈt ãkes the a~l1 –SGlw"�Witt‰(1965)ÂThe one·tin± tª sdy about#A^tüis that ¾t is †neU£hi1gÉ Art is at-
as‡Krt1and evGÅyzig elÍù is ïíerythingŒÛöse.kAr®Las³rtŽis n;hing $³t#artË2
?A-t¨is¿notÂwh t Ôs no a¸=.ô–A: Æ¶inFardtû(396d) Ü
Ž˜? weani‡Ä is Ïhe us
†<Wit<gens¬ein  šäá mo)e func7‡on¼lxapp§7ach �oDthe ‘tudy of coTdepts has =enQeÜ toXrep+a™e Üehmt‰od fiRtrjspeVt¨4£. Instea? 
of aÒtemptingxtO gra0Á 4r desriÚ concep�qÐbarD, sØÊto speaké the lsycuo�ÎBis£Åinv¶!ç©ga$bs tdU£wi6 in 
{ich Å‡øË©fuÛŽioW asÚin4rudòÚ»tsÞinÒ_elieÇx a(d Ön©Þ“ùÞ™nt¹  ¿93–ÏrÏin™ M¶ Cwp1  
Me;œ*)ÓXDa‚wÃ³s a W¨e„plos�tiT‹3à… functlon� ^‚–Œ†ûSeËeqÉtedÅ  
“ s� tle ÑubÎ¬–t mata ‚f CIqcept[Þleinv[s igaFiÆnÀ is EhïŠmea‚i“gZf ùer‡›n §o‰éI d exp§UÛsionsU– a´ ˆŸ} tŸ¹ th.gs an"s®tPLofºYùfa�r 
thñm}ælvesIabouý whichí¢e talk,whea usingè†hsY w:ëþµ ï9d'e–7r(s o]! ÍK
GG.lõ VynÚX-gN F
ThiÙkiòg¥ia ra%úc/lly metap2:riÇmKLG:kag™ byèanaÎogM is iÙ2 onµtit enÖ L93w or Ž.in�iple, its c„usFl QexqsÉ�si³¤¦ meanÙnúÉÈy
ari
eZ thrªÉg5 e—au³al c¾texts qy whâch ¯f¸~g!smœ>IÛ=or Átkõs Ihe plaÔe of anin%YaúcM of|aûso>t. T¾¹uÉvnkDf 
ñthinB isÎ²oÂÔaëåŸt !@  á a T©rt (;s k üuch anGÝVuch)82n"„thae Öasd binds Kn (o¨enl" ‚` mndi7guiZeó hhe an(lÖgy, 
ühc4öaraCêØl,Ät\eómetap.çÌ c ‹¨pple‹or grÌuny or grasî oK *r.w²9y wIich l–þv Hhe miŒn ™aPƒò -Gld. It@t´ke—)no Óold iì túreÕij ‹orhing 
f»µit ˆoFh
u from“ f¶! ³+” thOnuingtis lheÊhaul, he atØaction of l„ke¼  
]:I. ¦. =ic}ŸrdsÓ 
ÂIË t»is ™”ätðon (…w™ll ds[93ss the teµaaat¢93netwe(Öe�t¼ÐuÍ– a·d krïN€~onsideä‡²r1efly fn4õali¼t 5rt be¾aRáp „î�ií Ç &eOdiGg wrp|
ÿe"tPofûÄhe idea of aeñthetics as art÷| and asÿÙÕFïtÈa+ at 6 ½…aÜog-usAtõ øn?#nlytic proíoôiti©$
 an. ü%aÎ itæis ar”’s`ex÷àtence DÉ = tauÒf~o¬k ghat¥¦n”bTs �rt tš Ñman�4loof” Sro p¿lævopqiÅal Ürð&Úmp*in,93{
@ _Ó ØI—It is necssary tošžpšrate‘ašs7hàt)csìMrym 93rt ec®ue²æ?s”heics Áeaµ' /ßh Gpên onu dn†íO§cept‰on of Oe wo£Qd 
ingeneral0 Cn‡the ¿ast n> op 3,Àõ½)o+×BŒÑgs‹of—ârt’h functiVa w›w}üt: ?aluÁ as 
e]µraÂi“n. Âu any‚ra“RQof !hilo—qphÃ tha dealtwxthý“bea“tô” and thus
tast¤, w�s°iPeviTËbly ûuúybou>4 þ+ dis7usÖ arU0a$~wel
  
Out—Jf thjs “hæbï”[grù the no,ionDta }t<ereâwasPa concîpíÏhlZBon93ectibn beÌw3¼n &riÔaã a?sthÎtÌcs, whic0–is ¥o
trueÒ0Ö#i, i´ea nä†år dŠÁ¦icalºy°coöSicteC¼w!h ørtsticAc(nÀideratio‘s :ef§re*Âe*e^tvtÉmE, ooÀ ánl€fe&¨use ”hµmor.Œol�gical  
ØhaÔuøÎerisjà…s pfÅvÉÌ peretužtd¾€�he c�n[inuitô Óë thië errÎr, butýaªwö>l,û,cäse]t:e¯a£pa¥Úxt otyerb“f[ncti±ns”Ëo_ artþ(2epic+iñ¬ 
ofÂreléVio6sÔthrfes, eorthaiîÚ»e oW¸a `sco7·atÃ, detæiœiÃŽ oœ arÚhtectur¶á et@.) Œs¼›�art to¯c7v-r ŽpøÖ¦t  Ó3Bhen oNje<t Vr 



’r¤ÿentÚ�øvßthin 1h²cntGxðYo3ù%t (ÍDdÓ´ntµKËÜn¿entŽ objVct4 alê8 have’àeÄu se:) ‰hey a¶e§a½ eÛiK94bl  #Hr a8
tÎtcc”nlideŽýtiônc& ace a£y÷ébje,0ˆ n thÆžw™(ld, an¶Ïanùa¸sþØ‘ti¼ cWìs
draˆÁ'n ™¬ a˜ oÔje˜teai
tiï) on 1h¢ realã of�a•µ ôeans tha·ûÞ$öµob¤ect’Ÿ T!5’3e¤y” :[ funZtî8iBd in¤an rt ÐonteàÙ îs iÇ¼zÜµvant >o the]e"st&ztic �udYme@t2 
�The rel«Íh²n¶of£a£s¤heti‰s tí=art ~s not unl¤ke �hatho- aet
e§Écs ·o »rcÃ]tecture©þnüÏ¢at achite urn has a v=©y[sÙeåfcïL[ncion!Dnd hßw “good”<ts dõsign is i; prim|ril{ ƒÕaDd tn&hoI 
wellitpp-rf"rbl åtsdfun
ti€n. Th’-; judgme©t’ %nfwhat¸it —ook Eike ô[rresÖond t” tfDeµÂanôòºk ÔMn ¾eeÇt”atÜ
h orghoý«5istÏvy™di66e{ent )amôlLs of arc3itec’ore aÍH2ÿraœ\ed aÈ diffe2e¶b‹ÞiLes d3en
ön· on tx¹ aeÅýàetics çfYaûtYculîr �Kochsœ }æsthetiS ,hiykin¼Óha·å·‘*n94one s) fFÉ aW to �ake³½L×»…[äs ˜f 
§hivecture not|reït´d to “Ûr±” Üt‰all, workÉMf QJ n (e¼sel�esÚ(¡„g.& th  hyrÝmidÆof EgGp1— É
AaÝthei�ùî·Ús<deKa igns Òke Ändeed�aýUays xt anHoub to #nÿoSj ct’s funØhii² or �u¬CÏoO-toi3e” Ulesof›cVutse,«tha™ }bjæ?
t’s r�Xson-to-beLi-„>trict(y –e>thú<ˆc. ’ðEeamplN oÞ Ü pôrely a²}thetic#o�jqcœbi s dûcorat±vì [b4eCt, N„r E³Ÿratiû)zÛ pÙùmžrH 
funcŒion ÿZ“to ýdd somet'ing q‰, sÞ as tçií�ke mo”e apllactihe; adon;éo“nmenÌ,”1ã a¼d this rÆÎltes dørectl}÷tIta`tö  
AndôtFiÚ $eaSs ßs øˆect§y tV “formÒ|ist”gLr™ and criŸiË•¤m¸11 ForÎalis�ôrä á-ai>ting„an  ¶ Ê(‰¦Þe) isthe v@ngua”À oÎ

dxoration, anï, sòrictïy s�²7iâg, oneÉcoÄldÕlea²on´b„n ~ssevgt~at its aWt condition #s¸sÖ minima* D™Lýxfor 
all•fu÷ctiœnal>pRîp1seEiË ™s not Jrt a allÜªbuÍ p†e 3èe¹cisesWiÒ ¦›sthetc›/ rbove all^thÞgs ClŒmen† Grµ†nbrg ˆþ the94›itic �f ‰as‘e. 
Behi«¥ÀÖvery oÅe oè ði• dnciwins is n aeÄtÝntiÁ¶ÓudgmežoM'wit† tÏoseNjudgmÒn˜sÚrefÿeftnngPhis3tas94e Ì
éNndÅwhÔtøwµes h•ßŠtas/Æ²òe½lecìe¬Th,«"erio<U¸ekgre¤�u© inba a c)Øtic¿ tme$pDýioû ¥§eal,;fr h›ŠÞ the ifteà.ëÀ kow el×e Êan 
èêeaúcount¤V½r, Yi¿en »isÒtheo>}äÆ �ôif ¡hey dv~ any l“šic 1o th~m‰a ³ll 4±Yisdisi8te¤es÷ in Frénk Sfe la, ÍdßRein¥a7dt,þed 
ÈthÕrs7ay;l$caEReåto ‘]s ðis©ü’icÊ¶s¤Àeme? Isv÷t eaºs°gÃe is “. . . baxcalll F‡]mYaòhetcdoç øerso$aûl.ne#äörôenti÷l ñ\EuÄds”?35Or
¢ igÝo4herLwSrd, ¨the+r worI§d?esn’Õ¦it hi tas•
?” Ëut ¸n the¯p(léë‘ph3c t„bula r×äao art, i˜ sLmeone Talùs �"_art,” aê þonêWd÷<as caÞd½ “Êts aU»”ri\ve\ 
gñ™™`½åoÃ<alistDpaiLtinóZand_sc›lCture caŒ be g<0nted �* “çSçGo%aityon, but .nö¤ bö vú�tÎe Ô×dt-e¾¼Špre tntario–Äin¬t§rmü 
of�™h�ir µrt "dea (e«”U, aDreZtanguöŸˆashapÔå c n–ûsãsIr´che�ÃoœerîoodeêRsÖòpirns 6n�Kswained w÷th Pch a}lEsdch 
cÂlor:Í§usU-gTWhch andùsuchø#orm94, giv˜n�˜sUcH!ndìsuðs avWsu}€ exÛerie™e> ¢tc.yô ”f �ni lfo¦[:tÛoÇtempor!r 
rt in this  ug( Wnô ¥ŒaZ¾"esGah“ mi¬im�l=ºr„ˆtiµe efOtrt3töken‡1n th�üpart4ofè� QPaôist grñiss spJciÌica½l6º and Mll pa�ne@s‰als 
XPòlptormŠw¶‰k—n1 as`suYÆ ÍU†—y)Ôgen‰rally* 
94Si] bCiQ”sÖus to¾theMrea†â•atmžµ Óhatìf�raJËêt×a¿t ónd c;itiT¤gm(pccep)s a
†f ded˜n²tizn f m-d one tha  exists&sÌlRly .n mBrphol™gica; gœEns.ßz¯
lÂ ŠÌvasŸ âuanV3àŽ of similadgÑwking¾o
je¯ts crXimÒ�es (¸r visHally rÌl[tem objec±s -r<Žm4Püsµ may ÍeeÙ¨to 0�Çe…atedÂo› »HnnGLted) becauûñ³’d �;siìilait³'o6 
visu«~±þxèerõeŒti?l-ŒeadinÏ’Û”¤Bne¿cÆÒnoq cqaW< fìom t,iË úS&a°tØstic o( éon3§p±ual re�t!oHsh7p×´ì§   †„³�'Th7 Xuncôi×n 
oñQkrt, äs a �uestîon,Twax eö�st …aM;94d >yçóaØc$Úü8c;aèp§ Rnfacê iÓ·is M7r$el guchamp wÆo* ®e Zan cr9ditM_tt`gä‚µn'‚ó¦¯…i-s 
o�Ñ`identity.O(One c|n ¤rt«Hnly Tee a ,ndÉnc towa$ô“thiseaµû2i#eQtific„tionoqaŠ¶t eégánZngóÔitY Ma€µt and Cézan‹å t:ough fo 
Cði”m,j6 ·;¹Öthvir üo@ks arS ˜i/�d and am�iguos ‘yÃcom)ari|ì« with D¥Ã‘Gê’s.) “Mpder–L�aFt aÏdÂe work be÷ore ^e$�|5 c2nöctedvcy 
vurtue o� t`€irâàor
holog¹ð Anothe¬ wa\Êÿf[ÍÌtting¥itw”uld be t at �ršÁs“�anguügË” remaine¤çthAûs°me, ?ut i‘ was s(yi>g new hings. She e0I’SÈthÈt ma|
è˜c€nceivabtÒ te iÉt9uzation [Mat<wt wa` Ÿvs´ibl¨{œoö¯soeak ÊnZtheråánguagR”
¸nd ¶tiêàëmMeåaense in ažr waW¼Ma~cel(Ducøßmp’i fyrs<ìunZsÃIst:| Ù:adimale O!
W~th©
he una sistedR\GdÚ
mcdek ürt &h4ge„ ?ts focunÀ1romAtheQform ofthÊlaòüu½ge2t$ wht :as beun( ¿ðBd.7?hÖc meansÀthat iy ØhanÁ“d  h˜¤nPtUreÿof at fº—
m_a³¡uµsaio~ oy-ôoºph™log£ o a qÙention oh �uàcæ€nû T�i' chaMgá I oSe¥zromu“g¿0
*r�n¥e¦ €o “
ogc"|tion” – w‡s ¢h5 b9ïn@iÁg of “õÝÕrn” ™¨ €nd Œhe 94íìn
øng of ÈonceptRÉl¥art8 A~…‚a&t {aš/eiÚ
cha©‹)éisç±oncšpÆJal žinÌatu]ªÜ ecu,eMaIº`’Æly`Å.ˆstsconepäu‡üly ‡ÇãEhe ×vèWue”\¹fpôr¨¥Xa§ïant[tP afÛer DgchDmp³an ‹â2weihed 

!coùúng hë how m8ch tÒe>µVueKT#oþed¦hz n
tôreˆ#  art@’whEch ƒs an‚t¸r uay of s‰y\©— “w4WÚ th: a¤ˆeû t¶ theØcB‚cÐp<iÉÇ äfŸartŒ o® whav 
asn…t tere befor± tËey starí dp ¨rtist¤œquesthon tÇþvn*tFre ofèar¤S pr‡sŸnµinw Çe5 pr™posltions a¸ t< •rt¼sfnz§ure.1A%X to 
do$thisƒon{ücannot concrrn oões¢lÄ wi¤h tpeYhandåë-d(Dn Ílanƒuake”of 3rÄditiî‰a±7ar½, s 8h+>‹at"ƒtx is ™aseddoMßthe 
MssumÏëeonÑWh‰t¥þh+¥e ¤® onfy one wÅ-ùo}¤œramÃ
g 6tÛ2r6Fžsit¾
Fs. BÛt the·vDry stuff » art i² indRedbg¡ea)l\ òeËa>ed2toïŸcrea_¬Fg” nÄw pLo‚osiš:nW  
T� c@8e —Â oDNenÁUÎÒj – 
=¶ticRlÄmGy ¸A refµ7�nceÞtÐ DuÏ›amp 0w^hat obje|³Ö}of artIosuch asQt†e H'aÅy-maV5s,Eyf �ovCne, Œ�¤ Sll aY is `mp€Ë„d in 
thi‡JF9re jÞdge
as objed³Ñjlrt ßnëlœ€er ye<rÌ‘a{dmth& aètists’ in¼eotios becom� 
Å(emÂv™qt.+lZch
|nÿartm{n�uisÕÇe cÐ’e #f‘ãApr¯%onãe1ved not^Óò¢r:eru}† £oge×heÚ n4i §ese½sa¹ilñrelaöed aQtsÖ ThÂ
�nt
is thiÅ:¹«&st�et¯s, as �p -aMe po�ntÔd oÒ',3Ãre;conœ£pßu¤—lÖ~Í#re0Uani tÆ üÌ-  
�Thð, k•H hysCc@lU§h_>g6ca™ bßcÔ Ï objÈt db�¦të tha¤öis zÞ—$èy, cn îe šonsidšrÞ ÏZsteÓu§, aest@ tiëallyŽ›¾easÛng, 
etc."But this as no#b_rin” 1nàShe Ÿbect’s…9pplic ion to “n °rt onÕextÕ  žòDŽ
s, iªôîu�c¤iÈningeiŽ E‘,rñ Áö†tãœtÙ:(aãg·0!i) aÛ%olector t–ªÚs a÷pai`³iÈg, at“Qches 'egs, and©u;es ¼Æ ÜM a'ninông]taùlebiØãs an4)ct  
uÅrilat¿dºIo art o² `h.rtiDî»becãus,É4s…artý tha wa§Õ’Ò?tæe;arti¬X’s inte²tiok.) ztGis ô~€iojÃ Üøe°Ét°aœU¢�r`alist c-Stµ))m’sSre6iÃnce 
ãn ëorõhoƒ:gØAlýa"sº–¿essar l„w‰e& a^©iaÁ tow¡rdìêh§ moÍphIlogyÀof tradiŠiona= aßów Apd
i=thiö :ems tDeir critiùšsm BsÉµ!tOrelted ‚n h “scieûC·f‡cçÔetµÂï” Ú’ ny±"· o\ ô�piä Þsm Ías Mipha) ŽFJœd,6�iDÒ ‹iì GetaRŒeµ 
d™sÁriptions `f paitingC'and otøðr Óschala¶j”„ºar‘h»rnalÆa wouNz w–ût�œs ™}®belÂeve).÷Fodmalˆst fritc^sm is n ere Æa› an 
anal›si^äÞÔþ¤hã phyÑic„Š˜a tTib÷tQs‹áÕ ømrz˜c`õ �oà$eSts %±¦t hèpp7n t–Äexist i1çaum®rp(ol‹gácal cõnØÛx-  ent 
ùhòs¤o¥sn’t¶�dLÂany k@owledFº (bÕïZacts÷ Zo ourÌuh¶úrs2éýing ìf the‰nature or f3



c–ion <f¤aòa. <nfÛæÐiªhbr do¢6©iƒ2kîm¶enš on£whet
er Zr íot ‚heqÓÅjectqyanalyzedxkHževerè
<rks$#º ÓrW,ti< ah‹t—forBalist Hritiâs olway¥ ¨yˆasÇthe  on1ŒpÜuHl egumeät in woÉks of aî5.áxacµ€¹ why they#do’t¶�oõent�on tû 
cohceD—Gal elLïbt Pn$¤or�s�f¥¾Ft i¡ prucisltSÙº’au�–¼formgóist ar‰ is on†ž a9t b• vi�tue í� i«Øes
m^l/ÒŽe toá¿arlGeÐ worísä fÃaˆ. ¹t’sa mindlÇOs art Orzas+LuÂQ Lipæard ¤Û slccinStlbcdÏscric‡ &Sˆ‡s O¬ðtÝzñ’sPDêinrvgs:rÇhs’re 
§isa® M)95ak.514 ŠArmalXøãcri;icsžandÁór8i-ts alSÝÌ do-noS †ußÉzi™n¶ !e Éature of aštPübât a�rI-haôö zaid eU
eNherÜJ BeiÍg ÍnpaYtiet n©w mxan tê question thvnatue of-art. g_°ëe iç quÏstio-ˆÇg »h8 naùu³eÖoœœpaintûŒg, (n. J`nnot Óeëq*e›on•| 
th¯ ntgr{ oÆöar»ý Y¨¿a± 95ÁtRst Ÿ¶j)tsLpa¦vtOng ½™r w‹upture) h«,�s acept¶ng the trad»tioFvtÒaG goes ñimh×it O„-
l’‚ bef“usmátüeoËoÅd eaE¬ésdgeãíåa«aßd t@%omd Œ,ojting'iá¡peÇiôiÙŸ ¼¶i–ungQÊ© kiI´©oá amt2ƒ
ðêw yQÁ make¸azntin\Hryo”a†eYalready a‚-eptiYgó(notvŸ ±stQ/ni©g)Ôthè na¥ure %f a{u. On' is th0ø ac½e ting thß*ntur of 
Çrtèto(¡e¤t©eároï¶aY týaditio†–of aTpFin›ing-súulpt‡ie [CÝotoky.15AT™¬ stronge,t objecFµonson caE r«…¡t˜<instÙÁ moqËholoical 
justi¦c…tMon for%#r†Ú÷Wionap a�t is thatÌmhrIhŒlo—icalnÍtÊo†s ,f*csõ úöbod4œan iipled � prio‘i›conceðtÊoÿ ar95’s/possibili
i¯K’ Aÿ… su,h è a§ƒiÊr?:co„ó¼ptof the9nsóu’e¨of¾aIœÙ(as 4`p±ateùfr'JsanFl—tic·ll)¯fr|me£Varàpr‰pãsition‰ o¶Û“wor°ƒ” wh`choI 
wül{ ªs“’ss lat}¯r maken it  inœred TÕ3PiÛi: impos@ible to ques–ionUth ¬Õtuûe of art. †d N£is óuesti`nžngÊof ¨he naSure fg >t\ÿd a 
¯ryi©poØtantÂ onc/4t 95n understaD–n95 Rheófunµtbon oâ aÉt  ¯
   ñò   And¹wÁtúhol's ðrye forêõurh!mpÅs+„r¨ „ppl—es aW w}ƒ-÷o mosNbÉf çQe„arD£afëev h2.F¦|ÏotÄeI`wþ']s,ct6Ùvalue o[?±-is� – 
orGinÂv÷n{e–MÇs i›• iea ñ1 $heßre�lm ofíar œ }ot tY¶øphD@i‚%Ù ¸r HÕC-aT qS(8iies ¯een²in a Éaecöfic pDin{®nò nr tTn
´parÂicuZqrizæiíˆ(Wf$cert*+xcí›
rs ‡Óý95Žes� orætèeFe…colqus?¹nd ºhåes…are ÙheqatÜstlÔnguagÈ,” n‘ ¯ts©mü™ningÔcoVc4pÿuaélM as art. TB lõo! €pon—arLâb:st 
“wasteÄwŒrk” nz'¾*¦ŸÜµtéi¬ LonsensicÙÇ conc'pval[Ñ spe/king, as far™aoGart is c;n$UrldÅ (khat \isual invoxma,iow tGat ²<µ T`ique 
inÂþub{s÷áÌ þœguage has now bePn ˆençral’Ü absoøÒed 
ndHÞ.îþa 
ot»to doš^tNþtheãÑay÷ån�ch÷cG ¢ne Teaò%`‹tŠ pã%òti¤Q “(ing=áscic(ll€..\ß$.gµV˜
hatra ðu£isQ pa€@ti2g mea©t exÏe°im’neallyÊÂndÁcÖtceptïaÐêyü˜o¿ Óa¤ŽêGetñude St;…n,·is ‘eon® urÏsp®cu‘Ò÷i^ø be}auŒe�toe 
Äam_A‚:it¦g tIeã“uuŒnt” sþme²hing �©fý‚®enÈdthan%it|7¦Ësˆnow.]) Û$eúênal
5‡1now Šf anHorg1naÿ}CubzstAp¬iniSd is –CË uulik�: i3 moÆg Ô¤®gektŽ, =• orÉN¢nalUanusprqp|by LÈ°dgBr‹n,Óor TZe piritzof St
Louis 
s×it €#see©^inCthÝ–SmithÏonMan gnsqBtu9oä ‘
¿n~ee9u Òusecms fiyl †sÂ Reõ\ samT uÈJtion as the S$gøh¡on˜þn‰nýÈitu6[ot – W0yCelÖ� would ‹hÔ#JeuÚde Paðme wi«gÌof ¨·• 

oRvr vxhibtt CézSn“ôãø and¯Va> ¤égh�stp|ett®s=§s ¨A•udlP Ås they �o Ohe)ü pailtnuÕ?¾ œct„Ÿ
 worŽµ oû ag
 ºre¢ittleoã?r� tha± hi3‰oriÓal curiosiAieÿ. As ftr . art3is cü¡c˜rÍedVan Goghºs Yain+i{Ã| aDek’x wor£q�¥ny morŸ th÷~ ¡is {a6»öëenWs.?
TheyfaÏe ‚t� ßüÏllectoƒ’s ¸tm.”Þ7VÌt ²`iJ‡s” throgknflue
ZÖAg )theE a_t F ŒV exsting a“ KãqÓhysical äesiàue ofÎaÒ a[tist’s ÿdeaÂ The‘rea4ŠÖthân diféeSent aœisth from ˆhe pasttaKe 
Öbrou§¡t ±Œ°eõ Õgain isËbecùuse ÷oe •specÄû1fˆðhÁÅr wor«íbec¦mes @us‘ÿle” Ô ~ivingáŒ«tist(. ä=t¨Æere iÎAn‰ Ìtr0†h” aî ¶o
?haƒ ar'Dis ÿeemŸ qite BnrZaliƒAd  ò
Whqt Is the fuqòßiol o¥'årty oÞ tÕk ´aaur
‚o™ aºt~µI”–we contiWue�óur"ÕIalogy cf cŠEfÆrm¿ aCtÄîè
ež ùs$e§M) art�sÞi5ngòþgŽ‘oneLcÇØŽreaàietheº ’ªat  ¾orkòoG artá�s ø knd 1f Ðço-os‡t n pre1enŒed ¤ithip›F¹eÒëonÊextÕUf art 
›pžšVc¨mmeWt QnÀar‚º WeIQ~nëÑhenŠæB fuÌther ó;Ä aÎa½yž±Ø[h typ�s of “ëropositÞoëâ.( æíJd —e’Æ evluatëSnæoÞòaÈt’â 
d‹sPiÆctioH b_t1
”n analytöc¸a¤dW
µþ'h3Ùic«b� �r‚ulËt± Ès here: “ ëprcpso¹ion isòanalútÎc|w™)n itvaÌiditq;dÝpendsm�okeâ.on ª¥e·²˜fi§“i¦“¤«Åf ]he ´ymbµ9·]Þt conta§n, %Áì
‰n†üetic(w¤e‹…itª vaÙi¨ity ÇsydÐtermin+d b÷ th¡ fa®t’îof‰eCpeJiníe.”1J The aÊalogk I will TttÅmpç tÉ mzke ½95þD¾í UuqwœeÇÀth 
a†6xÜonšœ‘on þsš t„ conditÕon ofÚthe analyticðp]oposi\iona >níthmã they d¦ç’t Àp*@z¥tâ be~#elie able as Øthing;esy, or beUaboÌt  
anythinz (ot´r �hVnagt) the for²s of_
rt os§ lea(lEëfÊn6.lyžrefer©ble onˆy ñ¬ ar† h²veLbee5 orés clYsestßtou°nBë©%calm�ropo§žtions®ï�
™ï×ks AŽÚ]rt ‹reÚý¥aJmt)c propoÒi5i˜Žyç That�¥s, ”f vie4eÅBwih]n theirècon‰ext XA aäý – he� provi˜�˜n% énf rm”%þon wý+ts%üv<b 
bo¦tka:yH@attcr of 
¼ct. A wVrÌ of a©Ýois j ta«toloºy�innM¿E it iŸ a ¤rese
a�Ÿon9of 2ke artûst’±9int«tio=,ÖthE[ is] hm is s`yÙng Ê`‘ hatwpprtiÂ(
mÅÀwTàk
cfÄØÛb¤ûñ�Nl^, chi+h me‘n£, n¬a ïefim06iƒ o9 art.T…usÞÂthmt Ít is art isStžÓe a pôPori (wÌic is wh9t Judd m95¡b  when÷ße st¨tas t}~' “if 
someope c~ÞÑs i‘ ar_úýit’s \rÄŽ)  
IndPeP, it isònˆarly¹im¤osçÛbl»!ÄŠ 
âÚc—ss·†rt ‚n ,½neôal DÑms w Ìoà�ta±kiÏg in tauto<ogies – fûo tµ-tøemOì tBâgrabpH Brp by†any ïthei
“–aô¢M�„it erely�toµ›ocu  n tŸothpŠyôpeá or q7&lÔty ‹ the pro®osi´iâ…à ch{ch is us-úllyb@releûaŽtÀto GÖe195rworpNs 
“art�coêdition.”ROn¼¡6egins!no âe«l=zeºtga}Âart’õ .arX‹con„ition” iO§Ðcos&eptáÈã Lte. TratÉtMH Xnngõag¨forls tAat thefart‡Þt fraæ¤† 
his ðõÄ®ositioGs•in aËe oste“©“‚ÿkvate”ªod¡s o( languages °s aµ  ÃevitÏ‡Z outcom¤†o µrŽs¸fr+ndo‰ foO<ÎorphØlSgfca; µÆnstrÎ¸tioøüh 
and^®CbfoQlow¾ fo÷¯this Ú7èÇÙLne øas tûObe fCÛiL&ar)úi¬žŽcoNte¿porary art toapË9ecœùg_Ot‹abÆßund¡rsÊ ²d it. LikewÕže >ne 
und<r×Kand# w¢ô¾t/€ jüaR inOthe s§ree” isýintLlerµ7t to §rtis¥iý’¯rÁnd a±w‰ys¨demºn
L {rtÀòn a Qr¶ditional “Ì£nguagl.+›}A,Y one BndøBstanû÷ w~y f˜ m”liJt art §ells “©ikI¨Ø¤ t"Òrs.!ì¼'nl™ in pa#Óti%gqÑnd s¯Òp uÏeÁ('d the 
Èrtif's µll.speakW,he sa¡e languageFsha¤ais calleç’“Novelty’ýcW”‚bXdh, fñrmlistq7iˆ®o‘åen¶toe0Pttþmptto ÙinU ne lý¯÷uagesm 
althè$öE a\nÃD l‚ng�ag˜ doe'n’D neces<¹rfly me9×…the fraJi´ê›of n¤e”à§Ãpo~i`io@s: `‡gÈV
most k?ne{ic q|Ìêe'ecronic art j
òA4nÏCew.ò´y Þf st¨tFng9 in rla²iÆ to arn wÔatˆAyerOÞssertûd@a»outÉthe ýƒalyt¼c meth€d rºà¹he z—^texÂ Ô¢¦„ang{cg ÒouÊÕ be 
tGÒ+Àoosowingq T�nLv`7idŸt¹ ê` aŒ�is2icÁpRÖ0osi�¿o¥Ä is æotÝd™pâden¹ o«any «mpÚ ical} muchÚlesý°ny|
Ves'hæticœp�esjp÷o;ktion aëout Vhe nýtÂre Ù;tÒi’s. For t•È )r¸Å«t,™
s Rn95a anystü is´n£t ÌÞrettl@ TDnD4Ÿpeµ 
ith th± lfys“cal�ÀoåpŽrtie# ±f thinûò. He is@co�Àerged o†lywwi¬µ t9e wa '1) in (hW
h yrt"is 3apa¾lmDöV concep/ualFŒrowth andcþ2ˆˆhowzCis±p²oµlsi]ioKs aeícpab¼e%1f¸…ÁgVcalla kïlloúinC+that gr-hW19Í   ½  ·P$r• 
ExpressionIm,5co¤Q<nuingŸwith°ky�rösœ‚¬¢ms, cou†d ze½c6nsižeéRdÂ suŽh8iAsse·tence95whch í1nsñöç



