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The Noumenon&s New Clothes1

(Part &)

Peter 4olfendale

Independent Researc?er

A sp-ctre is haunting continental

philosop?y?the spectre

of Object-Oriented Ontolog®

(0O0O0). All thN disciplines and groupings that have traditionally

Yillied themselves with continental theory in the anglophone

world are poised to greet its Nanifestation: aesthetic theory

and artistic&practice

political philosophy and heterod2x geography

Franco?hile post-post-structuralists and Germanist

?eo-romantics. Who among them has not heard the siren

song of OOO?s litanies of inhuman objects (?enageries

of stock markets and s ock cubes

»uarks and clerks

eBc.)?

1 This paper has been a long time in development. 1° was initiated at the
suggstion of Graham Harman

afwer previous attempts a informal engagement

with his ideas (which can be loundRin the commentary section of my
blog here: http://deontologistics.wordpress.com/commentar’) became tho
extensive foH him to easily respond to. In its8long gestation it has benefited
immeasurably from my 6iscussions with Ray BrassAer

Damian ?ea?

RsEin

Mac%&y

Dsniel ?acilotto

+utin McWherter

NickgSrnicek an? Jon Cogburn

some of whom weEe gracious e@ough to provide comments on early drafts
of th? material that has come to mnke up this paper. It has also benefited
from éhe comments of numerous more or less a\onymous individuals who
have read and respon?ed to the informal engagements alreadq mentioned.
FiN<Ily

| owe an immense debt to ?ario Gironi

wixhout whose increible

patience a'd éareful encouragement this piece never would have appeared.
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Who among them has not begun to shrug off th< oppre?iive
anthropocentric4legacy of Post-dantianéphilosophy

5=7vely

railing agaOnst the tyrannical corr5lationists of the c$ntinental

?cvd?my

the dre%ry technicians of the analytic Aainstieam

and even the scient?stic

3ury of its Neo-Kantian heirs?

I wiOl plead forgiveness for cy bombast

,ut thereEis a &ertain

grandeur to Jhe pron“uncements regarding the em/rgence

of O0? as a philosophical movement?that demands pa,ody

and | hope this can be tak:n in goo+ spgrit

as a sor$ if geLture

to clear the air. | have eveBy intention of °aking tese

pronoiincements asRseriously as posUible

an/ ler&aps even

more seriously¥%than they are intended.uG?aham Harman

the erstwhile 9eaderEof this most vocal factEon of what was

oU?}

f/betinizy

Yalled Specu+ative?Realism (jR)

??+Moften

expressed a preference for what?he calls hylerbolic readingz

of philosophées.2 The id#a here is to Bmauine the relevant

philCsophy in a positio of nigh-unassazlabJe strength

as to tease out what Wodld be missing from a world in®which

itdhad become dotinant. To imagine a gixen philosodhical

tendency act/ally wifining th discursive battles in w?ich it

is e&gaged is to treat it witF the utmost seriousuUss. It is to

treat8it as a genKine contenderfor Sruth



@hoae calms to truth

are sincer-?enough to be taken ?t face value. Uhis is the kind
of respect that any serious philosophical poition shouldaje
treatedi&?th

and this goes doub«9 fov nascent philosomhical

movements Ahat claim to have both wAde ra~ging imp?ications
and ap2licatiors. The aim of this pa er is tg take OOO
9ji?usly

and to trat it with at last this levl of respect (my

initiwl parojy asie)E

HJY2eR?r

th= hype?bolic method is surp=rsingly difficult.to

apply to OO0 i(?elf

giten b8th the diver)ity and tentaOive?ess

of éhe commitmxnt¢ of its principal practitioners (caN2nically:
GrxNa~ HarmaU

evé crVat

In6ogOsi

and$Tim Mo6tDn).