d„>f dÁXonsfrat³¦e XJmfol�øwou
d‹©ot³express ?g(nuŸne propost+on.Èf¾ 7ou†dobÄ  mere£Œjîculaíio’. n nOÙÉayÎÉharachÍr¤jþË£itüat ># whic3 it�was\supposeÞ tÔ 
re1×V.”´Ýxp1‰sHonËstqworks!96e usu Á y sucÔ “e¥¾c¯laNion&”*õâe+entŸd in thÌ m²rph†ßogi‹al \an3uage of tra&itio¢a0 art
¾If Polloch i��;òpo}a�tÀiP›{s buca)Ðe he pai~teB on loosežcanzas·:õ§ijfntaå¼y)tØÖt�ž blµ?  
>haWãksnÈt 9ácw¾šÔnt is tha³h± k(t½ p96-ñOse dNippunds Ùker str¤tc¡s,a³qëÇunð Áhnm Qa:al–el to vhe wÍ,!.a(‚ Ht!er w6Ûds ¨‚atzi> i 
1ortênt4ðªzârp¸ÚK‡what oneCbr§ngO toCiI, notÊo÷e’s ad¤Ÿio‰ of what w>s ”re´fouÐ× e¼•stxng›)�W¾afRis N5Žn!�a«s«iúp#štantSto a
%tVis o]ôoükös Š®o©é oé GseIf-e#âre#ëiÑê”
eau¿ûótho;úŠkinds b> èÌ€jŠctÚve »e»µings arNus‡j>s9-toBan÷One otÁOr thaM those ¦nvoÔvedZSit¬~Jim&pqr ona96ly.×AdƒtÐeir 
“spcfic” quality¼putá;÷ùem outside¹PÒ•ãrtä| cont•xt 1
ì“I dJ nŸÜnía¶e ar, RVch›’µ Serra sas, 
I áð en«eged<nCnyacti·itû;Èi xêm²o‚e a tsy7º caïl96iö aÄtaþtßat’s§ºi¯ bÛsVnes°,œb tØitÇ n
t up to më#àŠ decide ‚až+ ThauÈs llgigured µ_t atÖ.” ²erra,×¸hJn,'_sNje/y €Ìch/awarÀ ðu�he implicat¬ons of0ÈÍ© work.}If Serqà 
iÕŽinMeed Üust “fig¶ring out§w×a ea96 ÊoeV”'(gravitat$on¼çöyz ŠòºÔ*u”¼<¤õ eÊcƒ)s wh~ sÊ±ul<âanã6†e thŸ, Bf€ig=as art? 
IË;¾eüôo?sn’t tak tGe resåU…sžbiWity ofhit bei–g ”rtrwhg zanƒµor™sÁG
l|? }i<�work cÁrtaošyWapˆarsStn Œe empricüþl7Ãve‰ifi blem Fad 0a+¹do, —~d be Þ£dnfor, m;nyE\hy|ical2Åctƒviÿhes‹hDnotseŽf¡thit 
does>!nythingöbït )šadŒuâ-intDìa diÄßogu± aÑÌutwt©ä�Dvßuae,œf artÂ©In a çen¨  Õe? Xe*¤s“a‹p
ÀmÐtiÂe8 HepÞ;s na@idea Ãou% art. H@w i}fit tìÎnºth«t÷we,2noAåa ´t ÂÒis a/tivÔy”™ eëaBsHùhe has(òPQd ‘sÔô¾ùÿs vr�ôbyhi% 
acçQod¦ ašteën“hie ctÖvi0yW hasƒtškenplace. Thªj ÍsÄ dy the¹fatt khaòý-e isìwifh several ×aL§eriÿüT «utsã+8e phMhÚcal r¨jdueŽo8 
Js¼c¦iv¼§% iºXÉu'uì+(Ýn�¡s§|Ms 0hemátíçÀ¤t collLct¦fs – Ñ« aåÐWe ha¬e ‹1nte†|Uˆt, ’¿âlectors are irrsl{vañt ƒ:±he€“clôdVtio¡ o•èa2t” 
où a•woBkç  
£h8®'Pe ª*nieÂëšÀs áorý is art ¢¦t plÞˆs the urtis ¶s moÿeßtµafájusD OrpaLad,xn Ø?›rañsQcretlH feel® thj “Yr©,˜od” is rr©ved•aÅ 
em“irßc{llA. “ëÓ§, (ˆ A¹er has ssaQ(dæ Th#íeáa³e no ñbsolut]Vy c³/Üax empi¦ical ¾rohoæiÖi×¦s½It is S²lc=&¾u$odowie th˜ÑÃ�üce}p (n  
E‰piFic›l¨quËPKgCs 're ³ne n( áll £yÉo he?es, which m{y þ  onfim— <r di)crµdited’:n as xa×µs´n'V xæe˜Þence. A4 thâ 
p?op¹xÂtiYÃ çnMwi½Åm“e ýpcrälPu bservationÓÂhatLvµ‰·fy theseÝhypotheJÏýæPretheæseves XyˆotÒe™ep w_œÖh are sbjecl tƒ ± 
o}�•Åtof f§rtleß>°ne experiøn‡*.¥Th;süther; is n; f‘n€l Dropositiinf°2ÒIé o…he{ ŽoVdsšï'hÍ4;–WÚ¢siê×onsiÒ*Äañt dre noä ëàF†hl, b:t  
Ìnggistic ¤¦6ch‘�acéer [�t,at is, tñ d¤do¤\Žtºdcs¼¾ébe he beàav”or)4= pUysicaó, or£eveÖ íentMleobâejtg; tþBÖ Ÿxp’-sËyefinitiºps of artè 
o\ tXe X…äm5È ˆons©q·e1ces ofâÒfÐ÷�ons˜oš Îít. Ac�ordyn4vy,n eƒcÙ†say thaò ®râ�p‡ aÍˆs ^ a�žgŠY.Bto— wx ¼Žal] s�e µhat 
tö+«chNraêtyriÇtÏ Þrk¤¶f a AurÁ]ž lãg¿*a Yn]uirym„`¡that it Hs onvÒgned witht%e<fÜí�aš Con-çque]cusìoS]ourpŸ»FnitÇæÏ<$(0f_rk) 
2n“³ot wãmh-u9òeioús of e-pŒri\al fact—0¥To -óp|"Ú,Qwhàt ¬rt h¢s inæommon w9ì‚$
oérran© õthÆmaHics is that Ò4Õis« tigÿolo™3; i.”.,>thÂ 3¿rt ide§”Uýo¥ “µork”)¦ao %rt S96y èheîsme and ~«* b, °pGre
(¤Í1+Qah vr@ ½i
houtgo-=g vtsidæ ¤e conøexêofkarufÉ– /âri)Rþ—tHon (
OnÆtheY(therˆhan-,fjÜtÇus consrde¸ ¦ÌY arŒ c^K¦t±
e èoñ hÅs di©dicuŒyÞPe ÌpÑ att[pts(t< b‡) v£syÕtKeti1 ÄÈoóosi)£oÓ.!Or, t$Èt iú to*sy,whenÇJÈe tluth oÊ fGY¾]Ôy ofmits,æs¼ïrRioÝ 
i¤-§ÖrÞ6iœ
€e on empirica§ Xr¾uÍË¤  
AyÈE st»ts: ü0.º. TÎe Nriweri£nï¤y whUch Üe’€eù�Ùmine+t.e öalÀlit!Ff aY
a£pXiorH or sVÌ�yÌÎcµlÝproposi~iÒn ª?n(ï slffcG!At t¸³deter:inK Th¨´Lìlidtywof“an eípiE¥cal orÜsyn·VAt‡cj«Žp¿qit›Òn‹ Fo9 Õt s 
cha1ac¡e›”s�ic ofRemÆiµic l pAªpeRi÷iÞ(Ý tÙatÒthõir vxªþvÝ½yÎi– not #ugely formö_. To say–‰haäU ÜeomeÁrDca—
²prÕpÛsitio¶, orûa �stem «f àešm÷tr«cal prfp1ðiJi¡ãs,ú5fa…sK, Šséto çaÖthat itei
 se^f'ûontraW+ctørƒvC>uG an eL\isi/ažÄpto{oS§¶$ocõoÆbö£xžst©‰ v~piricaÆæŽŒo%÷sitiUns,pCay be fr
e fromûÌontradi¶tion anºsk¯ll{bS Ölseö I· is²s�i–`Ro be Áã5;eº no…&Å“c¶useôt i& ‡oLmallÖ deùeótive, à†t Òeca¦seC[t ñai‘sØ“Ù 
×atiÎ’yDsome)mžt+©i° crit\iínã21åT×e¢Nnreanit= o� »rUaªóstic” art :s d®z (o its �AaminfasÄ,–Ñr
plopo�tÖœnUincsynthˆèiÇ-ˆ÷rEf:åoneZi4 alçays t}mvªe} toòverWf¿þÅ¼he píÐpo6Þ?ion+eepwrÏa§ly.hRealX<m|s³s±nt¨RtjÁØstate 
does&nî‰ br–ng oÇe¤to a ôú'cuxar='ing bëËkzi©$oä üTlo8Œe w\th telCrS›r fraˆ¹w¦r( of q¤est ons aöoÎ ÃheEnYt re ¿äart (# ƒ;F 
<heqqor˜jof PaPeKch, Mond-iaO ™ol8oTR, R«inhardt, ZaõþyÞRauach“tÊNr, J§4ns†"Lichxe%tÇin, WaAú>ln—0qd�e,AJu:‹n ËýÉ“iÑe 
DWæt , Mir÷iÎ, aêd ot°ers), but ratjery oíe is"flgåg outÞof arÏd%'ÝorbÚ”GintÐ tÍË“©`&iûite sØaÜe” ofZ[h¨4wmìn ¤on¦éto�  ˜
     H  ØhatXne ¹inds a±l t¼rogh}ut the&wriýi Hs of AdiÓúi†G¿rdt 
s thisÙvery sqmiê<rNÄmes¼s%é 
rtÛasƒartR”Înd-ÉaÑ¾Áart6i´ ölwa´. de�d, ÈndðÀ ‡Qving’¹Òt is a deceptiªn2ï RwBnhardt¹haZ avÂryEcl
aæ ideaei—out Phš n°[ureŸof—wrtõ…andæhiC
impoÉance isé£
B fomqrwcog³z5d|ß
BecaseÒzors A9art^tgat êav2’qc`siÀre®r…#tÐti’ r3pèi:iœn¿ arè !er(fiablO b´ the worÌdº5S-¸]Ûis tosåay, ko unde´sand th„se-
p‚oYositiµns½8£eQmust leave ¿n tautoæogiíal-ik¸Òfrt}Hwork oÊÆrt®andêconÜider “ o0tsidï/ inf=’mation.¤Bu»-ÚÉcoÑsidþt i× a¥ aÖt qg 
i— nceäsa£y toianor²mÕài¿ same utsie {0fo¸maKmI§beca<se o;tsie inf‡rmatiï Â:x‘„rTÀn³å´qwq¨Â§r®es,î‡oÅ*oŸeü has'g}s Âwn iøtniosÐc 
wñrYhë 2nyöto omprÄjønd åh\s w¤5thb!e doe ¨o¯ nee áa stÜeâof “art†cniito»:N Fr‘ 9hisóiøÁÅ%UsÐ¡Îì ÿ2_li' 
hat at . viabô¤_tÄ ÞÃ �åtc„nneoÓ=²To
the preseGtaVo ofÜvisalµoor o^“eœ) kiŠdj of PxRerieJce. TŽat V anzma I3€vz bAeÇÅone J
ìaud‹„äect€ÀneouT nu-ƒÁionaÕin `he p°eced E/q7ent€âÎ}z is /ot un[ikelyÍ Afž>� îll,m•ß,ineven¨the~ineve‰nth Ä^ntur’ êiŒed’“n a éãirly 
tanþL3’¯z;÷ ºsu0en¦i™onm¥tz T‰ˆt�is, \t ws ízdinaàily rÊÚiÙt”bl
ó��@tú ‹hæt hewou¸d bþ àoming 2nBo†éoè„a ¹ €äth  aàåaf“er5ú™&. Hi@ visÅ¼- eËviroÝment in t-I pmrÉ ofëŠhe14orldÊinZwhich hW 
Œive96 ²ñsèfúi@ly±Àons¥st=nt. I6 ouž tim[ weöhave  nÌÏVpl³ientiaÍlh rasticÿJlj rîA¤Vrôez´ronmýn˜¥ One ca96bfl³ ×l` o�Ìõ ShU˜eaüh dnµ 
&ptter of âœuusa$d96day t n"t mon;7s. W ÞavgÞ>he cinÊÊaÆ µnd ¹=Oor tlevUsiÑn_.as×wEÎ asÒthe ¡DnÁmde spctacpeÀÿfthe 
l0ht$²o9 Las VeúaÉ '2 the À1yscraßeÔÝ?~ Nµw±YoÛk Ci°‘TTLeÔhX|e”w-rwd i =tµ…[ef[o ¤e96ÔÀ~L aÆd ðhÓzwhðl"´world caE watc– ý�- 
w}lk on “ûe +8on†Xrom”Hheir ÄÝŽi#g ro‡ms.Ñ’e¸taä¤yµÿ t,or objeôt (ofpai çi1g6and«s¼DlptureŽca>not÷beÐeGpecedtð¢c^mpete 
eH×eien`ialü] w¸ttÈi+&Ü–Óeûn¯Šôí+ ífõ“(]Û” is r�lÄ]ant toÂ.tÎan2 its “angua~e.” á�ßõ Äly}ehe
boxÕorÏcu1e
f¾r
 ha¦ beDn@ðedOa!greatÒdeal wWt0in XxÏ1con"»Œtêo< aáP. QTake Xér ¯nstancþ it(ÄÊse bs°Judd, M·rrHy LeWi¯U,ïðnaden, 
m-hhþgBeŽ¦,andMCrack§n¬Ì’n^ÜcevenLmeO”iüinVt÷‚öquantHty  f b¯eþ Dad cu}es hQt4cÑme üŠte°Y) ThÖ 
Ý)föeÀ$nÖmàtweµK F‡˜ tä¥ vaÔ�o! ÁseáÕ3ƒ—th„häœ‡ or¬cuÈÖ®—q�m i1 §irbctö˜…r_lÿted toØ¦heÇ96Zf"ere)ces ;n th– Ën‹entionsñof th‡ 



aÏÊiBts.'Fòr,jeÝ aC™i¾pøitiJâlaklë“see� ¥n Judd’s wor�ªthe Úwe ofzthe bÓx or cube—fÙrmWill1^tÑates verÍ,el·ÐSÎñ%eDClieF la£@.t¤at ]
n o·e¬t Ý onxŽ årtÏwhe´ pla?ed in tLe c)ntext°ofQaAt  
A 7;wyex¡mple‰ Ki¤l p)int »ÞiE &u3.hOe Óould Ny-t«\ iÁ Wne†o¥á?u)d s bx ÿors was N]en fiKl“dith"deûCÄs¤ úcen fllcedA¿¨ 
a‡inÔuMt
ial sTttinZ,or {ven m

elë¨þeen s³ttin
on a w¬|ÊÕRŽ
ornºrf it wfuj� notøye"id-©êúsi dšwithLSt. I" vþllÒwsóthnïtñ|t ÉnÇe=stnŒÊng¯an� cÖnsVñera~iÊ ï° Õt3s ÕE artwo˜Z ; anecessË7y 
WpWior to vieÒing ýt %nÏodeQùtoh“seàmz as’ì woËk ef
- t. Aµvan_el±n[or<ation  boutmthe¨cÌncept oÅÛa‘t Vnd vÔout a artist’Á co:epts¯i 4necesaeyLˆ the *pprö
aZyonFÞ{d Ûnde‡s:Ènd÷n oè$conºemroYary a´t. Ány'a‘dPall Èfˆ'h‚ p“ysicaCÅòtt|FÞute¢ (qo1>Ktˆe¾â E coŸtem¤§rar` åorÔs, if c 
Nsiderå´ separatêÌra@d/o™ ��ec/€i)a¦5R,Ã¸r irreýÄälnt to
te ÝrL c9ncep£¨ h6�aWtJconÛ×ptJ4%s‚JddXs„il, zhoug1 ¥v diªn’t ßÊan7it ths %ay) must né‘consi?9r›�it its whˆle´ 
To cÓsider0Ø†w& cept9s•pIrts ,I(invariubÓW»tW oIW-ÓJr a¢icR
 t7atrÙO9 irñlpvant tgUtsµarý ÎoÛdi�i ½ – IrälEe rBafinÞÄp
rts o
 a defni�ion¢ 
ðIt £omes€as ¡ofÜ?"¢èie th| the Ür¡�Ûi#hµthÝ lFasï`4ited `ZÆphol�òy Ôs tw ú–m:lßRÊrom hich we dec¾phíÞthe 
na�ur�ofAtö$tÛe(eral·ŸÆ0#“a
0XŒzF#r ¿ê»Ÿ_ thÀrˆ !s a càøtÔttÌexi¡ináª»epÐ)aÊe-  o its moœpµoloþ( ZndücMn6¬²tïng of išs f*nctDononŠµisŽmBre ¦Žk³yÝÊt fÏQd 
ResþltL�§…s cmZfÒ¿mYg+an‹ pÞedi,tÄbÄê.§�t=iD7Æ¸ mod\En97art’s pÁsseÆsi®n of k “�Önjuage” zœt°Œt³eshort†st ! stor ôhat „he 
plausi-ilitk of ÜceÖab›ndonment of Å�þ Hanguage” bÁcoÇes mUstNÂ;s¡ibèe. It ¢Å ïÓdeqt©nµableËthen thtt 
h arµ‚tMa�ªcam6´out oÕ We'trnàpê)ntin'ØanP†‘cu�ptur½ isªtGà°rost enï>8etic, ¾ueät¤oning�(oú its nature), and *evl4as  assumÈng 
o�Ball tFe ºeWÙrLl€1{rt”�cocerÜsïíAn_th9 âiUaw înalÂsis, hÁ§/ver,%±l: of t¼e a¤ts�Ive#buêýFÄ4iŸØgß£s.„iw’  Êerîs)  0¢m¬!N” 
òeöembºaz/eF 
Oe ’`h¤ vÁrNogò:quaòi;iesÞ�Ìlata–l to aÍ àart ÐoÈd¿jioYºpo7sesæ<d b¥ p}evyu the novelÝ the0CinžÂ~ÎX´?tSã
tre, and Ðaƒi.usâ÷ÈZñ of þusiï, et.Bi‰ ä[ítTaspuítgfLthex "¨}t ‚DliÛble’to  Þe fuñžÊ]8noofÛart ½s¶ç(serted éere  
5�s npt thedeclibe oiÐzoštSyÝ‚elþtaAle to the‚m(jed�metahrNi•|#fo� p)etry’� use of “c·mT›5” la£fuane8ah an£arN äanéÆag?24 In³Lew 
York ”he lS=• ^ecaëenå stages oe petry caq be se]n ‚n th˜<”oçe by{“Conc³fLs”�poebÏ recent¿ytoíaŽd™Lhe Àse Ðf—±czÓãl objemtO -nd 
theatŽe2ˆ97Can it|°e that,theM feelßth‘  çreality of th¦GN t f¦rm\   í  ÇCòe se‡ nÛÌ t3atth/$a_ioms ofa gHív‡try v[F1imp7y 
éfinit�ons,â)n\Ëthat the·Êhõorems -f8aùgeomet»y ar%6simply the log8calcnseÁ
nceXv\ thesS nef¿n*t¤on@ò A eo{et-
 iÓ H~t fn itÛelf ÿboýtQp97ysi:algsq¶<e;QiQ ´ts lfž¢tœcannot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anyth]ng. Butcwe cG° use a weo/etry ä• 
rsšPiÑ·aÅouž pÓIÃiQal s®aceÔ Th‘tP»s fo²say, once we avÜº-iSn áhe xio$sõLÇphysi|ºlEiºterpret
tionP we canþroóeed 97 aøplç tp( tÛ¥or]ms
‹÷øtÈÎ ˆbj#c¢s$Mh“h \atisf� Â
e �xiêis. ÐhutÔer ³ geomeUyu‰n›¡ŸÇçp1¥ed to,the c¼ua� pœysic¾lÚÀo¹ld ”€ Yot" is n°›xpÙ…Òéal¶quòsÍi\{whi³h falls outsid' ¬L ¤cope 
ofAgeûmº‘r: itselfz Áh6pg Âñ n‰ sens‚, therŸfôrev iÔ ˜k)nþº�*�chEof©the–variout geoî|triesØ�nûF to us •reFfals— aPd whi¤h2are trà. 
S¤}žüa- a² they[rhæa*l{«reH frÔm Ë#ntr~dictið.ü’the½×arðall  rue.à=h/ p‹òp¢
"
ƒn whVch t©tes th†M¾a×cÅrt¬in a!p[icÔte(ÖHo¦ a gemJb�yªà posi#[ehi¹Ïn.t itgelaòa ÂnŠpçýitvp}of th¦tTgÓ3Æeëry. All *hat thñ g
mtryƒiisefºth ls us is that i¯°aîyzhi
äÍcan � ürnuÈ"t '¢derÊt
e d¦finin
Šns,µ¡Ôw>l› a²˜\†La£isfy &Áe "iNÜ¶em.ì®t ès tÝešåfore‚R ureµò lag©îw] wy™ em, anWç:tê prÖpo²stioÕþ ÈNØ¢Aure!yš alitix 
Çúo-Êi™ivnsv#FAý ´. Ãgr26 Hcr¤èhHn I prop¢se 4estÇ øhe õ½µ«
™aty ofÐPr9. [� aÊà:g¹ßÌysn tradÐtionL� á¯6·osR§hØ lsfunrÚalýecys§ŽoÌ£ØtsassumJtons,tar
Ss ûRicy î¢ ex¤št will d'.2nÔúnñt $cl^  % ñt@Ún/ùípF!”
rmjngHÊ–�rvice1– aÊ )nerta-±ÿán_, ÔisÿCL¿(Žr ÝtheC):[xà“’¤encÓ, or derora�êo – ¶�ic™ is„{om�thing easœl7 ˆep97aced by -itf#h 
uÞt—rÝ, Bnd te^hnology,fbŠÂ, `4her, itJâSl/âe-õi¶ #Kabl0ÜÂy Z©t Gssumçgµa ùhiÄosop˜?caq tance »forºin r¹s”²•IquM cha:aÞˆer is the 
ca�acita to remwU%¹aloof frùm ¥h{l!sodhÌcïl uÀP3ents}“Itis ¡n thi* È3nŒªxtò|h(mWrt share sii-a(FiesíJith loëis, m:khematács,3=, 
asúwellP~scie=f±.ÒBu! w8e°eÂs tht otCÌr edeS—§rs a8eÙu¤á“ìŒ,µ¡µt is not. AYt id4eO áisÐS for is
on
Úa…e† 
ãIn-hi• period of_o½n, after 
h lâs~hk fndr÷ligio”,‹aÕtFmay Îdssibly beío+ eMd”¨vor ha± fÒéfžllœ íhatïano´Fer aD¤ might€ÿve "alledÔ“mTn’s s$i«Æáa÷ ne˜Ú'Kr¶Or’ 
ayb•_Cr iay….f"putting 7… might beñtÃatGar dãals%analoÔouDyx“iðh³th
st¥te97onŠthPngs �beyoÚdÊph§scs¼ wher§ philosoÇkÒ hœdJt$ maÊ° ass¤rðion
. è×d}-HÑ’s strüng,L±is tIat eve…ãtµe pre(e:in— eënÆe)ce v3ov aµseÑtïmn/ V 4Á~nyt .e v;QNfi d by art�Y
Art’pjoily cladm3U
 for ar-¯:AWt iò thu«çf¼nª/iknŽof»artP 
æ      ”O-ESVU
NReprinÉÈd„97rom2StuTªo)4�t$‹µatdôn«‚Ô(OctŠ®er*»L969) 
ÓvMortonãWhDtµ,§@h~ Age of AøalysÌs ?New6:~r0: M„nÁor Boo‹„), p. 14 �#
zIbid`, ü. 15  A
3 Ižmean•Ð£ tšÊd E�isteä‡ialism,ë£Å¸PheÓo˜<âlogý. ;ven@MežHŒau-öÿ°ty,<wiBh?hëV³midd¦Ê-of-the-ršýÊ2po<átion -O�een 
empür‡xusD ØRd ratToæaðmû8} cün"Ht ÁxVrec™ž•iS pØilo§oph.¼thout the¬useòof ords (hr« usiÏ[KÕceàs); xd·fYllowìng F.is, hÏw 
ca«÷one discÛssU-xUeröenY¨ 4i“ out¶shf?p ßis®ni˜ioâsx–etèeeØõ´u%s–éves a¢d «he wþxtd? 4 N§rõhamesjJ¿an6, 
Physisßa~¼²hlosophy (A8ÐûArbor, Z_h[Ò Uqýv¤rs8t of MiDhigånSPíess), ˜g17  
5 IbiH;, @. 1+0 
6 IÙi{.,�0. 19(  
i ohe*task oQch phila€oËh‘Ðhaw tìkenÌuÏ¥¶it»8lfNis the anÄy_“functHon” ió‘øuàd p˜rP,ryvw©Éhou2 ma,ing phi’$s^pkiëŸ§ssö©ion= �
4Th0R is íeÑlt!i



 ?n eE followingÙsect^o2 ü
( I¶wuld �Rke‚µodÃakÙ ix cl§Ùr,ÏhowÐver, AhaTI iRtend>toÌsueak forÉÅ#Gone ÔlsÀñ÷I tºrivedÅaV›tpesü!…oclusi:ns%lon,Randnänóeà, 
itis ®-oü hés °¿nki® ,/t†4y÷aÿ %ixce 19d6üæf«nzt êeforeÝ ev"l5eè. &"}y remÝnt;y di
 IrgaûÆze OfÀrÑmæeÐing Terrw XøŒi£son ñat-hê ²nd Michþ+l B
ld"i§ sÎèoe sDmi±ar»gùhu = c<Âtainyœnot id£nt cal$ oinšon{ toD±ine  
1÷ W˜b_ì6tÅs NewBD=rB -icti|n
ry \- t¾Ç XmÅrica‰ Lang¾age  
1í •—esconcetuad le/XmÛoš :h• w€§kïoØ¬KÑnn×^huNolŠþüù Jtles(OitskÉ MoœrYs÷L®8i ,IÚon ì‚viˆ’ ¬nt%oPé³C›,î,–JoÉn 
HoyxÍd,âD±nóÀªfisewsenÄ ¦te×ê, is so dis6´llÖ `oø, t(aí aGæ th-t is tvûQe -s supplØed bÚ the c„ìt˜cs Ïr‘·oting itð T£iÊh›s seen’lëµ4r  ¡
– Mich XO$Fied¦s reaso'c Èor us ‹g îre(nbµ%gCµ)ra3is…®leàe0lectMhis#”¤Óërßu[+ dand mostçf ð±, o6he© -om l/st Vrìti4s) as a 
¦àchoàa±Û”Èªutxmore öf iY\šsÄd#ˆ t}õhi4 deT re£ IŸsuspecnå to bri&g his9sc1oäa9l U©x ie/ Òn?tÈÔPm‹dr§uwRred.ýO–«gcan…
eèsily §ympžtñize mi€hxßis0desire ”o
con
½ctu ;ayk Teîª‹o«i;h Ju¸ƒo F’i<sƒi. Åne6shou˜d êevxrŸf7r¨-t, h±wéUer, th›Yµa hWs1oÂiaÆ loves hiµªÃ¤y ³ore fh¶n anythiÐ ¯ eìeÂÅa=t  
¡3 L
y Lippard useC †h–s SÌ¦ation iê a‰«PJtoIte yx Ad RÎin…arst’s r9Ú3oˆpŽ¼Ï"veÖc—˜;<o•ueFHJanuay, '967
 p.åñ8  v
14 L![y ippa5„, 098onste—wÌtiáÉ'bÎ Hars) D�_light: Tçe WêiŸýø§Kn:ual,” &XdsoG Rvew,ýVOl. Æ  No¬¦) 4Sp|ng,§ê28) |.
n5|Arthu5 RñoØeRWƒÀour¥IÐtÂrÝeww¡” Arts MÀ aE|e&çe´áçary,×196<)  Û!16 ¨:mTerry A6âson
Ïointe2 LutOj“ hý ‡Ntrod²Ütion ™•{rt-”angèage (VÈl.•1, oc1),e$he CuÞŠs»Qnever qvÞst98onedÑim–alt had Úor±hoš°gLíalœchañactri!
ticž,¡buµ5 �i–“ ones iŸ p1iï¹i1�:wÍre Ñccep„;/kL æüñ17ÓWh0¾ P}¤eoneç“b]ú�È aS7avi}�¾eÄis'Çó ï�yi(g a *¦ght sho"Ÿïf¤) ‡f¨h×  as 
‰eácoulVŒàstgovtÆwaËhardùa€^s_r¥ €¯d xe/ tGe ¡oodsTƒoR consid»rXbŽë Sesp.ñHÆ isÒ’à Bb‚:ång” ån<t6ô=g.H{ iÔ…
Db`idþz˜nÑiFla);n’s “Ûtivit7 “g ‰n 98rtx§t  
Jã8ÀÔ 
« ëßer, Languageê „r/th,-azduLogi4 (Nw rk:ÑDo·Ÿr P·bli atÏons)C p. 78  
ßÞà›•ië.· é. í7  
2 I–id2¤ p. çE�äzÔ1 IbiŠ.¤
1.9®  
Àù ±¤�7, p; 94  
V2ž AÆiRe§nhlrWt×É ‹+¬?o¨pe§tiv… c¼ta²gueÛ(éew»shðÐseu²§
JaDuOšÀ, d967ó writÞen Òy Lucy†Ldppa‡dÍ p. 1kÝÏ
h2Ë ¨tUieŽpoet¦y’s usn4¾f com±]nNlang[:oe ã' ‰tt¨m'tÑºo’Ø¤y thó!uÞVayable ïhµ‘‘isŽproblÊmˆGic, not÷Ky ®åer“nt×problÃÏ€i¹¼husT of 
ã¦nTuÖge wi}rÄn the cÉnt¶9to¨¼artÜ<2è IÎoniŸawy, ÐaØy 
f ûh
Kícêl ™h¯mselves “¬“øceKtuÐ€ Pwwts.& Much=of th×|€w?rŠòisbve�FTIimÝìarût§PWdlµeó“de Maria5s Èoœk a�] é“isóis n
tñcoincid#ntj§;.de‰MariF’s w”rk]funct‡ons as 98Íkind of “objec>” äûetrCS and hV7in¬²g®i÷s9are ¾ùryýpoetic…
ÔÄ\*reaû¦ySºantshiè@wßrk to þ¶¼n‡ecÞÓn’snl*ve@  ï
26 Op  «ƒˆ., ž. j2  
ˆ 9  È   r

 AïT FTðd
º51LSO·HBÿd1òK9<ƒ Josßh ²=sut`  P0rtG1Ä 
S The Ôactzhat it Øa\ recentl˜ becomL¡µa7¦iúnab<e forž4·yFiÙis2s Èhemselve* fo beŒsymZD¼he�icÿ+Qwar’ÀrelÃgion¬§
. .©markÀ†thmˆ5hz™ó%š�[®’|own lkcÛ-9n|confideèceøx&cUhe valiVi.  f±òheir h-Äo³©eseê, w%ich cs aIreLc°ion on chi' parœ€òrô‚ÔhH 
antirÍ¯igóous dogmaEisÉ of Âðniteenthvcenuêy sôieniÙ—ó, a˜¤‰a—Íat ral ou1¾om« ož tÍ c
iÜ°ª t°roug§óhich pys#c!‰Ìas juÁt pÄAa,>. –A. J. Ay£r.‰. . .¾oFce one hasöunderut.od 8heÂTrctatu` à\eŒe $ill ýânoãt…mptatpcn i  
concerë Ænese>f anâÄ)¿í with •ilÄño/{,î‹hš„U isxne+ther empi!i³al?lýke sciÎncÒ n~r ¹a_tolMæical like mµ“hepÑtâc#; oH´wÆll, like W|
ttces§ein¨mH#¯1ô ÷UaÀTo p#loO¹Ìhƒ, whi{÷,ìastþv/ntià!aly undeþsto[d, is r[ed in¦onu1io.  
–J. OŒ ðrÞ%)n‹ 
Trªdit™oÈa~ ph�lo
“7hË, •lmos^ Ey defÖ(itÀønNZhas(Qo)cfrÀ-d Útse1f âith ^h] u¬sûlð.�The nea‘lÖ ‘^clusibe !ocu
oîðHhe sa(d ²T –w´ÜûTeaE-{enÃ*ûy4¾ÖalytiËÜl lÒnguist¬cBB‚iý³Íophers¼bØ tÏe sharSføûoRteïtion tT.tE:heUu0aid ±s u§sai4 ¤eÁaM²e 
it isSu¯-aµXbO¿. regelia¼É hilo&opnyš#<FeÂsen+e!ùnTthŒñ
ÝŸteeÊth9æew#&rò anîm�qt›have b‹enÍ¥ooÓ]Žng to a
Õe�ªu¤W‡th } w°s baÌBl
 Ö¹ttðn¼ .ver �umh, thÂ EÏlight³n°ent? and KCnE.1óøeÂl¶sphÀloÏophy¹wß‰ýalýo ca�ùblù Üf gVvûngµco\§r fo œdöf³èsÉ6ofkœelžgiiu^ 
elieÉ', spplbinGHa^ \ltc»°Œªä¤e to Newt¸ni.¶ àc§aéiÂs, and‹fiting in–B³ tjµ¡gºo:th of/hiwtoryÈ¤s a ViGciplšne,iDs½w±lþ©s ac^eÏtin 
DarwiniŸn bi98¨CÇy.2 óe a•pÖabe=óto giXe an‘ac¹vï°a¢še ‘esI˜ution tL t?ecoìþl:ctbÿñwee¤th‹ofD<yand scie§ce, asÄwell ™`øÀ#e r�Öu-
t¤of He¦eBHÓ i©flue9ie ³asbeen tQòt¥àUÉPü
t majorèt´ÎofQcÖîtmpra3« Ìh$ltop>ers [re ¨eal y�l¸�le ˜oreýthanêhžst”ria
s 'f pilos)’py,hLebYariaAs º�ûhe Tru65,K+o T sp>a§. µn“�bginx to et the¯impr•ôxô‘athaŒ8¢e-e N_sÞno?
ng ore to báØsa,(”AŽd ¢`rt\inly if one reilbzesçeò˜iöôlLc|¤ins f W½Ø–sÊin’s 7hink}ug,ÑaÔîx¬1ethinkiT* nntÙuÈFcedË•y%himáð¶¢ fôr 
hifE “C<;tinen˜•l”&pZio5opry neeu nÀö ée†-óusly •e co�iAerRdÜSere.ù I
 th@re a re—sonUf·r th& “"n¬ïal¡tyÁ ¯f /‚i�÷ophy in^our )C—q? ü†×aSs ñ·s cJn _e  ns¿÷red ‘êiµaok·ng;int÷ ‚îX Fi›fRr$nceubýt¼een ošr 
†i¼e9a~d oheîHe»*ur§es§¤ÞeäÉd”ng¢°sù{IÚ túe [a” mPÔ’  c)[cluÐio ÆÙíutSthe;woLd wkYe$bfseú on þh{÷vnTorß°ion Þe¶haXêÐbèu‘t 
 i†ŽÑô^ specifgca€ly

i:×�vï5XempŒecisNï  ÀOn gjn
raKly çdkTth� rtion…TiàäOØ Ofte[ iâ fact�  à[lgûenesãbe±we4¾ sÊienc@^nd ði�owp<y ^adw?o gÁe~t tôa� scie.ÄstÏ`and philYs@phŠr
¢wŸeú3nÇšünd t»eÃsaãe crs9‰.(In fat, fr¹m Ole6timƒ¥ oSK§¶ales, nËic×r†‹i Héraclitus, and A98istotDe to Des9ar˜e‰ and Leµ5�i.z,
$ßhe gr#a§g=aiYÚ in  hiT



soph’ weee oft[n gre&t¬$ameO $n -�ianc as well{#| Th'tðtÏe Ñl¸ ¬Âòpeõcei»ed byÁwenf£Ðth-etâr99ºÎc?nM©e§àsÔa vËtlëŒdifÄ
ýenthone å> phe oìm of ¯tj preÍ¹dingÒc£nt¤rB noÅc ôot berprovtd hZ¨e. »sât poãV‰EleN Tµe, tïat iÔ#¶•(ectma¦ •ðs learn-

dú\o ãuc"r nd hDs Â¿n‹elli™ence” iâ mu–h,œ«hat aeøÄènnÆ²ºbO³ievÐ7the ‰easvnæn‹ o4 tradºtinA ‹philo opõy?@ThaÞ 
perhaöï he›õ²oósUt‰oúmuüš a‹ou$d!ˆe½‰o}lÁ §�Òmßke0ãh¶e k›nds3oû ÔcuzionsK Af T½ JampÈFJYans•Ó=s�étaMZi¬u ‡ N 
Wpn¡p§§Ð‹sNp•y h�sÂav¤il8d i¢|clf ofthe Ô¿sœlt]zofNscÓnü¤, t hasAn—t Ëeenáb3NjotèwAng tôÂ ab’(ôct µahematcï 
des¼ÜipdConkµfhtha Úar×ern oZ events,butâybgrrowrn4 8he then cur nÍ piõto/ %l desîôiption,¡f t]<sÝpattern;E¹œus iÎ ha¹ n¡` apprL?
riated crtajn k_owledgŸ 
ut +on[ectures 
T9¼ìeco¦ject_res weºT oftõå Lo`Ü enoÓÍh¹3·ÇªY/ ma -Kizeü wordwru‹'Áot, as weanÏw knowÌ¥Tor;thse ˆátÄ§ò`P‘r¢c99s®kscof 
øazZre which co
/ro t¡¢ $‹£peniºÜs 
¶ hDƒmÎn-sÄzedwC@ELd,7 nd®brúcÁus šea»äC[ tŸ the tráeZna/ureµN ¦e <i˜y�5$ ¥& c=ntiues� ONe c�ns~q™en¡e ofÌ="K is 
thåÎÊ¶h[ saûdar~¹pKilosophic°j disc?ss¸on¥|oýÎm¸Ùy¾„robÝems,LsucˆùsÏhosc oí Ûau/aliÑì ayX free äiÅlJþroNïmater
alisLrr mÄntalis, €e ‚asÕd o…‚aOintêr|reîatFon �` ¥s… |AtÿŽrn o\eventsâh6c½ is¼¤o lónge`t¥n<bl·¨ ^hz scÞ=ç¤ificF©ðsi/ 
öffaheÖ¼ÁoldQÚÓ7Ùsc—s7i$ïeå´srbHeØ
¼UghXd
a|ay, ad wó=htðe6rØdšÇÓÂ(earÌñÉe hJve …one®a,¯—Lh¡ õrgÇ„ents .«. 6 =We |%eætie’h c²„t
r¡ b*9Ç�t in ½ t2UB«tPTt couí-µQef€alled èthe eTdôyfópŽCl[sWphy`axd Þhe bÇg+l´7n� ¦Ý Gv¢£
# I±ao]öo ØÌan˜õhañ� ÒÙ course,ä%tictlycspea"j„, bu3 ´at¸er añ®tåà ¡ße\>Ýnc~”Æxf theÉs×tatin.N{¢hÜa7¿y l«„gÄistˆc [hiþosoph csn 
SG `"n_idef7Ï the hÌij ÞoÖempi‚99£im, 
ut üÜ’à.a pi}—sophy “n on" ëeVr.7ƒAnd t:/re ðs ercaDnlrÑa& “arjnhând5tion êÙ ‡rt pReltdi¶g¤DUch ¨p,9but ¡s otžerHfun˜õáonóo 
£re{stns-o-be a=4ˆso:p]onzunce{mtýatŒt¡%abioitÒ äo <¸B§tioL cÄû„r–yo-s Fct UÁ¤i\s t  ŽÐg c+ndi¶®‘n^soödraóticalíÛ Úqaw A�2s 
onW9ámi0¤all® a×t…8 þnfn  mecƒaõasíic -+…s§ is th> a connection beÑêe[nàpbqfobophy s “‰ôd©ng”±aäd aÑÏPòõ§óåŠ7¥n¨ÐgH” but w 
dontî‹nwÓt·iŸ¾#ccŸrenhá ektirÑlyÇc-.ncid.nWülƒþThough tñ3úsÌmeÓeï‰oas 99ay be reêponsÛbûò orýbot= occuyeeuces, 
th>ôÙØnneZ±io” isym‰de¤by mî. éÃbrþngt§‚ al upòto ana¢µze artusÒ‹unctÜ“n aÔd suØsequenty9itsµvi§biLi ¶ÿ An¯ I 
doÆso\)oEenable¨ters o uŽ e�sQ´nl-t<e¼ryasÄ£inÔ¹of¨Žø–99and,fby ÂxtIhion,CoBeÄ a²tists’ € arÑD ] oell¢@o pr\vid� 7 plƒ]er 
unŠers”and³NgZof he  eröß
øn]e_]uÏl aktë£–±
7
Gp\fjNýT?ON ™F A«T 
ƒ_\›ðÈ main!q11äu¸cat¤onF\to tˆe X¡Àer posÏ ñmn ofâp‹iÓtimg isA¯€• a©vDn‹Øs in Žrt arI cerÉ2ÎnÊy(ëo* alìañsÎµdrÐal nes.õ–
Do•[ll„@ùdd 1Ÿ6) 1‰
Half:7 £Kre“‘fŸt6e!best nõÜwmrk in th� lás.£feä yeaAs[hYîòb¯en—ne@U|”r ²ai+§inŒÿno� sQñl-tureKW–Diald Judd (19D5)  
Everô:hïng ÷cuVptþr£Táýs, m:¢woçk doesný=
 
%Dona¹d¾Judd2¨19ˆ·  
,¤¸
ideabecomÕs a mÆci¹e tèÈt ãkes the a~l1 –SGlw"�Witt‰(1965)ÂThe one·tin. tV sdy about#A^tüis that ¾t is †neU£hi1gÉ Art is at-
as‡Krt1and evGÅyzig elÍù is ïíeythingŒÛöse.kAr®Lasß³rtŽisÓn;hing $³t#artË2
?A-t¨is¿notÂwh t Ôs no a¸=.ô–A: Æ¶in¨ardtû(396d) Ü
Ž˜? weani‡Ä üs Ïhe s
†<Wit<gens¬ein  šäámo)e func7‡on¼lxapp§7ach �oDthe ‘tudy of côTdepts has =enQeÜ toXrep+a™e Üehmt‰od fiRtrjspeVt¨4£. InsteaŠ 
of aÒtemptingxtO gra0Á 4r desriÚ concep�qÐbarD, sØÊto spea
é the lsºcuo�ÎBis£Åinv¶!ç©ga$bs tdU£wi6 in 
6ich Å‡øË©fuÛŽioW asÚin4rud
Ú»tsÞinÒ_elieÇ§ a(d {n©Þ“ù\™Ñt¹  ¿99–ÏrÏin™ M¶ Cwp1  
Me;œ*)pXDa‚wÃ³s a W¨e„plos�EiT‹3à… functloP�‰^‚–Œ†ûSeËeqÉted#  
, s� tle ÑubÎ¬–t mata ‚f CIqcepü[Þleinv[s $gaFiÆnÀ is E—ïŠmea‚i“gZ« ùer‡›n §o‰éI d exp§UÛsionsU– a´ ÂŸ} tŸ thI.gs an"s®tPLofºYùfa�r 
thñm}ælvesIabouý whichí¢e talk,whea using
†hsY w:ëþµ ï9d'e–7r(s o]! HK
GG.lõ VynÚX-gN F
ThiÙkiòg¥ia ra%úc/ily metap2:riÇmKLG:kag™ byèanaÎogM is iÙ2 onµtit enÖ L99w or Ž.in�ip¯e, its c„usFl QexÝsÉ�si³¤Ì mearÙnúÉÈy
ari
eZ thrªÉg5 �e—au³al c¾texts qy whâch ¯fŽ~g!smœ>IÛ=+r Átkõs Ihe plaÔe of an�in%Ya‰cM of|aûsP>t. T¾¹uÉvnkDf 
ñthinB isÎ²ÂÔaëåŸt !@  á a T©rt (;s k üuch anGÝVuch)82n"„thae Öasd binds Kn (o¨en " ‚` mndi7guiZeó hhe an(lÖgÝ, 
ühc4öaraCêØl,Ät\eómetap.çÌ c ‹¨pple‹or grÌuny or grasî oK *r.w²9y wIih l–þv Hhe miŒn ™aPƒò -Gld. It@t´ke—)no Óold iì túreÕij Æorhing 
f»µit ˆoFh
u from“ f¶!~³+” thOnuingtis lheÊhaul, ?he atØaction of l„ke¼  
]:I. ¦. =ic}Ÿrdsê 
ÂIË t»is ™”ätðon (…w™llØds[99ss the teµaaat¢99netwe(Öe�t¼ÐuÍ– a·d krïN€~onsideä‡²r1efly fn4õali¼t 5rt ,e¾aRáp „î�ií Ç &eOdiGg wrp|
ÿe"tPofûÄhe idea of aeñthÁtics as art÷| and asÿÙÕFïtÈa+ at 6 ½…aÜog-usA õ øn?#nlytic proíoôiti©$
 an. ü%aÎ itæis ar”’s`ex÷àtence DÉ = tauÒf~o¬k ghat¥¦nkbTs �rt tš Ñman�4loof” Sro p¿lþvopqiÅal ÜrŒ&Úmp*in,99{
@ _Ó ØI—It is necsRary ¬ošžpšrate‘ašs7hàt)csìMrym 99rt ec®ue²%?s”heics Áeaµ' /ß2 Gpên onu dn†íO§cept‰on of Oe wx£Qd 
inÿeneral0 Cn‡the Kast n> op 3,Àõ½)o+×BŒÑgs‹of—ârt’h functiVa w›w}üt: ?aluÁ as 
e]DraÂi“n. Âu any‚ra“RQof !h¹¤o—qphÃ tha dealtwxthý“bea“tô” and thus
tast¤, w�s°iPeviTËbly ûuúyb,u>4 þ+ Bis7usÖ arU0a$~wel
  |
Out—7f thjs “hæbï”[grù the no,ionDta }t<ereâwasPa concîpíÏhlZBon99ectibn beÌw3¼n &riÔaã §?sthÎtÌcs, whic0–is ¥o
tru‡Ò0Ö#i, i´ea nä†år g?Á¦icalºy°coödicteC¼w!h ørtsticAc(nÀideratio‘s :ef§re*Â*e^tvtÉmE, ooÀ ánl€fe&¨use ”hµmor.Œol�gical 
ØhaÔuøÎerisjà…s pfÅ‹ÉÌ peretužtd¾€�he c�n[6nuitô Óë thië errÎr, butýaªwö>l,û,cäse]t:e¯a£pa¥Úxt otyerb“f[ncti±ns”Ëo_ artþ(2epic+iñ¬ 
ofÂrelSVio6sÔthrfes, eorthaiîÚ»e oW¸a `scoþ·atÃ, detæiœiÃŽ oœ arÚhtectur¶á et@.) Œs¼›�art #o¯c7v-r ŽpøÖ¦t  Ó3Bhen oNje<t Vrï 
’r¤ÿentÚ�øvßthin 1h²cntGxðYo3ù%t (ÍDdÓ´ntµKËÜn¿entŽ objVct4 alê8 have’àeÄu se:) ‰hey a¶e§›½ eÛiK99b”  #Hr a8
tÎtcc”nlideŽýtiônc& ace a£y÷ébje,0ˆ n thÆžw™(ld, an¶Ïanùa¸sþØ‘ti¼ cWìs



d.raˆÁ'n ™¬ a˜ oÔje˜teaiøtiï) on 1h¢ realã of�a•µ ôans thõ·ûÞ$öµob¤ect’Ÿ T!5’3e¤y” :[ funZtî8iÃd in¤a· rt ÐonteàÙ îs iÇ¼zÜµvant >o 
the]e"st&z™ic‡�udYme@t2 
�The rel«Í‹²n¶of£a£s¤heti‰s tí=art ~s not unl¤ke �hatho- .et
eÊÉcs·o »rcÃ]tecture©þnüÏ¢atnachite urn has a v=©y[sÙeåfcïL[ncion!Dnd hßw7“good”<ts dõsign is i; prim|ril{ ƒÕaDd tn&hoI 
wellitpp-rf"rbl åtsdfun
tB€n. Th’-; judgme©t’ %nfwhat¸it —ook Eike ô[rresÖond t” tfDeµÂanôòºk ÔMn ¾eeÇt”atÜ
hOorghoý«5istÏvy™di66e{ent )amôlLs ofºarc3itec’ore aÍH2ÿraœ\ed aÈ diffe2e¶b‹ÞiLes d3en
ön· on tx¹ aeÅýàetics çfãaûtYculîr �Kochsœ }æsthetiS ,hQykin¼Óha·å·‘*nvone s) fFÉ aW to �ake³½L×»…[äs ˜f 
§hivecture not|reïWt´dRto “Ûr±” Žt‰all, workÉMf QJ Œ (e¼sel�esÚ(¡„g.& th  hyrÝmidÆof EgGp1— É
AaÝthei�ùî·Ús<deKa ignH Òke Ändeed�aýUays xt anHoub to #nÿoSj ct’s funØhii² or �u¬CÏoO-toi3e”UleÜof›cVuGse,«tha™ }bjæ?
t’s r�Xson-to-beLi-„>trict(y –e>thú<ˆc. ’ðEeamplN oÞ Ü pôr{ly a²}th6tic#o�jqcœbi s dûcorat±vì [b4eCt, ¯„r E³Ÿratiû)zÛ pÙùmžrH 
funcŒion7ÿZ“to ýdd somet'ing q‰, sÞ as tçií�ke mo”e apllactihe; ˆdož;éo“nmenÌ,”1ã a¼d this rÆÎltes dørectl}÷tIta`tö  
AndôtFiÚ $e@Ss ßs øˆect§y tV “formÒ|ist”gLr™ and criŸiË•¤m¸11 ForÎalis�ôrä á-ai>ting„an  ¶ Ê(‰¦Þe) isthe v@ngua”À oÎ

dxoration, anï, sòrictïy s�²7iâg, oneÉcoÄldÕle”²on´b„nA~ssevgt~at its aWt condition ¾s¸_Ö minim* D™Lýxfor all•fu÷ct—
œnal>pRîp1seEiË ™s not Jqt a allÜªbuÍ pže 3èe¹cisesWiÒ ¦›sthetec›/ rbove alç^thÞgs ClŒmen† Grµ†nbrg ˆþ the100›itic �f ‰as‘e. 
Behi«¥ÀÖvery cÅe oè ði• dnczwins is n aeÄtÝntiÁ¶ÓudgmežoM'wit† tÏoseNjudgmÒn˜sÚrefÿeftnngPhis3tas100e Ì
éNndÅwhÔtøwµes h•ßŠtas/Æ²òe½lecìe¬Th,«"erio<U¸ekgre¤�u© inba a c)Øtic¿ tme$pDýioû ¥§eal,;fr hâŠÞ the iftôeà.ëÀ k¥w el×e Êan 
èêeaúco…nt¤V½r, Yi¿en »isÒth™o>}äÆ �ôif ¡hey dv~ a~y l“šic 1o th~m‰a Wll 4±éis�disi8te¤es÷ in Frénk S*e la, ÍdßRein¥a7dt,þed 
ÈthÕrs7ay;l$c„EReåto ‘]s ðis©ü’icÊ¶s¤Àeme? Isv÷t ºs°gÃe is “. . . baxcalll F‡]mYaòhetcdoç øerso$aûl.ne#äörôenti÷l ñEEuÄds”?35Or¢ 
igÝo4herLwSrd, ¨the+r wo{I§d?esn’Õ¦it hi tas•
?” Ëut ¸n the¯p(léë‘ph3c t„bula r×äao art, i˜ sLmeoneŒTalùs �"_art,” aê þonêWd÷]as caÞd½ “Êts aU»”ri\ve\ 
gñ™™`½åoÃ<alistDpaiLtinµZand_sc›lCture àaŒ be g<0nted �& *çSçGü%aityon, but .4ö¤ bö vú�tÎe Ô×dt-e¾¼Špre tntario–Äin¬t§rmü 
of�™h�ir µrt "dea (e«”U, aDreZtanguöŸˆas¿apÔå c n–ûsãsIr´che�ÃoœerîoodeêRsÖòpirns 6n�Kswained w÷th Pch a}lEsdÓh 
cÂlñr:Í§usU-gTWhch andùsuchø#orm100, giv˜ná˜sUcH!ndìsuðs avWsu}€ exÛerie™e> ¢tc.yô ”f �ni lfo¦[:tÛoÇtmpor!r 
rt in this  ug( Wnô ¥ŒaZ¾"esGah“ mi¬im�l=ºr„ˆtiµe efOtrt3töTen‡1n th�üpart4o³è� QPaôist grñiss spJciÌica½l6º and Mll pa�ne@s‰als 
XPò1ptormŠw¶‰k—n1 as`suYÆ ÍU†—y)Ôgen‰rally* 
100‘i] bCiQ”sÖus to¾¾heMea†â•atmžµ Óhatìf�raJËêt×a¿t ónd c;itiT¤gm(pccep)s a
†, ded˜+tizn f m-d one tha  exists&sÌlRly .n mBrphol™gica; gœEns.ßz¯
lÂ ŠÌvasŸ âuanV3àŽ of simladgÑwking¾o
je¯ts crXimÒ�es (¸r visHally rÌl[Lem objec±s -r<Žm4Püsµ may ÍeeÙ¨to 0�Çe…atedÂo› »XnnGLted) becauûñ³’d �;siìilait³'o6 
visu«~±þxèerõeŒti?lŒeadi˜Ï’Û”¤Bne¿cÆÒnoq cqaW< fìom t,iË úS&a°tØstic o( éon3§p±ual re�t!oHsh7p×ì§   †„³�'Th7 Xuncôi×n oñQkrt,  
äs a nuestîo0,Twax eö�st …aM;100d >yçóaØc$Úü8c;aèp§ Rnfacê iÓ·is M7r$el guchamp wÆo* ®eÖan cr9ditM_tt`gä‚µn'‚ó¦¯…i-s 
o�Ñ`identyty.O(One c|n ¤rt«Hnly T~e a ,ndÉnc towa$ô“thiseaµû2i#eQtific„tionoqaŠ¶t eé~ánZngóÔitY Ma€µt and C{zan‹åÁt:ou100h fo 
Cði”m,jÒ ·;¹Öthvir üo@ks arS ˜i/�d and am�iguos ‘yÃcom)ari|ì« with D¥Ã‘Gê’s.) “Mpder–L�aFt aÏdÂe work be÷ore ^Ò$�|5 ó2nöctedvcy 
vurtue o� t`€irâàor
holog¹ð Anothe¬ wa\Êÿf[ÍÌtting¥itw”uld be t at �ršÁs“�anguügË” remaine¤çthAûs°me, ?ut i‘ was s(yi>g new hings. She e0I’SÈthÈt ma|
è˜c€nceivabtÒ de iÉt9uzation [Mat<wt wa` Ÿvs´ibl¨{œoö¯soeak ÊnZtheråánguagR”
¸nd ¶tiêàëmMeåaense in ažr waW¼Ma~cel(Ducßmp’i fyrs<ìunZsÃIst:| Ù:adimale O!
I~th©
he una sistedR\GdÚ
¶cdek ürtÝ&h4ge„ ?t! focunÀ1romAtheQform ofthÊlaòüu½ge2t$ whtï:as beun( ¿ðBd.7?hÖc meaÑsÀthat iyÁØhanÁ“d  h˜¤nPtUreÿof at fº
—m_2³¡uµsaio~ oy-ôoºph™log£ o a qÙention oh �uàcæ€nû T�i' chaMgá I oSe¥zroÑu“g¿0
*r�n¥e¦ €o “
ogc"|tion” – w‡s ¢h5 b9ïn@iÁg of “õÝÕrn” ™¨ €nd Œhe 100íìn
øng jf ÈonceptRÉl¥arÚ8 A~…‚a&Æ {aš/eiÚ
cha©‹éisç±oncšpÆJal žinÌatuÿªÜ ec
,eMaIº`’Æly`Å.ˆstsconepäu‡üly ‡ÇãEhe ×vèWue”\¹fpôr¨¥Xa§ïant[tP afÛer DgchDmp³an ‹â2weihed !coùúng hë how m8ch 
tÒe>µmueKT#oþed¦hz n
tôreˆ#  art@’whEch ƒs an‚t¸r uay of s‰y\©—Ý“w4WÚ th: a¤ˆeû t¶ theØcB‚100Ðp<iÉÇ äfŸartŒ o® whav 
asn…t tsre beforº tËey starí dp ¨rtist¤€questhon tÇþvn*tFre ofèar�¤Ñ pr‡sŸnµinw Çe5 pr™posltions a¸ t< •rt¼sfnz§ure.1A%X to 
do$thisƒon{ücannot concrrn oões(lÄ wi¤h tpeYhandåÜ-d(Dn Ílanƒuake”of 3r�ditiî‰a±7ar½, s;rh+>‹at"Itx is ™aseddoMßthe 
WssumÏëeonÑWh‰t¥þÐ+¥e ¤® onFy one wÅ-ùo}¤œramÃJg 6tÛ2r6Fžsit¾
Fs. BÛt the·vDry stuff » artói² indRedbg¡ea)l\ òËa>ed2toïŸcrea_¬Fg” nÄw pLo‚osiš:nW  
T� c@8e —Â oDNenÁUÎÒj – 
=¶ticRlÄmGyœ¸A refµ7�nceÞtÐ DuÏ›amp 0w^hat obje|ÖÖ}of artIosuch sQt†e H'aÅy-maV5s,Eyf �ovCne, Œ�¤ Sll a' is `mp€Ë„D in 
thi‡JF9re jÞdge
a. objed³Ñjlrtªßnëlœ€er&ye<rÌ‘a{dmth&Ôaètists’ in¼eotios becom� 
Å(emÂv™qt.+lZch
|nÿartm{n�uisÕÇe cÐ’e #f‘ãApr¯%onãe1ved not^Óò¢r:eru}† £oge×heÚ n4i §àse½sa¹ilñrelaöed aQtsÖ ThÂ
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acçQod¦ ašteën“hie >ctÖvi0yW hasƒtškenplace. Thªj ÍsÄ dy the¹fatt ýhaòý-e isìwifh several ×aL§eriÿüT «utÀã+8Ô phMhÚcal r¨jdueŽo8 
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²ÎrÕpÛsitio¶, orûa �stem Øf àešm÷tr«cal prfp1ðiJi¡ãs,ú5fa…sK, Šs™to çaÖthat it$i
 se^f'ûontraW+ctørƒvC>uG an eL\isi/ažÄpto{oS§¶$oÀõo)bö£xžst©‰ v~piricaÆæŽŒo%÷sitiUns,pCay be fr
e fromûÌontradi¶tion anºsk¯ll{bS Ölseö I· is²s�i–`Ro be Áã5;eº no…&Å“c¶uÑeôÈt i& ;oLmallÖ deùeó@×ve,à†t Òeca¦seC[] ñai‘sØ“Ù 
×ÔtiÎ’yDsome)mžt+©i° crit\iínã21åT×e¢N"reanit=µo�.»rUaªóstic” art :s d®z (o its �AaminfasÄ,–Ñr
plopo�tÖœnUÖncsynthˆèvÇ-ˆ÷rEf:åoneZi4 alçays t}mvªe} toòverWf¿þÅ¼he píÐpo6"?ion+eepwrÏa§ly.hRealX<m|s³s±nt¨RtjÁØstate 
does&nî‰ br–ng oÇe¤to a ôú'cuxar='iBg b±Ëkzi©$oä üTlo8Œe w\th tllCrS›r fraˆ¹w¦r( of q¤et ons aöoÎ ÃheEnYt re ¿äart (# ƒ;F <heqqor˜jo 
PaPeKch, Mond-iaO ™ol8oTR, R«inhardt, ÖaõþyÞRauach“tÊNr, J§4ns†"Lichxe%tÇin, WaAú>ln—0qd�e,AJu:‹n ËýÉ“iÑe DWæt , Mir÷iÎ, 
aêd ot°ers), but ratjery oíe is"flgåg outÞof arÏd%'ÝorbÚ”GintÐ tÍË“©`&iûite sØaÜe” ofZ[h¨4wmìn on¦éto�  ˜
     H  ØhatXne £inds a±l t¼rogh}ut the&wriTi Hs of AdiÓúi†G¿rdt 
s thisÙvery sqmiê<rNÄmes¼s%é 
rtÛasƒartR”Înd-âÉaÑ¾Áart6i´ ölwa´. de�d, ÈndðÀ ‡Qving’¹Òt is a deceptiªn2ï RwBnhardt¹haZ avÂryEcl
aæ ideaei—out Phš n°[ureŸof—wrtõ…andæhiC
impoÉance é£
B fomqrwcog³z5d|ß
BecaseÒzors A9art^tgat êav2’qc`siÀre®r…#tÐti’ r3ßèi:iœn¿ arè !er(fiablO b´ the worÌXº5S-¸ Ûis tosåay, ko unde´sand th„se-
p‚oYositiµns½8£eQmust leave ¿nutautoæogiíal-ik¸Òfrt}Hwkrk oÊÆrt®anbêconÜider “ðo0tsidï/ inf=’mation.¤Bu»-ÚÉcoÑsidþt i× a¥ aÖt 
qg  — nceäsa£y to"ianor²mÕài¿ same �utsie {0fo¸maKmI§beca<se o;tsie inf‡rmati�ï Â:x‘„rTÀn³å´qwq¨@Â§r®e:î‡oÅ*oŸe h@s'g}s Âwn 
iøtniosÐc wñrYhë 2nyöto omprÄjønd åh\s w¤5thb!e doe ¨o¯ nee áa stÜ�eâof “art†cni™tôo»:N Fr‘ 9hisóiøÁÅ%UsÐ¡Îì ÿ2_li' 
hat at . viabô¤_tÄ ÞÃ �åtc„nneoÓ�=²To
the preseGtaVo� ofÜvisalµoor o^“eœ• kiŠdj of PxRerieJce. TŽat V anzma I3€vz bAeÇÅone J
ìaud‹„äec€Àne³uT nu-ƒÁionaÕin `he p°eced E/q7ent€âÎ}z is /ot ên[ikelyÍ Afž>� îll,m•ß,ineven¨the^®neve‰nºh Ä^ntur’ êiŒed’“n a éãiäly 
tanþL3’¯z;÷ ºsu0en¦i™onm¥tz T‰ˆt©is, \ü ws ízdinaàily rÊÚiÙt”bl
ó��@tú ‹hæt hewou¸d bþ àoming 2nBo†éoè„a ¹ €äth  aàåaf“er5ú™&. Hi@ visÅ¼- eËviroÝment in t-I pmrÉ ofëŠhe14orldÊinZ–hich hÁ 
Œive102 ²ñsèfúi@ly±Àons¥st=nt. I6 ouž tim[ weöhave  nÌÏVpl³ùentiaÍlh rasticÿJlj rîA¤Vrôez´ronmýn˜¥ One ca102bfl³ ×l` oÌõ ShU˜eaüh 
dnµ &ptter of âœuusa$d102day t n"t mon;7s. W ÞavgÞ>h² cinÊÊaÆ µnd ¹=Oor t.evUsöÑn_.as×wEÎ asuthe ¡DnÁmde spctacpeÀÿfthe 
l0ht$²o9 Las VeúaÉ '2 the À1ysßraßeÔÝ?~ Nµw±YoÛk Ci°‘TTLeÔh„|e”w-rwd i =tµ…[Wf[o ¤e102ÔÀ{L aÆd ðhÓzwhðl"´world caE watc– 
ý�- w}lk on “ûe +8on†Xrom”Hheir ÄÝŽi#g ro‡ms.Ñ’e¸taä¤yµÿ t,or objeôt (ofpai çi1g6and«s¼DlptureŽca>not÷beÐeGpecedtð¢c^mpete 
eH×eien`ialü] w¸ttÈi+&Ü–ÓeûnVŠôí+ ífõ“(]Û”øis r�lÄ]ant toÂ.tÎan2 its “angua~e.” á�ßõ Äly}e¡e
boxÕorÏcu1e
f¾r
 aa¦ be‹n@ðedOa!greatÒdeal wWt0in XxÏ1con"»Œtêo< aáP./QTake Xér ¯nstancþ it(ÄÊse—bs°Judd, ¨·rrHy LeWi¯U,ïðnaden, 
O-hhþgBeŽ¦,aµdMCrack§n¬Ì’n^ÜceWenLmvO”iüinVt÷‚öquantHty  f b¯eþ DaY cu}es hQt4cÑ’e ½Šte°Y) ThÖ 
Ý)föeÀ$nÖmàtweµK F‡˜ tä¥ vaÔ�o! ÁseáÕ3ƒ—th„häœ‡ or¬cuÈÖ®—q�m i1 †irbctö˜ár_lÿted toØ¦heÇ102Zf"ere)ces ;n th– ×n‹entiolsñof 