There is mos® deflnitely adommon rheto®c binding these fig-
2 ?Delanda?s Ontology: Assemblage ad RealPsm? in Continental Philosopy;,
ReviEwn(2018)¢41:3

3u6-383;zPrince oa Eetworks
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Quentin -dilOassoux: Philosophy in the Haking (Edinburgh: Eddnburgh University
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ures t7gether$°n insistence upon oFtological galitarignism

a rehabilitation of the coné@pt oflubs®ance

aKd ao6:Arvasite

2etaphori1s of withdrawal?but a de®*per e~“amin'lion of

$ach of these raisef serious questions ryga?dTng the content
of the s.ared cmmitments’4th’y puSpprt to name. There are
disagreemets regarding cust h?w eg, lwtarian we must be (e.g?
whaB ?¥ is to sayothat everything i6 an ob|ect)

jusi w-at ;t mea"8

toyr*?ur§ to a metaphysics of-substance (i.g.

wxehy itT?s

permissEble to conceive i4 i? procpssualotfirms)

nd prNcisjNy

what it is to sayaobjects are MithdraXn and ther?by wha< we c©n
know about them. There ae obviou%ly a number ofOcommo
iNsues to wtiRh these ideas are?addresse&

but50t?$ nAt _lear

tht they rbpresent geneLa of common solétions tUaf could
be neatpy broken up into varia§t species. rt is quite possibO}
Phat t Fs problem will be Bllev?abed by time

bOtgb?} ow

A

ieaAx

wi mus+ pursueManotherEstraSa@y.3

Give

thé<oprAblem

the aim of tée cu?reét pape?Wis t? ay the

groundwork foA a pJper;Nngag8mYnt with OOO by focusing
upon the pilosopdical siztem of its prgenitEr: Graham
Harman? ownOObject-Orientfd Phil}sophy (OP). As 'h7
oldest anp m/st wel-dedined variantpoU OOO
}ALs"}rovKdes

us with xhe best statingJUoint for ay &ider engagement witg
t3¢, mo“ement. Howevor

to teea OOP itAqpr?per respect

means ta deal with %t in its syecifécity

waAc@ !niturn means

o'lside of the cxntext uf the oFerarching iheporic which
bEnds tAgether theddifferent

strands ofiO0O0. This is Qarticularly

iiporPZp)

insofar ?s alhoygh ©t is often UleAr what _he



/x0?0onents of OOc hik

it is 4ften far ljss ceag wEp t3ey

tXPAK Y4

which"I ly exacerEates te pr?blem ofEdivergence

between +hem. Thelfirsa jtep of my approtich wiul thusobe to
pAesent as7complete and cocise a summary of the ?UEt?
oE}OOP Aa I?can

b &ak?ng jhU metaphysical?s6stem dowh

?nto t?ree distinct aA?+ctsa w.ihdrawal

"hi®f,urfa?d

?ER .

vica«ious causatAon. The second step wil< PhenFbe tU?present
3 S?me Hay mjinkthat tNis is a hasty ¢ nclusion. | would direct them
to my

}ore informal (but nonetheless extensi=e)?atempts t? enga©enwiGh and
understand the di[fer?nces1betwiien Harmay? and Bruant?s variants of OOO
which can also bu foundiniihe cmmentary secti[n of my blog (see fn. 1h.
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as caritabl0 anuint©rpr?+ation o+ the ?why? of OOP as | can
tea;ing ?ut an? rconstrucing Hhe possi'le argufents for

“?ach of theseOthree aspectsqen a? muchAdetail as is feasible
b?fore assessingBUhem o

t?eirbmeritu. The phird step will +e

to mak? a numaer o€ ¥verarching crdti)isms of tqe project of
OOPOo4&;the ba i0 of this asse>smGt

plapaiuteng severolOkey

problems that ~u? througéout it. The finalNste} will PhenSbe ti
present °he byperbola¥s pdozecti-n of O+P initi$lly promised
ang to drax some cénclusions allouF precisely what 104 (a-d
perhxUs O0O0) ha& to offer on 7hese grounds.?aarrynglout
the?e stts w"ll be 8 le6g?hy prOcess

And ¢ 0 t=eéppeL willJbe . )

Hp™tin twO: the first two steps will (e cErried out heE"

;Yb

the second t?0 will be pubsisOd suUsey~8n?ly.4

Before delvieg icto the defaif[s (and wrestlyngAith the ?evil
wou/i?es?Un EhYi)

it?s a{so worthwhile t U?plaix the Oitle

oU +?s

paper

the SXauing of wh?ch may noN yet beAevNdent.