th‡ aÏÊiBts.'Fòr,jeÝ aC™i¾pøitiJâlaklë“see� ¥n Judd’s wor�ªthe Úwe ofzthe bÓx or cube—fÙrmWill1^tÑates võrÍ,el·ÄSÎñ%eDCliõF 
la£@.t¤at ]n o·e¬t Ý onxŽ årtÏwhe´ pla?ed in Le c)ntext°ofQaAt  
A 7;wyexvmple‰ Ki¤l p)int »ÞiE &u3.hOe Óould Ny-t«\ iú Wne†o¥á?u)d s bx ÿors was N]en fiKl“dith"deûCÄs¤ scen fllcedA¿¨ 
a‡inÔuMt
ialsTttnZ,or {en m

elë1þeen s³ttin
on a w¬|ÊÕRŽ
ornºra it wfuj� notøye"id-©êúsi dšwithLSt. I" vþllÒwsóthnïtñ|t ÉnÇe=stnŒÊng¯an� cÖnsVñ‹ra~iÊ ï° Õt3s ÕE artwo˜Z ; anecessË7y 
WpWiçr to vieÒing ýt %nÏodeQùtoh“se4mz as’ì woËk ef
- t. Aµvan_el±n[or<ation Ìboutmthe¨cèncept oÅÛa‘t Vnd vÔout a� artist’Á co:epts¯i 4necesaeyLˆ the *pprö
aZyonFÞ{d Ûnde‡s:Ènd÷n oè$conºemroYary a´t. Ány'a‘dPall ff¾'h‚ p“ysicaCÅòtt|FÞute¢ (qo1>Ktˆe¾â �E coŸtem¤§rar` åopÔs, if.c 
Nsiderå´ separat[Ìra@d/o™ ��ec/€i_a¦5R,Ã¸r irreýšälnt to
te †rL c9ncep£¨ h6�aWtJconÛ×ptJ4%s‚JddXs„il, zhoug1 ¥v diªn’t ßÊan7it ths %ay) must né%consi?9r›�it its whˆlz´ 
T¢ cÓsider0Ø†w& cept9s•pIrts ,I(invariubÓW»tW oIW-ÓJr a¢icR
 t7atrÙÑ9 irñlpvanf tgUtsµarý ÎoÛdi i ½ – IrälEe rBafinÞÄp
rts o
 Î defÔni�ion 
ðIt £omes€as ¡ofÜ?"¢èie th| the Ür¡�Ûi#hµthÝ lFasï`4ited `ZÆphoª�òy Ôs t ú–m:lßRÊrom hich we dec¾phíÞthe 
na�ur�ofAtö$tÛe(eral·ŸÆ0#“a
0XŒzF#r ¿ê»Ÿ_ thÀrˆ !s a càøtÔttÌexi¡ináª»epÐ)aÊe- Ùo its moœpµoloþ( ZndücMn6¬²tïng of išs f*nctDononŠµisŽmBre ¦Žk³yÝÊt fÏQd 
ResþltL§…s cmZfÒ¿mYg+an‹ –Þedi,tÄbÄê.§t=iDíÆ¸ mod\En103art’s pÁsseÆsi®n of k “ÖVjuage” zœt°Œt³eshort†st ! stor ôhat „he 
plausi-ilitk of ÜceÖab›ndonment of Åþ Hanguage” bÁco es mUstNÂ;s¡ibèe. It ¢Å ïÓdeqt©nµableËthen thtt 
h arµ‚tMaªcam6´out oÕ We'trnàpê)ntin'ØanP†‘cuptur½ isªtGà°rost enï>8etic, ¾ueät¤oning(oú its nature), and *evl4as  assumÈng 
oBall tFe ºeWÙrLl€1{rt”�cocerÜsïíAn_th9 âiUaw înalÂsis, hÁ§/ver,%±l: of t¼e a¤ts�Ive#buêýFÄ4iŸØgß£s.„iw’  Êerîs)  0¢m¬!N” 
òeöembºaz/eF 
Oe ’`-¤ vÁrNogòLquaòi;iesÞ�Ìlata–l to aÍ àart ÐoÈd¿jioYºpo7sesæ<d b¥ p}evyu the novelÝ theØCBnžÂ~ÎX´?tSã
tre, and ÐÏƒi.usâ÷ÈZñ of þusiï, et.Bi‰ ä[ítTaspuítÝgÛLthex "¨}t ‚DliÛbl�’to  Þe fuñžÊ]8noofÛart¤½s¶ç(serted éere  
5�s npt thedeclibe oiÐzoštSyÝ‚elþtaAle H› the‚m(jed�metahrNi•|#fo� p)etry’� use of “c·mT›5” la£fuane8ah an£arN äÔnéÆag?24 In³Lew 
York ”he lS=• ^ecaëenå stages oe petry caq be se]n ‚n th˜<”oçe by{“Conc³fLs”�poebÏ recent¿ytoíaŽd™Lhe Àse Ðf—±czÓãl objemtO -nd 
theatŽe2ˆ103Can it|°e that,theM feelßth‘  çreality of th¦GN t f¦r,\   í  ÇCòe se‡ nÛÌ t3atth/$a_ioms ofa gHív‡try v[F1imp7y 
éfinit�ons,â)n\Ëthat the·Êhõorèms -f8aùgeomet»y ar%6simplå the log8calcnseÁ
nceXv\ thesS nef¿n*t¤on@ò A eo{ã_-
 iÓÆH~t fn itÛelf ÿboýtQp103ysi:algsA¶<e;QiQ ´ts lfž¢tœcan#ot be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anyth]ng. Butcwe cG° use a weo/etry ä• 
rsšPiÑ·aÅouž pÓIÃiQal s®aceÔ Th‘tP»s fo²say, oOce we avÜº-ÎSn áhe xio$sõLÇp©ysi|ºlEiºterpret
tionP we canþroóeed 103 aøplç tp( tÛ¥or]ms
î÷øtÈÎ ˆbj#c¢s$Mh“h \ati2f� Â
e �xiêis. ÐhutÔer ³ geomeUyu‰n›¡ŸÇçp1¥ed to,the c¼ua� pœysic¾lÚÀo¹ld ”€ Yot" is n°›xpÙ…Òéal¶quòsÍi\{whi³h falls outsd' ¬L ¤coØe 
ofAgeûmº‘r: itselfz Áh6pg Â¨ ‚‰ sens‚, theñŸfôrev iÔ ˜k)nþº�*�chEof©theövariout geoî|triesØ�nûF to us •reFfals— aPd whi¤h2are trà. 
S¤}žüa- a² they[rhæa*l{«reH frÔm Ë#n¸r~dictið4ü’the½×arðall  rue.à=h/ p‹òp¢
"
ƒn whVch t©tes th†M¾a×cÅrt¬in a!p[icÔte(ÖHo¦ a gemJb�yªà posi#[ehi¹Ïn.t itgelaòa ÂnŠpçýitv6}of th¦tTgÓ3Æeëry. All *hat thñ g
mtryƒiisefºth ls us is thatþi¯°aîyzhi
äÍcan  ürnuÈ"t '¢derÊt
e d¦finiã
Šns,µ¡Ôw>l› a²˜\†La£isfy &Áe çiNÜ¶em.ì®t ès tÝešåfüre‚R ureµò lag©îw] w½™ em, anWç:tê prÖpo²stioÕþ ÈNØ¢Aure!yš alitâ 
Çúo-Êi™ivnsv#FAý ´. Ãgr26 HcrÁèhHn I prop¢se 4estÇ ’he õ½µ«
™aty ofÐPr. [� aÊà:g¹ßÌysn tradÐtionL� á¯6·osR§hØ lsfunr×alýecys§ŽoÌ£ØtsassumJtons,tar
Ss ÑRicy î¢ ex¤št will d'.2nÔúnñt $cl^  % ñt@Ún/ùípF!”
rmjngmÊ–�rvice1– aÊ )nerta-±ÿán_, ÔisÿCL¿(Žr ÝtheC):[xà“’¤encÓ, or äerora�êo – ¶�ic™ is~{om�thing easœl7 ˆep103aced by -itf#h 
uÞt—rÝ, Bnd te^hnology,fbŠÂ, `4her, itJâSl/âe-õi¶ #Kabl0ÜÂy Z©t ½ssumçgµa ùhiÄosop˜?caq tanPe »forºin }r¹s”²•IquM cha:aÞˆer is the 
ca�acita to remwU%¹aloof frùm ¥h{l!sodhÌcïl uÀP3ents}“Itis ¡n tŽi* È3nŒªxtò|h(mWrt share sii-a(FiesíJith loëis, m:khematács,3=, 
asúwellP~ície=f±.ÒBu! w8e°eÂs tht otCÌr edeS—§rs a8eÙu¤á“ìŒ,µ¡µt qs not. AYt 'd4eO áisÐS for is
on
Ú>…e† 
ãIn-hi• period of_o½n, after 
h lþs~hk fndr÷ligio”,‹õÕtFmay Îdssibly beío+ eMd”¨vor ha± fÒéfžllœ íhatïano´Fer aD¤ ¼ight€ÿve”"alledÔ“mTn’s s$i«Æáa÷ ne˜Ú'Kr¶Or’ 
ayb•_Cr iay….f"putting 7… might beñþÃatGar dãals%analoÔouDyx“iðh³th
st¥te103onŠthPngs �beyoÚdÊph§scs¼ wher§ philosoÇk hœdJ;$ maÊ° ass¤ïðion€. è×d}-HÑ’s strüng,L±is tIat eve…ãtµe pre(e:in— 
eënÆe)ce v3ov aµseÑtïmn/ V 4Á~nyt .e v;QNfi d by art�Y
Art’pjoily cla(m3U
 for}ar-¯:AWt if thêu«çf;nª/iknŽof»artP 
æ      ”O-ESVU
NReprinÉÈd„103rºt2StuTªo)4�t$‹µ°tdôn«‚Ô(OctŠ®er*»L969) 
ÓvMortonãWhtµ,§@H~ Age Åf AøalysÌs ?New6:~r0: M„nÁor Boo‹„), p. 14 �#
zIbid`, ü. 15  A
3 Ižmean•Ð£ tšÊõ E�isteä‡ialism,ë£Å¸PheÓo˜<âlogý. ;ven@MežHŒau-öÿ°ty,<wiBh?hëV³midd¦Ê-of-the-ršýÊ2po<átion -O�een 
empür‡xusD ØRd ratToæaðmû8} cün"Ht ÁxV6ec™ž•iS kØilo§oph{�.¼thout the¬useòof ords (hr« usiÏ[KÕceàs); xdGïYllowìnê F.is, hÏw 
ca«÷one discÛssU-xUeröenY¨ 4i“ out¶shf?p ßis®ni˜ioâs-–etèeeØõ´u%s–éves a¢d «he wþxZd? 4 N§rõVamesjJ¿an6, 
Physi�sßa�~¼²hlosophy (A84ûArbor, Z_Kh[Ò Ugýv¤rs8t o@ MiDhigånSPíessÒ, ˜g17  
5 IbiH;, @. 1+0N}
6 IÙi{.,�0. 19(  
i ohe*task oQch philaoËh‘Ðhaw tìkenÌuÏ¥¶it»8lfNis the anÄy_“functHon” ió‘øuàd p˜rP,ryvw©Éhou2 ma,ing phi’$s^pkiëŸ§ssö©ion= 



4Th0R is íeÑ
t!i
 ?n eE followingÙsect^o2 ü
(7I¶wuld ªke‚µodÃakÙ ix cl§Ùr,ÏhowÐvŽr, AhaTI iRtend>toÌsueak forÉÅ#Gone ÔlsÀñ÷I ÀºrivedÅaV›tpesü!…oclusi:ns%lon,Randnänóeà, 
itis ®-oü &hés �°¿nki® ,/t†4y÷adÿ %ixce 19d6üæ�fZnít êeforeÝ evžl5eè. &"}y remÝnt;y di
 IrgaûÆze OfÀrÑmæeÐinà Terrw XøŒi£son öat-hê ²nd Michþ+l B
ld"i§ sÎèoe sDmi±ar»gùhºu = c<Âtainyœnot id£nt qal$ oinšon{ toD±ine  
1÷ W˜b_ì6tÅs NewBD=rB -icti|n
ry \- 0¾Ç XmÅrica‰ Lang¾age  
1í •+efconcetuad le/Xm£oš :h• w€§kïoØ¬KÑnn×^huNolŠþüù Jtles(OitskÉ MoœrYs÷L®8i ,IÚon ì‚vie’ ¬nt%oPé³C›,î,–JoÉn 
HoyxÍd,âD±nóÀªfisewsenÄ ¦te×+, is so dis6´llÖ `oø, t(aí aGæ th°t is tvûQe -s supplØed bÚ the c„ìt˜cs Ïr‘·oting itð T£iÊh›s seen’lëµ4r  ¡
– ‰ich XO$Fied¦s reaso'c Èor us ‹g îre(nbK%gCµ)ra3is…®leàe0leätMhis#”¤Óërßu[+ dand motçf ð±, o6h¾© -om l/st +rìèi4s) as a 
¦àchoàa±Û”Èªutxmõre èf iY\šsÄd#ˆ t}õhi4 deT re£ IŸsuspecnå to bri&g his9sc1oäa9l U©x ie/ Òn?tÈÔPm‹dr§uwRred.ýO–«gcan…
eèsily §ympžtñize mi€hxß,s0Œesire ”o
con
½ctu ;ayk Teîª‹o«i;h Ju¸ƒo F’i<sƒi. Å¼e6shou˜d êevxrŸf7rµ-t, h±wéUer, th›Yµa hWs1oÂiaÆ loves hiµªÃ½y ³o e fh¶n anythiÐ ¯ eìeÂÅa=t 
¡3 L
y Lippard useC †h–s SÌ¦ation iê a‰«PJtoIte yx Ad RÎin…arst’s r9Ú3oˆpŽ¼Ï"veÖc—˜;<U•ueFHJanua�y, '967
 p.åñ8  v
14 L![y �ippa5„, 0Tonste—wÌtiáÉ'bÎ Hars) D�_light: Tçe WêiŸýø§Kn:ual” &XdSoG Rveù,ýVOl. Æ  No¬¦) 4Sp|ng,�§ê28) |.
n5|Arthu5 RñoØeRWƒÀour¥IÐtÂrÝeww¡” Arts MÀ Ø�E|eçe´áçary,×196<)  Û!16 ¨:mTerry Ajâ�son
Ïointe2 LutOj“ hý ‡Ntrod²Ütion ™•{rt-”angèage (VÈl.•1, oc1),e$he CuÞŠs»Qnever q�Þst104onedÑim–alt had Úor±hoš°gLíalœchañactri!
ticž,¡buµ5 �i–“ ones iŸ p1iï¹i1�:wÍre Ñccep„;/kL æc,17ÓWh0¾ P}¤)oneç“b]ú�È aS7avi}�¾eÄis'Çó ï�yi(g a *¦ght ôho"Ÿïf¤) ‡f¨h×  as 
‰eácoulVŒàstgovtÆwaËhardùa€Ì^s_r¥ €¯d xe/ tGe ¡oodsTƒoR consid»rXbŽë Sesp.ñLÆ isÒ’à Bb‚:ång” ån<t6ô=g.H{ NÔ…
Db`iƒþz˜nÑiFla);n’s “Ûtivit7 “g ‰n 104rtx§t  
Jã8ÀÔ 
« ëße÷, Languageê „r/th,-azduLog-4 (Nw rk:ÑDo·Ÿr P·bli atÏons)C p. 78  
ßÞà›•ië.· é. k7  
2 I–id2¤ p. çE�äzÔ1 IbiŠ.¤
1.9®  
Àù ±¤�7, p; 94  
V2ž AÆiRe§nh|rWt×É ‹+¬?o¨pe§tiv… c¼ta²gueÛ(éew»säðÐseu²§
JaDuOšÀ, d967ó writÞenÒ! Lucy†Ldpáa‡dÍ p. 1kÝÏ
h2Ë ¨tUieŽpoet¦y’s usn4¾f com±]nNlang[:oe ã' ‰tt¨m'tÑºo’Ø¤y thó!uÞVayable ïhµ‘‘isŽproblÊmˆGic, noÔ÷Ky ®åer“nt×problÃÏ€i¹¼husT of 
ã¦nTuÖge wi}rÄn the cÉ4X¶9toi¼¡rtÜ<2è IÎoniŸawy, ÐaØy 
f
ûh
Kícêl ™h¯mselves “¬“øceKtuÐ€ Pwwts.& Much=xf th×|€w?rŠòisbve�FTIimÝìarût§PWdlµeó“de Maria5s Èoœk a�] é“isóis n
tñcoincid#ntj§;.d‰MariF’s w”rk]funct‡ons as 104Íkind of “objecb” äûetrCS and hV7in¬Jg®i÷s9arU ¾ùryýpoetic…
ÔÄ\Ureaû¦ySºantžhiè@wßrk to þ¶¼n‡ecÞÓn’snl*ve@  ï
26 Op  «ƒˆ., ž. j2  
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S The Ôactzhat it Øa\ recenºl˜ becomL¡µa7¦iúnab<e forž4·yFiÙis2s Èhemselve* fo beŒsyAZ�¼he�icÿ+Qwar’ÀrelÃgion¬§
. .©markÀ†thmˆ5hz™ó%š�[®’|own lkcÛ-9n|confideèceøx&cUhe valiVi.  f±òheir h-Äo³©eseê< w%ich cs aIreLc°ion oQ chi' parœ€òrô‚ÔhH 
antirÍ¯igóous dogmaEisÉ of Âðniteenthvcenuêy sôieniÙ—ó, a˜¤‰a—Íat ral ou;¾om« ož tÍ 
iÜ°ª t°roug§óhich pys#c‰Ìas juÁt pÄAa,>.Ò–A. J. Ay£r.‰. . .¾oFce one hasöunderu|.od 8heÂTrctatu`-à\eŒe $ill Mýânoãt…mptatpcn 
i/concerë Ænese>f anâÄ)¿í with •ilÄño/{,î‹hš„U isxúe+theÿ empi!i³al?lýke sciÎnzÒ n~r ¹a_tolMæical like mµ“hepÑtâc#; oH´wÆll, like W|
ttces§ein¨mH#¯1ô ÷UaÀTo p#loO¹Ìhƒ, whi{÷,ìastþv/ntià!aFy uneþstod, is r[ed in¦onu1êo.  
–J. OŒ ðrÞ%)n‹ 
Trªdit™oÈa~ ph�lo
“7hË, •lmos^ Ey defÖ(itÀønNZhas(Qo)cfrÀ-d Útse1f âith ^h] u¬sûlðc�Theünea‘lÖ ‘^clusibe !ocu
oîðHhe sa(d ²T –w´ÜûTeaE-{enÃ*ûô4¾ÖalytiËÜl lÒnguist¬cBB‚iý³Ío”hers¼bØ tÏe sharSføûoRteïtion tT.9E:heUu0aid ±s u§sai4 ¤eÁaM²e 
it isSu¯-aµXbO¿: regelia¼É hilo&opnyš#<FeÂsen+e!ùnTthŒñ
ÝŸteeÊth9æew#&rò anîm�qt›have b‹enÍ¥ooÓ]Žng to a
Õe�ªu¤W‡th } w°s baÌBl
 Ö¹Œtðn¼ .ver �umh, thÂ ¬Ïlight³n°en'? and KCnE.1óøeÂl¶sphÀloÏophy¹wß‰ýalýo 
a�ùblù Üf gVvûngµco\§r fo œdCf³èsÉ6ofkœelžgiiu^ elieÉ', spplbinGHa^ \ltc»°Œªä¤e to Newt¸ni.¶ àc§aéiÂs, and‹fiting iï–B³ tjµ¡gºo:th 
of/hiwtoryÈ¤s a ViGciplšne,iDsw±lþ©s ac^eÏtin DarwiniŸn bi104¨CÇy.2 óea•pÖabe=óto giXe a-‘ac¹vï°a¢še ‘esI˜utioš tL t?
ecoìþl:ctbÿñwee¤th‹o!D<yand scie§ce, asÄwell ™`øÀ#e r�Öut¤of He¦eBHÓ i©flue9ie ³asbeen tQòt¥àUÉPü
ü majorèt´ÎofQcÖîtmpra3« Ìh$ltGp>ers [re ¨eal y�l¸�le ˜oreýthanêhžst”r

s 'f pilos)’p,hLebYariaAs º�ûhe Tru65,K+o T sp>a§. µn“�bginx to etkthe¯impr•ôxô‘athaŒ8¢e-e N_sÞno?
ng ore to báØsa,(”AŽd ¢`rt\inly if on[ reilbzesçeò˜iöôlLö|¤in» f W½Ø–sÊin’s 7hinkdug,ÑaÔîx¬1ethinkiT* nntÙuÈFcedË•y%hmáð¶¢ fôr 
hifE ‘C<;tinen˜•l”&pZio5opry neeu nÀö ée†-óusly •e co�iAerRdÜSere.ù I× th@re a re—sonUf·r th& “"n¬ïal¡tyÁ ¯f /‚i�÷ophy in^sur )C—q? 
ü†×aRs ñ·‹ cJn _e  ns¿÷red ‘êiµaok·ng;int÷ ‚îX—Fi›fRr$nceubýt¼een ošr †i¼e9a~d oheîHe»*ur§es§¤ÞeäÉd”ng¢°sù{IÚ túe [a” mPÔ’  c)
[cluÐio ÆÙíutSthe;woLd wkYe$bfseú on þh{÷vnTorß°ion Þe¶haXêÐbèu‘t 
 i†ŽÑô^ specifgca€ly



i:×�vï5XempŒecisNï  ÀOn gj<
raKly çdkTth� rtion…TiàäOØ Ofte[ iâ fact�  à[lgûenesãbe±we4¾ sÊienc@^nd ði�owp<y ^adw?o gÁe~t tôa� scie.ÄstÏ`and philds@phŠr
¢wŸeú3nÇšünd t»eÃsaãe crs9‰.(In fat, fr¹m Ole6timƒ¥ oSK§¶ales, nËic×r†‹i Héraclitus, and A105istotDe to Des9a[˜e‰ and Leµ5�i.z,
$ßhM gr#a§g=aiYÚ in  hiT
soph’ weee oft[n gre&t¬$ameO $n -�ianc as well{#| Th'tðtÏe Ñl¸ ¬ÂòB=õcei»ed byÁwenf£Ðth-etâÇ105ºÎc?nM©e§àsÔa vËtlëŒdif=

ýenthone å> phe oìm of ¯tj preÍ¹dingÒc£nt¤rB noÅc ôot berprovtd hZ¨e. »sâtõpoãV‰EleN Tµe, tïat iÔ#¶•(ectma¦ •ðs learn-
dú\o ãuc"r nd hDs Â¿n‹elli™ence” iâ mu–h,œ«hat aeøÄènnÆ²ºúO³ievÐ7the ‰easvnæn‹ o4 tradƒtinA ‹philo opõy?@ThaÞ 
pemhaöï he›õ²oóŠUt‰oúmuüš a‹ou$d!ˆe½‰o}lÁ §�Òmßke0ãh¶e k›nds3oû ÔcuzionsK Af T½ JampÈFJYans•Ó=s�étaMZi¬u ‡ N 
~pn¡p§&Ð‹sNp•y h�sÂav¤il8d i¢|clf ofthe Ô¿sœlt]zofNscµÓn ¤, t hasAn—t Ëe¤náb3NjotèwAng tôÂ aÃ’(ôct µahematcï 
des¼ÜipdConk8fhtha Úaè×ern oZ events,butâybgrrowrn4 8hethen cur nÍ piõto/ %l desîôiption,¡f t]<sÝpattern;E¹œus iÎ ha¹ n¡` apprL?
riated crtajn k_owledgŸ 
ut +on[ectures 
T9¼ìe|?¦ject‚res weº  oftõå Lo`Ü enoÓÍh¹3·ÇªY/ m>@eKizeü wordwru‹'Áot, as wyanÏw knowÌ¥Tor;thse ˆátÄ§ò`P‘r¢c105s®kscof øazZre 
which co
/ro t¡¢ $‹£peniºÜs 
¶ hDƒmÎÃ-sÄzedwC@ELd,7 nd®brúcÁus‰šea»äC[ tŸ the tráeZna/LreµN ¦e äi˜y�5$ ¥& c=ntiues� ONe c�ns~q™en¡e CfÌ="K is 
thåÎÊ¶h[ saûjar~¹pKilosoÄhic°j disc?ss¸on¥|NýÎm¸Ùy¾@robÝems,Lsucˆùs’hosc oí Ûau/alºÑì ayX free äillJþroNïmater
alisLrr mÄntalis, €e ‚asÕd o…‚aOæntêr|reîatFnå �` ¥s… |AtÿŽrn o\eventsâh6c½ is¼¤o lónge`t¥n<bl·¨ ^hz scÞ=ç¤ificF©ðsi/ 
öffaheÖ¼ÁoldQÚÓ7Ùsc—s7iç$ïeå´srbHeØ
¼UghXd
a|ay, ad wó=htðe6rØÉšÇÓÂ(earÌñÉe hJve …one®a,²—Lh¡ õrgÇ„ent .«.g6 =Wm |%eætie’h c²„t
r¡ b*9Ç�t in ½ t2]B«tETt couí-µQef€alled èthe eTd"yfópŽCl[sWphy`axd Þhe bÇg+l´7Ò� ¦Ý Gv¢£
# I±ao]öo ØÌan˜õhañ� ÒÙ course,ä%tictlycspea"j„, bu3 ´at¸er añ®tåà ¡ße\>Ýnc~”Æxf theÉs×tatin.N{¢hÄa7¿åy l«„gÄistˆc [hiþosoph csn 
SG `"n_idef7Ï the hÌij ÞoÖempi‚105£im, 
ut üÜ’àa pi}—sophy “n on" ëeVr.7ƒAnd t:/re ðs ercaDnlrÑa& “arjnhând5tion êÙ ‡rt pRel1055i¶g¤DUch ¨p,9but ¡s otžerHfun˜õáo105óo 
£re{st‡s-o-be a=4ˆso:p]onzunce{mtýatŒt¡%abioiæÒ äo <¸B§tiŽL cÄû„r–yo-s Fct UÁ¤i\s t œŽÐg c+ndi¶®‘n^soödraóticalíÛ Úqaw A�2s 
onW9ámi0¤all® a×t…8pþnfn  mecƒ;õasíic -+…s§ is th> a connection beÑ1e[nàp"qfobophy s “‰?d©ng”±aäd˜aÑÏPòõ§óåŠ7¥n¨ÐgH” but w 
dontî‹nwÓt·iŸ¾#ccŸrenhá ektŠrÑlyÇc-.nc÷dÆnWülƒþThough tñÑúsÌmeÓeï‰oa± 105ay be reêponsÛbûò orýbot= 
occuyeeuces, th>ôÙØnneZ±io” isym‰deby †î. éÃbµþngt§‚ al upòto ana¢µze artusÒ‹uncsÜ“n aÔd suØsequÔnty9itsµvi§biLi ¶ÿ An¯ I 
doÆso\)oÙenanle¨ters o uŽ e�sQ´nl-t<e¼ryasÄ£inÔ¹of¨Žø–105and,fby8Ú“tIhion,CoBeÄ a²tists’ € arÑD ] oell¢@o pr\vid� 7 plƒ]er 
unŠers”and³NgZof he  eröß
øn]e_]uÏl aktë£–±
7
Gp\fjNýT?ON ™F A«T 
ƒ_\›ðÈ main!q11äu¸cat¤onF\to tˆe X¡Àer posÏ ñmn ofâp‹iÓtimg isA¯€• a©vDn‹Øs in Žrt arI cerÉ2ÎnÊy(ëo* alìañsÎµdrÐaö nes.õ–
Do•[ll„@ùdd 1Ÿ&) 1‰
Half:7 £Kr>*‘fŸt6e!best nõÜwmrk in th� lás.£feä yeaAs[hYîòb¯en—ne@U|5r ²ai+§inŒÿno� sQñl-tureKW–Diald Judd (19ù5)  
Everô:hïng ÷cuVptþr£Táýs, m:¢Šoçk doesný=
 
%Dona¹d¾Judd2¨19ˆ·  
,¤¸
ideabecomÕs a mÆci¹etèÈt ãkes the a~l1 –SGtw"�Witt‰(1965)ÂThe one·tin. tV sdy about#A^tüis that\¾t is †neU£hi1gÉ Art is at-
a‡Krt1and evGÅyziŸg elÍù is ïíeythingŒÛöse.kr®Lasß³rtŽisÓn;hing $³t#artË2
?A-t¨is¿notÂwh t Ôs no¡ a¸=.ô–A: Æ¶in¨ardtû(396d) Ü
Ž˜? weani+Ä üs Ïhe s
†<Wit<gens¬ein  šäámo)e fn~7‡on¼lxapp§7ach �oDthe ‘tudy of côTdepts has =enQeÜ toXrep+a™e üÜIhmt‰od fiRtrjspeVt¨4£. InsteaŠ 
of aÒtemptingxtO gra0Á 4r desriÚ concep�MÐBarD, sØÊto spea
é the lsºcuo�ÎBis£Åinv¶!ç©ga$bs tdU£wi6 in 
6ich Å‡2Ë©fuÛŽioW asÚin4rud
Ú»tsÞinÒ_elieÇ§ a(d {n©Þ“ù\™Ñt¨  ¿105–ÏÏin™ M¶ Cwp1  
Me;œ*)pXDa‚wÃ³s a W¨e„plos�EiT‹3à… functloP�‰^‚–Œ†ûSeËeqÉted#  
, s� tle ÑubÎ¬–ú mata‡‚f CIqcepü[Þleinv[s $gaFiÆnÀ is E—ïŠmea‚i“gZ« ùer‡›nx§o‰éI d exp§UÛsionsU– a´ ÂŸ} tŸ thI.gs 
an"Õ®tPLofºYùfa�r thñm}ælvesIabouý whichí¢e talk,whea using
†hsY w:ëþµ ï9d‰e–7r(s o]! HK
GG.½õ VynÚX-†gN F
TßiÙkiòg¥ia ra%úc/ily metap2:riÇmKLG:Öag™ byanaÎogM is iÙ2 onµt~t enÖ L105w or Ž.i-�ip¯e, its c„usFl GexÝsÉ�si³¤Ì mearÙnúÉÈy
ari
eZ thrªÉg5 ae—au³al c¾texts qy whâch ¯fŽ~g!smœ>IÛ=+r Átkõs Ihe plaÔe of an�in%Ya‰cM of|aûsP>t. T¾¹uÉvnkDf 
ñhinB isÎ²ÂÔaëå-t !@  á a T©rt (;s k üuch anGÝVuch)82n"„thae Öasd binds Kn (o¨en " ‚` mndi7guiZeó hhe a•(lÖgÝ, 
ühc4öaraCêØl,Ät\eómetap.çÌ c ‹¨pplÐ‹¢Ñ grÌuny or _rasî oK *r.w²9y wIih l–þv Hhe miŒn ™aPƒò -Gld. It@t´ke—)no Óold iì túreÕij Æorhing 
f»µit ˆoFh
u from“ f¶!~³+” thOnuingtis lheÊhÜul, ?he atØaction ofýl„ke¼  
]:I. ¦. =ic}Ÿrdsê 
ÂIË t»is ™”ätðon (…w™llØds[105sç the teµaaat¢105netwe(Öe�t¼ÐuÍ– a·d krïN€~onsid?ä‡²r1efly fn4õali¼t 5rt ,e¾aRáp „î�i” ÇÏ&eOdiGg 
wrp|ÿe"tPofûÄhe ideò of aeñthÁtics as art÷| and asÿÙÕFïtÈa+ at 6 ½…aÜog-usA õ øn?#n0ytic ‚roíoôiti©$
 an. ü%aÎ itæis ar”’s`ex÷àtence DÉ = tauÒf~o¬k ghat¥¦nkbTs �rt tš Ñmanž4loFf” Sro p¿lþvopqiÅal ÜrŒ&Úmp*in,105{
@ _Ó ØI—It is neÚsRary ¬ošžpšrate‘ašs7hàt)cRìMrym 105rt ec®ue²%?s”heics Áeaµ' /ß2 Gpên onu dn†íO§cept‰on of Oe 
wx£Qd inÿenerl0 Cn�the Kast n> op 3,Àõ½)+×BŒÑgs‹of—ârt’h functiVa w›w}üt: ?aluÁ as 
e]D¯aÂi“n. Âu any‚Kra“RQäf !h¹¤o—qpvÃ tha dealtwxthý“bea“tô” and thus
tast¤, w�s°iPeviTËbly ûuúyb,u>4 þ+ Bis7usÖ arU0a$~wel
  |
Out—7f thjs “hæbï”[grù the no,ionDta }t<ereâwasPa concîpíÏhlZBon105ectibn beÌw3pn &riÔaã §ðsthÎtÌcs, whic0–is ¥o



tru‡Ò0Ö#i, i´ea nä†år g?Á¦ôcalºy°coödict€C¼w!h ørtsticAc(nÀideratio‘s :ef§re*Â�*e^tv¾ÉmE, ooÀ ánl€fe&¨use ”hµmor—Œol�gical 
ØhaÔuøÎerisjà…s pfÅ‹ŽÌ peretužtd¾€�he c�n[6nuitô Óë thië errÎr, butýaªwö>l,û,cäse]t:e¯a£pa¥Úxtjotyerb“f[ncti±ÿs”Ëo_ artþ(2epic+iñ¬ 
ofÂrelSVio6sÔthûfes, eorthaiîÚ»e oW¸a `scoþ·atÃ, detæiœiÃŽ oœ arÚhŽtectur¶á et@.) Œs¼›�art #o¯‰7v-r ŽpøÖ¦t  Ó3Bhen oNje<t rï 
’r¤ÿentÚ�øvßth&n 1h²cntGxðYo3ù%t (ÍDdÓ´ntµKËÜn¿entŽ objVct4 alê8 have’¼eÄu se:) ‰hey a¶e§›½ eÛiK106b”  #…r a8
tÎtcc”nlidçŽýtiônc&g ace a£y÷Ðbje,êˆ n thÆžw™(ld, an¶Ïanùa¸sþØ‘ti¼ Wìs
d.raˆÁ'n ™¬ a˜ oÔje˜teaiøtiï)Óon 1h¢ realã of�a•µ ôans thõ·ûÞ$öµob¤ect’Ÿ T!5’3e¤y” :[ funZtî8iÃd in¤a· rt ÐonteàÙ îs iÇ¼zÜµvant >o 
the]e"st&z™ic‡�udYme@t2 
�The rel«Í‹²n¶of£a£s¤heti‰s tí=art ~s not unl¤ke �hatho- .etYeÊÉcs·o »rcÃ]tecture©þnüÏatnachite urn has a v=©y[sÙeåfcïL[ncion!Dnd 
hßw7“good”<ts dõsign is i; prim|ril{ ƒÕaDd tn&hoI wellitpp-rf"rbl åtsdfun
tB€n. Th’-; judgme©t’ %nfwhat¸it —ook Eike ô[rres�ond t” fDeµÂanôòºk ÔMn ¾eeÇt”atÜ
hÁorghoý«5istÏvy™di66e{ent )amôlLs ofºarc3itec’ore aÍH2ÿraœ\ed aÈ diffe2ešb‹ÞiLes d3en
ön· on tx¹ aeÅýàWtics çfãaûtYculîr �Kochsœ }æsthetiS ,hQykin¼¥ha·å·‘*nvonç s) fFÉ aW to Èake³½L×»…[äs ˜f 
§hivecture not|reïWtàdRto “Ûr±”IŽt‰all, workÉMf QJôŒ (�¼sel�esÚ(¡„g.& th  hyrÝmidÆÁf EgGp1— É
AaÝtÌei�ùî·Ús<deKa ignH Òke Ändeed�aýUays xt înHoub to #nÿoSj ct’s funØhii² or �u¬C�oO-toi3e”UleÜof›cVÄGse,«tha™ }bjæ?
t’s r�Xson-to-beLi-„>tricgYy ¼e>thú<ˆc. ’ðEeamplƒ oÞ Ü pôr±ly a²}th6tic#o�jqcœbi s dûcorat±vì [b4eCt, ¯„r E³Ÿratiû)zÛ pÙùmžrH 
funcŒi:n7ÿZ“to ýdâ somet'ing q‰, sÞ as tçií�ke ƒo”e apllactihe; ˆdož;éo“n÷menÌ,”1ã a¼d this rÆÎltes dørectl}÷tI�a`'ö  
AndôtFiÚ $e@Ss ßs øªecÌ§y tV “formÒ|ist”gLr™ and criŸiË•¤m¸11 ForÎalis�ºrä á-ai>ting„an ¶ Ê(‰¦Þe) isthe v@ngua”À oÎ

dxoration, anï, sòrictïy s�²7iâg, onÿÉcoÄldÕle”²on´b„nA~ssevgt~at its aWt condition ¾s¸_Ö minim* D™Lýxfor all•fu÷ct—
œnal>pRîp©seEiË ™s not Jqt a allÜªbuÍ pže 3èe¹cisesWiÒ ¦›sthetec›/ rbüve alç^thÞgs ClŒmen† Gr †nbrz ˆ$ the106›ižic±�f ‰as‘e. 
’ehQ«¥ÀÖvery cÅe oè ði• dnczwins is n aeÄtÝntiÁ¶ÓudgmežoM'wit† tÏoseNjudgmÒn˜sÚrefÿeftnngPhis3tas106e Ì
éNndÅwhÔtøwµes h•ßŠtus/Æ²òe½lecìe¬Th,«"eÎio<U¸ekgre¤�³© inba a c)Øtic¿ tme$pDýioû ¥§eal,;fr hâŠÞ the iftôeà.ëÀ k¥w el×e Êan 
èêeaúco…nt¤V½r, Yi¿en »isÒth™o>}äÆ �ôif ¡hey dv~ a~y l“šic 1o th~m‰a Wll 4±éis�disi8te¤es÷ in Frénk S*e la, ÍdßRein¥a7’t,þed 
ÈthÕrs7ay;l$c„EReåto ‘]s ðis©ü’þcÊ
s¤ÀeNe? Isv÷t ºs°gÃe is “. . . baxcalll F‡]mYaòhetcdoç øerso$aûl.ne#äörôent¤÷l ÞEEuÄds8?35Or¢ igÝo4hQrLwSrd, ¨the+r wo{I§d?
esn’Õ¦it h} tas•
?” Ëut ¸n the¯p(léë‘
h3c t„bula r×äao art, i˜ sLmeoneŒTalùs �"_art,” aê þonê�W�d÷]¡s caÞd½ “Êts aU?�”ri\ve\ gñ™™`½åoÃ<alistDpaiLtinµZand_sc›lCture àaŒ 
be g<0nted �& *çSçGü%a”tyon, but .4ö¤ ±ö vú�tÎe Ô×dt-e¾
Špre tntario–Äin¬t§rmü of�™h�ir µrt "dea (e«”3,ÐaDreZtanguŸˆas¿apÔå c n–ûsãsIr´cÊe�ÃoœerîoodeêRsÖòpirns 6n�Kswained 
w÷th Pch a}lE„dÓh cÂlñr:Í§usU-gTWhch andùsuchø#orm106, giv˜ná˜sUcH!ndìsuð� avWsu}€ exÛerie™e> ¢tc.yô ”f �ni lfo¦[:tÛoÇtmpor!r 
rt in this  ug( Wnô ¥ŒaZ¾"esGah“ mi¬im�l=ºr„ˆýiµe efOtrt3töTen‡1n th�ü
art4o³è� QPaôist grñiss spJciÌica½l6º and Mll pa�ne@2‰als XPò1ptormŠw¶‰k—n1 as`suYÆ ÍU†—y)Ôgen‰rally* 
106‘i] bCiQ”sÖus to¾¾heMea†â•atmžµ Óhatìf�raJËêt×a¿ý ónd c;itiT¤gm(pccep)s a
†, ded˜+tizn f m-d one tha  exists&sÌlRly .n mBrphol™gica; gN(Ens.ßz¯
lÎ ŠÌvasŸ âuanV3à� of simladgÑwking¾o
je¯ts crXimÒ�es (¸r visHally rÌl[Lem ob/ec±s -r<Žm4Püsµ may ÍeeÙ¨t2 0�Çe…ateÞÂo› »XnnGLted) becauûñ³’d �;siìilait³'o6 
visu«~±þxèerõeŒti?lŒeadi˜Ï’Û”¤Bne¿cÆÒnoq cqaW< 4ìomát,iË úS&a°tØstic o( éon3§p4ua² ret!oHsh7p×ì§   †„³'Th7 Xunci×n oñQkrt,  
äs a nuestîo0,Twax eöst …aM;106d >yçóaØc$Úü8c;aèp§ Rnfacê iÓ·is M7r$el guc§amp wÆo* ®eÖan cr9ditM_tt`gä‚µn'‚ó¦¯…i-s 
oÑ`identyty.O(One c|n ¤rt«Hnly T~e a ,ndÉnc towa$ô“thiseañû2i#eQtific„tionoqaŠ¶t eé~ánZngó¸itY Ma€µt and C{zan‹åÁt:ou106h fo 
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o…˜to  ÿš^tNþtheãÑay÷ån�ch÷cG ¢ne Teaò%`ŽtŠ pã%òti¤Q “(ing.áscic(ll€..\ß$.gµV˜
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the Èrtif's µll.speakò,he sa¡e languageFsha¤ais calleç’“Novelty’ýcW#‚bXdh, fñrmlist«7iˆ®o‘åeI¶te0Pttþmptt; ÙinU ne �ý¯÷uagesm 
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ÀmÐtiÂe8 HepÞ;s na@idea móu% art. H@w i}fit tìÎnºth«t÷we,2noAåa ´µ[ÂÒis a/tivÔy”™ eëaBsHùhU has(òPQd ‘sÔô¾ùÿs vr�ôbyhi% 
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Js™c¦iv¼§% iº˜Éu'uì+(Ýn�¡sý|Ms 0hemátíçH¤t collLct¦fs – Ñ« aåÐWeÊhñ¬e ‹1nte†|Uˆt, Â¿âlectoŒsare irrsl{vañt ƒ:±he€“clddVtio¡ o•èa2t” 
„ù a•woBkç  
£h8®'Pe ª*nieÂëšÀs áorý isRart ¢¦t plÞˆs the u�tis ¶s mÜÿeßtµafájusD OrpaLad,xn Ø?›rañsQcretlH f
el® thç “Yr©,˜od” is rr©ved•aÅ em“irßc{llA. “ëÓ§I (ˆA¹Er has ssaQ(dæ Th#íeáa³eynoñÀsol£t]Vy c³/Üax empi¦i§al ¾~ohoæiÖi!¦s½Iì is 
S²lc=&¾u$odowie th˜ÑÃ�üce}p (n  
E‰piFic›M¨quËPKgCs 're ³ne n( áll £yÉo he?es, which m{y þ  onfim— <r di)cr8ditedÌ:n as xa×µs´n'V xæeªÞence. A4 thâ 
p?op¹xÂtiY÷ çnMwi½Åm“e ýpcrälPu bservationÓÂhatLvµ‰·fy theseÝh7poth“JÏýæPret±eæseses XyˆNtÒß™ep w_œÖh aùe süjecl tƒ 
o}�•Åtof f§rtleß>Íne expµræøn‡*.¥Úh;sü’her; is n; f‘n€l Dropositiinf°2ÒIé o…he{ ŽoVdsšš'hÍ4;–Wì¢siê×onsiÒ*Äañt dre noä ëàF†hl, b:t  
ÌnÔgisic ¤¦6ch‘�acéer [�t,at }s, äñ d¤dož\Žtºdcs¼¾ébe he beav”or)4= pU?siÞaó, or£eveÖ íentMleobâejtg; tþBÖ ŸBp’-sËyefinitiºps 7f artè 
o\ tXe X…äm5È ˆons©q·e1ces fØâÒfÐ÷�ons˜?š Îít. Ac�ordyn4vy,n eƒcÙ†·ay thaò ®râ�p‡ aÍˆs ^ a�žgŠY.Bto— wx ¼Žal] s�e µ˜at 
öö+«chNraêtyriÇtÏ Þrk¤¶f a AurÁ]ž lãg¿*a Yn]urym°`¡that it Hs onvÒgned witht%e<fÜí�aš Con-çquJ]cusìoS]ourpŸoÃnitÇæÏ<$(0f_rk) 
2n“³ot ‘ãmh-u9òeioés of e-pŒri\al faág—0¥To -óp|"Ú,Qwhàt ¬rê h¢s inæommoˆ w9ìq$
oérŸan© õtÛÆmaHics is thrt Ò4Õis« tigÿolo™3; i.”.,�thÂ 3¿rt ide§”nýo¥ “µork÷)ûao %rt Ò108y èheîsme aÞd ~«* b, °pGre
(¤µ1+Qah vr@ ½b
houtgo-=g vtidæ ¤e conøCxêofkarufÉ4 /âri)Rþ—tHon (
OnÆtheY(therˆhan-zfjÜtÇus consrde¸ ¦ÌY arŒ c^Kºt±
e èoñ hÅs di©dicuŒyÞPe ÌpÑ att[ápts(1§ b‡) v£syÕtKeti1 ÄÈoóosi)£oÓ.!Or, Ã$Èt iú tJ*s©,whenÇJÈe tluth oÊ fY¾]Ôy 
ofmåts,æs¼pjRioÝ i¤-§Ö<Þ6iœ
€e on empirica§ Xr¾uÍË¤  
AyÈE 5t»t;: ü0.º. TÎe Nriweri£nï¤y whUch Üe’€eùãÙmine+t.e öalÀlit!Ff aY
a£pXiorH or sVÌ�yÌÎcµlÝproposi~iÒn =?n(ï sâffcG!At t¸³detçr:inK Th¨´Llidtywof“an eípiE¥cal orÜsyn·VAt‡cj«Žp¿qit›Òn‹ Fo9 Õt s 
Üha1Ëc¡eÖ”s�ic ofReõÆi ic l pAªpeRi÷iÞ(Ý tÙatÒthõir vxªþvÝ½yÎË– not #uõely formö_. To $ay–‰h108äU 
ÜeomeÁrDca—²ÎrÕpÛsitio¶, orûa �stem Øf öemm÷tr«cal prfp1ðiJi¡ãs,ú5fa…sK, Šs™to çaÖthat it$i
 se^f'ûontraW+ctørƒvI>uG an eL\isi/ažÄpto{oS§Õ$oÀõo)bö£xžst©‰ v~piricaÆæŽŒo%÷sitiUns,pCay be fr
e fromûÌontràdi¶tion anºsk¯ll{bS Ölseö I· is²s�i–`Ro be Áã5;eº no…&Å“c¶uÑeôÈt i& ;oLmallÖ deùeó@×ve,à†t Òcca¦seC[]8ñå4‘sØ“Ù 
×ÔtiÎ’yDsome)mžtœ©i° crit\iínã21åT×e¢N"rŠanit=µo�.»rUaªósOic” art :s d®z (o its �AaminfasÄ,–Ñr
ploo�tÖœnÖÖncsynthˆèvÇ-ˆ÷rEf:åoneZi4 alçaØs t}mvª} toðverWf¿þÅ¼he píÐpo6"?ion+eepwrÏÁ§ly.hRea#X<m|s³s±nt¨RtjÁØstate 
does&nî‰ br–ng oÇe¤to a ôú'cuxar='iBg b±Ëkzi©$oä üTlo8Œe w;th tllCrS›r fraˆ¹w¦r( of q¤et ons aöoÎ ÃheEnYt re ¿äart (# ƒ;F <heqqor˜jo 
saPeKch, Mond-iaO ™ol8oTR, R«inhardt,fÖaõþyÞRauacP“tÊNr, J§4ns†"Lichxe%tÇin, WaAú>ln—0qd�e,AJu:‹n WýÉ“iÑe DWæt , Mir÷iÎ, 
aêd ot°ers), but ratjery oíe is"flgåg outÞof arÏd%*ÝorbÚ”GintÐ tÍË“©`²iûite saÜe” ofZ[h¨4wmìn on¦éto�@ ˜
     H  ØhatXne £inds a±l t¼rogh}ut the&wriTi Hs of AdiÓúi†G¿rdt 
s thisÙvery sqmiê<rNÄmes¼s%é 
rtÛas³artR”Înd-âÉaÑ¾Áart6i´ ölwa´. de�d, ÈndðÀ ‡Qving’¹Òt is a decepti8n2ï RwBnhardt¹haZ avÂryEcl
aæ ideaei—>ut Phš n°[ureŸof—wrtõ…andæóiC
impoÉance é
B fomqrwcog³z5d|ß
BecaseÒzorž A�9art^ëgat êav2’qc`�siÀre®r…#tÐ�ti’ ¯r3ßèi:iœn¿ aêè !er(fiablO b´ the worÌXº5S-¸ Ûis tosåay, ko undeisand th„se-
p‚oYositiµns½8£eQmust leave ¿nutautoæogiíal-�ik¸ÒfrtÕHwkrk o!ÊÆrt®anbêconÜi#er “ðo0tsidï/ inf=’mation.¤Bu»-¶ÉcoÑsidþÒ i× a¥ 
aÖt qg  — nceäsa£y to"ianor²mÕài¿ same utsie {0o¸maKmI§becase o;tsie inf‡rmatiï Â:x‘„rTÀn³å´qwq¨@Â§r®e:î‡oÅ*oŸe h@s'g}s Âwn 
iøtniosÐc wñrYhë 2nyöto omprÄjønd åh\s w¤5thb!e doe ¨o¯ nee áa stÜeâof “art†cniHtôo»:N Ór‘ 9hisóiøÁÅ%UsÐ¡Îì ÿ2_"i¬' 
hat at . viabôÇ_tÄ ÞÃ †åtc„nneoÓ=²To
the preseGtaVo ofÜvisalµoor o^“eœ• kiŠdj of PxRWrieJce. TŽat V anzma I3€vz bAeÇÅone J
yaud‹„äec€Àne³uT nu-ƒÁionaÕin `he p°eced E/q7ent€âÎ}z iK /ot ên[ikelyÍ Afž>� îll,m•ß,ineven¨the^®neve‰nºh Ä^ntur’ êiŒed’“n 
aééãiälyqtanþL3’¯z;÷ºsu0en¦i™onm¥tz T‰ˆt©is, \ü ws ízdinaàily rÊÚiÙt”bl
ó��@tú ‹hæt hewou¸d bþ àoming 2nBo†éoè„a ¹ €äth  aàåaf“er5ú™&. Hi@ visÅ¼- eËviroÝment in t-IpmrÉ oêëŠhe14orldÊinZ–hich 
hÁ·ŒiTe108 ²ñsèfúi@ly±Àons¥st=nt. I6 ouž tim[ weöhav  nÌÏVpl³ùentiaÍlh rasticÿJlj rîA¤VrôezŠ[ronmýn˜¥ One ca108bfl³ ×l` oÌõ 
ShŠ˜eaüh dnµ &ptter of âœÐusa$d108day t n"t mon;7s. W ÞavgÞ>h² cinÊÊaÆ µnd ¹=Oor t.evU+öÑn_.as×wEÎ asuthe ¡DnÁmde 



spctacpeÀÿfthe l0ht$²o9 Las VeúaU '2 the À1ysß¸aßeÔÝ?~ Nµw±YoÛk Ci°‘TTLeÔh„|e”w-r´d¬† =tµ…[Wf[o ¤e109ÔÀ{L aÆd 
ðhÓzwhðl"´world caE watc– ý�- w}lk on “ûe 68on†Xrom�Hheir Ä|Ži#g ro‡ms.Ñ’e¸taä¤yµÿ t,or objeôt 
(ofÝai çi/g6andIsîDlpðureŽca>not÷beÐeGpecedtð¢c^mpete H×e0en`ialü] w¸ttÈi+&Ü–ÓeûnVŠôí+ ífõ“(]Û”øis r�lÄ]ant toÂ.tÎan2 its 
“anguaáe.” á�ßõ Äl2}e¡e
boxÕorÏcu1e
f¾r
 aa¦ be‹n@ðedOa!greatÒdeal wWt0in XxÏ1con"»Œtêo< aáP./QTake Xér ¯Zstancþ it(ÄÊse—bs°Judd, ¨·rrHy LeWi¯U,ïðnaden, 
O’hhþgBeŽ¦,aµdMCrack—n¬¸’n^ÜceWenLmvO”iüinVt÷‚öquantHty  f b¯eþ DaY cu}es hQt4cÑ’e ½Šte°Y) ThÖ 
Ý)föeÀ$nÖmàtweµK F‡˜ tä¥ vaÔ�o! ÁseáÕ3ƒ—th„häœ‡ r¬cuÈÖ®—q�m i1 †irbctö˜ár_lÿted toØ¦heÇ109Zf"ere)ces ;6 th– ×n‹entiolsñof th‡ 
aÏÊiBts.'Fòr,jeÝ aC”i¾pøitiJâlaklë“see� ¥n Judd’s wor�ªthe Úwe ofzthe bÓx or cube—fÙrmWill1^tÑates võrÍ,el·ÄSÎñ%eDCliõF la£@.t¤at ]n 
o·e¬t Ý onxŽ årtÏwhe´ pla?õd in Le c)ntext°ofQaAt  
A 7;wyexvmple‰ Ki¤l p)int »ÞiE &u3.hOe Óould Ny-t«\ iú#Wne†o¥á?u)d s bx ÿors was N]en fiKl“dÃith"deûCÄs¤ scen fllcedA¿¨ 
a‡inÔuMt
ialsTttnZ,or {en m

elë1þeen s³ttin
on a w¬|ÊÕRŽ
ornºra iã wfuj� notøye"id-©êúsi dšwithLSt. I" ÐþllÒwsóthnïtñ|t ÉnÇe=stnŒÊng¯an� cÖnˆVñ‹ra~iÊ ï° Õt3s ÕE artwo˜Z ; anecessË7y 
WpWiçr to vieÒing ýt %nÏodeQùtoh“se4mz as’ì woËk ef
- t. Aµvan_el±n[r<ation ÌboutmthePcèncept oÅÛa‘t Vnd vÔout a artist’Á co:epts¯i 4êecesaeyLˆ|the *pprö
aZyonFÞ{d Ûnde‡s:Ènd÷n oè$conºemroYary a´t. Ány'a‘dPall ff¾'h‚;p“ysicaCÅòtt|FÞute¢ (qo1>Ktˆe¾â E coŸtem¤§rar` åopÔs, if.c 
Nsiderå´ separat[Ìra@d/o™ �ec/€i_a¦5R,Ã¸r irreýšälNt to
te †rS c4ncep£¨ h6�aWtJconÛ×ptJ4%s‚JddXs„il, zhoug1 ¥v diªn’t ßÊan7it ths
%ay) must né%consi?9r›�it its whˆlz´ 
T¢ cÓsider0Ø†w& cept9s•pIrts ,I(invariubÓW»tW oIW-ÓJr a¢icR
 t7atrÙÑ9 irñlpvanf tgUtsµarý ÎoÛdi i ½ – IrälEe rBafinÞÄp
rts o
 Î ÎefÔni�ion® ÎðIt £omes€as ¡ofÜ? ¢èie th| the Ür¡�Ûi#hµthÝ lFasï 4ited `ZÆphoª�òy Ôs  ú–m:lßRÊrom hich we dec¾phíÞthe 
na�ur�ofAtö$tÛe(eral·ŸÆ0#“a
0XŒzF#r ¿ê»Ÿ_ thÀr¦ !s a càøtÔttÌexi¡ináª»epÐ)aÊe- Ùo its moœpµoloþ( ZndücMn6¬²tïng of išs f*nctDononŠµisŽmBre ¦Žk³yÝÊt fÏQd 
ResþltL�§…s cmZfÒ¿m�Yg+an‹ –Þedi,tÄbÄê.§�t=iDíÆ¸ mod\En109art’s pÁsseÆsi®n of k “ÖVjuage” zœt°Œt³eshort†st ! stor ôhat „he 
plausi-ilitk of ÜeÖab›ndonment of Å�þ Hanguage” bÁco es mUstNÂ;s¡ibèe. It ¢Å ïÓde¸t©nµableËthen thtt 
h arµ‚tMa�ªcam6´out oÕ¯We'trnàpê)ntin'ØanP†‘cu�ptur½ isªtGà°rÐst enï>8etic, ¾ueät¤oning�(oú its n¯ture), and *evl4as  ass§mÈng 
o�Ball tFe ºeWÙrLl€1{r…”�cocerÜsïíAn_th9 âiUaw înalÂsis, hÁ§/ver,%±l: of t¼e a¤ts�Ive#bu¹ýF¤Ä4iŸØgß£s.„iw’  Êerîs)  0¢m¬!N”—
òeÏembºaz/eF 
Oe ’`-¤ vÁrNogòL¹uaòi;iesÞ�Ìlata–l to aÍ àart ÐoÈd¿jioYºpo7sesæ<d b¥ p}evyu the novelÝ theØCBnžÂ~Î®´?tSã
tre and ÐÏƒi.usâ÷ÈZñ of þusiï, et.Bi‰ ä[ítTaspuítÝgÛLÕhex "¨}t ‚DliÛbl�’to Þe fuñžÊ]8noofÛart¤½s¶ç(‚erted éere  
5�s npt thedeclibe oiÐzošt?yÝ‚elþtaAle H› the‚m(jed�metahrNi•|#fo� p)etry� use of “c·mT›5” la£fuane8ah an£arN äÔnéÆag?24 In³Lew 
York¹”he lS=• ^ecPëenå stageý oe petry caq be se]n ‚n th<”oçe by“Conc³fLs”�poebÏ reüent¿ytoíaŽd™LheCÀse Ðf—±czÓãl öbjemtO -nd 
theatŽe2ˆ109Can it|°E that,theM feelßth‘  çreality of th¦GN t f¦r,\   í  ÇCòeÉse‡ nÛÌ t3atth/$a_ioms oÓa gHív‡try v[F1imp7y 
éfinit�ons,â)n\Ëthat the·Êhõorèms -f8aùgeomet»y ar%6simplå the log8calcnseÁ
nceXv\ thesS nefŒn*t¤on@ò A eo{ã_-
 iÓÆH~t fn itÛeäf ÿboýtQ-109ysi:algsA¶<e;QiQ ´t° lfž¢tœcan#o^ be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anyth]ng
 Butcwe cG° use a weo/Vtry ä• rišPiÑ·aÅouž pÓIÃiQal s®aceÔ �h‘tP»s fo²say, oOce we avÜº-ÎSn á:e xio$sõLÇp©ysi|ºlEiºter•rƒt
tionP §e canþ[oóeedü109 aøplç tp( tÛ¥or]ms
î÷øtÈÎ ˆbj#c¢s$Mh“h \ati2f� Â
e �xiêis. ÐhutÔer ³ geomeUyu{‰n›¡Ÿ=çV1¥ed to,the ¨c¼ua� pzysic¾lÚÀo ld ”€ Yot" is n°›xpÙ…Òéal¶quòsÍi‹{whi³h falls outsd' ¬È ¤coØe 
odAgeûmº‘r: "tselfz žh6pg Â¨ ‚‰ sens‚, theñŸfôrev iÔ ˜k)nþº�ã�chEof©theövariout geoî|triesØ�nûF to us •reFfals— aPd whi¤h2are 
trà.‹S¤}žüa- a² they[rhæa*l{«reH frÔm Ë#n¸r~dictið4ü’the½×arðall  rue.à=h/ p‹òp¢
"
ƒn whVchDt©tes th†M¾a×cÅrt¬in a!p[icÔte(ÖHo¦ a gemJb�yªà posi#[ehi¹Ïn.t itgelaòa ÂnŠgçýitv6}of th¦tTgÓ3ÆeërÊ. All *hat thñ g
m§¥ryƒiisefºth¤ls us isâthatþi°aîyzhi
äÍc¿n � ürnuÈ"t '¢derÊt
e d¦finiã
Šns,µ¡Ôw>l› a²˜\†La£isfy &Áe çiNÜ¶em.ì®t ès tÝešåfüre‚R ureµò lag©îw] w½™ em, anWç:tê prÖpo²stioÕþ ÈNØ¢Aure!yš alitâ 
Çúo-Êi™i¿nsv#F}ý¨´. Ãgr26 HcrÁèhHn I prop¢se 4estÇ ’he õ½µ«
™aty ofÐPÖ. [� aÊà:g¹ßÌysn tradÐtionL� á¯6·osR§hØ lsfunr×alýecys§ŽoÌ£ØtsassumJtons,tar
Ss Ñaicy î¢ ex¤ít will d'.2nÔúnñt $cl^  %ýñt@Ún/ÁípF!”
rmjngmÊ–�rvice1– aÊ )nerta-±ÿán_, ÔisÿCL¿(ŽrsÝtheC)B[xà“’¤encÓ, or äerora�êo – ¶�ic™ is~{om�thing easœl7 ˆep109aced by -itf#h 
uÞt—rÝ, Bnd te^hnology'fbŠÂ, `4her, ÐtJâSl/âe-õi¶ #Kabl0ÜÂy Z©t ½ssumçgµa ùhiÄosop˜?caq ta½Pe »forºin #r¹sŸ²•IquM cha:aÞˆer is 
the ca�¿cita to remwU%¹aloof frùm ¥h{l!sodhÌcïl uÀP3ents}“Itis ¡n tŽi* È3nŒªxtò|h(mWrt share sii-a(FiesíJith loëis, m:khematács,3N, 
asúwellg~íc?e=f±.ÒBu! w8e°eÂs tht otCÌrtedeS—§rs a8eÙuÍá“ìŒ,µ¡µt qs not. AYt 'd4eO áisÐS for is
on
Ú>…e† 
ãIn-hi• period of_o½n, after 
h lþs~hk �ndr÷ligiog,‹¦ÕtFmay Îdssibly beío+ eMd”¨vor ha± fÒéfžllœ íhatïano´Fer aD¤ ¼ight€ÿve”"alledÔ“mXn’s s$i«Æá‚a÷ ne˜Ú'Kr¶Or’ 
ayb•_Cr iay….f"putting 7… mighú beñþÃatöar dãa›s%analoÔouDyx“iðh³th
st¥te109onŠthPngs �beyoÚdÊph§scs¼ wher§ philosoÇk hœdJ;$ maÊ° ass¤ïðion€. š×d}-HÑ’s strüng,L±is tIat eve…ãtµe pre(e:in— 
eënÆe)ce v3ov aµseÑtïmn/ V 4Á~nyt .e v;QNfi d by arQ�Y
ArÆ’pjoily cla(m3U
 for}ar-¯:AWt if thêu«çf;ƒª/iknÑof»artP 
æ      ”O-ESVU
NReprinÉÈd„109rºt2StuTªo)4�t$‹µ°tdôn«‚Ô(OctŠ®er*»L969) 
ÓvMortonãWhtµ,§@H~ Age Åf Aø<lysÌs ?New6:~r0: M„nÁor Boo‹„), p. 14 #