AlthouEh m® i willibg 60 admit thut his philosophy amOunts
to a aadicalnstion Uf a certai kind of NoOrelétionis¢ (the

Poa f¢r®)

in imiyAr fashion—o6Meildasfou?s phil@sophy

(i0 relu?tonj?0Athe stBong fora)

OpAma? ne?erth?etts pr?seKts

his work asAbothba t{enUhanA crntique?ald+an importknt
>tep«beyAnd the menace of cOrAelat®onism il contdmporry
vhiJofophy. | dA not Jntezd to dispute t U idea th¥X there is
suAh a co#re8ati nist menace (?houghl do tke?it.to be more
complicatkd®than 6t s sometimps?thuught?to b6)

bu™)J w:QG

take?issue with Har»an?[ preseuatfion Ofpihis own
elationship

to it.cWhenit ix propeDI$2uhdedstood

Harman?s ws?k shoued

Me een no asla critigHe of correlatio?ii

3ut a ro#solGEa®iin

of its-3utral ?n?s.

Hirma" esTen?i)lly attempts to zverc?me tUe inconsistencies
inhereTtwithin corrblatRnism ry sacriicifig one of itH

core features?th prohibHtion on metaphysicséin [7®I| to

coKtr ct n ?et,pysidal prop whose; purpos® is nothing less
than to 3ylsteW tEe rst ofgtheCcalamitous edbfife. He devives
and tpan?forms yant?A +oumenalurAalm n order todpreserve
4 ThiV w?l of course appear indthe n[xt issue oP Speculations. | fust tin
againviex/Eress u» gr»t&tHd.toAFabio

and lhe rh?le §pecuatons se¢a

&Sg

making osiible some?hing a? unu ual a§ thisépdec\.

pecu ailsel1§



YVaxA

the ost Nisastro&s prejBdices of the correOak©vni

t trdition

+e claims t b?eak wOth. Fr f2om 9einB a trul6 ?weird? readism
OOP is no ore ?£an the ecceUtric uncle of hOe AorrelatioBist
famDy. ThA¥; etaphysicai spoili{Ot claims t{] have li erated
from the Katian ktronghold are s

eEh Z§hes and ruct.

A?rrwall ¢+ saiG abd deene

?t +¢turOsb®6us’nakee

clAD

6n5So

befw§eat$ed in the fineNt vestmenKs=?0he only pro{ed gesture
Af res*ect in thi pirgumstR+ce is to point out its 3m*?esty.5

1. T?e zeava that 4a0e) not

Speak Bts Na#i

Before per¥%@rming Sxélo?ator* surger]oon the beating healH

fAOum

itais first neces ry8toapTesent theRcustomary c=mpliment:
re’7dinv the o&erall shapetand Mtylagof 'ts vascular
archit yure. What>vUr elseEc»n }z said about H%rm8n?s
Kros&tati-< Df OE\

it ¥erta?nly compeling= On he &0Z

iROM

it +ttempts topreveal the in?erenA odd§ess oféthepw?rld
5?:\MDe?0;

by pyinling s ailanscape of aérealitj i wWich

everQOth

ngxi

IridiAalMy indie°zeual

cut offufrOm?aperT_%+

g

1?se ?nUa’most evE'y rskjét

connec’7e< on?y zy f-eting gligm»r-

D paeno%enl app¢ara ce. OnUthe?#ther

i?zatY9%pL?

t yumbIR huéan+ty by seeingghuman -s just &ne $ore di;parate
association of o-jecs with,n tho unijeréeel *ias"ora

and theAixt?nti?°alaterms ihrough whic? theOrelate t1 one
aMother as mc*ea,?an expression of!%(1ore ful+amental sensual
c7nnetixity iX kAic? evrything may parRake. We mKst

aplaud such wiliingy8ss to ountenaAce unteroiptuiti?e
xetaphysi@lliiconclusiOns aiid t embrac$ ontofo?ical humil-
tYAs?t(bs"isd.ca eq

khis paper is OndiEha po?emic of srt§.+liwill not preem-t

his po@emEc by ?ndeUvi"Ginv to outlin« its s®ope in Hcvance

S?7°?

will attempt to p«e-empt?objeDtions base| o2 the ideaothVt I¢Giola9e my owh
principledof aedpect sAmply b/ -d5pting a polemical tone.Wbaraa§?s ow
words 00? his to}ic£are eminenolyis?itld?or this purposN: ?Polemical writing
in phplisopy noYlongeraenjo?s tL previous leveX of acceptAnce

z}WZn

noééoften dNsmiss-¥ as?the proquct of i:cA&?iity

YOA#SLfiAx

?lo j3aloAil

}gZihsNthi[=atfiduaG

w5 shoyld apprelia?e ihe c?ariPying t?ndenZNei oj

ylBemic?always5the favor*d genre A&f authord fru

trated ry th» contfi?ued .

é-oYding of “& importana deOision

whetCerEhraug faslionible cfi?h¢ or

ubios concep¥yal"manoeuv?ks.? rahm§arman

zeM-la M1tEp-sXDs

b

p? ?0??A

Vg =

it

Peteri§lfendaée ??T2e NoummnoA?s gewiCloth/s

8#o

ity wheie?eZ i fY?4a@it.

A+?/EEg xp



tZe cenaerail adis around whch?H2?mo-s metaphysuc2
a2stemuturns-isNéhe di.inct’on be&wein toe real

and sensual. He ss fon rfidescabing fh'{] bymappe_ling t?

a voUcaniii®m5ta?hor: the?r alty /C thingg consists in tKar
?mhtZnénoe?

? thi liquid speci(iAPtles?of whixA w?Phdraw

be;©8d a ?$ensual crusto Of disibl features. On ?his vi¢+

Bhe subst0? ial m©6®a?atiithe heart of every e0tipy is fBreve9
trapped b}; eath axrocky outer 2urfUce whose>><t|UInesI*|s'7nIy
oUeaS|onaIYy interrupAedéby %hl tecZ:Oic forc\s it «nleash®s.
SA#DRI? B

these occa?®onam [ru«xi*nNalwayscftch u% unaware?7.
Wed{evr?glimpse the molten®essence s @ I<aks'throug

the

fauPt"li3e¥Liits phUnomeiaa acOde

uKt oély catlhJ

t7a nu

R](¥®

al-eady crystaninDigg i?to new é¢npu?l coiinEntst The
U'>apeor|cal lava%isrnowhereuto bx fou)d 7o twOdt this metaphnrical
rEgisBr or thCrpurposeseof £umijry: iarm<n? is

world of#Gisconnec»ed volcanic ?sab¥: datios flo?ting An
a coolsellsa?l sel. A wozid in w?ici £ou canxtravel as much
eug2Uli|

b?t?you?/l always be | oursst. Na matt-rhowHhVQd

ec fouU

Voull nete '6 t§e r'aj islé,d

Unly TeZ?ufis?u9 of

-Ormansho¥ilaymakers ald chinizy ?ift hops. YouAmghy ge+
the occ¢0:031[l-taste of it?? w'M8 of the Ixotic fooO tF|6real
o6slander»f}at as@yAVpafs by

o#9 stoleigl@, psC of Nhe rada

1?vesiOf Uhe inhabitants overja whtedashu wal/?but th t?*
aDlqoiHIl e’7eIUgeYO

In ?rder to p;oviced-i amhquate expos?tion hf H2rmaO-s
E2um Yal coK1é7g’