zIbid`, ü. 15  A
3 Ižmean•Ð£ tšÊõ E�ist{ä‡ialifm,ë£Å¸PhsÓo˜<âlogý. ;ven@MežHfau-öÿ°ty,<wiBh?hëV³miÖd¦Ê-of-the-ršýÊ2po<átion -ù�een 
empür‡xusD ØRd ratToæaðmû8} cün"Ht ÁxV6ec™ž•iS kØilo§oph{�.¼thout the¬useòof ords (hr« usiÏ[KÕceàs);·xdGïYllowìnê F.is, hÏw 
ca«÷one discÛssU-xUeröenY¨ 4i“ out¶shf?p ßis®ni˜ioâs-“etè�eØõ´u%s–éves a¢d «he wþxZd? 4 N§rõVémesjJ¿an6, 
Physisßa~¼²hlosophy (A84ûArbor, Z_Kh[Ò Ugýv¤rs8t o@ MiD'igånSPíessÒ,Ý˜g17  F
5 IbiH;, @. 1+0N}
6 IÙi{.,�0. 19(  
i ohe*task oQch philaoËh‘Ðhaw tìkenÌuÏ¥¶it»8lfNis t'e anÄy_“functHon” ió‘øuàd p˜rP,ryvw©ÉÓoö2 ma,ing phi’$s^pkiëŸ§ssö©ion= 
4Th0R is JeÑ
t!i
 ?n eE followingÙsect^o2 ü
(7I¶wuld ªke‚µodÃakÙ ix cl§Ùr,ÏhowÐvŽr† AhaTI iRtend>toÌsueak forÉÅ#Gone ÔlsÀñ÷I ÀºrivedÅaV›tpesü!…oclusi:ns%lon,Randnänóeà, 
itis ®-oü &hés �°¿nki® ,/t†4y÷adÿ %ixce 19d6üæ�fZnít êeforeÝ evžl5eè. &"}y remÝnt;” di
 IrgaûÆze OfÀrÑmæeÐinà Terrw XøŒi£son öat-hê ²nd Michþ+l B
ld"i§ sÎèoe sDmi±ar»gùhºu = c<Âtainyœnot id£nt qal$ oinšon{ toD±ine  
1÷ W˜b_ì6tÅs NewBD=rB -icti|n
ry \- 0¾Ç XmÅrica‰ Lang¾age  
1í •+efconcetuad le/Xm£oš :h• ‹€§kïoØ¬KÑnn×^huNolŠAüù Jtles(OitskÉ MoœrYs÷L®Ki ,IÚon ì”vie’ »nt%oPé³C›,î,–JoÉn 
HoyxÍd,âD±nóÀªfisewseŸÄ ¦te×+, is so óis6´llÖ `oø, t(aí aGæ th°s is tvûQe -s supplØed bÚ the c„ìt˜cs Ïr‘·oting itð T£iÊh›s seen’lëµ4r  ¡
– ‰ich XO$Fied¦s reaso'c Èor us ‹g îre(nbK%gCµ)ra3is…®leàe0leätMhis#”¤Óërßu[+ dand motçf ð±, ‹6hÜ© -om l/st +rìèi4s) as a 
¦àcho¤a±Û”Èªutxmõre èf iY\šsÄd#ˆ t}õhi4 deT re£ IŸsuspecnå to bri&g his9sc1oäa9l U©x ie/ Òn?tÈÔPm‹dr§uwRred.ýO–«gcan…
eèsily §ympžÀñize mi€hxß,s0Œesire ”®
con
½ctu ;ayk Teîª‹o«i;h Ju¸ƒo F’i<‡ƒi. Å¼e6shou˜d êevxrŸf7rµ-t, h±wéUer, th›Yµa hWs1oÂiaÆ loves hiµªÃ½y ³o e fh¶n anythiÐ ¯ eìeÂÅa=t 
¡3 L
y Lippard useC †h–s SÌ¦ation iê a‰«PËtoIte yx“Ad RÎin…arst’s r9)3oˆpŽ¼Ï"veÖc—˜;<U•ueFHJaÖua�y, '967
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n5|Arthu‰ RÌñoØeRWƒÀour¥IÐtÂÝeww¡” Arts MÀ Ø�E|eçe´áçary,×196<)  Û!16 ¨:mTerry'Ajâ�son
Ïointe2 LutOj“ hý ‡Ntrod²Ütion ™•Ôrt-”angèage (VÈi.•1, oc„1),e$he CuÞŠs-»Qnever q�Þst110onedÑim–alt had Úor±hoš°gLíalœchañactri!
ticž,¡buµ5 �i–“ ones iŸ p1iï¹i1�:wÍre Ñccep„;/kL æc,17ÓWh0¾ P}¤)oneç“b]ú�È aS7avi}�öeÄis'Çó ï�yi(g a *¦ght ôho"Ÿïf¤) ‡f¨h×  as 
‰eácoulV[àstgovtÆwaËhjrdùa€Ì^s_r¥ €¯ xe/ tGe ¡oodsTƒoR consid»rXbŽë Sesp.ñLÆ isÒ’à Bb‚:ång” ån<t\ô=ª.H{ NÔ…
Db`iƒþz˜nÑiFla);n’s “Ûtivit7 “g ‰n 110rtx§t  
Jã8ÀÔ 
« -ße÷, Languageê „r/tC,-azduLog-4 (Nw rk:ÑDo·Ÿr P·b�i atÏons)C p. 78  
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V2ž AÆiRe§nh|rWt×É ‹+¬?o¨pe§tiv… c¼ta²gueÛ(éew»säðÐ‚eu²§
JaDuOšÀ, d967ó writÞenÒ! Lucy†Ädcáa‡dÍ p. 1kÝÏ
h2Ë ¨tUieŽpoet¦y’s usn4¾f com±]nNlang[:oe ã' ‰tt¨m'tÑºo’Ø¤y thó!uÞVayable ïhµ‘‘iskproblÊmˆGic, n¿Ô÷Ky ®åer“nt×problÃr€i¹¼husT of 
ã¦nTuÖge wi}rÄn the cÉ4X¶9toi¼¡rtÜT2è IÎoniŸawy, ÌaØy 
f
ûh
Kícêy ™h¯mselves “¬“øceLtuÐ€ Pwwts.& MÄch=xf th×|€w?!Šòisbve�FTIimÝìarût§PWdlµeó“de Maria5s Èoœk a�] é“isóis n
tñcoincid#ntj§;.d‰MariF’s w”rk]funct‡ons as 110Íkind of “objecb” äûetrCS and hV7in¬Jg®i÷s9arU ¾ùryýpoetic…
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 A�T FTðd
º51LSØ·HBÿd1òK9<ƒ Josßh ²==ut`  P0rtG1Ä 
S The Ôact!hat it Øa\ recenºl˜ becoEL¡µa7^iúnab<e forž4·yFiÙis22 Èhemselve* fo beŒsyAZ�¼he�icÿ+Qwar’ÀrelÃgion¬§
. .©m!rkÀ†thmˆ5hz™ó%š�[®’|own lkcÛ-9n|confideèceøx&cUhe valiVi.  f±òhei# h-Äo³©eseê< w%ich@cs aIreLc°ion oQ chi' 
parœ€òrô‚ÔhH antirÍ¯igóous dogmaEisÉ of Âðniteenthvcenuêy sÖie
iÙ—ó, a˜¤‰a—Íat raÇ ou;9om« ož tÍMt
iÜ°ª t°roug§óhich pys#c‰Ìas juÁË pÄAa,>.Ò–A. J. Ay£r.‰. . .¾oFce one hasöunderu|.od 8heÂTrctaTu`-à\eŒe $ill Mýânoãt…mptatp'n 
i/concerë Ænese>f anâÄ)¿í with •ilÄño/{,î‹hš¥U isxúe+theÿ empi!i³al?lýke sciÎnzÒ n~r ¹a_tolMæical like mµ“hepÑ°âc#é oH´wÆll, like W|
ttces§ein¨mH#¯Àô ÷UaÀTo p#loj¹Ìhƒ, whi{÷=ìastþv/nti‹!aFy uneþstod, is r[ed in¦otu1êo.  
–J. OŒ ðrÞ%)n‹ 
Trªdit™oÈa~ <h�loß“7hË, •lmos^ Ey defÖ(itÀønNZhas(Qo)cfrÀ-d Úte1f âith ^h] u¬sûlðc�Theünea‘lÖ ‘^clusibe !ocu
oîðHhe sa(d ²ä –w´ÜûTeaE-{enÃ*ûî4¾ÖalytiËÜl lÒng¤ist¬cBB‚Çý³Ío”hers¼bØ tÏe sharSføûoRtetion tT.9E:he÷ê0aid ±s u§sai4 ¤eÁaM²e 
it isSu¯-aµXbO¿: regelia¼É Milo&opnyš#<FeÂsen+e!ùnTthŒñ
èŸteeÊth9æew#&rò anîm�qt›have b‹enÍ¥ooÓ]Žng to a
Õe�ªu¤W‡th } w°s b[ÌBl
 Ö¹Œtðn¼ .verÞ�umh, tbÂ ¬Ïlight³n°en'? and KCnE.1óøeÂl¶sphÀloÏophy¹wß‰ýalýo 
a�ùblù Üf gVvûngµco\§r fo œdCf³èsÉ6ofkœelžgiiu^ elieÉ', s4pplbinGHa^ \ltc»°Œªä¤e to Newt¸ni.G àc§aéiÂs, and‹fit ing iï–B³ tjµ¹gºo:th 
of/hi©toryÈ¤s a Vihciplšne,iDsw±lþ©s ac^eÏtin DarwiniŸn bi110¨CÇy.Ú óea•pÖabe=óto giXe a-‘ac¹vï°a¢še ‘esI˜utioš tL t?
ecoìþlñctbÿñwee¤th‹o!D<y and scie§ce, asÄwell ™`øÀ±e r�Öut¤of He¦eBHÓ i©flue9ie ³asbeen tQòt¥àUÉPü
ü majorèt´ÎofQcÖîtmpra3« Ìh$ltGp†ers [re ¨eaR y�l¸�le ˜oreýthanêhžs“”r



s 'f pilos)’p,hLebYariaAs º�ûhe Tru65,K+o T sp>a§. n“�bginx to etktheâimpr•ôxô‘athaŒ8¢e-e N_sÞno?
ng ore to báØsa~(”AŽd ¢`rt\inly if oÉ[ reilbzesçeò˜iöôlLö|¤in» f W½Ø–sÊin’s 7hinkdug,ÑaÔîx¬1eËtîinkiT* nntœuÈFcedË•y%hmáð¶¢ fôr 
hifE ‘C<;tinen˜•l”&pZio5opry neeu nÀö ée†-óusly •e co�iAerRdÜ111ere.ù I× th@rá a re—¿onUf·r th& “"n¬ïal¡tyÁ ¯f /‚i�÷ophy in^sur )C—q? 
ü†×aRs ñ·‹ cJn _e  ns¿÷red ‘êiµaok·ng;int÷ ‚îX—Fi›fRr$nceubýt¼een ošr †i¼e9a~d oheîHe»*ur§es§¤ÞeäÉd”ng¢°sù{IÚ túe [a” mPÔ’  c)
[cluÐio ÆÙíutSthe;woLd wkYe$bfseú on þh{÷vnTorß°ion Þe¶haXêÐbèut 
 i†ŽÑô^ spec©fgÀa€ly

i:×�vï5XempŒecisNï  ÀOn gj<
raKly ŸdkTth� rCtion…TiàäOØ Ofte[ iâ fact=  à[lgûejesãbe±we4¾ sÊienc@^nd ði�owp<y ^adw?o gÁe~t tôa� scie.ÄstÏ`and philds@phŠr
¢wŸeú3nÇšünd t»eÃs2ãe crs9‰.(In fat, fr¹m Ole6timƒ¥ oSK§¶ales, nËic×r†‹i Héraclitus, and A111istotDe to Des9a[˜e‰ and Leµ5�i.z,
$ßhM gr#a§g=aiYÚ in  hiT
soph
 weee oft[n gre&t¬$ameO $n -�ianc as well{#| Th'tðtÏe ÑÖl¸ ¬ÂòB=õceiàed byÁwenf£Ðth-etâÇ111ºÎc?nM©e§àsÔa vËtlëŒdif=

ýenthone å> phe>oìm of ¯tj preÍ¹dingÒc£nt¤rBÍnoÅc ôot berprovtd hZ¨e. »sâtõpoãV‰EleN Tµe, tïatfiÔ#¶•(ectma¦ •ð learn-
dú\o ãuc"r nd hDs ÂYn‹elli™ence” iâ mu–h,œ«hat aeøÄènÆ²ºúO³ievÐ7ºhe ‰•asvnæn‹ o4 tradƒtinA ‹philo opõyv@ThaÞ 
pemhaöï he›õ²oóŠUt‰žúmuüš a‹ou$d!Üe½‰o}lÁ §�Òmßke0ãh¶e k›nds3oû ÔcuzionsK Af T½ JampÈFJYans•Ó=s�étaMZi¬u ‡ N 
~pn¡p§&Ð‹sNp•y h�sÂav¤il8d å¢|clf ofthe Ô¿sœlt]zofNscµÓn ¤, t hasAn—t Ëe¤náb3NjotèwAng tôÂ aÃ’(ôct µahematcï 
des¼ÜiÄdConk8fhtha Úaè×ern oZ eòents,butâybgrrowrn4 8hethen cur nÍ piõto/ %l desîôiption,¡f t]<sÝpattern;E¹œus iÎ hX¹ n¡` apHrL?
riate- crtajn k_owledgŸ 
ut +on[ectureB À
T9¼ì#á|?¦ject‚res weº  oftõå Lo`Ü enoÓÍh¹3·ÇªY/ m>@eKizeü wordwru‹'Áot, as wyanÏw knowÌ¥Tor;thse ˆátÄ§ò`P‘r¢c111s®Us¯of øazZre 
which co
/ro9 t¡¢ $‹£peniºÜs 
¶ hDƒmÎÃ-sÄzedwC@ELd,7 nd®brúcÁus‰šea»äC[ tŸ the tráe›na/LreµN ¦e äi˜y�5$ ¥& c=ntiues� ONe c�ns~qÌen¡e CfÌ="K is 
thåÎÊ¶h[ saûjar~¹pKilosoÄhic°j disc?ss¸on¥|Ný¥m¸Ùy¾@robÝems,Lsucˆùs’hosc oí Ûau/alºÑì ayX free äillJþroNïmLter
aKisLrr mNntalis, €e ‚asÕd o…‚aOæntêr|reîatFnå �` ¥s… |AtÿŽrn o\eventsâh6c½ is¼¤o lónge`t¥n<bl·¨ ^hz scÞ=ç¤ificF©ðsi/ 
öff111heÖ¼ÁoldQÚÓÙsc—s7iç$ïeå´srbHeØ
¼UghXB
a|ay, ad wó=htðe6rØÉšÇÓÅ(earÌñÉe hJve …one®,²—Lh¡ õrgÇ„ent .«.g6 =Wm  %eætie’h c²„tKr¡ b*9Ç�t in ½ t2]B«tET
 couí-µQef€alled èthe eTd"yfópŽCl[sWphy`aVd Þhe bÇg+l´7Ò� ¦Ý Gv¢£
#žI±a‰]öo ØÌan˜õhañ� ÒÙ course,ä%tictlycspea"j„, bu3 ´at¸er a/®tåà ¡ße\>Ýnc~”Æxf theÉ-×tatin.N{¢hÄa7¿åy l«„gÄistˆc [hiþosoph csn 
SG `"n_idef7Ï the hÌij ÞoÖempi‚111£im, 
ut üÜ’àa pi}—sophy “n on" ëeVr.7ƒAnd t:/re ðs ercaDnlrÑa& “arjnhând5tion êÙ ‡rt'pRel1115i¶g¤DUch ¨p,9but ¡s otžerHfun˜õáo111óo 
£re{st‡s-o-be a=4ˆso:p]ohzÃnce{mtýatŒt¡%abioiæÒ äo <¸B§tiŽL cÄû„r–y¬-j Fct UÁ¤i\s t œŽÐg c+ndi¶®‘n^soödraóticalíÛ Úqaw A�2s 
onW9ámi0¤all® a×t…8pþnfn  mecƒ;õasíic -+…s§ is th> a connection beÑ1e[nàp"qfobophy s “‰?d©ng”±aäd˜aÑÏPòõ§óåŠ7¥n¨ÐgH” but w 
dontî‹nwÓt·iŸ¾#ccŸrenhá ,ûtŠrÑlyÇc-.nc÷dÆnWülƒþThough tñÑúSÌm¯Óeï‰oa± 111ay>be reêponsÛbûò orýbot= 
occuyeeuces, thÜôÙØnnûZ±io”®isym‰deby †î éÃbµþngt§‚ al upPto ana¢µze artusÒ‹uncsÜ“n aÔd suØsequÔ¢ty9itsµvi§biLi ¶ÿ An¯ I 
doÆsÌé)oÙenanle¨ters o uŽ eÉs±´nl-t<e¼ryasÄ£inÔ¹of¨Žø–111and,fby8Ú“tInion,CoBeÄ a²tists’ € arÑD ] oellw@o×pr\vid� 7 plƒ]er 
unŠers”and³Ngÿof he  eröß
øn]e_]uÏl aktë£–±
7
Gp\fjNýT?ON ™F A«T 
ƒ_\›ðÈ main!q11äu¸cat¤onF\to tˆe X¡Àer posÏ ñmn ofp‹iÓtimg isA¯€• a©vDn‹Øs in Žrt arI cerÉ2ÎnÊy(ëo* alìañsÎµdrÐaö nes.õ–
Do•[ll„@ùdd 1Ÿ&) 1‰
Half:7 £Kr>)‘fŸt6e!best n×Üwmrk in th� lás.£foä yeaAs[hYîòb¯en—ne@U|5r ²ai+§inŒÿno� sQñl-tureKW–Diald Judd (19ù5)  
Everô:hïng ÷cuVptþr£Táýs, m:¢Šoçk doesný=
Š
%Dona¹d¾Judd2¨19ˆ·¿ 
,¤¸
id™a=becomÕs a mÆci¹etèÈt ãkes the a~l1M–SGtw"�Witt‰-1965)ÂThe one·tin. tV sdy about#A^tÛis that\¾t is †neU£hi1gÉ Art is at-
a‡Krt1and evGÅyziŸg elÍù is ïíeythingŒÛÓse.kr®Lasß³rtŽÁsÓn;hing $³t#artË2
?A-t¨is¿notÂwh t Ôs no¡ a¸=.ô–A: Æ¶in¨ardtû(396d) Ü
Ž˜? weani+Ä üs Ïhe s
†<Wi¤<gens¬ein  šäámo)e fn~7‡on¼lxapp§Éach �oDthe ‘tu©y of côTdepts has =/nQeÜ toXrep+a™e üÜIhÿt‰od fiRtrjspeVt¨4£. InnteaŠ 
of aÒtemptångxtO gra0Á 4r desqriÚ concep�MÐBarD, sØÊto spea
é th� lsºcuo�ÎBis£Å@nv¶!ç©ga$bs tdU£wi6 in 
(ich Å‡2Ë©fuÛŽioW asÚin4rud
Ú»tsÞinÒ_elieÇ§ a(d {n©Þ“ÿ\™Ñt¨  ¿111–ÏÏin™ M¶ Cwp1  
Me;œ*)pXDa‚wÃ³s a W¨e„plos�EiT‹3à… functloP�‰^‚–Œ†ûSeËeqÉted#  
, s� tle ÑubÎ¬–ú matBa‡‚f {Iqcepü[Þleinv[s $gaFiÆnÀ is E—ïŠmea‚i“gZ« ùer‡›nx§o‰éI d exp§UÛsions
– a´ ÂŸ}ÌtŸëthI.g7 an"Õ®tPLofºYùfa�× thñm}ælvesIabouý whichí¢e talk,whea using
†hsYœw:ëþµ ï9d‰e–7r(s o]! HK
GG.½õ VynÚX-†gN F
TßiÙkiòg¥ia ra%úc/ily metap2:riÇm8LG:ÖaR™ byan+ÎogM is iÙ2 on t~t enL L111w or Ž.i-�ip¯e, its cóusFl Gex3sÉ�si³¤Ì mearÙnúÉÈy
ari
eZ thrªÉg5 ae—au³al c¾texts qy whâh ¯fŽ~g!smœ>IÛ=+r Ákõs Ihe plaÔe of an�in%¤a‰cM of|aûsP>t. T¾¹™ÉvnkDf 
ñhinB isÎ²µÔaëå-t !@  á a T©rt (;s k üu&h anGÝVuch)82n"„thae Öasd binds Kn (o¨en " ‚` mndi7guiZeó hhe a•(lÖgÝ, 
ühÓ4öaraCêØl,Ät\eómetap.çÌ c ‹¨pplÐ‹¢Ñ grÌIny or _rasî oK *r.w²9y wIih l–þv Hhe miŒn ™aPƒò -Gld.ãIt@t´ke—)no Óolç i, túreÕij 
Æorhing f»µit ˆoFh
u from“ f¶!¬³+v thOnuingtis lheÊhÜul, ?he atØaction ofýl„ke¼  
]:I. ¦. =ic}Ÿrdsê 



ÂIË t»is ™”ätðon (…w™llØds[112sç the teµaaaM¢112netwe(Öe�t¼ÐuÍ– a·d krïN€~onsid?ä‡²r1efly fn4õal*¼t 5rt ,e¾aRáp „î�i” ÇÏ&eOdiGg 
wrp|ÿe"tPofû
he ideò of aeñthÁtics as art÷| and asÿÙÕFïtÈa+ 1t 6 ½aÜog-usA õ øn?#n0ytùc ‚roíoôiti©$
 an. ü%aÎ itæis ºr”’s`ex÷àtence DÉ E tauÒf~o¬k ghat¥ºnkbTs �rt tš Ñmanž4loFf” Sro p¿lþvopqiÅal 'rŒ&Úmp*in,112{
@ _Ó ØI—It is neÚsRary ¬ošžpšratë‘ašs7hàt)cRìMrym 112rt ec®ue²%?s£heics Áeaµ' /ß2 Gpêµ onu dn†íO§cept‰on of Oe 
wx£Qd inÿenerl0 Cn�thÖ Kast n> op 3,Àõ½)+}BŒÑgs‹oÇ—ârt’h funcãiVa w›w}üt: ?aluÁ as 
e]D¯aÂi“n. Âu any‚Kra“RQäf !hï¤o—qpvÃ tha dealtwxthý“bea“tô” and thus
tasi¤, w�s°iPeviTËbly ûuúyb,u>4 þ+ Bis7usÖ arU0a$~wel
  |
Out—7f thjs “hæbï”[grù the no,ionDta }t<ereâwasPa co;cî¯íÏhlZBon112ectibn beÌw3pn &riÔaã §ðsthÎÿÌcs, whic0–is ¥o
tru‡Ò0Ö#i, i´ea nä†år g?Á¦ôcalºy°coödict€C¼w!h ørtsticAc(nÀideratŸo‘s :eÿ§r*Â�*e^tv¾ÉmE, ooÀ ánl€fe&¨use ”hµmor—Œol�gical 
ØhaÔuøÎerisjà…s pfÅ‹Ž¤ peretužtd¾€�he c�nü6nuitô Óë thië errÎrŠ butýaªwö>l,û,cäse]t:e¯a£pa¥xtVotye§b“f[ncti±ÿs”Ëo_ artþ(2epic+iñ¬ 
ofÂrelSVi:6sÔthûfes, eorthaiîÚ»e oW¸a `scoÃ·a£Ã, detæiœiÃŽ oœ arÚhŽtectur¶á et@Ú) Œs¼›�art #o¯‰7v-r ŽpøÖ¦t  Ó3Bhen oNje<t rï 
’r¤ÿentÚ�øvßth&n 1h²ƒcÁtGxðYo3ù%t (ÍDdÓ´itµKËÜn¿entŽ objVct4 alê8 have’¼eÄu se:) ‰hey a¶e§›½ eÛiK112b”  #…rEa8
tÎtcc”nlidç‡ýtiônc&g ace a£y÷Ðbje˜êˆ  thÆžw™(ld, an¶Ïanùa¸sþØ‘ti¼ Wìá
d.raˆÁ'n ™¬ a˜ oÔje˜teaiøtiï)ÓoÓ 1h¢ realã of�a•µ ôans thõ·ûÞ$öµob¤ect’Ÿ T!5’3e y” :[ funZtî8iÃd in¤a· rt Ðonteàe îs iÇ¼zÜµvant >o 
tµe]e"st&z™ic‡�udYme†t2 
�The rel«Í‹²n¶of£a£s¤heti‰s tí=art ~s notÖunl¤ke �hatho- .etYeÊ:cs·o »rcÃ]tecture©þnü–{tnachite urn has a v=©y[sÙeåfcïL[ncion!Dn 
hßw7“good”<ts dõsign is i; prim|ril{ ƒÕaDd tn&hoI wellitp{-rf"rbl åtsfun
tB€n. Th’-; judÓme©t’ %nfwhat¸it —ook Eike ô[rres�ond t” 4fDeµÂanôòºk ÔMn ¾eeÇt”atÜ
hÁorgho¯ý«5istÏvy™di66e{ent )amôlLs ofºarH3itec’ore aÍH2ÿraœ\ed aÁ diffe2ešb‹ÞiLâs d3en
ön/ on tx¹ aeÅýàWtics çfãaûtYclîr �Kochsœ }æsthetiS ,hQykin¼¥ha·å·‘nXonç s) fFÉ aW to Èake³½L×»…[äs ˜f µ
§hivecture noF|reïWtàdRto “Ûr±”IŽt‰a¶l, workÉMf QJôŒ (�¼sel�esÚ(¡„gD& th  hyrÝmidÆžÁf EgGp1— É
AaÝtÌei�ùî·Ús<deKa ignH Òke Ändeed�aýUays xt înHo„b to #nÿoSj ct’s funØhii² or �u¬C�oO-toi3e”UleÜof›cVøGse,«tha™ }bjæ?
t’s rXs5n7to-bPLi-„>tricgYy ¼e>thú<ˆc. ’ðEeamplƒ oÞ Ü pôr±ly a²}th6tic#o�jqcœbi s dûcorat±vì [b4eCt, ¯„r E³Ÿratiû)zÛ pÙùmžrH 
funcŒi:n7ÿZ“to ýdâ somet'ing q‰, sÞ as tçií�ke ƒo”eÇapllact
he; ˆdo®ž;éo“n÷menÌ,”1ã a¼d this rÆÎltes dørectl}÷tõ�a`'ö  
AndôtFiÚ $e@S! ßs øªecÌ§y tV “forxÒ|ist”gLr™ and c iŸiË•¤m¸11 ForÎalis�ºùä á-ai>ting„an ¶ Êu‰¦Þe) isthe v@ngu;”À oÎ

dxoration, anï, sòrictïy s�²7iâg, onÿÉcoÄldÕle”²on´ž„&A~ssevgt~at its aU9 c,ndition ¾s¸_Ö minim* D™Lýxfor all•fu÷ct—
œnal>pRîp©seEiË ™s not Jqt a allÜªbuÍ pže 3èe¹cisesWiÒ ¦›sthetec›/ rbüve alç^thÞgs ClŒmen† Gr †nbrz ˆ$ the112›ižic±�f ‰as‘e. 
’ehQ«¥ÀÖvery cÅe oè ði• dnczwins is ¤ aeÄtÝntiÁ¶ÓudgmežoM'wit† tÏoseNjudgmÒn˜sÚr¢fÿeftnngPhis3tas112e Ì
éNndÅwhÔtøwµes h•ßŠtus/Æ²òe½lecìe¬Th,«"eÎio<U¸ekgre¤�³© inba a c)Øti¡¿ tme$pDýioû ¥§eal,;fr hâŠÞ the iftôeà.ëÀ k¥w el×e Êan 
èêeaúco¯nt¤V½r, Yi¿en »isÒÐh™o>}äÆ �ôif ¡hey dv~ a~y l“šic 1o th~m‰Û Wll 4±éis�disi8te¤es÷ in ørénk S*e la, ÍdßRein¥a7’t,þ~d 
ÈthÕrs7ay;l$c„EReå—o ‘]s ðis©ü’þcÊ
s¤ÀPNe? Isv÷t ºs°gÃe is “. . . baxcalll F‡]¤Yaòhetcdoç øerso$aûl.ne#äörôent¤÷l ÞEEuÄds8?35Or¢ igÝo4hQrLwSrd, ¨the+r wo{I§d?
esn’Õ¦it h} tas•
?” Ëu  ¸n the¯p(léë‘
h3c t„bula r×äa3 art, i˜ sLmeožeŒTal s �"_art,” aê þonê�W�d÷]¡s caÞd½ “Êts aU?�”ri\ve\ gñ™™`½åoÃ<alistDpaiLtinµZand_sc›lCture àaŒ 
be g<0ntedó�& *çSçGü%a”tyon, but².4ö¤ ±ö vú�tÎe Ô×dt-e¾
Špre tntario–Äin¬t§rmü of�™h�ir µrt "dea (c«”3,ÐaDreZtanguŸˆas¿apÔå c n–ûsãsIr´cÊe�ÃoœerîoodeêRsÖòpirns hn�Kswained 
w÷th Pch a}lE„dh cÂlñr:Í§usU-gTWhch andùsuchø#orm112, giv˜ná˜sUcH!ndìsuð� avWsu}€ exÛerie™e> ¢tc.yô ”f �ni lfo¦[:tÛoÇtmpor!rÑ {t 
in this  ug( Wnô ¥ŒaZ¾"esGah“ mi¬im�l=ºr„ˆýiµe efOtrt3töTen‡1n th�ü
art4o³è� QPaôistbgrñisös spJciÌica½l6º and Mll pa�ne@2‰als XPò1ptormŠw¶‰k—n1 as`su&Æ ÍU†—y)Ôqen‰rally* 
112‘i] bC¯Q”sÖus to¾¾heMea†â•atmžµ Óhatìf�raJËêt×a¿ý ónd c;itiT¤gm(pccep)s a
†, ded˜+tiÖn f m-d one tha  exists&sÌlRly .n mBrphol™gica; gN(En|s.ßz¯
lÎ ŠÌvasŸ âuanV3à� of simladgÑáking¾o
jº¯ts crXimÒ©es (¸r visHally rÌl[Lem ob/ec±s -r.Žm4Püsµ may ÍeeÙ¨t2 0�Çe…ateÞÂo› »XnnGLted) becauûñ³’° �;siìilait³'o6 
visu«~±þxèerõeŒti?lŒeadi˜Ï’§”¤Bne¿cÆÒnoq cqaW< 4ìomát,iË úS&a°tØstic o( éon3§p4ua² ret!âHsh7p×ì§   †„³'Th7 Xunci×n oñQkrt,  
äs a nuestîo0,Twax eöst …aM;112d >yçóaØc$Úü8c;aèp§ Rnfacê i·is M0r$el guc§amp wÆo* ®eÖan cr9ditM_tt`gä‚µn'‚ó¦¯…i-s 
oÑ`identyty.O(One c|n ¤rt«Hnly T~W a ,ndÉnc towa$ô“tìiseñû2i#eQti¤c„tionoqaŠ¶t eé~ánZngó¸itY Ma€µtéand C{zan‹åÁtš:ou112h fo 
C5ði”møjÒ ·;¹Öéhvir üo@ks arS ˜i/�d anb am�iguo¢ ‘yÃ×om)ari|ì« wi3h D¥ÃŠYê’s.) “òpder–L�aFt aÏdÂe work be÷ore ^Ò$�eL 
ó2”öctedvcy±vurtue o� t`€irâàor
h¾log¹ð A˜othe¬ wa\Êÿf[ÍÌtting¥itw”uld be t at �ršÁs“�»nguügË”Uremaine¤çthAûs°m, ?uH i‘ was s(yi>g new hings. She e0I’SÈthÈt ma|
è˜c€nceivabtÒ de iÉt9uzation [Mat<wt wa` ßvs´ibl¨{œoö¯soeak ÊnZtherå"nguagR”¸nd ¶tiêàëmMeåaense in ažr w»W¼Ma~cel(Ducßmp’i 
fyrs<ìunZsÃIst:| Ù:adimale O!
Išth©
heðuna sistedR\GdÚ
¶cdek ürtÝ&h4ge„ ?t! focunÀ1romAtheQfoGm ofthÊlaòÔu½¯e2t$ wh‚tï:as beuY( -ðBd.7?hÖc meaÑsÀthat iyÁØhanÁ“d  h˜¤nPtUreÿof at 
fº—m_2³¡uµsaio~ oy-ôožph™log£ o a qÙention oh �uàcæ€anû T�i' chajá I oSe¥zroÑu“g¿0
*r�n¥e¦ €o “
ogc"|tion” –ˆ‡s ¢h5 b9ïnâi|g of “õÝÕrn” ™¨ €nd Œhe 112íìn
Xng jf ÈonceptRÉl¥arÚ8 A~…‚a&Æ Ïaš/eiÚ
c€a©‹éisç±oncšpÆJaÝ žinÌatuÿª¥ Ùc©
,eMaIº`’Æly`V.ˆstsŒconepäu‡üly ‡ÇãEhe ×vèWue”\¹f�pôr¨¥X�a§ïant[tP afÛer Dgchµmp³an ‹âwweihed !coùúng hë how m8ch 
tÒe>µmueKT#oþed¦hz n
tôreˆ#  art@’whEch ƒs an‚t¸r uay of s‰y\©—Ý“w4WÚ th: a¤ˆeû t¶ theØcB‚112Ðp<iÉÇ äfŸartŒ o® whav 
asn…t sre beorº t*ey starí dp ¨rtist¤€Muesthon tÇþvn*tF÷e oIèa�Ý¤Ñ prsŸnµinw Çe5 pr#psltions a¸×A< •rt¼sfnz§ure.1A%X 
to$do$thisƒon{ücadnot concrrn oões(lÄ wi¤h tpYhandåÜ-d(Dn Ílanƒuake”of 3r�ditiî‰a±7ar½, s;rh+>‹at"Itx is ™a¨eddoMßthe 
WssumÏëeonÑWh‰t¥þÐ+¥e ¤®112o@Fy one wÅ-ùo¿¤œramÃJg 6t{2r6FžÇit¾
Fs. BÛt the·vDry stuff » artói² indRedbg"ea)l\ òËa>ed2toïŸcrea_¬Fg” n!w pLo‚os=š:nW  
T�Lc?8e —Â òDNenÁUÎŒj – 
=wticRlÄmÉ§œ¸A€refµ7�nceÞtÐ DuÏ›amp 0w^hat obje·ÖÖ}ofartIosuch }Qtée H'aÅy6maV5s,Èyf �ovCn  Œ�¤ Sll a' is `mp€Ë�D in 
thi‡JF9re jÞdge



a. obj>d³ÑjlrtªßnëlÑ€er&ye<rÌ‘a{dmth&Ôaètists’ in¼eotios ¢ecom� 
Å(emÂv™qt.+lZch
Ðnÿartm{n�uisÕÇe cÐ:e #f‘ãApr¯%onãe1ved not^Óò¢r:eru}†û£ogeðheš n4i §à‡e½sa¹ilñrelaöed aQtsÖ ThÂ
�nt

s t!iÅ:¹«&st�et¯s, a  �p=-aMepo�ntÔd oÒ',3”re;onœ£pßu¤—lÖ~Í#re0Uani tÆ üÌ-  
�TÂð, k•H hysCc@lU§h_>g6ca™ bßcÔ Ï obj°t d(�¦të thó¤öis zÞ—$èy, cn îe šonsidšrÞ ÏcZsteÓu§, aest@ tiëallyŽ›¾easÛng, 
etc."But this as nob_rn” 1nàShekŸbect’s‹9pplic ion to “n °rt onÕextÕ  žòDŽ
s, iôîuÄc¤iÈ.ingeiŽ E‘,rñ Áö†tãœtÙ&(aãg·0!i) aÛ%£lecÒor t@ªÚs a§pai`³iÈg, at“‡cheí 'egs, and©u;e% ¼Æ ÜM Ö'n·nông]taùlbbiØãs 
ï(4)ct uÅrilat¿dII- art o² `h.rtiD»bec�us,É4s…aÚtý tha w §á’Ò?tæe;artcaX’sinte²tiok.Hƒz¯Gis ô~€iojÃ Üøe°Ét°aœU¢�r`Zl³sþ 
c-Stµ))m’sSre6iÃnce ãn ëorõhoƒ:gØA¤ýa"sº–¿ds“ar l„w‰e& a4©=aÁ towCrdìêh§ moÍphIlogçÀof tr¯diŠiona=eSßów ApUEi=thiö 
:ems tD.iÜ cri»iùšsm BsÉÁ!tOú²lted ‚n h “scieûC·f‡cçÔetµÂï” Ú’ ny±�· o\ ô�{iä Þsm Ías Mipha) ŽFJØd,6�iDÒñ‹iì GetaRŒeµ 
d™sÁriptions `f paitingC'and otøðr Óschalaë¶j”„ºar‘hÌrnalÆa wouNz w–ût�œs ™®belÂeve).÷FodmaÞˆst fritc^sm is â ere Æai an 
aÄal›si^äÞÔþ¤hã ÁhyÑic„Š˜a tTib÷tQs‹áÕ ømrz˜c`õ —oà$ùSts %±¦t h(pp7n t–Äexit i1çaum®Bp(ol‹gáal cõnØŽx-  ent 
ùÔòs¤o¥n’t¶mdLÂany k@owledFº (bÕáZacts÷ Zo ourÌuh¶rs2úIýing ìf the‰1ature or f3
c–iong<f¤aòa½ <nfÛæÐiªhbr do¢6©iƒ2kîm¶enš on£whetªer Zr éot ‚xeqÓÅjecŸqyanalyzedxÆHževerè
<rks$#º ÓrW,ti< Nh‹t—forïalist Hritiâs olway¥ ¨yˆasÇthe  on1Œp�uHl egueät in woÉks of aî5.áxacµ€¹ wh� they#do’t¶�oõent�on tû cohcZD—
Gal IlLïbt Pn$¤oV�s�f¥¾Ft i¡ prucisltSÙº’au�¤¼formgóist»ar‰ is Ón†ž a9tE!• vi�tue í� i«
es
m^l/ÒŽe toá¿ar
GeÐ 6ñrísä œÃaˆ. ¹t’sa TindlÇOs art Orzas+LuÂQ LipÏard ¤Û slccinStlbcdÏscric‡ &Sˆ‡s O¬LtÝzm’sPDêinrvgs:rÇhs’r8 §is½® 
M)113lk.514 �ArmalXøücri;icsžandÁór8i-tsóalSÝÌ do-nCS †ußÉzi™ÿ¶ !e Éatuÿe of aštPübât a�rI-haôö waid eU
eNherÜJ BerÍg ÍnpaYÞiet n©w mxan tê questioÆ thvn´tu¸ of-Õrt. g_°ëe iç qiJAtio-ˆÇg »hj 
aùu³eÖo5œpÁintûŒg, ]n. J`nnot
Óeëq*e›on•| t7¯ ntgr{ oÆöaµ»ý Y¨¿a± 113ÁtRst 7¶j)tsLpa¦vtOng ½™r w‹upture) h«,�sacept¶ng the trad»t)oFvtÒaG goesÕñi×h×it O„-
l’‚ bef“usmátüeoËoÅd eaE¬ésdgeãíåa«aßd t@%oÅÃ Œ,o_ting'iá¡peÇiôiÙŸ ¼¶i–ungQÊ© kiI´©oá 113mt2ƒ
ðêw yQÁ make¸aznÛin\Hr(o”aeYalre"dy a‚-eptiYgó(ÓotvŸ*±stQ/ni©g)Ôt¬è (a¥ure %f a{u. On' i³ éh0ä ac½e ting thß*ntur of 
Ìrtèto(¡e¤t©eá“r½ï¶Y ÕýaditHo†–of aT³Fin›inð-súulptìi [CÝotyky.15AT™¬ str|nge,t objecFµonson caE Ä«…¡t˜<instÙÁ moqËholoical justi¦c…
tM4Û for%#r†Újåionap a�t is thatÌ>hrIRŒlo—icþlnÍtÊo†s ,f*csõ úbod4œan iipled � prio‘Ö›cTnceðtÊoÿ ar113’s/p—ssibili
i¯K’ Aÿ… su,h è a§ƒiwr?:co„ó¼ptLof the9nsóu’e¨of¾aIœÙ;as 4`p±ateùÊr'JsanFl—tic·ll)¯fr|meÛVaràpr‰pãsition‰ o¶Û“wor°[” wh`choI 
wül{ ªs“’ss latH¯r maken it  inœred Tî3PiÛi: impos@ible to ques¶ižnth ¬Õtuûe Þ¬ art. †d N£is óuªsUi`žng�oßp¨he naSure "g ²>t\ÿd a 
¯ryi©poØtantÂ onc/4t 113n un~er‰taD–n113 RhtófunµtDon ˜âaÉt  v
ÿ  ñò y fnd¹wÁtúhol's ðrye forêõurh!mÅs+„ß¨ „ppl—es aW w}ƒ-÷o mos’bÉf çQe„arD£afëev h2.F¦|ÏotÄeI`w³']s‡>t6Ùvalue oÒ?±-,s� – ]
orGinÂv÷n{e–úÇs i›• iea Í1 $heßre�lm ofíar œ }ot t·¶øphD@i‚%Ù ¸r HÕC-aT qS(8iies ¯een²in a Éaecöfic pDin{–nò nr tTn
´parÂicuZqrizæiíˆ(-f$cert*+xcí›
Ês &Óý113Žes�ýwrætèeFe…colqus?¹nd ºhåes…are ÙheqatÜstlÔnguagÈ,”%n‘ ¯ts©mü™ningÔcoVc4pÿuaélMÞas art. TB lõn! €pon—
arLâb:xt “wasteÄwŒrk” nz'¾*¦Ÿéµtéi¬ LonsensicÙÇ|conc'pvaÐ[Ñ spe/Cing, as far™a3Gart isOcn$UrldÅ (k¤at \isual invox{a,iow tGat õ<µ 
T`ique inÂØub{s÷á‡ Ýþœguage has nowèbePn ˆençral’Ü absoøÒed EndHÞ.îþa 
o…˜tÈ  ÿš^tNþtheãÑay÷ån�ch÷cG ¢nã Teaò%`ŽtŠ pã%òti¤Q “(ing.áscic(ll€..\ß$.gØV´
hatra ðu£isQ pa€@ti2gÕmea©t exHe°im’nealyÊÂndÁcÖtceptïaÐêyü˜o¿†Óa¤ŽêGetñude St;…n,@is 
‘e×on®vurÏsp®>u‘Ò÷i^øÀbe}a‹Œe�toe Äam_A{:it¦g tIeã“uu•nt” sþme²hiQgØ�©fý‚®enÈd5han%it|7¦Ësˆnow.]) Û$eúênal
5‡1no— Šf•anHorg1naÿÛCubzstAp¬niSd is –CË Žulik�: i3 mùÆg Ô¤®gektŽ, =• orÉN¢nalUŒnu§prqp|by LÈ°dgBr‹n,~or TZe piritzof =t
Louis 
s×it €#sýe©^inCthÝ–SmithÏonMan gÕsqBtu9oä ‘
¿n~ee9u ÒusecÛs fiyl †sÂ ReÃ\ samT uÈJtin as the S³1øh¡on˜þ%‰nýÈitu6[ot – W0,CþlÖeGwould ‹hÔ#JeuÚde Pa°me wiqgÌos ¨·• 

oRvr vxhibtÏ CézSn“ôãø and¯Va> ¤Igh�sìp|ett®s=§s ¨A•udlP Ås they �o OhÊ)ü pailtnuÕ?¾ œc‘„Ÿ
 worŽµ û agþ ºre¢ittleoã?r tha± hi3‰oriÓal curiosiAieÿ.gAs ftr . art3is cü¡c˜rÍedVan GoghTs Yain+i{Ã| aDek’x wor£q¥ny morŸ th÷~S¡is 
{a6»öëeœWs.?ØheyfaÏe ‚t ßüÏllectoƒ’s ¸tm.ãÞ7VÌt ²`iJ‡s”˜throgknlue
ZÖAg )theE a_ts F ŒV exstLng a“ KãqÓhysical äeiàue ofÎaJ a[tist’s ÿde·Â The‘a4ŠÖthân dféeSent aœisth from ˆhe pasttaKe Öb«ou§¡t  
±°eõ Õgain isËbecùuse ÷oe •pecÄû1fˆðhÁÅr wor«íbec¦mes @us‘ÿle” M YivingáŒ«tist(. ä=t©Æere iÎAn° õtr{113h- aî ¶o
¶haƒ ar'Dis ÿeemŸ qite BérZaliƒd àò
Whqt Is theofuqòßiol¤o¥'årty oÞ tÕk ´aaur
‚o™ aºt~µI”–we contiWue�ó#r"ÕIalogy ¶f cŠ³førm¿ aCtîâ
wž ùs$e§M) art�sÞi5ngòþgŽ‘oneLcÇØŽreaàižtheº ’ªat  ¾orkòoG artá~s ø knd 1f Ðço-os‡t n pre1enŒed ¤ithip›F¹eÒëon%extÕUf art 
›ˆžšVc¨mmeWt QnÀar‚º WeIQ~nSÑhenŠæB fuÌther ó;Ä aÇa½yž±Ø[h typ�s of “ëropositÞ¨ëâ.( ÝíJd —e©’Æ evluatëSnæoÞòaÈtÅ 
d‹sPiÆctioH
b_t1
”X Ñnalytöc¸a¤[W
µþ'h3Yic«b� �r‚ulËt> Ès here:x“ Nprcoso¹ion rsòanalútÎc|w™)n i²vaŽ[ditƒódÝpen,sž�okeâ/on ª¥e·²˜fi§“i¦“¤«Åf ]h¨ ´ymbµ9·]Þt cƒnîa§n, %�Áì
‰�n†üetic(w¤e‹…itª vaÙi_ity ÇsydÐtermAn+d b÷ tÄ¡ fa®t©îf‰e[peµiLíe.”1J .he aÊalogk I wiá‘ TttÅmpç tÉ Æzke ½113þD¾í 
Uuqwœe¤Àth a†6xÜµnšœ‘on þsš t„ºco°ditÕon ofÚthe analyticðp]oposi\1ona >nít™mã they d¦ç’t Àp*@zi×â be~#elie able as Øth!³g;esy,  
or b
UaboBt anythiz ñot´r �hVnagt)Jthe for²s of]
rt �os§ lea(ivë113Ên6Ðlyvrefer©ble onˆy ñ¬ ar† h²veLbe5 orés clYsestßtou°nBë©%ca»m�ropo§žtioÀsçï�
™ïkks AŽÚ]rt ‹reÚý¥aJmt)c påopoÒi5i˜ŽyçGThat�¥s, ”f vie4eÅBwih]n the r›con‰ext XA aä× – he� provi˜�˜nù énf
rm”%þàn wý+tsÁüv<b bo¦tka:yH@attgr of 
¼ct. ö wVrÌ of a©Ýois j ta«toloºQ�innM¿[ it iŸ a ¤rese
a�Ÿon9of 2ke artûst’±9int«tio=,ÖthE[ is] hm isAÙ`y ng Ê`‘ hatwpprtiÂ(ªmÅÀTàk
cfÄØÛb¤ûñ�Nl^, chi+h me‘n£, n¬a ïkfim06iƒ o9 ‘rt.T�usÞÂthmt Ít is ært isStžÓe¬a pôPori (wÌic is wh9t Judd m113¡b  when÷ße st¨tas•t}~' 
“if someope c~ÞÑs i‘ arÞú¢it’s \rÄŽ) ;
IndPePt it isònˆarly¹im¤osçÛbl»!ÄŠ 



âÚ—ssb†rt ‚
 ,½neôal4DÑms w Ìoà„ta±kiÎg´in tauto<ogies – fûoÈ µ-tøemOì
tBâgóabpH Brp by†any±ïåhei
“–aô¢M�„t erely�toµ›ocu  „n tŸoth9yôpÑá ur q7&lÔty ‹¶the pro®osiÄiâ…à (h{]h is us�úllyb@releûaŽtÀto GÖe1114rworpNs 
“art�coêdition.”ROn¼¡6egins!no â)«l=zeºtga}Âart’õ .aXy‹„on„ition” iO§Ycos&eptáÈã Lte. ›ratÉtMH Xnng7a×¨forls tAat t�efart‡Þt 
fraæ¤†jhis ðõÄ®ositioGs•in aËe oste:©“‚ÿkvõte”ªodÃs o(jOanguages °s aµ  ÃevitÏ‡Z out_om¤†o µrŽs
fr+ndo‰ foO<ÎoríhØlSgfca; µÆnstrÎqtioøüh and^®CbfiQlow¾ fo÷¯ths ÚÈèÇÙLne øas tûObe fCÛiL&ar)úA¬žŽcoNte¿porary art 
to°äð9e"œùg_Ot‹abÆ%und¡rsÊ ²d it. LikewÕže >8e und<r×Kand# w¢ô¾t/€zjüaR ¨nOthe s§ree” isýintLlerµ7t o §rQis¥iý’¯rÁnd a±w
‰ys¨demºn
L {rtÀòn a Qr¶ditio%al “Ì£nguagl.+›}O,Y one BndBstanûow~y f{ m”liJt art §ells “©ikI¨Ø¤ t"Òrs.!ì¼'nÑ™ Znpa#Kti%gqÑnd s¯ÔÒp uÏeÁ('d 
the Èrtif's µll.speakò,he sa¡e languageFsha¤ais calleç’“Novelty’ýcW#‚bXdh, fñrmlist«7iˆ®o‘åÄI¶te0Pttþmptt; ÙinU ne �ý¯÷uagesm 
atthÑ$öE a\nÃD l‚Ôgag˜ doe'n’D nec‚s<¹rfly me9×…the fraJi´ê›ofàn¤e”à§Ãpo~i`åo@s: `‡gÈV
most R?ne{ic q|Gêe'ecronic aIt j
òA4nÏCew.ò´y Þf st¨tFng9 in rLp²iÆ to§arn wÔatˆAyerO&ssertûd@a»outÉthe ýƒalyt¼c ceth€d rº;¹¾e z—^ÀexÂ Ô¢¦„ang{cg ÒouÊÕ be 
tGÒ+<oosowing5 T�nLv`7idŸt¹ ê` aŒ�Ñs2icÁpRÖ0osi�¿¶¥Ä is æotÝí™pâden¹ «anyº«mpÚ ical} muchÚlesý°ny|
VesMhæticœp�esjp÷o;ktion aëout Ähe :ýtÂre Ù;tÒi’ès. For Å•È )r¸Å«
,™sçRn114a anystÔ is´n£/ éÞrettl@ rDnD4Ÿpeµ 
ith th± lfys“cal�ÀoåpŽtie# ±d thinûò‘ He is@co�5erged o†y5wi¬µ  9e wa '1e in thW
h ‰rt"is 3apa¾lmDšV concep/ualFŒrowth àndcþ2+ˆhowzC‘s±p²oµls˜]ioKs aeícÙpab¼e%1f¸…ÁgV&alla kïlloúinC+that gr-hW193Í   ½
 ·P$r• Expressio -m,5co¤Q<nmiugŸwth°ky�rösœ‚¬¢ms, coud ze_c6nsižeéRdÂ àuŽh8iAsse·tence114whcš ìæn”üöç
d„>f dÁfonßfrJt³¦e õJm§olÓøwou
d‹©otÚe°pressÎa?g(nuŸne propos™t+on.Èf¾ 7ou†dobÄ  meïe£Œjîculaíio’. n nOUÉayÎÉarachÍr¤jþËgitüat >ñ whic3 it�was\supposeÞ ªÔ 
re1×V.fÝxp1‰sHonËst#works!114e usu Á y jucÔ'“e¥¾c¯laNiòn&”*õâe+entŸd‡in t1Ì m²Nph†ßogi‹Ÿl jaÌ3uage of tra&iio¢a0 art
¾If PoKloch‚i��;Bpo}æ�tÀiP›{S buca)Ðe he pai~teB on loosežcanzas·:õ§ijfntå¼y)�ØÖt�  blM?Ë 
>haWãksnÈt 9ácwåšÔnt is t�a³h± k(t½ p114-Os1 dNiUpunds Ùker str¤Õc¡s,a³0ëÇunð ÁZnm Qa:al–el to vhe wÍ,!.a(‚ H!er¤wjÛdsÊ¨‚atzi> i 
1ortênt4ðªzârp¸ÚK‡whbt oneCbr§ngO toCiI, notÊo÷e’s ad¤Ÿií‰ oë wOat w>s ”re´fouÐ× e¼¨stxng›ú�W¾afRis N5Žn!�a«s«iúp#štantS’o 
Å%tVis …o]ôoükös Š®o©é oé GseIf-e#âre#ëiÑê”íea¿ûótho;úŠkinds b> èÌ€jŠctÚve »e»µings arNss‡j>s9-tÆBan÷One otÁOr thaM those 
¦nvoÔvedZSEt¬~Jim&pqr oï;114ly.×AdâtÐeir “spcfic” @uality¼putá;÷ùem outsi`e PÒ•ãrtä| cont•xt 1
ì“I dJ nŸÜnía¶e»Zr, RVch›’µ Serra¾sas, 
I áð en«egeQ<nCnyacti·Ætš;Èi xêm²5‚e aØtsy‘º caïl114iö aÄtaÌtßat’s§ºi¯ bÛsVíes°,œb £ØitÇ n
t up tÆ më#àŠ deci
e ‚až+ ThauÈs lÁgigured µ_t atÖ.” Äerra,×¸hJn,'_sNje/y €Ìch/awarÀ ð÷u�he impliujt¬ons Òf0ÀÍ© work.}If Serqà iÕŽin(…ed Üu¨t 
“figµring out§w×a a114 ÊoeV”'(gravitt$on¼çö/z ŠòºÔ*u”¼Õ¤õ eÊcƒ)s wh~±sÊÙu,<âanã6†e thŸ, Bf€ig=as art? ŸË;¾eüôo?mn’t tak tGe 
resåU…sžbiWity ofhit beÊ–g ”rtrwhg zan.µor™sÁGýl|? }i<�work cÁrt°ošyW¡pˆa²sStn Œe empricüþl7Ãve‰îf‰ blemYFadc0a+¹do, —~d b 
Þòdnfor, m;nyE\y|ical2Åctƒviÿhes‹hDnotseŽf¡thit does>!nythingöbït )šadŒuâ-intDìa-diÄßogu± aÑÌu¬wt©]�DvßuaeOœf artÂ©In a çen¨ 
 Õe? Xe*ûs“a‹p
ÀmÐtiÂe8 HepÞ;s na@idea móu% art. H@w i}fit tìÎnºth«(÷we,2noAåa ´µ[ÂÒis a/tivÔy”™ eëaBsHùhU has(òPQd ‘sÔô¾ùÿ? vr�ôbyhi% 
acçQod¦ ašteën“hie !ctÖvi0yW asƒtškenp#ace. Thªj ÍsÄ dy the¹fatt ýhaòý-e isìwifh ;�:eral ×L§eriÿüT «utÀã+8Ô phMhÚcal r¨jdueŽo8 
Js™c¦iv¼§% iº˜Éu'uì+(Ýn�¡sý|Ms 0hemátíçH¤t collLct¦fs – Ñ« aåÐWeÊhñ¬e ‹1nte†|Uˆt, Â¿âlectoŒsare irrsl{vañt ƒ:±he€“clddVtio¡ o•èa2t” 
„ù a•=oBkç  
£h8®'Pe ª*nieÂëšÀs áorý isRart ¢¦t plÞˆs the u�tis ?s mÜÿeßtµafájusD OrpaLad,xn Ø?›rañsQcretlH f
el® thç “Yr©,˜od” is rr©ved•aÅ em“irßc{llA. “ëÓ§I (ˆA¹Er has ssaQ(dæ kh#í¼áa³eynoñÀsol£t]Vy c³/Üaxòempi¦i§al ¾~ohoæiÖi!¦s½Iì is 
S²lc=&¾u$odowie•th˜ÑÃ�üce}p (n  
E‰piFic›M¨quËPpgCs 're ³ne n( áll £yÉo he?es, which m{y þ  onfim— <r di)cr8ditedÌ:n as xa×µs´nmV xæeªÞencõ. A4 thâ 
p?op¹xÂtiY÷ çnMwi½Åm“e ýpcrälPu bse÷vatiokÓÂhatLvµ‰·fy theseÝh7poth“JÏýæPret±eæseses XyˆNtÒß™ep w_œÖh aùe süjecl tƒ 
o}�•Åtof f§rtleß>Íne expµræøn‡*.¥Úh;sü’her; is ¾; f‘#€l Úropositiinf°2ÒIé o…he{ ŽoVdsšš'hÍ4;–Wì¢siê×onsiÒ*Äañt dre noä ëàF†hê, b:t  
ÌnÔgisic O¦6ch‘�acéer [�t,at }s, ä§ d¤dož\Žtºdcs¼¾ébe hekbeav”or)4= pU?siÞaó, or£eveÖ íentMleobâejtg; tþBÖ ŸBp’-sÔyefinitiºps 7f 
artè o\ tXe X…äm5È ˆ,ns©q·e1ces fØâÒfÐ÷�ons˜?š Îít. Ac�grdyn4vy,n eƒcÙ†·ay thaò râ�p‡ aÍˆs ^ a�žþŠY.Bto— x ¼Žal] s�e µ˜at 
öö+«chNraêtyriÇtÏ Þrk¤¶f a AurÁ]ž lãg¿*a¯ Yn]urym°[¡that it H- onvgned itht%e<fÜí�aš CônÙãquB]cusìoS]ourpŸoÃnitÇæÏ<$(0f_rk) 
2n“³ot ‘ãmh-u9òeioés of e-pŒri\al faág—0¥To -óp|"Ú,Qwhàt ¬rê h¢s inæÎommoˆ w9ìq$KoérŸan© õtÛÆmaHics is thrt Ò4Õis« tigÿolo™3; 
i.”.,�thÂ 3¿rt ide§Rnýo¥ “µork÷)ûao %rt Ò114y èheîsme aÞd ~«* b, °_Gue
(¤µ1+Qah vr@ ½b
houtgo-=g vtidæ ¤e cMnøCxêofkaru�fž4 /âri)Rþ—tHon (
OÆtheY(therˆhan-zfjÜtÇus consrƒe¸ ¥ÌYRarŒ c^Kºt±¤e èoñ hÅs di©dicuŒyÞP�e ÌpÑ att[ápts(1§ †‡) v£syÕtKeti1 ÄÈoóosi)£oÓ.!Or, 
Ã$Èt iú tJ*s©,qhenÇJÈe tluth oÊ fY¾]Ôy ofmåts,æs¼pjRioÝ i¤-§Ö<Þ6iœ
€e on empirica
 Xr¾uÍË¤  
AyÈE 5t»t;: ü0.º. TÎe Nriweri£nï¤ywhUch Üe’€eùãÙmène+t.e öalÀlit!Ff aY
a£pXiorH or sVÌ�yÌÎcµlÝproposi~iÒn =?n(ï sâffcG!At t¸³detçr:inK Th¨´Llidtywof“an eípiE¥cal orÜsyn·VAt‡cj«Žp¿qit›ÒÖ‹ Fo9 Õt ^s Ü
´a1Ëc¡eÖ”s�ic ofReõÆiic l pAªpeŸ÷iÞ(Ý tÙatÒthõir vxªþvÝ½yÎË– not #uõely 6ormö_. To ay–‰¦114äU ÜeomeÁrDca—
÷ÎrÕpúsitio¶, orûa �stem Øf öemm÷tr«cal prfp1ðiJi¡ãs,ú5fÆ…sK, Šs™to çaÖthat it$i
 se^f'ûontrLW+ctørƒvI>uG an eL\csi/ažÄpto{oS§Õ$oÀõo)bö£xžst©‰ v~piricaÆæŽŒo%÷si6iUns,pCay be fr
e fromûÌontràdi¶ ion anºsk¯ll{bS [Ölse  I· is²s�i–`Ro e Áã5;eº n>…&Å“c¶uÑeôÈt is ŠoLmallÖ deùeó@×ve,à†t 
Òcca¦seC[]8^å4‘sØ“Ù ×ÔtiÎ’yDsome)mžtœ©i° critkiínã21åT×e¢µ"rŠanit=µo�.»rUaªósOic” art :s d®z (o its �3aminfasÄ,–Ñr
ploo�tÖœnÖÖncsynthˆèvÇ-ˆ÷rEf:åoneZi4 alçaØs t}mvª} toåverWf¿þÅ¼he píÐpo6"?ion+eepwrÏÁ§ly.hRea#X<m|s³s±nt¨RtjÁØstate 
does&nî‰ br–ng oÇe¤to a ôú'cuxar='iBg b±Ëkzi©$oä üTlo8Œe w;th tllCrS›r fraˆ¹w¦r( of q¤et ons aöoÎ ÃheEYYt re ¿äart (# ƒ;F 
<heqqor˜jo saPeKch, Mond-iaO ™ol8%TR, R«inhardt,fÖaõþyÞRauacP“tÊNr, J§4ns†"Lichxe%tÇin, WaAú>ln—0qd�e,AJu:‹n WýÉ“iÑe 
D�t , Mir÷iÎ, aêd ot°ers), but ratjøry†oíe is"flgåg outÞof arÏd%*ÝorbÚ”GintÐ tÍË“©`²iûite saÜe” ofZ[h¨4wmìn on¦éto�@ ˜
     H 'ØhatXne £inds a±l t¼rogh}ut th;&wriTi Hs of AdiÓúi†G¿rdt 
ó thisÙvery sqmiê~rNÄmes¼Ä%é 
rtÛos³artR”Înd&âÉaÑ¾Vart6i´ ölwa´. de�d, ÈndðÀ DQving’¹Òt is a decep¯i8n2ï RwBnhardt¹haZ avÂryEcl
aæ ideaei—>ýt Phš n°[ureŸef—wrtõ…andæóiC
impo‰Éance é
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BecaseÒzorž Aß9art^ëgar êav2$qc`�siÀre®r…#tÐ�ti’ ¯r3ßèi:iœn¿ aêè !er(fiablO b´ the worÌXº5S-¸ Ûis tŽsåay, ko uÈdeiÀand thkse-
p‚oYosit_µns½8£eQmust leave ¿nutautoæogiíal-�ik¸ÒfrtÕHwkrk o!ÊÆrt®anbêconÜ6#er “ðo0tsidï/ inf=’mation.¤Bu»-¶ÉcoÑsUdþÒ i× a¥ 
-Öt qg  — n…cehsa£y to"ianor²mÕài¿ same utsie|{0o¸maKmI§becas× o;tsie Ônf‡rmatiï Â:M‘„rTÀn³å´qwq¨@Â§r®e:î‡oÅ*oŸe h@s'g}s Âwn 
iøtniosÐc wñr¶hë 2nyöto omprÄjønd åh\s w¤5thb!e doe ¨o¯ nee áa stÜeâof “art†cniHtôo»:N Ór‘ 9hisóiøÁÅ%UsÐ¡Îì ÿ2_"i¬' 
hat at . viabôÇ_tÄ ÞÃ †åtc„nneoÓ=²To
the pres115GtaVo ofÜvisalµoor o^“eœ• kiŠdj of PxRWrieJce. TŽat V anzma I3€vz bAeÇÅone J
yaud‹„äec€Àne³uT nu-ƒÁionaÕin `he p°eced E/q7ent€âÎáz iK /ot ên[ikelyÍ Afž>� îll,m•ß,in¹ven¨the^®neve‰nºh Ä^ntur’ êiŒed’“n 
aééãiälyqtanþL3’¯z;÷ºsu0¸n¦i™šnm¥tz T‰ˆt©is,Ó\ü ws ízdinaàily rÊÚiÙt”bl
ó��@tú ‹hæt hewou¸d bþ àoming 2nBo†éoè„a ¹ €äth  aàåaf“er5ú™&. Hi@ visÅ¼- eËviroÝment¬in t-IpmrÞ oêëŠhe14orldÊinZ–hich 
hÁ·ŒiTe115 ²ñsèf¯i@ly±Àonsust=rt. I6 ouž tim[ weöhav  nÌÏVpl³ùe$tiaÍlh rasticÿJlj rîA¤VrôezŠ[ronmýn˜¥ One ca115bfl³ ×l` oØÌõ 
ShŠ˜eaüh dnµ &pter of âœÐusa$d115day t n"t mon;7s. W ÞavgÞ>h² cióÊÊaÆ µnd ¹=Oor t.ev?+öÑn_.as×wEÎ asuthe ¡DnÁmde 
spctacpeÀûfthe l0ht$²o9 Las VeúaU '2 the À1ysß¸aßeÔÝ?ê Nµw±YoÛk Ci°‘TTLeÔh„|e”w-r&d¬† =tµ…[Wf[o ¤e115ÔÀ{L aÆd 
ðhÓzwhðl"´world caE watc– ý�- w}lk on “ûe 68on†Xrom�Hheir Ä|Ži#g ro‡ms.Ñ’e¸taä¤yµÿ t,or objeôt 
(ofÝvi çi/g6andIsîDlpðureŽca>not÷beÐ„Gpecedtð¢c^mpete H×e0en`ialü] w¸tMtÈi+&Ü–ÓeûnVŠôí+ ífõ“(]Û”øis r�lÄ]ant toK.tÎan2 its 
“anguaáe.” á�ßõ Äl2}e¾e
boxÕÎrÏcu1e
f¾r
 aa¦ be‹n@ðedOa!{reatÒdeal wWt0in XxÏ1con"»Œtêo< aáP./QTake Xér ¯Zstancþ it(ÄÊsÐ—bs°Judd, ¨·rrHy LeWi¯U,ïênaden, 
O’hhþgBeŽ¦,aµdM�Crack—n¬¸’n^ÜceWewLmvO”iüinVt÷‚öquantHty  f b¯eþ DaY cu}es hQt;cÑ’el½Šte°Y) ThÖ 
Ý)föeÀ$nÖmàtweµK F‡˜ tä¥ vaÔ�o! ÁseáÕ3ƒ—th„häœ‡Îr¬>uÈÖ®—q�m i1 †irbctö˜ár_lÿted toØ¦heÇ115Zf"ere)ces ;6 th– ×n‹eniolsñof th‡ 
aÏÊiBts.'Fòr,jeÝ aC”i¾pø)tiJâlaklë“see� ¥n Judd’s wor�ªthe Úwe ofzthe bÓx or cube—fÙrmWill1^tÑates võrÍ,el·ÄSÎñ%eDCliõF la£@.t¤at ]
n o·e¬t Ý onxŽ årtÏwhe´ pla?õd in Le c)ntext°ofQaAt  
Aÿ7;wyexvmple‰ Ki¤l p)i˜t »ÞiE &u3.hOe Óould Ny-t«\ iú#Wne†o¥á?u)d s bx ÿors was N]en fiKl“dÃith"deûCÄs¤ scen flltedA¿¢ 
a‡inÔuMt
ialsTttnZ,or {en m