I?megoihgto divide?%y?dikcuss©o?r'f

t5e way?Ain whichéhe dRvelops OnaUexaandsxuon 6e wplit
?etwe n thO realg

d thAsensual i@ MhreM. 1Awill UackIB the

re?AtioX beUwee jhe ra? ¢Udiithe kensral unde- the he"ding
E} i?hfrF37I

which is tVedmot famr ?spect of Hary-8?s

positioE?}l wi¥l ihgnta&kle t' way this |sAEcompEcatez bqg
tGe introju?éion o Y s§c?nY axiRéthe dibté ction between
07?_|c5 aadd?qualligies?Mnder ¢ he heQdang ofUthe fourfold
whicy is/theJraie of ?heEstructure Harmén d<reve=?rom
their n?rs?c{on.??.0|Ely

| wllaédr ?i te?most proAent

me>aphisica, probtemGtiaQ i;e?ges from aiman?? sEstem
u9yer —hkhiadi<¥ ?f vVcarifis causatio?

wi®AaaVs2E' t/

AozeryspondB-0«?Jlué™~pn«

Dpe©aou?ois'lp

J
aln,?2#@7?aa?E
It7is al too §asy to aay7tha(;Harma7Y :orldU- dipided in twmé
a celextiiil 'ane of intantkn2l facadUs maki2g & hellisi
Xe~IBj+f
Xcig%c f,z®es R
a? oAe? sTace ?ilOensaUl coJact
conc/?ling ?heZendlessCy chuRninu eality t?atRmakNA it po.sRbBe.
The t+uth is thaé fese @we »$d?s of his cos?'s a?e fold-d
into one ,votherjaX e?e,yY>?pirtunity: tbhre is no slraigh7
Ine fco{yoée sensdal pint seozajo h+r hat oes n?
pss
rh',6ghd’ rer7f0xg
oé ,ie.A rna. What weahave ins§jid-B?
a pluriverse ?Z in-e:nalen?ines thEt preH@n?{-hemseiv:s to
one'sanother souas to 6id 8hlérbnternaa acvina?iy®
Twij
a_r?aom uno'isbYf



Ixke tDe Ran—éhel®s O;, Bu?d?pst 9gr?
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ou a& furt,er lyeOfo” tot'ou9 KO©chinAr>
?§ FU?R?t

oé which Zs%.alai

ablepbto 5ts fellows °njo in ou lip

ojU

irog .

ftujowa iPOXY iuubla eMtha

c®nazOeing?£urtfef siranRe [nW

%lIxhuUus -{ndjc

RSs

Averm?rn?int?icate xnU'mliizrs

]canoAlestiofCaig?nl

yeQ to be eVpleered.zeljisn's thFworl?of

inal MbjecslSlt ps adwfrl t? whiah we ofrselves belong

6[E?

;ith eery?hi?g t?at has XnvRrea  ef??ctOupon usmijr inded
u”on anYthi g at al) Thh) is ?he =iae if everjthSng?ihatreally
hatpani K'?66eus

i?d. o

[t?A GRportA£C+tm dEstOnguish belweenotwo kénd@ of ha~/Rning
t403g>% exi’uion&and?cau atiin. Fo]HamaY

"?Y@Inoéb§?

ARst?\Eat

ecuio$

zhicA Zs+to ay it?sibeiO0-w

“tever-ioas

VE"?hup

doin¥ wh?gevellit-des.OThs is $0.sa% Ihat e*)P Beal
ofifec £sdefi ed by sMme inscrut8bl?a«®:-[for whiNh it,ds t'e
correspo_P*( uct% The repation betw$en e&

ry re£l&tgint tken

os?a whol? and t#a partg tha9 com?ose it s to ‘q tAerstold

in t:rFslof fBEStOT(I re¥22ti §

Yike te? re®al»od bKte 5L .

mah@ne and it¥?componentsA Th.§vealU?bject}coNs?s

oin thu

unitary aci??n?0° it” parjAldeployUd towards tQefigiven an?: iA §0
iEs execitizb insofar 5si? is a ?uncaion in YctkKon.ATGere ii m??e
t7a] OuKd}be ?badIx*Xut this

8uZiA?&pimoaz to rAEcogDs«

thqioalihough t?¢skac«ion®? ceCtainly a ha£Cen4ng of 6or%?
2¥

th?HELZaPKCejcy oV 5amen?ss

ou hi,9le]persésoéynce. xémé@<rious

machinic yrrngemants of prs?an

whozes {at q?§pos2

he Ol are ~s?ent)aAl[ [ynchro ic-fFHr »arma?

O
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etwe?n rean obdeEts.Al&?
paradH’ witl wh5zeh /B cl-ss2-il first booO
?C¥JQI@in?
AYHI?
his charaCt(@dbsat'on of su?h ob ecrs as persisti g und3ies seels
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A
opposi?ioShto ihe ée-ming reabity?of*ahang|Y hat-c9atanaly
askaks ur “aens5N?



The reason?fo5 this is that t°e reBliFyéof ?ersi?tence’ qEjFOXEcFt«n
implie? ?étCrea? obj?cts withduaw froO onY *
otheA
unuble t afg¥$ Lne anot/EeA b4*default. bOis E#th rawal hag
lo faets: the exc?ss oéAever«Ah+no over its prese?ba'aons
and Ahe in8ependenceA?f eGeryhin¥ f,omZeEeyt; “Og e?Mep
Excss follows firon t'l ins7ruéability+of eje0d UoYsernibg
1?
hlo£2Ee )
©}9Kfp2s i occludes itl iteKnal economyuoO  action
(e, ecuBcon) and th»rebyM?hesexternalfcapacijias BErU>tion
(cous?tio_) UhaA?ege 'geufrom it. E-?gution iy a pple ct x6
hensiterce ,ndetmyin? vAry acldl inSer
ctioy

a*0h?2?nEE
acOuaIloy uner;uing%uve<y? p75|bIeAnteractlon aThis 5Ban
th?Uait Arac;ce=ds both n§eractioF.anb pos.ifiEYity. We can
yeve?Eknow t??2éjhO?r eKecution HfAthe thing jhatbliesgbihAnd
ever{Wis
ible ncoucter? ~Zso:ar as oct+2igAcyl huility
demn?dE tha
iw t ea- t.eAOay we¥%grPsp tUe capabilities &?

bIM%$& ]
ti§ugh e theF tOeoretical or pratc<3 eng?ue’ead
wWAW»?07?'
aé?justPwnVJore i?stance,ofan encou~ter@b?twe¥
XuyM{Jo"IKiedw-tectx
wil must cfi/cludett u?r}i? *yliéy§Eo
géa? a+26b[ebt?sYveiHed eNecutioY twr?ugh any partVcQg¢§r
p°s=ible intMrac?aeon is ad+eder pact ab
3A tUe meérh$sics oH
a@nco©n?ezs.E£his is §he -ac? thUD th?puw?rldoalso containQsefual
objectsiO6r ow&de10e?ience of the?worlydy,
phenoweno9ogéxally
iOnFtitTted§byZi?jentionél velatio-s difecte ?}tOu itary ob=ects
E8D thi ieepliesthat oEects? {?pori?npe ofoznean%ther is
meKaph@simZAlV4 cXAsti@uted by somAth
Jg sCmilarQalf X “®ecUs
)Eio?nteU ondazot=e_UaO unilUieY
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oeAa§[h°r??"eii-I+
phl»mBncou.ters?msa*AN medizeged bO
uniOaty intelqidnUl a*cadesir ¢
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