elë1þeen s³ttin
oÇ a w¬|ÊÕRŽ
ornºra iã wfuj� notøye"id-©êúsi dšwithLSt. I" Ðþll¡wsóthnïtñ|t ÉnÇe=stnŒÊng¯an� cÖnˆñ‹ra~iÊ ï° Õt3s ÕE artwo˜Z ; anecessË7y 
WpWiçÄ to vieÒing ýt %nÏodeQùtohßse4z as’ì woËk ef
-³t. Aµvan_el±n[r<ation ÌboutmthePcèncept oÅÛa‘t Vnd vÔoutÃa artist’Á co:epts¯i 4êecesaeyLˆ|the *pprö
aZyonFÞ{d Ûnde‡s:Ènd÷n oè$conºemroYary a´t. Ány'a‘dPall ff¾:,‚;p“ysicaCÅòtt|FÞute¢ (qo1>Ktˆe¾â E coŸtem¤§rar` åopÔs, ifôc 
Nsiderå´ separat[Ìra@d/o™ �ec/€i_a¦5R,Ã¸r irreýšälNt to
te †rS c4ncep£¨ h6�aWtJconÛ×ptJ4%s‚JddXs„il, zhoug1 ¥v diªn’t ßÊan\it ths
%ay) must né%consi?9r›�it its whˆlz´ 
T¢ cÓsider0Ø†w& cept9s•pIrts ,I(invariubÓW»tW oIW-ÓJr a¢icR
 t7atrÙÑ9 irñlpvanf tgUtsµarý ÎoÛdi i ½ – IrälEe rBafinÞÄp
rjs ó
 Î ÎefÔni�ion® ÎðIt £omes€as ¡ofÜ? ¢èie th| the Ür¡�Ûi#hµthÝ lñasï 4ited `ZÆphoª�òy Ôs  ú–m:lßRÊrom hich we dec¾phíÞthe 
na�ur�ofAtö$tÛeàeral·ŸÆ0#“a
0XŒzF#r ¿ê»Ÿ_ thnr¦ !s a càøtÔttÌexiõináª»epÐ)aÊe- Ùo its moœpµoloþ( ZndücMn6¬²tïng of išs f*nctDoÀonŠ¶i7ŽmBre ¦Žk³yÝÊt fÏQd 
ResþltL�§…s cmZ3Ò¿m�Yg+an‹ –Þedi,tÄbÄê.§�t=iüíÆ¸ mod\Enîart’s pÁsseÆsi®n of k “‚ÖVjuage” zœt°6t³eshort†st ! stor ôhat 
„heGpëausi-ilitk of ÜeÖab›ndonment of Åëþ Hanguage”‘bÁco es mUstNÂ;s¡ibèe. It |Å oÓde¸t©nµableËthen thtt 
h arµ‚Ma�ªcam6´out oÕ¯We'trnà@ê)ntin'ØanP†‘cu�ptur½ isªtGà°rÐstãenï>8etic, ¾ueät¤oning�(oú i¬s n¯ture), ad *evl4aR  ass§mÈng 
o�B
ll tFe ºeWÙrLl€1{r…”�cocerÜsïíAn_th9 âiUaw înalÂsis, hÁ§/ver,%±l: of tme a¤ts�Ive#bu¹ýF¤Ä4iŸØgß£s.„iw’  Êerîs)  0¢m¬!N”—
òeÏembºaz/eF 
Oe ’`-¤ vÁrNogòL¹uaòi;iesÞ�Ìlata–l to aÍ àart ÐoÈd¿jioYºpo7sesæ<d b¥ p}evyu the novelÝ theØCBežÂ~»®´?tSã
tre and ÐÏƒi.“sâ÷ÈZñ of þusiï, et.Bi‰ ä[ítTaspuítÝgÛLÕ#ex "¨}t ‚DliÛbl�’to ÞelfuñžÊ]8noofÛart¤½s¶ç(‚erted éere  
5�s npt t1edeclibe oiÐzošt?yÝ‚elÈtaAle H› the‚m(jed�metahrNi•|˜fo* p)etr“� use of “c·mT›5” la£fuane8ah an£arN äÔnéÆag?24 In³Lew 
York¹”he lS=• ^ecPëenå stageý oe petry caq be se]n ‚n th<”oçe by“Co³c³fLs”�poebÏ reüent¿ytoíaŽd™LheCÀse Ðf—±czÓãl öbjemtOt-nd 
theatŽe2ˆ115Can it|°E that,theM feelßth‘  çreality%of th¦GN t f¦r,\   í  ÇCòeÉse‡ nÛÌ t3at\th/$a_ioms oÓa gHív‡try v[F1imp7y 
éfinit�ons,â)n\Ëthat the·Êhõorèms -f8aùgeoEet»y ar%6simplå the‡l;g8calcnseÁ
nceõv\ thesS nefŒn*t¤
n@ò A eo{ã_-
 iÓÆH~t f® itÛeäf ÿboýtQ-115yri:algsA¶Ð³;QiQ ´t° lfž¢tœcan#o^ be sai½to be “½b¿ut” anyth]ng
 Butcwe cG° use a weo/Vtry ä• rišPiÑ·aÅouž pÓIÃiQal s®aceÔ �h‘tP»s fo²say, oOce we avÜº-ÎSn á:e xio$sõLÇp©ysi|ºlEiºter•rƒt
tionP ae canþ[oóeedü115 aø2lç tp( tÛ¥or]ms
î÷øtÈ ˆbj#c¢s$Mh“h \ati2f� Â
e �xiêis. ÐhutÔer ³ geomeUyu{‰n›¡Ÿ=çV1¥ed to,‡he ¨c¼ua� pzysic¾lÚÀo ld ”€ Yot" is n°›xpÙ…Òéal¶quòsÍi‹{whi³h falls outsd' ¬È ¤coØe 
odAgeûmº‘r: "tselfz žh6pg Â¨ ‚‰ sens‚, theñŸéôrev iÔ Ek)nþº�ã�cÆEof©theövariout geoî|triesØ�nûF²to us •reFfals— aPd whi¤h2are 
trà.‹S¤žüa- a² they[rhæa*l{«reH fÏÔm Ë#n¸r~dictið4ü’the½×arðall  rue.à=h/ p‹òp¢
"
ƒn whVchDt©tes th†M¾a×cÅrt¬in a!p[icÔte(ÖHo¦ a gemJb�yªà Ûosi#[ehi¹Ïn.t°i1gela:a ÂnŠgçýitvŽ6}of th¦tTgÓ3ÆeërÊ. All *hat thñ g
m§¥ryƒiisefºth¤l us isâthatþi°aîyzhi
äÍcÍn � ürnuÈ"t '¢derÊt
e d¦finiã
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Ss Ñaicy î¢ ex¤ít will d'.2nÔúnñt $cl^  %ýñt@Ún/ÁípF!”
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1÷ W˜b_ì6tÅs NewBD=rB -icti|n
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Trªd¤t™oÈa~ <h�loß“hË, •lmos^ Ey defÖ(itÀønNZhas(Qo)cfrÀ-d Úte1f âith ^«´ u¬sûlðc�ThBünea‘lÖ ‘^clusibe !ocu
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s 'f pilos)’p,hLebYariaAs º�ûhe Tru65,K+o T sp>a§. n“%bginx toqetštheâimpr•ôxô‘#athaŒ8¢e-e N_sÞno?
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Uuqwœe¤Àth a†6xÜµnšœ‘on þsšt„ºco°ditÕÒn ofÚthe analyticðp]oposi\1ona >nít™mã they d¦ç’t Àp*@¹i×â be~#ele able as ˜Øth!³g;esy, 
or b
UaboBt anythiz ñot´r �hVnagt)Jthe for²s of]
rt �os§ lea(þvë120Ên6Ðlyvrefer©ble onˆy ¡¬ ar† h²veLbe5 orés clYsestß‚ou°nBë©%ca»m�ropo§žtioÀsçï�
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the›Èrtif's µll.speakò,he sa¡e®languageFsh¦¤aiî calleç’“¥ovelty’ýcW#‚bXdh, fñrmlist«7iˆ®o‘åÄI¶te0Pttþmptt;«ÙinU ne �ý¯÷uagetm 
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pemh¾öï he›õ²oó6Ut‰žúmuüš a‹ou$d!Üe½‰o}lÁ §�Òmßk§0ãh¶e k›nds3oû Ô•uzionsK Af T½ JampÈFJYans•Ó=s�ét,MZi¬u ‡ N 
~³n¡p§&Ð‹sN8•8 h�sÂav¤il8d å¢|clf ofthe ž¿sœlt]zifNscµÓn ¤, t hasAn—t Ëe¤ná©3NjotèwAng tôÂ aÃ’(ôct µa�heatcï� 
des¼ÜiådConk8fhtha¤ayUern oZ eòents,butây�bgrrowrn4 8hethen cu r nÍ piõto\ %l desîôiption,¡f>t]'õÝíatternNÛ¹œus iÎ hX¹ n¡` ÂpHrL?
riate- crtajn k_owledgŸ 
uû +on[ectureB À
T9¼ì#á|?¦jec&res weº  oftõå Lo`Ü enoÓÍhÖ3·=ªY/ m>@eKizeü wordwru‹'Áot, as wyanÏw3knowÌ¥To£;thse ˆLtÄ§ò`P‘r¢c123s®Us¯of 
øazZre which co
/ro9 t¡¢p$‹£peniºÜs 
¶¼hDƒmÎÃ-sÄzedwC@ìLd,7 nd®brúcÁus‰šeô1äC[ ¡Ÿ the tráe›na LreµN ¦e[äi˜y�5$*¥&cÈntiues ONe cns~qÌenÕe CfPÌ="K §s 
thåÎÊ¶h[ saûjar~ápKilosoÄhic°j Úisc?ss¸on¥|Ný¥m¸Ùy¾@robÝes,Lsucˆùs’hosc oí Ûau/alºÑö ayf free äillJþroNïmLter
aKisLrr mNntalÿs, e ‚asÕd oç‚aOæntêr|reîatFnå ` ¥s…B|AtÿŽrÔ o\eventsâh6c½ is¼¤o lónge`‹ßn<bl·¨ ^hz §cÞ=ç¤ificF©ðsi/ 
öff123heÖ¼ÁoldQÚÓÙsc—s7iç$ïeå´srbHeØ
¼UghXB
a|ay,fa wó=htðe6rØÉšÇÓÅ(earÌñÉe hJve …one®,²—Lh¡ õrgÅ„ent .ê.g6 =Wm¡ %eætie’h c²„tKrÀ b*9Ç�t in ½ t2]B«tET
 cou
-µQef€alled èthe eTd"¾fópŽCÁ[s123phí`aVd Þhe bÇ×+l´7Ò� ¦Ý Gv¢£
#žI±a‰]öo› ØÌan˜õhañ� ÒÙ coÜse,ä%t�ictlycspea"j„, bu3 ´at¸eÅ a/®tåà ¡ße\>Ýnc~”Æxf theÉ-×tatin.N{¢hÄa7¿åy l«„gÄistˆc [hiþosoph csn 
SG `"n_idef7Ï the hÌij ÞoÖem†i‚123£im, 
ut üÜ’àa p�i



—sophy “n on" ëeVr.7ƒAnd t:/re ðs �erc/DnlrÑa& “arjnhând5tion êÙ ‡rt'pRel1245i¶g¤DUch ¨p,9but �¡sâotperHfun˜õáo124óo £re{st‡s-o-be 
a=4ˆso:p]ohzÃnce{mtýatŒt¡%ab0oiæÒ ä< <¸B§tiŽL cÄû„r–y¬-j Fct 
Á¤i-s t œŽÐg c+ndi¶®‘n^soödraóticalíÛ Úqsw A�2s onK?ëmâ0¤a“l® a×t…8pþnfn  m8cƒ;õasíic -+…s§ is th> a connetion 
ReÑ1e[nàp"qfobophy s “‰?d©ng”±aäd˜aÑÏPòõ§óåŠ7¥n¨ÐgH” b®t w dontî‹nwÓt·iŸ¾#cc�Ÿrenhá ,Êt rÑlyÇc-.nc÷dÆnWülƒþThou¥h 
tÆÑv®ÌmÜÓeï‰oa± 124$y>be reêponsÛbûò orýbot=¶occuyReuc™ô, thÜTÓØnnûZ±io”®isym‰deby †îéÃbµþnt§‚ al upPto ana¢µze 
1rtusÒ‹uncsÜ“n ajµ suØsequÔ¢ty9itsµvi§biLi ¶ÿ An¯ I doÆsÐé) ženanle¨Ëers o uŽ eÉs±´nl-t<e¼ryasÄ£inÔ¹of¨Žø–
124and,fby8Ú“tInion,CoBeÄ a²ti:ts’ € arÑD ] oell@o×pr\vidu 7 plo]er unŠe s”a`B³Ngÿof heo eröß
øn]e_]uÉl aktë£{±
7
Gp\fjNýT?ON ™F A«T 
ƒ_\›ðÈ main!q11äu¸cat¤onF\to tˆe X¡Àer posÏ ñmn ofp‹iÓtimg isA¯€• a©vDn‹Øs in Žrt arI cerÉ2ÎnÊy(ëo* alìañsÎµdrÐaö nes.õ–
Do•[ll„@ùdd 1Ÿ&) 1‰
Half:7 £Kr>)‘fŸt6e!besten×Üwmrk in thØ lás.£foä yeaAs[hYîòb¯en—ne@U|5r ²ai+§inŒÿno� sQñl-tureKW–Dtald Jtdd (19ù5)  
Everô:hïng ÷cuVptþr£Táýs, m:¢Šoçk(doesný=DŠ—
%Dona¹d¾Judd2¨19ˆ·¿ 
,¤¸
id™a=b comÕs a mÆci¹eKèÈÌ ãkes the ž.l1M–SGtw"VWitt‰-1965)ÂThe one·tin. tV sÿy about#A^tÛis that\¾ñ is †neU£<i1gÉ Art is a°t-
a‡Krt1and evGÅyzi»g elÚù is ïíeóthing%ÛÓse.kr®Lasß³rtŽÁsÓn;hi~g $³t#artË2
?A-t¨is¿�otÂwh t Ôs no¡ a¸=.ô–A Æ¶in¨ardtû(396d) Ü
Ž˜?c weani+Äôüs Ïhe s
†<Wi¤<gens¬ein  šäámo)e fn~¦‡on¼lxapp§Éa'h �oDthe #tu©y of cWTdepts has =/nQeÜ ooXrep+a™e ±ÜIhM0t‰od fi=trjspeVt¨4£. 
InnteaŠ of aÒtemptångxtO gra0Á 4r desqriÚ concep-MÐBarD, sØÊto spea
é th� lsºcuo�ÎBi
£Å@nv¶!ç©ga$bs tdU£wi6 in 
(ich Å‡2Ë©fuÛŽioW asÚiµ4rud
Ú»tsÞinm_elÃeÇ§ a(d {n©Þ“ÿó™Ñž¨  ¿124–©Ïin™ M¶ Cwp1  
Me;œ*)pXDa‚wÃ³s a Š¨e„plos�EiT‹3à…functloP�‰^‚–Œ†ûSe>eqÉOed#  
, s� tle ÑubÎ¬–ú matBa‡‚f {Iqcepü[Þleinv[s $gaFiÆnÀ is E—ïŠmea‚i“gZ« ùer‡›nx§o‰éï d exp§UÛsions
– a´ ÂŸ}ÌtŸëthI.g7 an"Õ®tPLofºYùfa�× thñm}ælve#IabouE whÅchí¢e t!lk,whea using
†"s<œwèëþµ ï9d‰e–7r(s d]! HK
GG.½õ V'ÑÚX-†gN F
TßiÙ^iòg¥ia ra%úcily mepap2:riÇm8;G:ÖaR™ byan+ÎogMis iÙî on t~t enL L124w or Ž.i-�ip¯e, its cóusFl Gex3sÉ�si³¤2 mearÙnúÉÈy
ari
eú thr»Ég5 ae—au³al c¾Qexts qy whâh ¯õŽ~g!smœ>IÛ=+r Ákõs Ihe plaÔe of a¤òin%¤a‰cM of|aûsP>t. T¾¹™Évnk&f 
ñhinB isÎ²µÔaëå-t !@  á a T©rt (;s k ·u&h anGÝVuch)82n"„thae Öasd binds Kn (o¨enÔ" ‚` mndi7guiZió hhe a•šlÖgÝ, 
ühÓ4öara124êØl,ÄÌ\eómetap.çÌ c ‹¨pplÐ‹¢Ñ'grÌIny or _rasî oK *r.w²Íy wIih l–þv Hhe miŒn ™aPƒò -Gld.ãIt@t´ke�)no Óo#ç i, túreÕij 
Æorhing f»µit ˆoFh
u from] f¶!¬³+v thOn$ingtis lheÊÐÜul, ?he antØaction ofýl„ke¼  
]:I. ¦. =ic}Ÿr—Yê 
kIËãt»is ™”ätðon (…w™llØds[124sç the teµaaaM¢124ÈetGe(Öe�t¼ÐuÓ–ð a·d krïN€~onsid?ä‡²r1efÇy fn4õal*¼t 5rt ,e¾aRáp „î�=” 
ÇÏüeOdiGg wrp|ÿe"tofûíhe ideò of aˆñthÁtiÑs as Xrt÷| and xsÿÙÕÃïtÈa+ 1t 6 JaÜogFusA õ øn?#n0ytùc ‚roíoôiûi…$
 an. ü%aÎ itæ?s ºr”’s`ex÷àtencÐ ˆÉ E tauÒf~o¬k ghnt¥ºnkbTs Ort tš ÑmanžœloFf” Sro p¿lþvopqiÅal 'rŒ&Úmp*in,124{
M _Ó ØI—I€ iÔ neÚösRary ¬ošžpšratë‘ašs7hàt)cRìMrym 124rt ec®ue²%?s£heics Áeaµ' /ß2 Æpêµ onu dn†íO§cept‰on of Oe 
wx£Qd inÿenerl0 CnthÖ Kast n op 3,Àõ½)+}BŒÑgs‹oÇ—ârE’h funtãiVa w›w}üt: ?a=uÁ as 
e]DraÂi“n.ÞÂu any‚Kra“RQäf ! ï¤o—qpvÃ thaÍ deH_twxthý“bea“tô” and thus
tasi¤, w�s°iPeviTËbly ûuúyb,u>4 þ+ Bis7usÖ arU0a$~wel
  |
Out—7f Ëhjs “hæbï”ƒgrù thÓ no,ionDta }t<ereâwasPa ,o;qm¯íÏhlZon124ectibn beÌw3pn &riÔaã §ðsthÎÿÌcsË whi"0–is ¥o
tru‡Ò0Ö#i, i´ea nä†úr gç?Á¦ôcalºy°coödict€C¼w!h ørtsticAc(nÀideratŸo‘s :eÿ§r*Â�*e^t124 ÉmE, ooÀ ánl€fe&¨use ”hµmor—Œol�gical 
ØhaÔuø(erisjà…s pfÅ‹Ž¤ peretužtd¾€�h9 c�nü6nuÓtô ¥ë thÔë errÎrŠ butýaªwö>l,û,cäse]t:e¯a£pa¥xtVotye§b“f[ncti±ÿs”Ëo_ 
artþ(2e4ic+iñ¬ ofÂrelSVi:6sÔthûfes, C‹rthaiîÚ»e oW¸a `scoÃ·a£Ã, detæiiÃŽ oœ akÚhŽtectur¶á et@Ú) Œs¼›�art #o¯]Ýv-rRŽpøÖ¦t 
Ó3Bhen oNje<t rï ’r¤ÿentÚ-øvßth&n 1h²ƒcÁtGxˆYo…ù%t (ÍDdÓ´NtµKËÜn¿entŽ bjVct4 alê8 have’¼eÄu se:) ‰hey a¶e§›½ eÛiK124b” 
#6)E8
tÎtcc”nlidç‡ýtiônc&g ace ê£y÷Ðbje˜êˆ§é thÆžw™(lI, an¶Ïanùa¸sþØ‘ti¼ Wìá
d.raˆÁ'n ™z a˜ oÖBe˜teaiøti:)ÓoÓ 1h¢ rewl‹ of�a•µ ôa^s thõ·ûÞ$¿µob¤ect’Ÿ T!5’3e y” :[ funZtî8iÃd in¤a· rt Ðonteàe îs iÇ¼¨Üµvant >o 
tµe]e"st&z™ic‡�udYme†t2 
�The rel«Í‹²n¶f£a£s¤heti‰s tí=aXt ~s notÖunl¤!e �hatho- .etLeÊ:cs·o »rcÃ]te´ture©þnü–{tna@chite urn has a v=©y[sÙeåfcïL[ncion!
Dn[ hßw7“good”<ts dõsign is i; p¼im|ril{ ƒÕaDd tn&hoI wÎllitp{‰rf"rbl åtsfun
tB€n. Th’-; judÓle©t’ %nfwhat¸it —ook Eik ô[rres�ond t” 4fDeµÂanôòºk ÔMa ¾eeÇt”atÜ
hÁ|rgho¯ý«5istÏvy™di66e{ent )amôlLs ofºarH3ªtec’ore aÍ
2ÿraœ\ed aÁ diffe2ešb‹ÞiLâs d3en
zn/ on 
x¹ aeFýàWt"cs çfã=ûtYclîr �Kocsœ }æsthetiK ,hQykin¼¥ha·å·‘¤Xonç s) fFÉ aW to Èake³½L×»…[äs Ïf µ
§hivectu™e noF.reïWtàdRto “Ûr±”IŽt‰a¶l, workÉMf œJ^ôŒ (�¼sel�ƒÚ(¡„gD& th  hyrÝmidÆžÁf EgGp1B‚É
AaÝtÌei�ùî·Ús<deKa ÌgnØ Òke Ändeed�aýUays xt înHo„b to #nÿoSj ct’s funØhii™ or �u¬C�oO-toi3e”UleÜof›cVøGs,¥tha™ }bjæ?t’s 
rXs5n7to-bPLi-„>tricàYy ¼e>th˜<ˆc. ’ðEeamilƒ oÞ à pôr±ly a²}th6tic#o�jqcœbi s =ûcorat±vì [¹4eCt, ¯„ E²³Ÿratiû)zÛ pÙùmžrH 
funcŒi:Â7ÿZ“to ýdâ somet'ing q‰, sÞ asÈtçií�ke ƒo”æÇapllact
h\; ˆdo®ž;éoµn÷menÌ,”ãOa¼d this rÆÎltes drectl}÷tõ�a`-ö  
AndôtFiÚ $e@S! ßs øªecÌ§y tV “forxÒ|ist”gLr™ and c iŸiË•¤m¸11 FLrÎalis�ºùä á-aÂ>ting„an ¶ Êu‰¦Þ�e) isíhe v@ngu;”À oÎ

dxr-tion, anï, sòri¦tïy Æ�²7iâg, onÿÉcoÄ7dÕle”¾on´®„&A~ssevgt~at its aUÉ c,ndition ¾s¸_Ö minim* D™Lýxfor all•fu÷ct—
œnal>pR†pXseùiË ™s not Jqt a_ allÜªbuÍ pže 3èe¹cisesWiÒ ¦›séTetec›/ rbüve alç^t]Þûí ClŒmen† Gr †nbrz ˆ$ the124›iž‡c±�f ‰as‘e. 
’ehQ«õÀÖvery cÅe oè ði• dnczwins is ¤ aeÄtÝnÔiÁ¶ÓudgmežoM'wit† tÏoseNjudgmÒn˜sÚrÝfÿeftnngPëis3tas124e Ì



éNzdÅwhÔtøëµes h•ßŠtu³/Æ²òe½lecìe¬Th¶x"eÎio<U¸ekgre¤�³© ·nba ¦ c)Øti¡¿ tme$pDýioû ¥§eal,;fr+hâŠl bhe iftôeà.ëÀ k¥w el×e 3an 
èêeaúco¯nt¤V½r, Yi¿en »isÒÐh™o>}äÆ �ôifÅ¡hey dv~ a~y l“šic 1o th~m‰Û Wll 4±éis�disi8te¤os÷ in ørénk S*e la, ÍdòRein¥a7’t‚þ~d 
ÈthÕrs7ay;l$c„dReå—o ‘]s ðis©ü’þcÊ
s¤ÀPNe?125Isv÷t ºs°gÃe is “.
. . baxcalll4F‡]¤Yaòhetcdoçöøerso$aûl.ne#äörôent¤÷l ÞEEuÄds8?35Orº igÝo4hQ\LwSd, ¨the+r Wo{I§d?Õsn’Õ¦it h} tas•
?” Ëu ý¸n the¯p(léë‘
h3c t„bula r×äa3 arÐ, i˜ sLmeožeŒTal s �"_art,” aê þonê�W�d÷]¡s caÞd½ “Êts aU?�”ri\ve\ gñ™™`½åoÃ<alistDpniLtinµZa³_sc›lCture SaŒ 
be g<0ntedó�& *çSçGü%a”tyon, butR.4ö¤ ±ö vú�tÎe Ô×dt-e¾
Špre tntario–Äin¬t§rmü of²™h�ir µrt¬"dea (c«”3,ÐaDr�ZtanguŸˆas¿apÔå ‡ n–ûsãsIr´cÊe�ÃoœerîoodeêRsÖŸphrns hn�Kswained 
w÷th Pch a}lE„dh cÂlñr:Í§usU-gTWhch andùsuchø#orm125, giv˜ná˜sUcH!ndìsuð� avWsu}€ exæer…e²e> %tc.yô˜”f �ni lfo¦[:tÛoÇtmpor!rÑ 
{t in this  ug( Wnô ;ŒaZ¾"esGah“ mi¬im�l=ºr„ˆýiµe efOtrt3tdTen‡1n th�ü
art4o³è� QPaôistbgrñisös spJciÌic]½l6º and Mll pa�ne…2‰als XPò1ptormŠw¶‰k—n1 as_su&Æ ÍU†—y)Ôqen‰rally* 
125‘i] bC¯Q”sÖu’ to¾¾heMea†â•atmžµ Óhatìf�raJËêt×a¿ý ónd c;ËtiT¤gm(pccep)s a
†, ded˜+tiÖn ƒð m-d one thÚ) exi]ts&sÌlRly .n mBrphol™gºca; gN(En|s.ßz¯
lÎ ŠÌva€Ÿ âuanV3à� of simladgÑáking¾o
fº¯ts crXimý©es (¸r visHally rÌl[Lem ob/ecˆs~-r.Žm4Püsµ may Í¿eÙ¨t2 0ÇeŠateÞÂo› »XnnGLted) becauûñ³’6 ;siìilait³'o6 visuw~|
þxèerõeŒtilŒeadi˜Ï’§”¤BnešcÆÒnoq cqaW< 4ìomJT,iË úS&a°tØstic o(Ñéon3§p4ua² ret!âHsh7p×ì§   †„³'Th7 Xuncâ×n oñQkrt, äs‹a 
nuestîo0,Twa· eöst …aM;125d >yç-aØc$ÚüÂc;aèp§ nfacê i· Ê M0r$el½guc§amp wÆo€ ®Öan cr9ditM_tt`gä‚µn'‚ó¦¯…i-s 
o�Ñ`identyty.O(One c|ù"¤rt«HnlyËT~J a ,ndÉnc£ towa$ô“tìiseñû2i#eQti¤c„tionoqaŠt eß~ánZ,gó¸itY Ma€µtéand C{zan‹åÁtš:ou125Ì fo 
C5ð\”møjÒ ·;¹Öéhvir üo@ks arý ˜i/�d anb am�iguo¢ ‘yÃ×'m)ari|ì« wi3h D¥ÃŠYê’.) “òpder–L�aFt aÏdÂe work be÷ore ^Ò$�eL 
ó2”öctedv1y±vurtue o� t`€irâàor
h¾log¹ð A˜othe¬ wa\Êÿf‡ÍÌttiõg¥itw”uld be t at �ršÁs#“�»nguügË”UreZaine¤çthAûs°m, ?uW i‘ was s(yi>g new hin¯s. She e0I’SÈthÈt ma|
è˜c€nceiva½tÒ de ñÉt9uzation [Mat<wt wa` ßvs´ibl¨{œoö¯soeak ÊnZtherå"nguagR”¸nd ¶tiêàÖmrMeåaense in ažr 
w»W¼Ma~cel(Ducß‡p’i f§rs<ìunZsÃIst:| Ù:adi3ale O!
óšt¾©
heðuna sosteR\GdÚ
¶cd¦k ürtÝ&š4ge„ ?;! focunÀ1romAtheQoGm ofthÊ125laòÔu½Ïe2t$ wh‚tïhas beuY( -ðBd.7?hÖc meÑs»tòat iyÁØhanÁ“d¾ h˜¤nPtUreÿuf 
at fº—m_2³¡uµsaio~ oy-ôožpÄ™log£ o a qÙetion oh �uàcæ€anû T�i' chajá I oge¥zroÑu“g¿0
*r�n¥e¦ €o “
ogc"|tio” –ˆ‡s ¢h5 �9ïn�i|g of “õÝÕrn” ™¨\ånd Œhe 125í¸ìn
Xng jf ÈonTeptRÉl¥arÚ8 A~…125a&Æ Ïaš/eiÚ
c€a©‹éisç±oncšpÆJa™ žióÌatuÿª¥ Ùc©
,eMaIº`’Æly`VRˆstsŒconep½u‡ül+ ‡ÇãEhe µvèWuÀ”\¹fpôr¨¥X±a§ïant[tP afÛer DgÒHµmp³an ‹âwweihed !coùúng hë how 
mlch tÒe>µmu¬KT#oþed¦hz n
tôreˆ#  art@’ hEch ƒs an‚t¸r uay of s‰y\©—Ý“w4WÚ th: aüˆeû t¶ theØrB‚125Ðp<iÉÇ äfŸÙrtŒ o® whav Øasn…t sre beorº t*²à starí

dp ¨rtist¤€Muesthon tÇþvn*tF÷e oIè�Ý¤Ñ prsŸnµinw Çe5 pr#�sltions a¸×~< •rt¼sfnz§ure.1A%X to$do$thisƒon{ücadnot 
concrrn oões(TÄ wi¤h �pYhandåÜ-d(Dn Ílpnƒuake”of 3r�di§iî‰a±7ar½, s;rh+>‹at"Itx is ™abeddoMßthe WssumÏëeonÑWh-t¥þÐ+¥e 
¤®125o@Fy one wÅ-ùo¿¤œramÃJü 6t{ír6FžÇit¾
Fs. BÛt the·vDry stuff » artói² indRedbg"ea)¾\ òËa>ed2toïŸcrea_¬Fg” n!w pLo‚osJš:nU  
T�Lc?8e —à òDNenÁUÎŒj – 
ØwticòlÄmÉ§œ¸A€r–fµ7ónceÞtÐ žuÏ›amp 0wÂhat o+je·ÖÖ}OfartIosuvh }Qtée H'aÅy6maV5s,’yf �ovCnÝ Œ�~ Sll a' is `mp€Ë�D in 
thi‡JF9re jÞdge
a. obj>d³ÑjlrtªßnëlÑ€er&ye<rÌ‘a{d†th&haètists’ žn¼eotiožs ¢ecom� 
Å(imÂv™qt.+lZch
ÐnÿartmÚH�ui”ÕÇe cÐ:e *f‘ãApr¯%onãe1´ðd not^Óò¢r:eru}†û£oÊeðheš n4i §à‡e½sa¹ilñrelaöed úQtsÖ ThÂ
�nt

s t!iÅ:¹«&st�et¯s, a  �p=-a4eÒpo}ntÔd oÒ',3”re;onœ£pßï¤—lÖ~Í#re0Uani tÆ üÌ- Å
�TÂð, k•H$ hysCc@lU§h_>©6ca™ bßcÔ Ï obj°t d(�¦të thó¯öis zÞ—$èy, cn îe-šon…idšrÞ ÏcZsteÓu§, aest@ tiëall¶Ž›¾easÛng, 
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